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ÒÅÌÀÒÈ×ÅÑÊÈÉ ÏËÀÍ

Myths and Legends.
King Midas.
Dick Whittington�s Cat.
David and Goliath.
Robin Hood Meets Little John.
Sir Theodore and the Dragon.

Tasks and exercises.
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ËÈÒÅÐÀÒÓÐÀ

Áàçîâûé ó÷åáíèê

1. Warren Foundation. Seattle, 1993.
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ÓÐÎÊ 1   LESSON 1

KING MIDAS

The story of King Midas begins when he befriended an old man named
Silenus. King Midas gave him food and drink and a comfortable place to
sleep. Silenus was grateful that the king treated a stranger so kindly.

Now, it turned out that Silenus was the teacher and foster-father of the
god, Bacchus. When Silenus told Bacchus how kind and generous the king
had been, Bacchus decided to reward King Midas and sent for him. When
King Midas arrived, he bowed before the god and asked, �Oh, Mighty
Bacchus, what have I done that you call me before you?�

�King Midas, you have shown generosity to Silenus, and I wish to be
generous with you. Therefore, I will grant any wish you make.�

King Midas knew that this was the chance of lifetime. Without a
moment�s thought, he said, �I wish that everything I touch would turn to
gold!�

�Are you sure?� asked Bacchus, �You want everything you touch to
turn to gold?�

�Oh, yes,� said King Midas, �if you can grant that wish.�
�I can grant it,� said Bacchus, �but I don�t understand why you want

such a golden touch. I could give you the power to turn water into wine or
rocks into bread, if you would rather have that instead.�

�Those would be wonderful powers,� answered the king, �but I would
like to have the golden touch, as you call it.�

�So be it,� said Bacchus and waved his hand.
King Midas almost fell over, his knees bent. He felt like someone had

given him a great burden, because all of his clothes had turned to gold. King
Midas would have jumped for joy, but he could hardly walk. He thanked
Bacchus and started on his journey home. As soon as King Midas left the
court he decided to try his new power. He picked a leaf off a nearby oak tree.
The leaf turned to gold in his fingers. �Wonderful,� cried the king and put the
golden leaf into his golden pocket. But soon he got tired in his heavy golden
clothes so he picked up a long stick to use as a cane. It immediately turned to
gold, but it was now very heavy and only added to his burden. He decided
that he would wait until he reached his palace before turning things to gold.

But when he reached his palace he went mad with joy and his power.
He moved touching the furniture and the rugs and the stones, turning them
all to gold. He was delighted. �I have the most expensive palace in all the
world,� he shouted. He told his servants: �Bring me the cups and plates and
pots from the kitchen and I will turn them all to gold.� The servants did, and
he turned all the things to gold.
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�Now we shall have the finest feast ever seen,� said the king happily.
�Bring us roast pheasant and wild boar, bring us wine and fruit, bring us the
richest cakes and pastry.� His servants obeyed and the feast was spread
before the king. He reached for an apple and it turned to gold in his hand. He
reached for bread and it glittered gold. �This gift is a bit troublesome at
times,� said the king, �but I can overcome it. Bring me a pair of gloves so I
can eat without my food turning to gold.�

The servants were amazed by the king�s new power and by the great
wealth of his castle. They brought him his gloves and they watched as the
gloves turned to gold as soon as he put them on. Then he chose another
apple from the platter and took it, it did not turn to gold for his hands were in
the gloves, but when the king put it to his mouth it immediately turned to gold
upon the first touch of his lips. He grabbed a glass of wine to drink, but it
became liquid gold in his mouth.

When his servants saw this they became terrified, for they suddenly
realized that if he touched them, even accidently, they would also turn into
golden statues. And so they all left the castle leaving poor rich King Midas all
alone. He shouted and raved for a while, but no one heard and no one came.
Finally he fell hungry and exhausted on his bed, but the pillow turned to gold
and then the blankets and it was a very uncomfortable place to sleep.

At dawn the cock crowed and the king awoke. Outside, the golden
sunrise filled the valley and forest and poor King Midas groaned and said,
�Oh, Mighty Bacchus, I was wrong to ask for this cursed golden touch, I can
see now that there are many things in life and nature that are worth more
than gold. Take back this curse I have wished for myself. Be generous with
me one more time.�

And Bacchus, hearing his pleas, said, �Go to the river Pactolus, follow
the stream to its source and wash your hands and body in the stream and the
golden touch will be removed.�

King Midas hurried out, followed the river to its stream and bathed his
hands and arms and body and his head. The sands of the stream were turned
to gold and remained so to this day. Midas became a normal man again, and
for the rest of his life took great pleasure in small things.

Tasks and Exercises

I. Read the story paying attention to the words:

to befriend ïîìîãàòü ïîäðóæèòüñÿ
a foster-father ïðèåìíûé îòåö
to reward âîçíàãðàæäàòü
to grant äàðèòü, äàðîâàòü
a chance of lifetime øàíñ âñåé æèçíè
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to turn to gold ïðåâðàòèòü â çîëîòî
a golden touch �çîëîòîå� ïðèêîñíîâåíèå
to try the power èñïûòàòü ñèëó
to go mad ñõîäèòü ñ óìà
a feast ïèð
to reach for äîòÿãèâàòüñÿ, òÿíóòüñÿ
to become terrified èñïóãàòüñÿ
exhausted èçìó÷åííûé, èçíóðåííûé
mighty ìîãóùåñòâåííûé
a curse ïðîêëÿòèå
to remove óäàëÿòü, óíè÷òîæàòü
a normal man îáûêíîâåííûé ÷åëîâåê

II. Complete the sentences according to the story.

1. Silenus was
A. a god.
B. a friend of a god.
C. a foster-father of a god.

2. Bacchus told King Midas that
A. he would grant any wish he made.
B. he would grant him a lot of gold.
C. he would grant him only a golden touch.

3. After King Midas got the new power he almost fell over because
A. he was very happy.
B. his clothes became heavy.
C. he was blinded by the sparkle of the gold.

4. King Midas turned nearly all the things in his palace into gold,
because
A. he wanted to be very rich.
B. he went mad with joy.
C. he wanted to amaze his servants.

5. To overcome the golden touch King Midas used
A. forks.
B. a pair of tongs.
C. a pair of gloves.

6. The sevants left the king, because they
A. were terrified.
B. were fired.
C. had stolen some gold.

7. To remove the curse King Midas
A. drank water from the Pactolus.
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B. ate sîme fish from that river.
C. washed in that river his hands, face and body.

III. Give extended answers to the following questions.

1. What did King Midas give Silenus?
2. Was Midas afraid when he first appeared in front of Bacchus?
3. How long did Midas think before he asked Bacchus to give him a

golden touch?
4. How many wishes did King Midas have?
5. Why didn�t Midas jump for joy after he had received the golden

touch?
6. What did the king do with the leaf from an oak tree?
7. What did the servants bring King Midas for the feast?
8. Why couldn�t he drink?
9. What did the king do when all his servants left him?
10. Did he spend a pleasant night?
11. What happened after Midas washed himself in the river?

