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ÒÅÌÀÒÈ×ÅÑÊÈÉ ÏËÀÍ

Â äàííîé þíèòå ñîäåðæàòñÿ òåêñòû è äèàëîãè íà ñëåäóþùèå òåìû:

Óðîê 1: Æèëüå, ìíîãîýòàæíûå äîìà è ÷àñòíûå îñîáíÿêè; æèëèùíàÿ
ïðîáëåìà â Âåëèêîáðèòàíèè; ïîèñê è ïîêóïêà äîìà.

Óðîê 2: Ïîèñê è àðåíäà êîìíàòû, êâàðòèðû; ïåðååçä íà íîâóþ êâàðòèðó  è
åå îáóñòðîéñòâî; ñîñåäè.

Óðîê 3: Ïðîáëåìû ñåìüè â ñîâðåìåííîé Âåëèêîáðèòàíèè; ðàñïðåäåëåíèå
ñåìåéíûõ îáÿçàííîñòåé; ðàçâîä è íåïîëíûå ñåìüè; âîñïèòàíèå äåòåé.

Óðîê 4: Îòíîøåíèÿ âíóòðè ñåìüè; îòíîøåíèÿ ìåæäó ðîäèòåëÿìè è äåòüìè.

Óðîê 5: â ýòîì óðîêå äàí îòðûâîê èç ïüåñû Êðèñòîôåðà Ìîðëåÿ �Â ÷åòâåðã
âå÷åðîì�, çàòðàãèâàþùèé âîïðîñû âçàèìîîòíîøåíèé âíóòðè ìîëîäîé ñåìüè.

Êàæäûé óðîê ñîâïðîâîæäàåòñÿ êîìïëåêñîì óïðàæíåíèé, ðîëåâûõ èãð è
òâîð÷åñêèõ çàäàíèé äëÿ çàêðåïëåíèÿ íîâûõ ñëîâ è âûðàæåíèé èç àêòèâíîãî
ñëîâàðÿ ïî êàæäîé êîíêðåòíîé òåìå.
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ÏÅÐÅ×ÅÍÜ ÓÌÅÍÈÉ

¹
ï/ï

Óìåíèå Àëãîðèòì

1. Ñîñòàâëåíèå
summary

1. Ïðî÷èòàéòå òåêñò.

2. Âûäåëèòå îñíîâíûå ïîíÿòèÿ è èäåè òåêñòà.

3. Ñîñòàâüòå ïðåäëîæåíèÿ, îáîáùàþùèå ñìûñë
òåêñòà, óïîòðåáëÿÿ ñëîâà-ñâÿçêè.

4. Ïðî÷òèòå summary, âíåñèòå íåîáõîäèìóþ îð-
ôîãðàôè÷åñêóþ, ãðàììàòè÷åñêóþ è ñòèëèñòè-
÷åñêóþ ïðàâêó.

2. Ñîñòàâëåíèå
ñîáñòâåííîãî
äèàëîãà

1. Ïðî÷òèòå äàííûé â þíèòå äèàëîã.

2. Îïðåäåëèòå ñþæåò è ó÷àñòíèêîâ Âàøåãî äèà-
ëîãà.

3. Ñîñòàâüòå ðåïëèêè ïåðñîíàæåé, èñïîëüçóÿ
àêòèâíûé ñëîâàðü óðîêà è áàçîâûé äèàëîã
þíèòû.

4. Ñîñòàâüòå äèàëîã ïîëíîñòüþ, âíåñèòå íåîáõî-
äèìóþ ðåäàêòîðñêóþ ïðàâêó.

3. Ñèòóàöèÿ 1. Îïèðàÿñü íà äàííîå â þíèòå çàäàíèå, îïðåäå-
ëèòå ñþæåò è ó÷àñòíèêîâ ñèòóàöèè.

2. Ñîñòàâüòå âûñòóïëåíèå (äèàëîã) îò ñâîåãî ëè-
öà ëèáî ó÷àñòíèêà ñèòóàöèè, èñïîëüçóÿ àêòèâ-
íûé ñëîâàðü óðîêà.

3. Ðàçûãðàéòå ñèòóàöèþ ñî ñâîèìè êîëëåãàìè.

4. Ñîñòàâëåíèå
ñîáñòâåííîãî
ðàññêàçà ïî
òåìå

1. Îïðåäåëèòå ñþæåò è ïåðñîíàæåé Âàøåãî ðàñ-
ñêàçà.

2. Ñîñòàâüòå ïëàí ðàññêàçà.

3. Èñïîëüçóÿ àêòèâíûé ñëîâàðü óðîêà ëèáî òåê-
ñòû þíèòû, ñîñòàâüòå ïðåäëîæåíèÿ (ðåïëèêè).

4. Ïðî÷òèòå ÷åðíîâèê, ñâåäèòå ôðàçû â åäèíîå
öåëîå, âíåñèòå ðåäàêòîðñêóþ ïðàâêó.

5. Ñîñòàâëåíèå
âîïðîñîâ ê òåê-
ñòó (ôðàçàì)

1. Ïðî÷òèòå òåêñò (ôðàçó).

2. Îïðåäåëèòå ÷àñòè ïðåäëîæåíèÿ, ê êîòîðûì Âû
õîòèòå çàäàòü âîïðîñ.

3. Îïðåäåëèòå òèï çàäàâàåìîãî âîïðîñà (îáùèé,
ñïåöèàëüíûé, ðàçäåëèòåëüíûé).

4. Ïîñòðîéòå âîïðîñèòåëüíîå ïðåäëîæåíèå, ñî-
áëþäàÿ ñîîòâåòñòâóþùèé äàííîìó òèïó ïîðÿ-
äîê ñëîâ.
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LESSON 1  ÓÐÎÊ
1

HOUSE

PART I

` TASK 1. Listen to, and read the text. Make up 5 questions
and give a summary of the text.

HOUSING

Almost everybody in Britain dreams of living in a detached house; that
is, a house which is a separate building. The saying, �An Engishman�s home is
his castle� is well-known. It illustrates the desire for privacy and the
importance attached to ownership which seem to be at the heart of the
British attitude to housing.

A large, detached house not only ensures privacy, it is also a status
symbol. At the extreme end of the scale there is the aristocratic �stately
home� set in acres of garden. Of course, such a house is an unrealistic
dream for most people. But even a small detached house, surrounded by a
garden, gives the required suggestion of rural life which is dear to the
hearts of many British people. Most people would be happy to live in a
cottage, and if this is a thatched cottage reminiscent of the pre-industrial
age, so much the better.

Most people try to avoid living in blocks of flats (what the Americans
call �apartment blocks�). Flats, they feel, provide the least amount of
privacy. With a few exceptions, mostly in certain locations in central
London, flats are the cheapest kind of home. The people who live in them
are those who cannot afford to live anywhere else.

The dislike of living in flats is very strong. In the 1950s millions of
poorer people lived in old, cold, uncomfortable nineteenth century houses,
often with only an outside toilet and no bathroom. During the next twenty
years many of them were given smart new �high rise� blocks of flats to live
in which, with central heating and bathrooms, were much more
comfortable and were surrounded by grassy open spaces. But people
hated their new homes. They said they felt cut off from the world all those
floors up. They missed the neighbourliness. They couldn�t keep a watchful
eye on their children playing down there in those lovely green spaces. The
new high-rise blocks quickly deteriorated. The lifts broke down. The lights
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in the corridors didn�t work. Windows got broken and were not repaired.
There was graffiti all over the walls.

In theory (and except for the difficulty with supervising children), there
is no objective reason why these high-rise blocks (also known as �tower
blocks�) could not have been a success. In other countries millions of people
live reasonably happily in flats. But in Britain they were a failure because they
do not suit British attitudes. The failure has been generally recognized for
several years now. No more high-rises are being built. At the present time,
only 4% of the population live in them . Only 20% of the country�s households
live in flats of any kind.