IV. Compose a story describing King Midas.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

V. Translate the following expressions from the text. Get ready
to use them in the context of the story.

to treat a stranger
________________________________________________________________
to show generosity
________________________________________________________________
so be it
________________________________________________________________
a court
________________________________________________________________
the finest feast
________________________________________________________________
troublesome
________________________________________________________________
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accidently
________________________________________________________________
to follow the stream to its source
________________________________________________________________
to take great pleasure in small things
________________________________________________________________

áåç êîëåáàíèé
________________________________________________________________
êòî-òî âîçëîæèë íà åãî ïëå÷è òÿæåëóþ íîøó
________________________________________________________________
îòïðàâèòüñÿ äîìîé
________________________________________________________________
èíîãäà, âðåìåíàìè
________________________________________________________________
ïðåîäîëåòü
________________________________________________________________
ñîâñåì îäèí
________________________________________________________________
ñòîèòü ãîðàçäî äîðîæå çîëîòà
________________________________________________________________

VI. Translate the passage from the words, �King Midas knew
that this was...� up to �...and waved his hand�; and from �The
servants were amazed...� up to �...all alone�.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

VII. Describe King Midas�s house.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

VIII. Translate the sentences using the vocabulary of the story.

1. Àðòóð ñîøåë ñ óìà, ñëó÷àéíî óçíàâ, ÷òî åãî ïðèåìíûé îòåö
îêàçàëñÿ âîðîì.
____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________
2. Ýòî áûë ñàìûé îáûêíîâåííûé ÷åëîâåê, ïðîñòî îí î÷åíü óñòàë,

áûë ãîëîäåí è èçìó÷åí.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

3. Åãî ñ÷èòàëè ñàìûì ìîãóùåñòâåííûì ÷åëîâåêîì, ÷åëîâåêîì,
êîòîðûé ìîã èñïîëíèòü ëþáîå æåëàíèå.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

4. Îëüãà ëþáèëà åãî çà åãî ùåäðîñòü, çà òî, ÷òî îí áåç êîëåáàíèé
ïîìîãàë ëþáîìó.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

5. Æèçíü ÷åëîâåêà äîðîæå âñåãî íà ñâåòå, äîðîæå çîëîòà è
äðàãîöåííûõ êàìíåé.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

6. Åñëè âû óæå èñïóãàëèñü, ýòîò ñòðàõ ïðåîäîëåòü íåëåãêî.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

7. Îòïðàâëÿÿñü äîìîé, Ýíäðþ ÷óâñòâîâàë ñåáÿ òàê, êàê áóäòî êòî-
òî âîçëîæèë íà åãî ïëå÷è òÿæåëóþ íîøó.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

8. Âðåìåíàìè îí îñòàâàëñÿ ñîâñåì îäèí, è ýòî íàó÷èëî åãî
ðàäîâàòüñÿ äàæå ïóñòÿêàì.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

9. Äâîð êîðîëåâû âñåãäà ñëàâèëñÿ ñâîèìè ðîñêîøíûìè ïèðàìè.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

10. �Äà áóäåò òàê,� ñêàçàë áîã è íàãðàäèë íåçíàêîìöà, ñíÿâ ñ íåãî
ïðîêëÿòèå.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

IX. Situations for discussion.

Compose a small story about your possible wish to be fulfilled
by a god. Discuss the problem of kindness. Is it always rewarded?
Use the vocabulary of the story.
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ÓÐÎÊ 2   LESSON 2

DICK WHITTINGTON�S CAT

We know that Dick Whittington was a real man. We know that he
became very rich and that he was Mayor of London. We know that he was a
close friend of the king. That is all history. But it is a legend of how he first
became wealthy that interests us, because if the story is true Dick
Whittington was a poor boy until his cat brought him great wealth.

Legend has it that Dick�s parents died when he was very young. With
little money and no job he decided to go to London, because people had told
him that London was full of wealthy people and the streets were paved with
gold. When he arrived in London, he tried to find a job, but found none. There
were many like himself looking for work and very few jobs to be had.

After weeks of searching for work he had spent all the money he had.
He begged on the streets for a few pennies or for a little food. Gradually he
grew weaker and weaker until one night he fainted in a doorway of some
house. The next morning the cook of the household, an ill-tempered old
woman, found him there and she kicked him and yelled, �You, lazy good-for-
nothing boy. Get out of here. This is the house of Sir Ivo Fitzwarren. Up and
out I say!� And with those words she kicked poor Dick again.

Weak from hunger, Dick tried to pull himself up. �I�ll be on my way, but
if you could spare me a little food, I could move faster and farther, good
woman.�

�I�ll give you a hot dish water down your neck if you don�t move on, �
said the mean-tempered old cook. But just at that moment Sir Ivo Fitzwarren
himself appeared and hearing Dick�s sad story and seeing his weakened
condition told the cook to take him into the kitchen, feed him and find him a
job around the house.

In a short time Dick had gained back his strength and was working for
the old cook who gave him the dirtiest and messiest jobs in her kitchen like
washing the pans and cleaning out the grease pits and carrying out the
garbage. When the cook found the least excuse, she scolded Dick. It was a
hard life, but Dick tolerated it and tried to please the old woman.

Dick had been given a small room with a bed just off the kitchen, and
at night the mice and rats went scampering about his room on their way to
the food and scraps in the kitchen. The mice and rats were so troublesome
that Dick took his only remaining penny and went out into the streets and
bought himself a cat.

Now Dick�s cat was a fine mouser and in a short time she killed or
chased off all the mice and rats. Dick was very happy, but his cat soon
proved more valuable than he could have guessed.
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Sir Ivo Fitzwarren was a merchant who sent out ships to trade around
the world. He would buy cloth, guns, metal and other goods and ship them to
distant ports. If he was lucky, the ship�s captain would sell the goods at a
high profit and return the money to Sir Ivo. In those days it was the custom to
let others invest in the ship�s goods and to share the profit, if there was any.
When Sir Ivo was planning on the next shipment of goods, he asked his
servants if they wanted to invest, and many of them did, but when he came to
Dick Whittington, poor Dick said, �I�m sorry, sir, but I haven�t any money to
invest.� �Well, have you anything of value to sell? My captain might fetch you
a fine price for it,� said Sir Ivo.

�Only my cat, sir,� said Dick. �She is a fine mouser.�
�Well, if you want to send her, maybe the captain can find a buyer for

her. I�ll give you whatever money he can sell her for.�
Reluctantly, Dick sent his cat off to sea. But within the next few

months he forgot about his cat. The old cook was always yelling at him and
pounding his ears until finally he decided to leave and look for a better job.
Late one night he took his small bundle of possessions and a little food and
left his small room near the kitchen. He had decided to leave London.

As legend has it, it was November 1st, which we call All Saints Day or
All-Hallows Day, and Dick had walked as far as Halloway when he stopped to
rest and seated himself on a stone, which to this day is called �Whittington�s
Stone.� Sitting there he heard the bells of Bow Church ringing and they
seemed to say, �Turn again, Whittington, Thrice Lord Mayor of London.�

�Lord Mayor?� said Dick to himself. �If I can be Mayor, I can put up
with anything, even the old cook.� So he rose up and hurried back to the
Fitzwarren house. And what a good thing it was, for on that very day the
ship�s captain returned with wonderful news, and the most wonderful was the
story of Dick�s cat.

It seems the captain�s ship had been blown ashore along the Barbary
Coast and the captain was taken to the palace of the Barbary King who
treated him kindly and offered to buy his goods. Then the king invited the
captain to a feast and as they sat down to eat, a horde of mice and rats
scurried over the table. The poor captain could hardly believe himself.
Politely he asked, �Is it always like this at your banquet?�

The king replied, �Always, and sometimes worse. At night I must have
five guards around my bed to keep the rats off me when I sleep. I�d give
anything to be rid of the rats.�

Hearing that the captain excused himself and hurried back to his ship.
In a short time he returned with Dick Whittington�s cat and set the animal
loose in the banquet hall. The cat, true to her nature, attacked the rats and
mice killing some and scaring off the rest. The king was amazed and asked
about this strange animal which he had never seen before. The captain
explained about cats and told the king that this cat would soon have a litter of
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kittens, and she and her kittens and their kittens would someday rid the
kingdom of mice.

The king was overjoyed, and he told his servants to bring gold and
jewels to purchase this wonderful creature. He also paid much money for the
captain�s other goods, so when the captain returned to the house of Sir Ivo
Fitzwarren he brought profit for all who had invested in the venture, but no
one earned more than Dick Whittington, for his cat had been sold for chests
of gold and jewels. Dick was now a rich man.

But Dick�s new wealth was only the beginning. After presenting gifts to
the other servants of the house, even the old cook, he set himself up in
business and earned even more money. He married Alice, the daughter of Sir
Ivo Fitzwarren, and later inherited that fine gentleman�s fortune.

And Dick became famous in London, was elected Sheriff and then
Mayor of London three times just as the Bells of Bow Church had predicted.

Tasks and Exercises

I. Read the story paying attention to the words:

a legend ëåãåíäà
little money and no job ìàëî äåíåã è íèêàêîé ðàáîòû
to faint ïàäàòü â îáìîðîê
to kick óäàðÿòü, áèòü íîãîé
to feed êîðìèòü
the dirtiest and messiest job ñàìàÿ ãðÿçíàÿ è ïðîòèâíàÿ ðàáîòà
mice and rats ìûøè è êðûñû
a merchant êóïåö, òîðãîâåö
to invest âêëàäûâàòü äåíüãè, ïîìåùàòü

êàïèòàë
a fine mouser õîðîøèé ìûøåëîâ
to look for a better job èñêàòü ëó÷øåé ðàáîòû
thrice Lord Mayor òðèæäû ìýð
wonderful news ïðåêðàñíûå íîâîñòè
to blow ashore ïðèáèâàòü ê áåðåãó
a horde îðäà, ïîë÷èùå, ñòàÿ
to scurry ïîñïåøíî äâèãàòüñÿ, áåæàòü
to attack íàïàäàòü, àòàêîâàòü
to rid èçáàâëÿòü
gold and jewels çîëîòî è äðàãîöåííîñòè
fortune áîãàòñòâî, ñîñòîÿíèå
to predict ïðåäñêàçûâàòü
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II. Complete the sentences according to the story.

1. Dick
A. didn�t know his parents at all.
B. lost his parents when he was very young.
C. left his parents, bacause they were poor and couldn�t feed him.

2. After Dick had spent all the money he
A. found a job.
B. started to beg on the streets.
C. went to the house of Sir Fitzwarren and asked for a job.

3. The cook didn�t like Dick because
A. she was mean.
B. she was strict.
C. Dick didn�t work properly.

4. Sir Fitzwarren gave Dick a job because
A. he needed a good servant.
B. the cook asked him.
C. he felt sorry for him.

5. Dick bought a cat because
A. of the mice and rats.
B. he wanted a small friend.
C. he wanted to sell it after some time.

6. The servants invested the money into the ship�s goods because
A. they wanted to earn some money.
B. Sir Fitzwarren demanded it.
C. they wanted to help Sir Fitzwarren.

7. Later Dick married
A. the daughter of Sir Fitzwarren.
B. the niece of Sir Fitzwarren.
C. the granddaughter of Sir Fitzwarren.

III. Chose the correct answer.

1. What day was it when Dick decided to leave the house?
A. All Fools Day
B. Christmas
C. All Saints Day

2. Who told Dick that he would be the Major of London?
A. a cat
B. a passer-by
C. the bells
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IV. Give extended answers to the following questions.

1. Was Dick Whittington a real person?
2. Is the story of Dick�s cat a fact or a legend?
3. How had he appeared in the doorway of the house of Sir

Fitzwarren?
4. What jobs did Dick have at the house?
5. What was the job of Sir Ivo?
6. Why did Dick decide to leave the house?
7. What message did Dick hear in the bells of Bow Church?
8. How could the captain sell Dick�s cat at such a high price?
9. How did Dick become the Mayor of London?

V. Compose a story describing Dick Whittingtin.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

VI. Translate the expressions from the story.
Get ready to use them in the context of the story.

to be paved with gold
________________________________________________________________
to search for
________________________________________________________________
to be on one�s way
________________________________________________________________
to pull oneself up
________________________________________________________________
to tolerate
________________________________________________________________
the only remaining penny
________________________________________________________________
reluctantly
________________________________________________________________
a bundle of possessions
________________________________________________________________
to put up
________________________________________________________________
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true to one�s nature
________________________________________________________________
to set oneself up in business
________________________________________________________________

êàê ãëàñèò ëåãåíäà
________________________________________________________________
ñâàðëèâûé; ñ ïëîõèì, ñêâåðíûì õàðàêòåðîì
________________________________________________________________
íèê÷åìíûé ÷åëîâåê, áåçäåëüíèê
________________________________________________________________
ïîëó÷èòü äîëþ ñ ïðèáûëè
________________________________________________________________
êðè÷àòü íà êîãî-ëèáî
________________________________________________________________
îòïóñêàòü êîãî-ëèáî
________________________________________________________________
áûòü âíå ñåáÿ îò ðàäîñòè
________________________________________________________________
íàñëåäîâàòü
________________________________________________________________

VII. Translate the passage from �Sir Ivo Fitzwarren was a...� up
to �...he can seel her for�; and from �The king was overjoyed...�  up
to �...was now a rich man�.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
Get ready to read them in class.

VIII. Translate the sentences into English using the vocabulary
of the story.

1. Êàê ãëàñèò ëåãåíäà, ìýð Ëîíäîíà ðàçáîãàòåë ñ ïîìîùüþ
êîøêè.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

2. Íåêîòîðûå ëþäè ìîãóò ïðåäñêàçûâàòü ñóäüáó, à òàêæå è êîãäà
è êóäà âêëàäûâàòü äåíüãè.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

3. Îí âñþ ñâîþ æèçíü èñêàë ãîðîä ñ÷àñòüÿ, ãäå ìîñòîâûå
âûìîùåíû çîëîòîì.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

4. Ñåé÷àñ ýòîò ÷åëîâåê - çíàòíûé êóïåö, íî íà÷èíàë îí ñ ñàìîé
òðóäíîé, à èíîãäà ïðîòèâíîé è ãðÿçíîé ðàáîòû.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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5. Ìíîãèå ëþäè íàçûâàëè åãî íèê÷åìíûì ÷åëîâåêîì, íî îí
òåðïåë èõ íàñìåøêè.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

6. Àííà î÷åíü èñïóãàëàñü è ÷óòü íå óïàëà â îáìîðîê, óâèäåâ
ïîë÷èùå ìûøåé è êðûñ, íî áûñòðî âçÿëà ñåáÿ â ðóêè.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

7. Äæîí áûë âíå ñåáÿ îò ðàäîñòè, êîãäà óçíàë, ÷òî óíàñëåäîâàë
ñîñòîÿíèå ñâîåãî äÿäè.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

8. ß íå ìîã ïðèìèðèòüñÿ ñ òåì, ÷òî êàïèòàí íå îòäàë ìíå ìîþ
äîëþ ïðèáûëè.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

9. Îí î÷åíü íåîõîòíî îòïóñòèë ïòèöó, ïîñëå ÷åãî ñîáðàë ñâîè
ïîæèòêè è óøåë.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

IX. Situations for discussion.

What is your opinion on the problem of a chance in one�s life?
Discuss about predictions and fate, whether one can trust

dreams, fortune-tellers and so on.
Use the vocabulary of the story.