VOCABULARY

detached (house) [di�tCtFt] � îñîáíÿê, îòäåëüíûé, îáîñîáëåííûé,
íåçàâèñèìûé

separate [�seprit] � èçîëèðîâàííûé, îòäåëüíûé, óåäèíåííûé
castle [kas:l] � çàìîê, äâîðåö
ownership [ � o u n D F i p ] � ñîáñòâåííîñòü, âëàäåíèå, ïðàâî

ñîáñòâåííîñòè
ensure [in�FuD] � îáåñïå÷èâàòü, ãàðàíòèðîâàòü
privacy [�praivDsi] � óåäèíåííîñòü, îäèíî÷åñòâî
rural(life) [�ruDrDl] � ñåëüñêèé. äåðåâåíñêèé
thatched [�HCfFit] � êðûòûé ñîëîìîé èëè òðîñòíèêîì
reminiscent [�remi�nisnt] � íàïîìèíàþùèé î ïðîøëîì
high-rise blocks of flats (àìåð. high-rise apartment building) �

ìíîãîýòàæíûé, âûñîòíûé æèëîé äîì
to miss smth. � ÷óâñòâîâàòü îòñóòñòâèå, ñêó÷àòü ïî
deteriorate [di�tiDreit] � ïîðòèòüñÿ, ïðèõîäèòü â íåãîäíîñòü
graffito [grD�ti::tou], ðm. graffiti [grD�fi:ti:] � íàäïèñè íà ñòåíàõ

TASK 2. Translate the following sentences from English:

1. Almost everybody in Britain dreams of living in a detached house,
that is, a house which is a separate building.

2. The saying, �An Englishman�s home is his castle� is well-known.
3. A large, detached house not only ensures privacy. It is also a status

symbol.
4. Most people would be happy to live in a cottage, and if this is a

thatched cottage, reminiscent of a pro-industrial age, so much the better.
5. Most people try to avoid living in blocks of flats (what the

Americans call �apartment blocks�). Flat, they feel, provides the least
amount of privacy.

6. The dislike of living in flats is very strong.
7. In the 1950s millions of poorer people lived in old, cold,
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uncomfortable nineteenth century houses, often with only an outside toilet
and no bathroom.

8. But people hated their new homes. They said they felt cut off from
the world all those floors up.

9. The new high-rise blocks quickly deteriorated.
10.The lifts broke down, the lights in the corridors didn�t work,

windows got broken and were not repaired, there was graffiti all over the
walls.

TASK 3. FALSE OR TRUE? Explain why.

1. Almost everybody in Britain dreams of living in blocks of flats.
2. A large, detached house is not a status symbol.
3. Most people would be happy to live in a cottage, and if this is a

thatched cottage, reminiscent of pre-industrial age, so much the better.
4. With a few exceptions, mostly in certain locations in central

London, flats are the most expansive kind of home.
5. In the l950s mill ions of poorer people lived in old, cold,

uncomfortable nineteenth century houses, often with only an outside toilet
and no bathroom.

6. They could keep a watchful eye on their children playing down
there in those lovely green spaces.

TASK 4. Complete the sentences.

1. Almost everybody in Britain dreams of...

__________________________________________________________________
2. It illustrated the desire for the privacy and the importance...

__________________________________________________________________
3. But even a small detached house, surrounded by garden...

__________________________________________________________________
4. Most people try to avoid living in blocks of flats...

__________________________________________________________________
5. With a few exeptions, mostly in certain locations in central...

__________________________________________________________________
6. In the 1950s millions of poorer people lived in...

__________________________________________________________________
7. They said that they felt cut off from the world...

__________________________________________________________________
8. They couldn�t keep a watchful eye on...

__________________________________________________________________
9. In other countries millions of people...
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__________________________________________________________________
10. But in Britain they were...

__________________________________________________________________

TASK 5. Conversation and discussion.

Can you prove the statement that most people in Britain dream of
living in a detached house. How is it in your country?

ROLE-PLAY

Make up a dialogue (and act it out) between a person (student A)
who prefers to live in a detached house and someone (student B) who
likes living in blocks of flats. Talk in pairs about the pros and cons of it.

PART 2

` TASK 1. Listen to, read and translate the text. Make up 10
questions.

HOMELESSNESS

In 1993 it was estimated that there were half a million homeless
people in Britain � that�s one of the highest proportions of the population
in all the countries of Europe. The supply of council housing is limited, and
has decreased since the 1980s because of the sale of council houses and
the lack of money available for building new ones. In addition, many
council houses and flats were badly built and are now uninhabitable. Laws
passed in the 1970s to increase the security of tenants renting from private
landlords made it less profitable for people to let out their houses, so the
supply of private accommodation for rent has also gone down. There are
large numbers of people who can�t afford to rent somewhere to live
privately, who are not eligible for council accommodation (and who would
probably be at the end of a long waiting list if they were) and who
certainly can�t afford to buy a house or flat. Finally, as elsewhere in western
Europe, the average size of households has become smaller, so that,
although the population is increasing only very slowly, more places to live
are still needed.

In the early 1990s many people who previously thought that they
were secure in their own homes suddenly faced the prospect of
homelessness. They had taken out large mortgages to buy their homes at a
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time when the country was going through an economic boom and house
prices were rising (and looked as if they would continue to rise). Many of
these people lost their jobs in the recession and so could no longer afford
the monthly mortgage payments. To make matters worse, the value of
houses, unusually, fell sharply at this time. They had to sell their homes, often
for less than they bought them, and so were in debt as well as homeless.

 Most homeless families are provided with temporary accommodation
in boarding houses (small privately run guest houses or �bed and
breakfasts�) by their local council. It is the duty of local authorities to house
homeless families. Some families, and many single people, find even more
temporary shelter in hostels for the homeless which are run by charitable
organizations. Thousands of single people simply live on the streets, where
they �sleep rough�. The phrase �cardboard city� became well-known in the
1980s to describe areas of big cities, particularly London, where large
numbers of homeless people camped out, protected from the weather only
by cardboard boxes.

Solving the problem of homelessness is not a political priority for the
British government, partly because the level of public awareness of the
situation is low (in spite of the efforts of charities such as Shelter, who give
advice to the homeless and who campaign on their behalf). In many cases,
the homeless are those with personal problems which make it difficult for
them to settle down. In some cases, they are people who simply don�t want
to �settle down� and who wouldn�t class themselves as homeless. There are,
for example, several thousand �travellers� in the country, both traditional
gypsies who have lead a nomadic life for generations, and more recent
converts to this lifestyle. Their homes are the vehicles in which they move
from place to place, and they are often persecuted by unsympathetic
authorities. For these people, the problem is not that they are �homeless� but
in the official attitude towards their way of life.

VOCABULARY

estimate [�estimeit] � îöåíèâàòü, ïðèáëèçèòåëüíî ïîäñ÷èòûâàòü
council(housing) [kaunsl] � ìóíèöèïàëüíîå (ãîñóäàðñòâåííîå)

æèëü¸
decrease [di�kri:s] � óìåíüøàòü
available [D�veilDbl] � èìåþùèéñÿ â ðàñïîðÿæåíèè
tenant [tenDnt] � íàíèìàòåëü, àðåíäàòîð, ñú¸ìùèê ïîìåùåíèÿ
landlord [lCndlO:rd] � âëàäåëåö äîìà, ñäàþùèé êâàðòèðû
eligible [�elidZDbl] � èìåþùèé ïðàâî
council accommodation � ìóíèöèïàëüíîå (ãîñóäàðñòâåííîå)

æèëü¸
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average [�CveridZ] � ñðåäíåå ÷èñëî
household [haus�hould)] � ñåìüÿ, äîìàøíåå õîçÿéñòâî
mortgage [mo:gidZ] � ññóäà, çàêëàäíàÿ, çàêëàä, çàêëàäûâàòü
recession [riseFn] � óõîä, óäàëåíèå; ñïàä, ïàäåíèå (ïðîèçâîäñòâà,

ñïðîñà)
in debt [det] � â äîëãó, áûòü â äîëãàõ
temporary accommodation � âðåìåííîå æèëü¸
boarding houses [bO:dinNhaus] � ïàíñèîí, ìåáëèðîâàííûå êîìíàòû

ñî ñòîëîì
temporary shelter in hostels [ h O s t D l ]  � âðåìåííàÿ �êðûøà� â

îáùåæèòèÿõ
charitable organization � áëàãîòâîðèòåëüíàÿ îðãàíèçàöèÿ
solve the problem � ðåøèòü ïðîáëåìó
aware [DwED] � ñîçíàþùèé (awareness � îñîçíàíèå)
settle down (the problem) � ïðèíèìàòüñÿ, áðàòüñÿ çà êàêîå-ëèáî

äåëî
to lead a nomadic life [no�mCdik] � âåñòè êî÷åâîé îáðàç æèçíè
persecute [�pD:sikju:t] � ïðåñëåäîâàòü, ïîäâåðãàòü ãîíåíèÿì
unsympathetic [�un�simpD�Hetik] � íåñî÷óâñòâóþùèé, íåäðóæåñòâåííî

íàñòðîåííûé, ÷¸ðñòâûé

TASK 1. Translate into Russian.

a million homeless people In Britain;
the supply of council housing is limited;
the sale of council houses;
the lack of money available for building new ones;
many council houses and flats were badly built;
to increase the security of tenants renting from private landlords;
the supply the private accomodation for rent has gone down;
large numbers of people can�t afford to rent somewhere to live
privately;
the average size of households has become smaller;
more places to live are still needed;
many people suddenly faced the prospect of homelessness;
large morgages;
a time  when th country was going through an economic boom;
many people lost their jobs during the recession;
the value of houses fell sharply;
to sell (the) homes;
most homeless families are provided with temporary accommodations
in boarding houses;
local council;
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local authorities;
some families find temporary shelter in hostels for the homeless;
to be run by charitable organizations;
�cardboard city�;
to camp out;
to settle down the problem;
to lead a nomadic life for generations;
they are often persecuted by unsympathetic authorities.