ÓÐÎÊ 3   LESSON 3

DAVID AND GOLIATH

David was a young shepherd. He spent many hours alone on the
hillsides tending his sheep. To defend his lambs and eyes from attacks by
wild animals he would use his sling to throw stones at the attackers.

Legend has it that David became so good with his sling, he could strike
the smallest target, and that once he killed an attacking lion with a stone with
his sling.

The sling was made from two strips of leather each about two feet
long. One end of each strip was tied to a wider piece of leather about the size
of a man�s hand, and like a hand, that wide piece of leather folded over to



21
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

hold a stone or rock. The other end of each strip was held in the hand so the
rock in the leather pouch could be swung around and around, and when
David would let go of one strap the stone would go flying out and if his aim
was good, it would strike its target with great force.

But at heart David was a peaceful and righteous young man, better
known for his songs and gentle manner than for his strength and courage. So
when King Saul�s army went to war with the Philistines, David did not go off
to war, but his brothers did.

Some time later David�s father sent him with food and supplies to the
army camp. David was sitting with his brothers and the other soldiers when a
loud voice was heard from the enemy camp across the valley. Everyone ran
to see who had made such a great noise, and there on the opposite hillside
was Goliath, the giant warrior from the Philistine camp.

Goliath was over ten feet tall, and his arms and legs were as big as a
normal man�s body. He carried a long heavy sword and a shield so big and
heavy that it took two men just to lift it. Goliath had a head like a bull, and it
was covered all over with black curly hair. A brass helmet topped his head.

Goliath yelled to the soldiers in David�s camp, �I�m the champion
warrior of the Philistines. I will fight any man you send against me. If your
man wins, our army will leave your land. But if I defeat him, you must all
surrender your arms and fight no more.�

There was much confusion and fear among the soldiers of King Saul.
No one would dare fight Goliath; to do so meant certain death. Goliath went
back to his tent, but the next day he came again and repeated his challenge.
�Is there no one in your whole army brave enough to do battle with me? Are
you cowards?�

David asked his brothers and the other soldiers if they would fight
Goliath, but they all said no. Then David said, �If no one else fights for King
Saul and our land, I will do it.� But the men all laughed at him and said that he
was young and foolish and did not know what it meant to stand up against so
strong a giant as Goliath.

On the third day Goliath came again and made his challenge, �They are
all cowards. The army of the Philistines will destroy them and take their
women and their lands.�

King Saul asked his generals if there were no men in his whole army
who would fight Goliath, and they told him no one, except for a young
shepherd named David. Then King Saul sent for David and asked him if he
wanted to accept the challenge. David answered that he did. The King
reminded him that if he were defeated he would lose not only his life, but
would lose for all his countrymen.

�I understand, your majesty,� said David, �but someone must go or all
is lost anyhow. I have faced other dangers alone in the fields. I can face this
danger also.�
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�Then take my armour,� said King Saul, �and take my sword and shield,
for you have nothing but your light garments and your sling.�

�Thank you, but I know little of swords, and the heavy armour would
slow me down. I will take only my sling and a few stones from the stream in
the valley below. Those will be my weapons. With such weapons I have killed
a wild lion. Goliath is no greater danger than that.�

�It shall be as you wish,� said the King. �Our prayers go with you.�
The next day when Goliath shouted his challenge from across the

valley, David stepped forth from the soldiers. David�s brothers tried to
change his mind, but he would not hear them. He asked to be remembered to
his father and mother if anything should happen to him. Then he started
down the slope and into the valley.

On the other side Goliath watched the young boy stepping forth to
challenge him and he laughed and called out, �Is this the sheep you send to
slaughter? Do you want to trick me? Do you think that this puny boy will
make me soften my heart and take mercy on him? I will kill him and crush you
all.� So saying Goliath came lumbering down the hill to meet David in the
valley below.

David stopped at the edge of the stream and washed his hands and his
face and head in the stream. Then he searched among the rocks and pebbles
and picked three smooth, round stones about the size and shape of large
eggs. He placed one of them in his sling and went forward to meet Goliath.

On a small, flat field at the edge of the stream they met. David twirled
his sling and took aim at the broad forehead of Goliath just between the eyes.
But the first stone went whistling through the air a few inches above
Goliath�s head.

With a mighty roar Goliath came charging forward, his massive sword
slicing the air, but David was quick and agile and Goliath did not kill him
there.

Running a little distance off David set the second stone in his sling.
Goliath had turned angrily towards him and David whirled his sling and let the
second stone fly. It struck Goliath on the cheek just below his eye. He howled
with pain and blood appeared on his cheek.

David saw his chance and while Goliath stood looking at the blood on
his hand, David spun his sling and sent the third stone smashing into the
giant�s forehead. Goliath head snapped back, his mouth fell open, and he fell
down.

David came up to him, picked up Goliath�s sword and killed the fallen
giant with his own weapon.

A great cheer went up from the soldiers in King Saul�s army and they
came charging across the valley. The army of the Philistines shocked and
surprised by the death of their giant champion turned and fled.
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David had won a great victory for himself, his king and country, and he
went on to win great honors and other victories in later years, but none was
as famous as the battle in which David slew Goliath.

Tasks and Exercises

I. Read the story paying attention to the words:

a shepherd ïàñòóõ
a sling ïðàùà
to strike the target ïîðàæàòü öåëü
peaceful and righteous ìèðîëþáèâûé è ñïðàâåäëèâûé
to go to war èäòè íà âîéíó
a giant warrior ãèãàíòñêèé âîèí
to surrender ñäàâàòüñÿ
to do battle áîðîòüñÿ
to make a challenge áðîñèòü âûçîâ
to accept ïðèíèìàòü
armour äîñïåõè
our  prayers go with you ñ òîáîé íàøè ìîëèòâû
to step forth âûñòóïàòü âïåðåä
smooth, round stones ãëàäêèå, êðóãëûå êàìíè
a few inches above âûøå íà íåñêîëüêî äþéìîâ
into the forehead â ëîá
with his own weapon åãî æå îðóæèåì
to flee óáåãàòü, ñïàñàòüñÿ áåãñòâîì

II. Complete the sentences according to the story.

1. Usually David used the sling
A. to defend himself.
B. to defend his animals.
C. to train himself.

2. The sling was made of
A. leather.
B. grass.
C. rope.

3. David was also known for his
A. poems.
B. paintings.
C. songs.
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4. David went to the army camp
A. because he missed his brothers.
B. to become a soldier.
C. to bring them some food.

5. Goliath had a head like
A. a wolf.
B. a bull.
C. a tiger.

6. David decided to do battle with Goliath because
A. no one else wanted to fight with the giant.
B. he wanted to be the first to fight with the giant.
C. the king ordered him to do it.

7. When David went to the battle he took
A. a sling and a shield.
B. only a sling.
C. a sling and King Saul�s armour.

8. David killed Goliath with
A. the sword.
B. the sling.
C. the spear.

III. Give extended answers to the questions

1. Whom did David kill with his sling?
2. How long was each strip of leather of which the sling was made?
3. How tall was Goliath?
4. Why did Goliath call the soldiers of King Saul cowards?
5. What was the reaction of the soldiers when David told them that he

would accept the challenge?
6. Why did David refuse to wear the king�s armour?
7. Why did Goliath say that the army of King Saul wanted to trick him?
8. Why couldn�t Goliath kill David?
9. What happened to the army of the Philstines?

IV. Describe Goliath.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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V. Describe David.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

VI. Translate the expressions from the story.
Get ready to use them in the context of the story.

to tend
________________________________________________________________
supplies
________________________________________________________________
a champion warrior
________________________________________________________________
there was much confusion and fear
________________________________________________________________
to have nothing but
________________________________________________________________
to know little of smth
________________________________________________________________
it�s no greater danger than
________________________________________________________________
he wouldn�t hear
________________________________________________________________
to be remembered
________________________________________________________________
to stand up against
________________________________________________________________
a puny boy
________________________________________________________________
a mighty roar
________________________________________________________________

â ãëóáèíå äóøè
________________________________________________________________
îáõîäèòåëüíîñòü, ìÿãêèå ìàíåðû
________________________________________________________________
íàïîìèíàòü
________________________________________________________________
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ðàçðóøàòü
________________________________________________________________
áèòâà, áîéíÿ
________________________________________________________________
ïðîáåæàòü íåìíîãî âïåðåä
________________________________________________________________
âûòü îò áîëè
________________________________________________________________

VII. Translate the passage from, �The sling was made...� up to
�...with great force.�; and from �King Saul asked his generals...� up
to �...this danger also.�

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Get ready to read the passages in class.

VIII. Translate the following sentences into English using the
vocabulary of the story.

1. Â ðÿäàõ âîèíîâ - ñìÿòåíèå è ñòðàõ.
____________________________________________________________

2. Êîãäà åìó áûëî 16 ëåò, îí ïðèíÿë ðåøåíèå ïîéòè íà âîéíó.
____________________________________________________________

3. Ëó÷øèé âèä çàùèòû - íàïàäåíèå, óáèâàòü âðàãà íàäî åãî æå
îðóæèåì.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

4. Åìó íå îñòàâàëîñü íè÷åãî, êðîìå êàê ñïàñàòüñÿ áåãñòâîì.
____________________________________________________________

5. Îí íå õîòåë äàæå ñëóøàòü ëþäåé, êîòîðûå óòâåðæäàëè, ÷òî â
ãëóáèíå äóøè, Äæåê ñïðàâåäëèâûé è ìèðîëþáèâûé ÷åëîâåê.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

6. Îí áðîñèë âûçîâ âñåìó îáùåñòâó.
____________________________________________________________

7. �Ïåðåäàéòå ìîèì ðîäèòåëÿì, ÷òî ìîè ìîëèòâû âñåãäà áóäóò ñ
íèìè!�
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

IX. Situations for discussion.

Compose your story on how bravity helps in difficult situations.
Discuss the problem of acting impulsively, whether one should

trust one�s feelings or think the case over.
Use the vocabulary of the story.
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ÓÐÎÊ 4   LESSON 4

ROBIN HOOD MEETS LITTLE JOHN

Up rose Robin Hood one morning, when all the birds were singing
happily among the leaves, and up rose all his merry men, and each fellow
washed his head and hands in the cold stream that flowed through Sherwood
Forest. Then said Robin, �I will go abroad to seek there adventures, and you,
my merry men, rest here in the greenwood. But if you hear my horn three
times, come quickly to me for I want your aid.�

So saying he left his friends and took the road to the river. As soon as
he came up to the bridge, he saw a tall strange figure coming up from the
other side of the river. Robin quickened his pace, and the stranger did also it,
for they both wanted to cross the bridge first.

�Now, stand you back,� said Robin, �and let the better man cross first.�
�Then stand back yourself,� answered the stranger, �for the better man

here, am I.�
�That will we soon see,� said Robin, �and meanwhile stand where you

are, or by Saints, I�ll stick an arrow between your ribs.�
�If you only dare touch me, I�ll tan your hide till it be as many colours

as a beggar�s cloak,� said the stranger.
�Don�t talk foolishly,� said Robin, �or I will send my shaft right into your

heart.�
�And you talk like a coward,� answered the stranger, �for you stand

there with your bow to shoot at my heart, while I have nothing in my hand but
a plain blackthorn staff.�

�No one,� shouted Robin, �in all my life has ever called me a coward. I
will put aside my bow and arrows, and will try your manhood.�

�I am waiting for you here.�
Robin Hood stepped quickly to the road and cut a good staff of ground

oak, straight and six feet in length. Then Robin measured the stranger from
top to toe, and thought that he had never seen a lustier and stouter man.
Robin was tall, but the stranger was taller, for he was seven feet in height.
Robin was broad across the shoulders, but the stranger was broader, for he
was twice the breadth of a palm and was at least four feet around the waist.

�Nevertheless,� said Robin to himself, �I will baste you, my good
fellow,� then aloud, �Here is my good staff, lusty and tough. Wait my coming
and if you dare and if you are not afraid, meet me on the bridge. We will fight
until one or the other of us tumbles into the stream.�

�Very good,� cried the stranger twirling his staff above his head until it
whistled.
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Never did the knights of Arthur�s Round Table meet in a stouter fight
than did these two. In a moment Robin stepped quickly upon the bridge
where the stranger stood, and then delivered a blow at the stranger�s head
but the stranger turned the blow away, and in return gave another one, which
Robin also turned. So they stood, each in his place for one good hour, and
many blows were given and received by each in that time and here and there
were sore bones and bumps. But still neither of them seemed likely to stop
the fight or to fall off the bridge. Now and then they stopped to rest , and
each thought that he never had seen in all his life before such a strong man
with such a strong hand. At last Robin gave the stranger such a blow that
made the dust fly off his jacket like smoke. The stranger came within a hair
of falling off the bridge, but he regained himself very quickly and gave Robin
Hood a crack on the crown that caused blood to flow. And the next blow
made Robin fall right into the water.

�And where are you now, good lad?� shouted the stranger, roaring with
laughter.

�Oh, in the flood,� cried Robin. Then he waded to the bank and said:
�Give me your hand. I admit that you are a brave and sturdy soul, and can
give a good stout strike with this staff. My head hums like bees on a hot June
day.�

Then he took his horn and winded three blasts. Then he again said to a
surprised stranger, �You are a tall and brave lad, for there has never been a
man between here and Canterbury Town, who could do to me what you have
done.�

�And you,� said the stranger, laughing, �were fighting like a brave and
stout yeoman.�

But at this moment a dozen or two stout yeomen, all dressed in green,
appeared near the bridge.

�Good master,� cried one of them, �how is this? You are wet from head
to foot!�

�That stout fellow,� answered Robin, �has thrown me into the water.�
�So he will be in the water himself. Have at him, lads!�
Then the yeomen leaped upon the stranger, but he was ready and

stroke them right and left with his staff, and though he at last went down
under so many people, some of the yeomen were also hurt.