TASK 3. FALSE OR TRUE?

1. Solving the problem of homelessness is a political priority for the
British government.

2. Most homeless families are not provided with temporary
accommodations in boarding houses by the local council.

3. In 1993,  it was estimated that there were half a million homeless
people in Britain � that�s one of the lowest proportions of the population in
all the countries of Europe.

4.The supply of council housing is not limited and has increased.
5. There are large numbers of people who can afford to rent

somewhere to live privately.
6. Some families and many single people find more temporary

shelter in hostels for the homeless which are run by charitable
organizations.

TASK 4. Discuss the text.

1. Are there homeless people in your country?
2. Solving the problem of homelessness is a political priority for your

government, isn�t it?
3. Are there any charitable organizations which try to solve (to settle

down) the problem of homeleseness and single people in your country?
4. The supply of council housing in Britain is limited, isn�t it? Why?
5. Can you prove the statement that there are half a million homeless

people in Britain.
6. Where can homeless and single people find shelter or temporary

accommodations (in Britain and in your country)?
7. Do you agree with the statement that people become homeless

mostly because of their laziness and lack of desire to earn money? Prove
your point.

TASK 5. Role-play. Make up a dialogue. Prove using the
vocabulary.
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You are a journalist. You are interested in the problem of
homelessness and single  people in Britain (or in your country).

You are interviewing different people: refugees who have suffered
from political persecution, natural disasters, accidents, military conflicts, etc.
Ask �the man in the street� his /her attitude to homeless and single people.

PART 3

` TASK 1. Listen to, read and retell th text.

FLATS IN THE CLOUDS

Blocks of �high-rise� flats have been erected in large numbers in
London and in many other big cities. Just after the Second World War
these immense twenty-to-thirty storey buildings, hundreds of feet in height,
were thought to be the ideal solution to the dual problem of acute housing
shortage and lack of space in urban areas. At first, the ultra-modern
apartments were much sought after by city-dwellers, and hundreds of the
vast blocks had been built before anyone began to doubt that they were
suitable places for people, children especially, to live in. A well-known
British architect, who personally designed many of these buildings, now
believes that they may well have inflicted a great deal of suffering on those
people who have been housed in them, and evidence has been amassed
by sociologists which suggests that severe loneliness and deep depression
are brought about by life within these great towers. Some psychologists
even maintain that an unduly large proportion of their inhabitants suffer
from mental disorders and develop criminal tendencies. As a result of the
recent queries, plans for new high-rise blocks are being scrapped. They
are going to be replaced by so-called �low-rise� blocks, at most six storeys
high.

VOCABULARY

to erect � âîçâîäèòü
acute housing shortage � îñòðàÿ íåõâàòêà æèëüÿ
to design � ïðîåêòèðîâàòü
to amass evidence � ñîáèðàòü ñâèäåòåëüñòâà, äàííûå
unduly large proportion � ÷åðåçìåðíî áîëüøàÿ ÷àñòü
suffer from mental disorders � ñòðàäàòü óìñòâåííûì

ðàññòðîéñòâîì
queries � îïðîñû
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to scrap � îòáðîñèòü, îòìåíèòü

TASK 2. Answer the following questions:

1. How would you account for the title of this text?
2. Why were blocks of high-rise flats built?
3. Why was this kind of lodging much sought by city-dwellers?
4. Why were they later disappointed?
5. How did the queries affect plans for new high-rise blocks?
6. Do you think that high-rise blocks should not be built in your

country?
7. What kind of lodging is the best place for people to live in in your

opinion?

TASK 3. Translate into English.

Â 60�70-å ãîäû â Ìîñêâå è ìíîãèõ äðóãèõ êðóïíûõ ãîðîäàõ

______________________________________________________________________________________

Ðîññèè áûëè ïîñòðîåíû â áîëüøèõ êîëè÷åñòâàõ ìàëîýòàæíûå (ñàìîå

__________________________________________________________________
áîëüøîå � ïÿòü ýòàæåé) äîìà. Îíè áûëè ïðèçâàíû ðåøèòü ïðîáëåìó

__________________________________________________________________

îñòðîé íåõâàòêè æèëüÿ. Â 80�90-å ãîäû íà÷àëè âîçäâèãàòü

__________________________________________________________________

ìíîãîýòàæíûå âûñîòíûå äîìà. Ïî ìíåíèþ íåêîòîðûõ ñïåöèàëèñòîâ,

__________________________________________________________________
ýòè ãðîìàäíûå 20�30-ýòàæíûå çäàíèÿ ÿâëÿþòñÿ èäåàëüíûì

__________________________________________________________________

ðåøåíèåì äâîéíîé ïðîáëåìû � îñòðîé íåõâàòêè æèëüÿ è áîëåå

__________________________________________________________________

ðàöèîíàëüíîãî èñïîëüçîâàíèÿ ãîðîäñêîé òåððèòîðèè.

__________________________________________________________________
Ìíîãèå õîòåëè áû æèòü â ýòèõ óëüòðàñîâðåìåííûõ

__________________________________________________________________

àïàðòàìåíòàõ, îäíàêî íåêîòîðûå èç òåõ, êòî ïîñåëèëñÿ â òàêèõ äîìàõ,

__________________________________________________________________

íà÷èíàþò ñîìíåâàòüñÿ, â òîì. ÷òî îíè ÿâëÿþòñÿ ïîäõîäÿùèì ìåñòîì

__________________________________________________________________

äëÿ ïðîæèâàíèÿ ëþäåé, îñîáåííî äåòåé. Îíè ãîâîðÿò, ÷òî ÷óâñòâóþò
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__________________________________________________________________

ñåáÿ îòðåçàííûìè îò îñòàëüíîãî ìèðà íà âñåõ ýòèõ âûñîêèõ ýòàæàõ.

__________________________________________________________________

Èì íå õâàòàåò äîáðîñîñåäñêîãî îáùåíèÿ. Îíè íå ìîãóò íàáëþäàòü çà

__________________________________________________________________

äåòüìè, êîòîðûå èãðàþò âíèçó.

__________________________________________________________________

Íîâûå ìíîãîýòàæíûå êîðïóñà íåðåäêî íà÷èíàþò ïðèõîäèòü â

__________________________________________________________________

óïàäîê. Âñå ÷àùå ëîìàåòñÿ ëèôò. Â êîðèäîðàõ íå ãîðèò ñâåò, åñòü

__________________________________________________________________

ðàçáèòûå îêíà.

__________________________________________________________________

Çàðóáåæíûå ñîöèîëîãè è ïñèõîëîãè ñîáðàëè äàííûå,

__________________________________________________________________

ïîçâîëÿþùèå ïðåäïîëîæèòü, ÷òî æèçíü â ýòèõ âûñîêèõ áàøíÿõ ìîæåò

__________________________________________________________________

âûçûâàòü ÷óâñòâî ãíåòóùåãî îäèíî÷åñòâà è ãëóáîêóþ äåïðåññèþ.

__________________________________________________________________

Æèòåëè ýòèõ äîìîâ ÷àùå ñòðàäàþò óìñòâåííûìè ðàññòðîéñòâàìè è

__________________________________________________________________

ïðîÿâëÿþò êðèìèíàëüíûå íàêëîííîñòè.

__________________________________________________________________

PART 4

` TASK 1. Listen to and read the dialogue. Give a sumary of it.
Act it out.