�Now stop,� cried Robin, �he is a right good man and you shouldn�t do
him any harm. And you, stranger, will you stay with me and be one of my
band? You will have three green suits each year, besides forty marks in pay
and will share with us all the goods we get. You will eat sweet venison and
drink the stoutest ale, and will be my righthand, for I have never seen such a
man with such a staff in all my life. Speak! Will you be one of my good merry
men?�

�I don�t know,� said the stranger, for he was a bit angry.
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�If you handle your bow and arrow no better than you handle an oaken
staff, I don�t know if you are able to be the leader. But if there is any man
here who can shoot better than I do, I will think about joining your band.�

�My merry men,� said Robin Hood, �cut a white piece of bark four
fingers wide and set on that oak. And you, stranger, first hit it, and then call
yourself an archer.�

�I will,� answered he. �Give me a good stout bow and a broad arrow,
and if I do not hit it, beat me with your bows.�

Then he chose the stoutest bow and a straight good shaft, and stepped
to the mark. Then he sent the shaft right in the center of the piece of bark.

�Aha,� cried he, �can you see this shot?�
�That is a keen shot, indeed,� said Robin, �but I will try to perform a

better one�.
And he took an arrow, and sent it right upon the stranger�s arrow,

splitting it into splinters. All the yeomen leaped to their feet and shouted for
joy.

�That is a shot indeed,� said the stranger, �and I have never seen any
like that! I will be one of your men.�

�Then I have got a right good man this day,� said jolly Robin. �What is
your name, good fellow?�

�Men call me John Little,� answered the stranger.
�No,� said Robin, �I don�t like your name and will change it. You must

be called Little John, and I will be your godfather. And you, my merry men, go
and prepare a christening feast for the new member of our band.�

Tasks and Exercises

I. Read the story paying attention to the words:

to rise up ïîäíèìàòüñÿ, âñòàâàòü
a horn ðîæîê
to cross the bridge ïåðåõîäèòü ÷åðåç ìîñò
to stand back îòñòóïèòü, îòîéòè
a coward òðóñ
to try the manhood èñïûòàòü äîáëåñòü, ìóæåñòâî,

õðàáðîñòü
to tumble into the stream óïàñòü, ñâàëèòüñÿ â âîäó
knights of Arthur�s ðûöàðè êðóãëîãî ñòîëà

Round Table âðåìåí êîðîëÿ Àðòóðà
many blows were given ñ îáåèõ ñòîðîí

and received ñûïàëèñü óäàðû
a flood òå÷åíèå, ïîòîê
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to wind three blasts òðè ðàçà ñèëüíî äóíóòü
a yeoman éîìåí; ñèëüíûé, õðàáðûé çàùèòíèê,

ñòðàæ
a band áàíäà, øàéêà
to handle a bow and arrows óìåòü îáðàùàòüñÿ ñ ëóêîì è

ñòðåëàìè
to split ðàñùåïëÿòü
a christening feast ïèð ïî ïîâîäó êðåñòèí

Learn the words.

II. Complete the sentences according to the story.

1. Robin Hood left his merry men
A. to find some money.
B. to find some food.
C. to find some adventures.

2. The quarrel between Robin and a stranger began because
A. one of them offended the other.
B. each wanted to cross the bridge first.
C. both of them wanted to quarrel and to fight.

3. Robin and the stranger fought with the help of
A. the staffs.
B. the swords.
C. the fists.

4. The stranger said that Robin had been fighting like
A. a yeoman.
B. a lion.
C. a tiger.

5. Robin said he would pay the stranger
A. thirty marks.
B. forty marks.
C. fifty marks.

6. The stranger hit the target with
A. the first arrow.
B. the second arrow.
C. the third arrow.

7. Robin said he would be Little John�s
A. father.
B. master.
C. godfather.
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III. Give extended answers to the following questions.

1. Where did Robin and Little John stand while fighting?
2. How broad was Little John?
3. What wood was Robin�s bow made of?
4. What colour clothing was worn by Robin Hood�s men? Why? Did

they choose that colour?
5. What happened to the merry men who leaped upon the  stranger?
6. What did Robin promise to give Little John to eat and to drink?
7. What was the target made of?
8. Why did Robin decide to change the name of the stranger?

IV. Compose a story describing Little John.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

V. Translate the expressions from the story.
Get ready to use them in the context of the story.

an adventure
________________________________________________________________
by Saints
________________________________________________________________
to measure from top to toe
________________________________________________________________
sore bones and bumps
________________________________________________________________
the dust fly like smoke
________________________________________________________________
a brave and sturdy soul
________________________________________________________________
to hum like bees on a hot June day
________________________________________________________________
Have at him!
________________________________________________________________
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a keen shot
________________________________________________________________

óñêîðèòü øàã
________________________________________________________________
îñìåëèâàòüñÿ
________________________________________________________________
ðàçóêðàñèòü (èçáèòü) êîãî-ëèáî
________________________________________________________________
áûòü íà âîëîñîê îò...
________________________________________________________________
ñ ãîëîâû äî ïÿò
________________________________________________________________
íå ïðè÷èíÿòü âðåäà
________________________________________________________________

VI. Translate the passage from, �Never did the knights...� up to
�...right into the water.�; and from �Now stop...� up to �...good
merry men.�

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
Get ready to read the passages in class.

VII. Translate the sentences into English using the vocabulary of
the lesson.

1. Ðûöàðè êðóãëîãî ñòîëà âðåìåí êîðîëÿ Àðòóðà óìåëî âëàäåëè
êàê ìå÷îì, òàê è ëóêîì ñî ñòðåëàìè, òàê è äóáèíêîé.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

2. Åñëè òû îñìåëèøüñÿ õîòÿ áû äîòðîíóòüñÿ äî ìåíÿ, ÿ
ðàçóêðàøó òåáÿ òàê, ÷òî íèêòî òåáÿ íå óçíàåò.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

3. Ïîñëå ïðàçäíèêà ïî ïîâîäó êðåñòèí åãî ãîëîâà ãóäåëà, êàê ðîé
ï÷åë.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

4. Â òîò äåíü ÿ áûëà íà âîëîñîê îò ãèáåëè.
____________________________________________________________

5. Ïåðåõîäÿ ÷åðåç ìîñò, îíà ñâàëèëàñü â âîäó è ïðèøëà äîìîé
ìîêðàÿ ñ ãîëîâû äî ïÿò.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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6. Óâèäåâ âäàëè ôèãóðó íåçíàêîìöà, Òîì óñêîðèë øàã.
____________________________________________________________

7. Íå îòñòóïàé, åñëè íå õî÷åøü, ÷òîáû òåáÿ çâàëè òðóñîì.
____________________________________________________________

8. Òåä ñìåðèë ïðîòèâíèêà âçãëÿäîì è ïîíÿë, ÷òî òîò íå ñìîæåò
ïðè÷èíèòü åìó íèêàêîãî âðåäà.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

VIII. Situations for discussion.

Compose a story or tell a real one about a sudden incident that
frightened you extremely.

Discuss the problem of proper behaviour in such a situation.
You may suggest a humorous way out of it.

Use the vocabulary of the story.

ÓÐÎÊ 5   LESSON 5

SIR THEODORE AND THE DRAGON

Many of the knights of old were known for their brave deeds, for the
many fierce dragons they killed and for the many fair ladies they rescued. But
there was one dragon on the island of Rhodes which killed every knight who
came to destroy him. And when there were no knights to eat, he ate horses
and cattle and peasants and trampled their houses and crops.