A PLACE OF OUR OWN

ACT I

In the living room of the Stewarts� Home in Riverdale. Marylyn is
designing  a dress. She stops for a white to talk her mother-in-law Ellen.

Marilyn: Ellen, I�d like your opinion.
Ellen: About what?
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Marilyn: Well, Richard and I feel that with a baby coming we need to
have our own place to live.

Ellen: Oh.
Marilyn: Well, what do you think about Richard and me looking for a

small house or an apartment at this point in our lives?
Ellen: We love having you here, and there is room, and . . . and

when the baby comes, the baby can stay in your room for a while.
Marilyn: Richard feels we need to find a small house.
Ellen: I remember when I was pregnant with Richard. Philip and I

were living with Granma and Grandpa. Philip was a young doctor, and he
kept talking about having a house of our own. It�s natural.

Marilyn: What did you do?
Ellen: We looked at a lot of houses.
Marilyn: Did you find one?
Ellen: Oh, not at first. We couldn�t afford it. Grandpa wanted to lend

us the money to buy one, but Philip is too independent. He didn�t want to
borrow any money.

Marilyn: Sounds like Richard.
Ellen: They�re all alike. Richard is a real Stewart. He�s independent,

and sometimes just stubborn.
Marilyn: When did you buy a house?
Ellen: After Richard was born. I was teaching music, and Philip was

opening his first medical office.
Marilyn: Where was the house?
Ellen: Right here in Riverdale. Of course, it was a small house, but

just right tor us.
Marilyn: It�s funny. History repeats itself. Now Richard and I are

having a baby, and we probably won�t be able to afford a house right
away, either.

Ellen: Why don�t you look some houses, Marilyn?
Marilyn: Good idea.
Ellen: Look at the real estate section of Sunday�s Times. You�ll learn

a lot.
Marilyn: Maybe we should speak to a real-estate agent about a

house.
Ellen: And a bank about mortgage.
Marilyn: I�ll talk to Richard about it. I think it�s a good idea, Ellen. We

can learn a lot by asking.
Ellen: And if I can be of any help, let me know. As a matter of fact,

my friend Virginia Martinelli is a real-estate agent.
Marilyn: Good.
Ellen: You won�t believe this, but she sold us our first house and this

one.
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Marilyn: Well, I�ll tell Richard, and we�ll go to see her. (She looks at the
dress she is designing.) Do you think the skirt length is right, Ellen? Do you
think it�s too long?

Ellen: I think the skirt is just right. Are you planning to attach a train
to it?

Marilyn: No. No train. Just the dress. But I am going to make a
headpiece of lace.

Ellen: That dress is gourgeous.
Marilyn: Thanks, Ellen. And thanks for the advice about the house. I�ll

talk to Richard about it the minute he comes home.
Ellen: And remember, we love having you here. There�s no need to

rush.
(They hug.)
END OF ACT I

VOCABULARY

with a baby coming: Marilyn means that she is going to have a baby.
at this point: at this time.
room: enough space.
pregnant: going to have a baby.
We couldn�t afford it. We didn�t have enough money to buy it.
lend: to give something to someone with the understanding that the

person will return it.
borrow: to take something from someone with the understanding

that you will return it.
alike: similar.
stubborn: refusing to change(a belief or condition)
When did you buy a house?
Marilyn emphasizes (stresses) the auxiliary did. You stress the auxilary

in a question to show that you are curious to know more about something
in a conversation. Otherwise, the auxilary in a question is not stressed.

real-estate section: the part of a newspaper that lists homes for sale.
Times: this is a short name for the New York Times,

a newspaper.
real-estate agent: someone who helps people to

find a house to buy.
mortgage
After having taken out a loan on a house or

property for say between 15 to 30 years of term
repaymant to the bank, I decide I need more money. If I
have repaid to the bank already approximately half of
the original loan, I may MORTGAGE my property to the
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bank for the amount I have already paid.
train: the back part of long dress that touches the ground.
headpiece of lace:

TASK 2. Answer the following questions:

1. Do most people in your country own their homes or
apartments?

2. Is housing expensive in your city or town?
3. Do newlyweds in your country usually live with the parents of one of

them?
4. Do you think it is right to have a baby before having a place of

your own? Why?
5. Do you trust real-estate agents?
6. If you were short of money for buying a flat (a house) would you

address first of all banks or your friends?

TASK 3. Make up your own sentences using the vocabulary.
Give Russian equivalents to these notes.

TASK 4. Role-play. Retell the dialogue playing the roles of:
a) Marilyn; b) Ellen.

PART 4

` TASK 1. Listen to and read the dialogue. Give a sumary of it.
Act it out.

A PLACE OF OUR OWN

ACT II

In a real-estate office in Riverdale. Marylin and her husband Richard
are speaking about homes with Virginia Martinelli, a real-estate agent.

Virginia: I remember your parents� first house very well. It was on
Spring Avenue, near the park.

Richard: I grew up in that house.
Virginia: Yes, and you were such a cute baby.
Marilyn: I�ve seen pictures of him. He had blond hair.
Virginia: I�ve been friendly with the Stewart family for a long time, so

it�s my pleasure to help you find a house now.



20
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

Richard: Well, we�re not sure we can afford one.
Marilyn: But we�d like to find out about the possibilities.
Virginia: That�s a good idea. I love your house on Linden Street. I sold

your father that house seventeen years ago.
Marilyn: Really?
Richard: Yes, Mom was pregnant with Robbie then, and they

needed the extra room.
Virginia: I hear you�re expecting a baby, Mrs. Stewart.
Marilyn: Mmm�hmm. So we will be needing more room.
Virginia: Oh, so you don�t need something immediately?
Richard: No. But in five or six months...
Marilyn: And time passes so quickly.
Virginia: Yes, it does. Well, when you called, you gave me enough

information about your salaries and your savings. So I have a good idea
about your financial situation. Let me show you some pictures of houses.

Marilyn: With two bedrooms?
Virginia: Yes, I think I can show you some. Of course, they won�t be in

Riverdale. The cost of housing�s too high for you here.
Richard: I haven�t thought about living anywhere else. We�ve always

lived in this area.
Marilyn: Where should we look for a house, Mrs. Martinelli?
Virginia: Well, we have an office in Mount Kisco. It�s a lovely area,

and it�s only about an hour�s drive from here. [She takes out a book of
photos.] Here. I have a book with photos of some homes in that area. Now,
let�s see. Here. This is a lovely two-bedroom house in your price range.

Marilyn: It�s pretty, but I prefer a two-story home.
Richard: I do, too. I don�t care for a ranch type.
Virginia: OK. [She turns the pages of the real-estate book.] Oh, this is

a wonderful house. I know it well. I sold it to the present owners.
Richard: It looks wonderful.
Virginia: This is a two-bedroom, two-bath house. It has a full

basement, and it is on a half-acre lot. You can probably afford this one.
Marilyn: I like this house.
Richard: So do I.
Virginia: And the price is right. Would you like to go see it?
Richard: Yes. We�re planning to talk to someone at the bank next

week. Perhaps we could see the house this weekend.
Virginia: If someone doesn�t buy it before then. But let�s keep

looking, just to get an idea of some other possibilities.
Richard: This is very helpful, Mrs. Martinelli.
Virginia: Here. This is a wonderful example of Spanish-style
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architecture.
Richard: Oh, I love the roof tiles on a Spanish-style house.
Marilyn: It looks like the houses in Hollywood.
Virginia: It�s interesting. A house like this in Riverdale costs double

the price. [She turns the pages of the book.] Oh my! Here�s a real buy. It�s a
bargain. This house just came on the market.

Marilyn: It�s quite lovely, is it a two-bedroom house?
Virginia: No. It has three bedrooms and three baths. I know the

house. It has a brand new kitchen. And a living room with a twelve-foot
ceiling. And there�s a two-car garage.

Richard: Then why don�t we go look at this house, too?
Virginia: It�s a good investment.
Richard: Thank you, Mrs. Martinelli.
Marilyn: Thanks so much.
Virginia: My pleasure. Give my best to your parents.
[Richard and Marilyn get up to leave.]
Virginia: Your father�s a wonderful doctor, Richard. He took care of

my daughter when she was a child. He�s the best pediatrician in
Westchester.

Richard: Thanks, Mrs. Martinelli, I�ll give him your regards.
Marilyn: We really appreciate your advice.
Virginia: I do think you should go see the houses and talk to the

bank. Here. Let me give you some information sheets about the houses.
They�re both very good buys.

Richard: Well, thanks so much for your help and your time, Mrs.
Martinelli. /to Marylin/ We�ve got a lot to talk about.

Marilyn: Mmm-hmm. Thanks.

END OF ACT II

VOCABULARY

blond hair: yellow-brown hair.
salary: money that you earn for your job.
savings: money that you keep in a bank.
financial: reffering to money.
Mount Kisco: a town to the north of New York City.
two-bedroom house: a house with two bedrooms.
Do not use plural s with nouns used as adjectives: two-bedroom
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house.
in your price range: that you can afford.
two-story home: a house with two stories or floors.

ranch: a house with one story.

two-bath house: a house with two bathrooms.
full basement:
A basement is a part of a house below the ground, under the first

story. A full basement is under the whole house.
half-acre: a measure of land
One acre � 43,560 square feet.
lot: an area of land to build on.
The price is right = it�s a good price.
roof tiles

�This is a wonderful example of Spanish-style architecture�
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a real buy;
a bargain:
These phrases mean �something with a good price�.
came on the market: became available, or ready to sell.
brand new: made or bought very recently.
twelve-foot ceiling: a ceiling that is twelve feet high.

two-car garage: a garage for two cars.

a good investment:
If you buy something and later sell it for more money than you paid,

then it is a good investment.
Give my best to your parents = Tell your parents that I give them my

best wishes; say hello to your parents for me.
I�ll give them your regards = I�ll give them your best wishes; I�ll say

hello to them for you.
sheets: pieces of paper

TASK 2.

a) Make up your own sentences using the vocabulary.
b) Note from the text the sentences using the vocabulary and give

the Russian equivalent to them.

TASK 3. Role-play.

Retell the dialogue as if you were: a) Marilyn; b) Richard.
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TASK 3. Here is a floor plan of a house. Study the example.
Then do the exercises.

You sometimes form an adjective with a number and a noun.

       number    noun
 adjective

EXAMPLE: This house has two bedrooms.  It�s a two-bedroom
house.

Join the number and the noun with a hyphen (-). Do not use plural s
with the noun.

A. Complete the following paragraph. Choose the correct word in
parentheses. Write the correct words in the blank lines.

When Richard was born, Phil ip and Ellen bought a small,
two-______________ house with two ______________________. Philip and Ellen

were both working, and they were able to afford the house. They had a
thirty-___________ mortgage. They lived in that house for thirteen ___________,

until Robbie was born.

B. What do you see in each picture? Use the nouns in the box to form
the phrases. Then write the correct phrase on the line under each picture.
The first answer is given.

}} }

(story/stories)

DINING
ROOM

KITCHEN

GARAGE

LIVING
ROOM

MASTER
BEDROOM

BEDROOM

BATH

BATH

(bedroom/bedrooms)

(year/years)   (year/years)

 garage home acre story dollar lot car foot building ceiling
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PART 5

` TASK 1. Listen to and read the dialogue. Give a sumary of it.
Act it out.

A PLACE OF OUR OWN

ACT III

In a bank in Riverdale. Marylyn and Richard are speaking with a loan
officer about borrowing money to buy a house.

Mr. Riley: How do you do?
Richard: Hello.
Mr. Riley: l�m Ralph Riley. /He shakes Richard�s hand./
Richard: I�m Richard Stewart, and this is my wife, Marilyn.
Mr. Riley: Pleased to meet you.
Marilyn: /She shakes his hand./ Likewise, Mr. Riley.
Mr. Riley: Please, sit down. What can I do for you?
Richard: We�d like to discuss a mortgage.
Marilyn: For a house.
Mr. Riley: Fine. Are you buying a house or are you refinancing

your  present home?
Richard: We�re planning to buy a house.
Marilyn: And we�d like to find out about a mortgage.
Richard: We are customers of the bank. As a matter of fact, my

whole family banks here.
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Mr. Riley: I have some questions to ask. /He writes on a form./ Do
you own your house or do you rent?

Richard: Neither. We live with my parents, Dr. and Mrs. Philip
Stewart.

Mr. Riley: And how old are you?
Marilyn: I�m twenty-nine.
Richard: I�m thirty.
Mr. Riley: And, Mr. Stewart, what is your occupation?
Richard: I�m a freelance photographer.
Mr. Riley: And, Mrs. Stewart, are you working?
Marilyn: Yes. I�m a designer, and I work in a boutique.
Mr. Riley: Did you bring any savings or salary information? Last

year�s tax
forms?

Richard: Yes. Here they are.
Mr. Kilcy: OK. What . . . what kind of house did you have in mind?
Richard: We�re talking about buying a two-bedroom house in

Mount Kisco.
Here are the financial details on the house.

Mr. Riley: Thank you. /He reads the details./ Are you prepared to
make a ten-percent down payment?

Richard: Yes, we are.
Mr. Riley: Payments over thirty years?

/Marilyn and Richard nod their heads./

Richard: Yes.
Marilyn: Do you think we can get a loan?
Mr. Riley: Well, it depends. Do you own any other property? Any

stocks or bonds?
Richard: No.
Mr. Riley: I see. Then you don�t have any collateral. Perhaps you

could get a guarantors-someone to sign for the loan, for
you.

Richard: Why is that necessary?
Mr. Riley: Since you don�t have enough income, and you don�t

already own any property, the bank needs to be sure
you can pay the mortgage every month. A guarantor is
responsible for the loan if you can�t make the payments.

Richard: I see. Well, the idea of buying a house is exciting.
Marilyn: Thank you, Mr. Riley. We�ll read this over carefully.
Mr. Riley: Thank you.
Richard: Good-bye. Thanks.
Mr. Riley: Good-bye. And hope to see you soon.
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Richard: I hope so, too.

/They all shake hands./

Mr. Riley: Take care.
Marilyn: Good-bye.

Later, on the patio of the Stewarts� home. Richard and Marilyn are
speaking about their experience at the bank.

Richard: It all sounded so easy until they mentioned needing
collateral or a guarantor.

Marilyn: We have no collateral.
Richard: And I don�t think it�s a good idea to ask Dad to sign as a

guarantor.
I don�t feel right about it.

Marilyn: I understand your feelings about it, Richard.
Ellen: /She comes out to the patio with a tray of food./ Now, tell

me, what�s the problem?
Marilyn: We can get the loan from the bank if we can put up

some collateral.
Richard: And we don�t own anything to use as collateral.
Marilyn: Or someone can sign with us as a guarantor.
Ellen: Why don�t you speak to Dad?
Richard: No. If we buy a house, I want to be able to handle it

alone.
Ellen: Everybody needs help sometimes, Richard.
Marilyn: I understand Richard�s feelings about it, Ellen.
Richard: In two or three months, I�ll have an advance on my book

and be able to put more money down.
Marilyn: What about the house in Mount Kisco? Somebody else�ll

buy it by then.
Richard: Then there�ll be other houses, Marilyn.
Ellen: Richard has a point. You�re just beginning to look.
Marilyn: We�re in no great rush. It�s true.
Richard: This has been a great learning experience for us,

Marilyn. Talking to the real-estate agent. Looking at the
houses. Talking to the loan officer at the bank.

Marilyn: It has been a learning experience. That�s true.
Ellen: I think you�re doing the right thing. Taking your time.

Looking around. Especially with a purchase of this kind.
You�re talking about a lot of money.

Marilyn: We�ll call Mrs.Martinelli and tell her to keep looking for
us.

Richard: And I�ll call Mr.Riley at the bank and tell him we we�ll see
him in a couple of months.



28
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

Ellen: And if you ever need Dad or me to help you...
Marilyn: We know.
Ellen: You know we�ll be there for you.
Richard: It�s Stewart tradition. We are the family.