This dragon was taller than most dragons, louder with his screams and
hotter with his fiery breath. He had the longest and the sharpest claws of any
dragon on earth.

A young knight named Theodore asked his Grand Master if he might go
and slay the dragon. The Grand Master, an old and honourable head of the
order, refused young Theodore, saying, �We have already lost many of our
strong and brave knights. Why should I believe that one so young and untried
could do what older and wiser knights could not do? Are your arms stronger
than theirs?�

�No, Master,� answered young Theodore.
�Are your sword and lance magical?�
�No, sir,� humbly replied the young knight.
�Then surely you must believe that your prayers will protect you.�
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�No, my lord, because all those other knights prayed at their vigils
before the battle with the dragon and the Heavenly Father did not help them. I
would pray and do vigil, but I would devise a plan to defeat the dragon.�

�Foolish youth,� said the old man. �What are your plans for if your
arms and weapons and prayers are weaker than those who went before you?
I forbid it. You are not to throw your life away. Speak no more of it.�

At these words, young Theodore left the great hall of the Grand
Master, but he had not put the idea of killing the dragon out of his mind. He
called his squire and told him to saddle the horses and prepare food and
extra clothing for they would depart at noon for the lair of the dragon.

Late that evening, they approached the cave where the dragon lived. A
foul odor filled the air and they could hear the rumbling of the dragon�s voice.
Then the dragon himself came out of the cave and he was the most fearsome
sight any young knight could behold. The dragon was twice as tall as horse,
and his yellow eyes shone evily. His body was covered with thick overlapping
scales that no weapon could pierce. It was those thick scales that had
protected him from the sword and lance of all knights who had tried to kill
him.

And when young Theodore�s horse saw the dragon, it reared up, and
tried to run away but Theodore, with his steady hand stopped it. The dragon
lumbered forward, his claws slashed through bushes and twigs, but
Theodore backed away, studying the dragon and looking for his weak spot.
When the dragon reared up, Theodore saw the soft pale yellow belly and said
to himself, �If I could thrust my sword or lance there, I could strike his heart
and kill him.� Satisfied with what he had seen, Theodore rode off with his
squire, leaving the dragon on the hillside.

At a small village many miles away Theodore and his squire put up their
horses, and Theodore asked the village blacksmith to make him a life-size
model of the dragon and described the beast. The next day he went among
the villagers and bought two of the fiercest and bravest bulldogs to be found.
When his squire asked why he wanted the bulldogs, Theodore answered,
�Bulldogs are known for their bite. Once their strong jaws have taken hold of
an animal, they cannot be shaken loose. They will help me fight the dragon.�
Within a few days the blacksmith had finished the life-size model of the
dragon, and it was indeed very terrific. Its mouth was filled with glowing coals
from his furnace so that smoke came from its nostrils. The arms and legs
could move, and by pulling on ropes the squire could make it stand up. Young
Theodore was pleased. He started with his horse, bringing the poor creature
closer and closer to the wood and the metal dragon until gradually the horse
got used to the sight.

For the next few days he taught his horse to approach the dragon
without fear, and then he told his squire to pull the ropes to make the model
of the dragon to stand up. His horse was skittish, but soon calmed down and
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learned to charge forward between the swinging arms to the very chest of
the dragon.

Then Theodore brought his bulldogs who whined and cowered when
they first saw the monster with its glowing yellow eyes. But gradually they,
too, learned not to fear it, and on command they would charge in. Each dog
would grasp a leg and hold on tightly.

Satisfied with the training of his animals, young Theodore had his
squire pack their belongings and the very next day they set out for the lair of
the dragon. Along the way they heard that the dragon had just slain another
knight and he had destroyed a near-by village. The squire urged his master to
turn back and spend more time in practice before attacking the dragon, but
Theodore would not listen to him. So they came to a small chapel. There
Theodore had his squire feed the horses and the dogs and settle down for
the night. As for Theodore, he went into the chapel to pray the whole night
through, as was the custom among knights before battles.

The next morning, having finished his vigil, he dressed in his bright and
shining armour, took his sword and lance, mounted his horse and had the
squire bring the dogs along.

The dragon heard their approach and he came out of his cave.
Theodore lowered his lance and prepared to charge. The horse quivered
beneath the saddle, but he had learned to face the monster. Then Theodore
ordered his dogs released. The two bulldogs went charging into battle. They
dodged the teeth and terrible claws and sank their teeth into the dragon�s
legs, one on each foreleg. The dragon reared up and Theodore saw his
chance and urged his horse forward, but before he could sink his lance into
the soft dragon�s belly, there came a terrible cry and a giant belch of flame
from the dragon�s mouth.

The poor horse had become used to the sight of the dragon, but it had
never heard such a mean, fierce screech. It was too much for it and he
reared and threw young Theodore to the ground and rushed madly into the
forest. It seemed that all was lost.

Stunned, Theodore tried to clear his head. Only brave dogs saved the
day, for nothing could shake loose their grip. The dragon howled and
thrashed about, but could do nothing. Young Theodore, in the meantime,
came to his senses and reached for his lance, but the dragon had stepped on
it with his great weight and had broken it in half. Theodore had only his
sword with which to fight, and he drew it and charged at the dragon. He felt
its hot breath on his helmet. He struck with the sword again and again and
pierced the breast. He drove the sword to its hilt and slashed for the heart.
Dark, hot blood burst forth and the dragon gave one fearsome scream and
toppled forward, right on young Theodore.

The squire saw all of this and thought his master was dead because he
could see only a leg and an arm quivering beneath the still body of the
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dragon. But he came up to the dragon and took hold of his master�s body and
tugged and pulled and yanked until the body of Theodore came out from
beneath the carcass of the dragon. The squire removed young Theodore�s
helmet and the young knight raised his head. He had fought the dragon and
survived.

This might be the end of the story, but fate added one more twist to the
tale. Everyone rejoiced at the happy news that the dragon was dead, and they
followed young Theodore through the streets to the very gates of the the
great hall where the Grand Master lived. As Theodore entered the hall all the
knights of his order rose up and cheered his brave deed. But the Grand
Master was silent.

As Theodore approached him, the Grand Master said, �What is the
cause of this great honour and acclaim? What great deed have you
performed?�

�Sir,� said Theodore, �In His mercy, God has allowed me to kill the
dragon of Rhodes.�

�That cannot be,� said the Grand Master, �for when we last met, I said
you should not go to kill the dragon. If you went you would have disobeyed
me, and in so doing, you would have broken your vow of obedience. Now
what do you say, have you killed the dragon?�

The great hall was silent. All of the knights and squires and attendants
and ladies waited on Theodore�s answer.