END OF ACT III

VOCABULARY

loan officer:
When you get a loan from a bank, the bank lends you money. If you

want a loan, you speak to the bank�s loan officer.
likewise: I feel the same way.
refinancing: getting a new mortgage
freelance: working for yourself
tax forms:
Workers from the United States must pay a part of the money they

earn to the United States government. This money is called income tax. The
amount of this tax depends on the worker�s total salary for the year. By
April 15 of each year, workers must complete tax forms to send to the
Internal Revenue Service. This is the agency of the U.S. government that
collects taxes. Some state and city governments collect additional income
taxes.

down payment:
When you get a mortgage for a house, you usually pay the bank part

of the price of the home immediately. This is a down payment.
over (thirty years): during a period of (thirty years)
property: something you own, such as land or a house
stocks:
If you buy stocks in a business, you own part of the company.
bonds:
A business or the government may sell bonds to get money. If you

buy a bond, the seller must pay back your money plus interest, or extra
money, on a specific date.

collateral: property that a lender can take from you if you can�t pay
back a loan

guarantor: someone who agrees to pay back your loan if you cannot
pay it

income: money that you earn
make payments: to pay back the loan
Read (this) over = Read (this) completely.
Take care = Take care of yourself. This is a common way to say
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good-bye.
Put up: to give.
This phrasal verb is usual with the word collateral.
handle: to deal with; be responsible for
Here, Richard means that he wants to be able to pay for a house by

himself.
an advance (noun): a payment by a publisher to an author before a

book is published
put more money down: to give a larger down payment
purchase: something bought
We�ll be there for you = You can ask us for help, we�ll support you
tradition: a custom.

TASK 2. Note down from the text the sentences using the
vocabulary. Give the Russian equivalent to them.

TASK 3. Make up your own sentences using the vocabulary.

TASK 4. Role play. Act out the following situations:

a) Marilyn is talking to her mother-in-law Ellen;
b) Marilyn and her husband Richard are in a real estate office.
    They are speaking about homes with a real-estate agent;
c) Marilyn and Richard are speaking with a loan-officer about
    borrowing money to buy a house.

PART 6

` TASK 1. Listen to the following text on the tape.

TASK 2. Answer the questions.

1. Why are flats unpopular in Britain?
2. In what way do people express their individuality?
3. Does everything about housing in Britain display individuality?
4. What are the reasons for building houses to the same design?
5. How do adjacent streets in British towns look from the air?
6. Who makes every single house look different?
7. What must you do first of all if you want to build an extention to

your house which is over a sertain size?
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LESSON 2  ÓÐÎÊ 2

FLAT

PART I

` TASK 1. Listen to and read the dialogue. Give a sumary of it.
Act it out.

A ROOM WITH A VIEW

Anna is working in the London sales office of Lufthansa, a big
German airline. She is going to be in England for at least two years. She
likes her job; she likes London. The reason she is not happy is that she
cannot find a room of her own. She has looked at many flats but they have
all been so expensive. At the moment she is staying with a cousin in Putney,
a suburb of London. The two girls do not get on well together. Anna
knows that she must find a room of her own. She likes Putney. The journey
to her office only takes twenty minutes. So the question is: Can she find a
room in Putney for  reasonable rent?

On Tuesday, April 15, Anna asked the manager for the morning off.
The manager said that she could have the whole day free. She left the
house and got a bus to Putney Bridge. Anna set off for the offices of The
Echo, the local newspaper, to put in an advertisement. She arrived at the
offices of The Echo at twenty past nine and went up to the advertising
department on the second floor.

Opposite her she saw a pretty, dark-haired girl and smiled at her. The
girl was also filling in a form.

Anna looked at the girl for a while and finally said:
Anna: Excuse me, I�m not quite sure how you say this in English. Do

you say �I want to let a room� or �I want to rent a room�?
Girl: Well, that depends. Have you got a room, or...
Anna: No, I want one...
Girl: Then you want to rent a room. You rent a room from someone,

you let a room to someone.
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Anna: I see. I always mix up those two verbs.
Susan: You speak very good English. Where do you come from?
Anna: Germany. My home is Hamburg. My name is Anna Klein.
Susan: How do you do? I�m Susan Bond. /they shake hands/ You say

you�re looking for a room?
Anna: Yes.
Susan: Furnished or unfurnished?
Anna: Furnished.
Susan: Hm. How much do you want to pay?
Anna: Not more than five pounds a week.
Susan: That�s funny. We want to let a room, and the rent is five

pounds a week. Why don�t you come and see it? lt�s quite near here.
Susan and Anna left the offices of The Echo together. They crossed

the bridge over the river and walked along busy High Street. Then they
climbed a steep hill and took the third turning on the left. The name of the
street was Chestnut Avenue.

It was a tall, well-built house. Anna liked the look of it immediately.
Susan walked up a short flight of steps and opened the front door. Anna
followed her into the hall.

Susan: Mother�s out. But I can show you the room. It�s on the top
floor. (They climb the stairs). Here we are. (She opens a door on the landing
at the top of the stairs).

Anna: What a lovely room!
Susan: Do you like it?
Anna: Yes, I do. Very much. /She walks over to the window and looks

at the view/. And such a marvellous view! Doesn�t the river look beautiful
when the sun�s shining on it? I do like to live near water. You�ve got a very
nice garden, haven�t you?

Anna liked the room very much. It was bigger than she expected;
about twenty feet (6 meters) long by sixteen feet (5 meters) wide. One
end had a curtain in front of it.  Anna looked behind the curtain. ln one
corner there was a wash-basin. She turned on the taps. The water from the
hot tap was really hot. There was also an electric burner and on a shelf
above it there were three new saucepans and a frying pan. Beside the
cooker there was a small cupboard. Anna opened it. In it there were
plates, cups, saucers and a teapot. In a drawer at the top there were
knives, forks and spoons. This part of the room was really a small kitchen.
Anna pulled back the curtain and looked at the rest of the room.

The carpet was light grey and covered most of the floor. In front of
the gas fire there was a thick red rug. The curtains were also red � but of
a lighter shade. The walls were white. The sun was now shining brightly
through the window. It was a cheerful comfortable room.

Beneath the window there was a dressing-table with three drawers



32
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

and a mirror. There were two armchairs, a small table with reading lamps
and a few pictures on the walls. Anna did not like the pictures. �l�ll soon
change those�, she thought, for she had already decided that she wanted
the room. Next to the gas fire there was a large built-in closet for clothes.

That evening Anna met Mrs. Bond. The two of them got on very well.
Mrs. Bond: Well, that�s fine, Anna. We�ll be very pleased to have you.

When do you want to move in?
Anna: May I come on Saturday?
Mrs. Bond: Yes, of course. I�ll be in all Saturday morning. I hope

you�ll like it here.
So, Anna got a room with a view over the river Thames.

(from �Anna in London� by Alan R. Beesley)

VOCABULARY

to stay with smb. (to live in place for a while, to be a visitor or
guest) � ãîñòèòü, æèòü ó êîãî-ëèáî íåêîòîðîå âðåìÿ;

Note! One stays with friends (in their house), but at(in) a hotel.

a suburb: a part of district or a town, lying away from the centre, an
outer area of a town or city, where people live (usually residential area) �
ïðèãîðîä, îêðàèíà;

in the suburbs � íà îêðàèíå, â ïðèãîðîäå, çà ãîðîäîì;
Note! the English equivalent for �ïðèãîðîäíûé ïîåçä� is � a local

train, a commuter train, short-distance train.

to get on well with: to form (to get along) or have friendly
relationships � ëàäèòü ñ êåì-ëèáî, èìåòü äðóæåñêèå îòíîøåíèÿ;

The journey to her office only takes 20 minutes: �to take� there
meaning �to last, need (a period of time)�;

Ann asked the manager for the morning off: �off� � an adverbial
particle, used in the meaning �away, free from regular work�
(îòïðîñèòüñÿ ñ ðàáîòû);

free day � ñâîáîäíûé äåíü.

to set off for/towards the place = to begin/start a journey �
îòïðàâèòüñÿ êóäà-ëèáî;

to put in an advertisement � äàòü îáúÿâëåíèå;

to arrive at (in) � ïðèåçæàòü, ïðèáûâàòü;
The preposition at is used with: villages, clubs, stations, theatre,

airport, hotels, office..., the preposition in is used with: continents, countries,
in!

to fill in a form � çàïîëíèòü áëàíê, àíêåòó;
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to let a room (to someone) � ñäàòü êîìíàòó êîìó-ëèáî;
to rent a room (from someone) � ñíÿòü êîìíàòó ó êîãî-ëèáî;
rent = money paid regulary for the use of a room, building, or piece

of land � êâàðòèðíàÿ / àðåíäíàÿ ïëàòà.
to pay high (big) / low rent � ïëàòèòü ìíîãî/ìàëî çà àðåíäó;
(They owe a month�s rent � îíè çàäîëæàëè çà êâàðòèðó çà 1 ìåñÿö)
to mix up � ñìåøèâàòü, ïóòàòü ÷òî-ëèáî;
to shake hands � ïîçäîðîâàòüñÿ ñ êåì-ëèáî;
to look for a room � èñêàòü êîìíàòó;
to be out = to be absent from home / from building � îòñóòñòâîâàòü,

íå áûòü äîìà / íà ìåñòå;
Ant. � to be in = to be present (especially at home or under the roof

of a building) � áûòü äîìà, íà ìåñòå;
to be away � to be gone a long time, to be out of town.
the top floor � âåðõíèé ýòàæ;
landing [�landiN] � ëåñòíè÷íàÿ ïëîùàäêà;
view [vju:] � âèä, ïåéçàæ.
a wash-basin � óìûâàëüíèê.
to turn on � îòêðûòü; âêëþ÷èòü
to turn off � çàêðûòü; âûêëþ÷èòü
hot plate, electric burner � ýëåêòðè÷åñêàÿ ïëèòà.

TASK 2. Translate the following sentences from the text. The
purpose is for you to compare the ways of expressing the same
idea in English and in Russian.

1. Anna is working in the London sales office of Lufthansa, a big
German airline.

2. ... she cannot find a room of her own.
3. At the moment she is staying with a cousin in Putney, a suburb of

London.
4. The two girls do not get on well together.
5. Can she find a room in Putney for reasonable rent?
6. Anna asked the manager for the morning off. The manager said

that she could have the whole day free. She left the house and got a bus to
Putney Bridge.

7. Anna set off for the offices of The Echo, the local newspaper, to put
in an advertisement. She arrived at the office of The Echo at twenty past
nine and went up to the advertising department on the second floor.

8. They crossed the bridge over the river and walked along busy
High Street.

9. It was a tall, well-built house. Anna liked the look of it immediately.
Susan walked up a short flight of steps and opened the front door. Anna
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followed her into the hall.
10. She walks over to the window and looks at the view... �Doesn�t

the river look beautiful when the sun�s shining on it? I do like to live near
water.�

11. Anna pulled back the curtain and looked at the rest of the room.
12. The curtains were also red, but of a lighter shade.
13. There were two reading lamps and a few pictures on the walls.
14. Anna got a room with a view over the river Thames.

TASK 3. Find in the text English equivalents for the following
Russian phrases:

ïî êðàéíåé ìåðå; ñâîÿ ñîáñòâåííàÿ êîìíàòà; ïîñìîòðåòü ìíîãî

__________________________________________________________________

êâàðòèð; äîðîãà íà ðàáîòó; çàíèìàåò 20 ìèíóò; óìåðåííàÿ ïëàòà çà

__________________________________________________________________
êâàðòèðó; âî âòîðíèê 15 àïðåëÿ; ìîæåòå áûòü ñâîáîäíû öåëûé äåíü;

__________________________________________________________________

ðåäàêöèÿ ìåñòíîé ãàçåòû; ïîìåñòèòü îáúÿâëåíèå; îòäåë îáúÿâëåíèé

__________________________________________________________________

íà 3 ýòàæå; çàïîëíèòü áëàíê (àíêåòó); ñäàâàòü êîìíàòó êîìó-ëèáî;

__________________________________________________________________
ìåáèëèðîâàííàÿ êîìíàòà; 6 ìåòðîâ â äëèíó è 5 ìåòðîâ â øèðèíó;

__________________________________________________________________

ïîâåðíóòü êðàí; çàãëÿíóòü çà çàíàâåñ; áûòü áîëåå ñâåòëûì ïî òîíó;

__________________________________________________________________

âúåõàòü â êâàðòèðó íà âåðõíåì ýòàæå; â ÿùèêå íàâåðõó; êîâåð

__________________________________________________________________

ïîêðûâàë ïî÷òè âåñü ïîë.

__________________________________________________________________

TASK 4. Oppose the following statements and correct them.
Give reasons for your disagreement. Make sure you begin your
answer with such phrases as:

I don�t think that�s quite right.
You are not quite right( there).
I�m afraid I don�t agree with you.
That�s not quite right.
I wouldn�t say so.
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Oh, no, quite on the contrary.
As far as I remember.

1. When Anna asked her manager for the morning off, he refused.
2. Anna is staying at the hotel but she wants a room of her own.
3. Anna doesn�t like Putney.
4. On the morning of April the 15th Anna set off for shopping.
5. Susan was the first to start the conversation.
6. Anna left the office of The Echo alone and went to her office.
7. When the girls arrived, Mrs. Bond was busy in the kitchen.
8. At first Anna didn�t like the house and the room.
9. Anna decided not to change anything in the room.
10. Anna decided to move in the next day.
11. When Mrs.Bond met Anna, she was disappointed.

TASK 5. Answer the following questions:

1. What is Anna doing in London? How long is she going to be in
England?

2. Why does Anna want to find a room of her own?
3. Why does she want to find a room in Putney?
4. What makes it dificult to find a room?
5. Why did Anna ask the manager for the morning off? When did she

do it?
6. The manager let her have the whole day free, didn�t he?
7. Where and when did Anna meet Susan? What was Susan doing in

the advertising department of the local paper?
8. Why did Anna agree to go and see the room?
9. What was the name of the street where Susan lived and how did

the girls get there?
10. What did the street look like?
11. Susan�s mother was out when the girls arrived, wasn�t she?
12. Did Anna like the room?
13. What made the room cheerful and comfortable?
14. What did Anna want to change in the room?
15. When was Anna going to move in?
16. What is Anna�s address in England now?

TASK 6. Discuss:

a) Anna�s decision to have a room of her own;
b) Anna�s meeting with Susan;
c) Susan�s house and the room Anna got.
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TASK 7. Read about Anna and get ready to speak about her
cousin Maria. They do not get on well together. Why?

Probably, because they are so different.
Anna is never in a hurry, she is punctual, careful and likes order in

everything. And Maria?
Anna isn�t good with her hands, so she isn�t very fond of housework.

She doesn�t do her washing, she prefers to take her dirty clothes to the
laundry. What she is fond of is reading books. And Maria?

Anna is never late for work. She gets up early enough so as not to
do things in a hurry, cooks a substantial breakfast and goes to work by bus.
Though it takes longer, she prefers it to the underground as it is a little
cheaper than the tube and it is usually easier to get a seat. But what Anna
cannot do is save money. She spends all she earns. And Maria?

TASK 8. Role-play. Act it out following situations.

Susan wants to make sure that her opinion coincides with her
mother�s.

Situations. Susan hopes that:

1. Mrs. Bond hasn�t let the room to anyone yet;
2. Anna can move in on Saturday;
3. the rent is not too high for Anna;
4. Anna will cook her own meals;
5. Anna and Mrs. Bond like each other;
6. Anna is pleased with the room;
7. Five pounds a week will help the family a lot.

TASK 9. Answer the following questions using the vocabulary.

1. Where do you prefer to stay when you go to some other city?
2. Can you stay with your relatives when you go to some other city?
3. Do you like it when your friends or relatives stay at your place?
4. How long do your relatives usually stay with you when they come

to Moscow?
5. When do you prefer to stay at a hotel rather than with your

relatives?
6. What hotel in Moscow would you recommend me to stay at?
7. How long does it take you to get to the institute?
8. What are your days off?
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9. Can your mother take a day off any time she likes?
10. What does she have to do if she wants a day off?
11. Did you ever have to rent a room? How much did you pay?
12. Is it possible to find a room for reasonable rent?
13. How many holidays a year would you like to have?

TASK 10. Translate into English:

1. Áëýêõèò � îêðàèíà Ëîíäîíà. Ñåìüÿ Áðàóíîâ æèâåò â

__________________________________________________________________

Ãðèíôîðäå íà îêðàèíå Ëîíäîíà.

__________________________________________________________________

2. Êàê òû ëàäèøü ñ ñåñòðîé?

__________________________________________________________________

3. Àííà ðåøèëà èñêàòü ñåáå êîìíàòó, ò.ê. ó íåå íå ñêëàäûâàëèñü

__________________________________________________________________

îòíîøåíèÿ ñ êóçèíîé, ó êîòîðîé îíà îñòàíîâèëàñü.

__________________________________________________________________

4. ß ïîïðîñèëà ó äèðåêòîðà ðàçðåøåíèå íå âûõîäèòü óòðîì íà ðàáîòó.

________________________________________________________________

5. Âû ìíîãî ïëàòèòå çà êâàðòèðó?