�My Grand Lord,� said the young knight, �I went against your
commands and I did kill the dragon.�

�It is nothing to conquer dragons if we cannot conquer the pride and
willfullness in our hearts,� said the Grand Master. �You have broken your
vows. In this deed you showed great bravery and cunnning, but you lacked
the virtue of humility and obedience. Therefore, give me your sword and
shield. Remove your armour and go and place yourself in the dungeons
where you may reflect upon your disobedience.�

There were gasps from the ladies, and mumbling from the throng of
brave knights, but young Theodore said, �My Grand Master, my rash and
foolish heart rushed into danger, ignoring your wise words. I am guilty of all
you say and more, for I have thought my wisdom was greater than yours.
Therefore, I yield to you my sword and shield.� So saying, he placed them at
the feet of the Grand Master. Then Theodore called to his squire, �Assist
me.� And they removed his armour and placed them, too, at the Master�s
feet, until Theodore stood, dressed only in his long tunic. �I ask your leave as
I take myself to the dungeons.�

�Go,� said the Grand Master.
Young Theodore moved through the crowd which opened to let him

pass. There were whispers of encouragement but he said nothing in return.
Watching all of this, the Grand Master waited. When Theodore flung open the
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door that led to the dungeons below, the Grand Master called, �Wait! This
young knight has conducted himself properly. Whatever his earlier sin of
disobedience, I see that now he is obedient. Come, brave and noble Sir
Theodore. Come and let me embrace you and count you among my bravest
and most worthy knights!� So saying, the Grand Master crossed the hall and
threw his arms about Theodore.

A great cheer went up in the hall and there was feasting and
celebration throughout the day and into the night for Sir Theodore had killed
the fierce dragon of Rhodes.

Tasks and Exercises

I. Read the story paying attention to the words and expressions:

many of the knights ìíîæåñòâî ðûöàðåé
a dragon äðàêîí
the Grand Master Âåëèêèé Ìàãèñòð
to refuse îòêàçûâàòü
to devise a plan ðàçðàáîòàòü ïëàí
to forbid çàïðåùàòü
to saddle the horses îñåäëàòü ëîøàäåé
fearsome ãðîçíûé, ñòðàøíûé, æóòêèé
a weak spot ñëàáîå ìåñòî
life-size â íàòóðàëüíóþ âåëè÷èíó
a bulldog áóëüäîã
to get used ïðèâûêíóòü
to pray ìîëèòüñÿ
to face the monster ïðåäñòàòü ïåðåä, ñòîëêíóòüñÿ ñ

÷óäîâèùåì
to rush madly áåøåíî êèíóòüñÿ, óì÷àòüñÿ
to topple forward ïàäàòü âïåðåä
to survive âûæèòü
to rejoice ðàäîâàòüñÿ
to disobey îñëóøàòüñÿ
a dungeon òþðüìà, òåìíèöà
to be guilty áûòü âèíîâíûì
to conduct oneself properly ïðàâèëüíî ñåáÿ âåñòè
the bravest and ñàìûå õðàáðûå è
most worthy knights äîñòîéíûå ðûöàðè
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II. Complete the sentences according to the story.

1. The fearsome dragon lived
A. in the mountains.
B. on the island.
C. in the sea.

2. The Grand Master forbade Theodore to go to the dragon because
A. he didn�t want Theodore to throw his life away.
B. he wanted to send another knight to the dragon.
C. he wanted to slay the dragon himself.

3. Theodore went to the battle with the dragon
A. alone.
B. with his friend.
C. with his squire.

4. The dragon was
A. twice as tall as a horse.
B. three times as tall as a horse.
C. four times as tall as a horse.

5. The other knights couldn�t kill the dragon because
A. they were afraid.
B. the body of the dragon was protected by the thick scales.
C. of the flame that came from the dragon�s mouth.

6. Theodore asked to make a life-size model of the dragon
A. to train the horse and the dogs.
B. to scare the dragon.
C. to try first �to kill� the model.

7. Just before the battle the dragon
A. had killed another knight.
B. had eaten a herd of cows.
C. had burnt a forest.

8. Theodore�s horse fled into the forest because it was scared by
A. the flame that came from the dragon�s mouth.
B. the terrific dimensions of the dragon.
C. the dragon�s terrible mean screech.

9. Theodore was saved by
A. his dogs.
B. his squire.
C. his friends.

10. When Theodore came back the Grand Master
A. rewarded him.
B. thanked him.
C. sent him to the dungeons.
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III. Give extended answers to the following questions.

1. What did the Grand Master tell Theodore when he first asked to
fight the dragon?

2. What did the dragon do if he had no knights to eat?
3. Why did Theodore decide that he would be able to kill the dragon?
4. What animals helped Theodore to kill the dragon? Why did he

choose them? How did he train them?
5. Why did the squire ask Theodore to turn back?
6. How did Theodore kill the dragon?
7. Why was the Grand Master going to take Theodore�s sword and

armour and send him to the dungeons?
8. Why did the Grand Master forgive Theodore?

IV. Describe the Dragon.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

V. Translate the expressions from the story.
Get ready to use them in the context of the story.

brave deeds
________________________________________________________________
to rescue
________________________________________________________________
untried
________________________________________________________________
a foul odor
________________________________________________________________
steady hand
________________________________________________________________
a blacksmith
________________________________________________________________
to take hold of smth
________________________________________________________________
to charge
________________________________________________________________
to slay
________________________________________________________________
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to clear one�s head
________________________________________________________________
one more twist to the tale
________________________________________________________________
to lack the virtue of humility
________________________________________________________________
noble
________________________________________________________________

îãíåííîå äûõàíèå
________________________________________________________________
çàùèùàòü
________________________________________________________________
íî÷íàÿ ìîëèòâà
________________________________________________________________
âûáðîñèòü ìûñëü èç ãîëîâû
________________________________________________________________
âñòàòü íà äûáû
________________________________________________________________
õðèïëûé èëè âèçãëèâûé êðèê
________________________________________________________________
îáåò ïîñëóøàíèÿ
________________________________________________________________
ïðåîäîëåâàòü, ïðåâîçìîãàòü, ïîáåæäàòü
________________________________________________________________
øåïîò îäîáðåíèÿ
________________________________________________________________

VI. Translate the passage from, �Late that evening...� up to
�...tried to kill him.�; and �Stunned, Theodore...� up to �...and
survived.�.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Get ready to read the passages out loud in class.

VII. Translate the following sentences into English using the
vocabulary of the story.

1. Îí íèêàê íå ìîã âûáðîñèòü èç ãîëîâû ìûñëü, ÷òî îí âèíîâåí â
ñìåðòè îòöà.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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2. Ïðèíöåññ âñåãäà ñïàñàëè õðàáðûå è äîñòîéíûå ðûöàðè.
____________________________________________________________

3. Îí îñëóøàëñÿ ñâîþ ìàòü è òåïåðü ìîëèë áîãà î ïðîùåíèè.
____________________________________________________________

4. Ê õîðîøåìó áûñòðî ïðèâûêàåøü, è ïîòîì òðóäíî îòêàçûâàòü
ñåáå â ÷åì-ëèáî.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

5. Îí ñ òðóäîì ñìîã ïðèéòè â ñåáÿ ïîñëå òîãî, êàê óñëûøàë ÷åé-
òî ãðîìêèé âèçãëèâûé êðèê.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

6. Íàäî ïîáåæäàòü ñâîè ïîðîêè è íå çàáûâàòü î ñâîèõ
äîáðîäåòåëÿõ.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

7. Îí ðàçðàáîòàë ñòðàøíûé, êîâàðíûé ïëàí î òîì, êàê óáèòü
äðàêîíà.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

8. Ýëëè ñòàðàëàñü ïðàâèëüíî âåñòè ñåáÿ â îáùåñòâå, è î÷åíü
ðàäîâàëàñü, êîãäà åé ýòî óäàâàëîñü.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

VII. Situations for discussion.

Compose a story of how brave young people sometimes manage
to do things which mature and experienced people can�t do.

Discuss, what kind of person you would prefer at an important
position, young or not very young.

Use the vocabulary of the story.
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