__________________________________________________________________

6. Îíè ñäàþò êîìíàòó çà 8 ôóíòîâ â íåäåëþ.

__________________________________________________________________

7. Îíè çàäîëæàëè çà êâàðòèðó çà îäèí ìåñÿö.

__________________________________________________________________

8. Õîòÿ ìû æèâåì íà îêðàèíå ãîðîäà, òåáå çäåñü ïîíðàâèòñÿ.

__________________________________________________________________

9. Ìîãó ÿ âèäåòü ìèñòåðà Áðàóíà? � Áîþñü, ÷òî ñåé÷àñ íåò, îí

__________________________________________________________________

âûøåë, íî ñêîðî áóäåò.

__________________________________________________________________

10. Àííà òàê õîðîøî ãîâîðèëà ïî-àíãëèéñêè, ÷òî Ñüþçåí

__________________________________________________________________

óäèâèëàñü, ò.ê. Àííà áûëà ðîäîì èç Ãåðìàíèè.

__________________________________________________________________

TASK 11. Role-play. Act out the following situations:
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1. Susan gets back home from college at half past four. Mrs. Bond is
in the kitchen. She asks Susan whether she has put the advertisement in
�The Echo� and is surprised to hear that she hasn�t.

2. Susan tells her mother about her meeting with Anna. At first Mrs.
Bond doesn�t like the idea, but Susan finally persuades her. Mrs. Bond does
not know any German and she is afraid she will have some difficulty in
speaking with Anna. Susan tells her mother how good Anna�s English is and
what a nice girl she is. Susan is sure her mother will like the girl.

3. When Anna leaves the house Susan and her mother discuss her.
They hope she is pleased with the room and she will like it here.

TASK 12. Translate the following text into English and retell it.

Êðèñ æèâåò â êâàðòèðå â íîâîì ìíîãîýòàæíîì (êâàðòèðíîì)

__________________________________________________________________

äîìå (block of flats) íà îêðàèíå Ëîíäîíà. Îí, åãî ñåñòðà è èõ ðîäèòåëè

__________________________________________________________________

æèëè â öåíòðå ãîðîäà, â ñòàðîì äîìå. Çàòåì èõ äîì áûë ñíåñåí (pull

__________________________________________________________________

down) â ñâÿçè ñî ñòðîèòåëüñòâîì íîâîé äîðîãè, è ñåìüÿ Êðèñà

__________________________________________________________________

ïåðååõàëà. Âíà÷àëå èì íå íðàâèëîñü æèòü â ìíîãîýòàæíîì äîìå.

__________________________________________________________________

Êâàðòèðà êàçàëàñü òàêîé ìàëåíüêîé, è íå áûëî ñàäèêà èëè äâîðèêà.

__________________________________________________________________

Îäíàêî, ñêîðî îíè ïðèâûêëè ê ñâîåé íîâîé êâàðòèðå, è òåïåðü èì

__________________________________________________________________

çäåñü íðàâèòñÿ. Êðèñ æèâåò íà 6 ýòàæå. Êðèñ íå ïðîäàë ñâîé

__________________________________________________________________

ìîòîöèêë è òåïåðü õðàíèò åãî â ãàðàæå, âî äâîðå. Åìó íóæåí

__________________________________________________________________

ìîòîöèêë ÷òîáû åçäèòü íà ðàáîòó. Íà äîðîãó Êðèñ òðàòèò îêîëî 38

__________________________________________________________________

ìèíóò.

__________________________________________________________________

�Ìàìà � ñêàçàë êàê-òî Êðèñ, � ãäå ìîé ôóòáîëüíûé ìÿ÷?! ß íå

__________________________________________________________________

âèäåë åãî ñ òåõ ïîð, êàê ìû ïåðååõàëè.� �Àõ, äîðîãîé, íå ïîìíþ. Â

__________________________________________________________________
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ýòèõ êâàðòèðàõ ïðîñòî íåãäå ïîâåðíóòüñÿ (there�s no room to turn

__________________________________________________________________

round). Ìîæåò áûòü îí â ãàðàæå? Çíàåøü, ïîñìîòðè íà ÷åðäàêå. ß òàì

__________________________________________________________________

íå áûëà ñ òåõ ïîð, êàê ìû ïåðååõàëè ñþäà.�

__________________________________________________________________

Êðèñ ïîäíÿëñÿ íà ëèôòå íà ïîñëåäíèé ýòàæ (took a lift up to the

__________________________________________________________________

top floor), ãäå ó êàæäîé êâàðòèðû áûëà ìàëåíüêàÿ êîìíàòà. Â íåé

__________________________________________________________________

áûëè ÷åìîäàíû, êîðîáêè, ñòàðûå ñòóëüÿ, êíèãè, æóðíàëû. Êðèñ íàøåë

__________________________________________________________________

òàì ñâîé ìÿ÷. Îí áûñòðî ñáåæàë ïî ëåñòíèöå âíèç è ñòàë èãðàòü âî

__________________________________________________________________

äâîðå. Íî åìó áûëî íå èíòåðåñíî ãîíÿòü ìÿ÷ îäíîìó. Îí ïîæàëåë, ÷òî

__________________________________________________________________

Äåéâ èëè Äèê íå æèëè ïîáëèçîñòè.

__________________________________________________________________

Âäðóã íà ïåðâîì ýòàæå îòêðûëîñü îêíî è êàêàÿ-òî ïîæèëàÿ

__________________________________________________________________

æåíùèíà âûêðèêíóëà èç îêíà: �Íåóæåëè íåëüçÿ ïîèãðàòü ãäå-íèáóäü

__________________________________________________________________

åùå. Ëþäè õîòÿò ïîêîÿ è òèøèíû.�

__________________________________________________________________

Êðèñ ïîøåë äîìîé. Îí âûïèë ÷àþ è íàïðàâèëñÿ â ñâîþ êîìíàòó.

__________________________________________________________________

Ýòî áûëà ìàëåíüêàÿ êîìíàòà, íî ñ áîëüøèì îêíîì. È òåïåðü åìó áûë

__________________________________________________________________

âèäåí âåñü Ãðèíôîðä (Greenford). Ýòèì Êðèñó è íðàâèëàñü åãî íîâàÿ

__________________________________________________________________

êîìíàòà. Îí ëþáèë ëåæàòü íà êðîâàòè è ñìîòðåòü íà íåáî. Ëþáèë îí

__________________________________________________________________

òàêæå ñèäåòü ó îêíà è ñìîòðåòü íà ãîðîä, ñ åãî ìàøèíàìè, äîìàìè,

__________________________________________________________________

òðóáàìè. Îí ÷óâñòâîâàë ñåáÿ êàê ïòèöà âûñîêî íàä ãîðîäîì.

__________________________________________________________________
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PART 2

` TASK 1. Listen to the dialogue and the following exercises:

a) Read the dialogue, act it out;
b) note down the sentences from the text using the vocabulary of the

dialogue;
c) make up your own sentences using the vocabulary of the

dialogue.

MOVING

Peter. I say, Nick, you are not moving, are you?
Nick. Yes, we are. We have been given a flat.
Peter. Really ! You are lucky, you know.
Nick. We are, indeed. Three rooms, a kitchen, a bathroom,

gas, a balcony overlooking the main street, a ...
Peter. Even in the main street! By gosh!
Nick. Yes. Isn�t that fine? A four-story house with a shop on the

ground story. You just go out into the street through the
main door and there you are, almost in the shop.

Peter. It�s not that house at the corner of N. and M. streets, is it?
Nick. Just so. You can�t imagine how Mother will be surprised.
Peter. Why, doesn�t she know?
Nick. No, she doesn�t. She�s gone to our relatives in N. I say,

Peter, couldn�t you lend a hand in loading the lorry?
Peter. To be sure. Come on. What�s there to load?
Nick. Why, everything.

/In the new house. Nick, his father, his sister Ann, and Peter./

Nick. What a marvellous flat!
Father. Yes, it�s a fine flat indeed. The house is the last word of

comfort.
Nick. Which room will be mine, Father?
Father. Now, let�s have a look round. This small room will be ...
Ann. Will be mine, won�t it, Daddy?
Father. Now stop prattling, and be a sensible girl, Ann. So this

small room will be our bedroom. One of these common
rooms will be a dining-room  and the other will be yours.

Nick. Am I going to be with her again, Dad? You can�t imagine
what a bother she is. I can never get through with my
exercises when she is about.
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Ann. That�s not true, Daddy! He always starts teasing me first.
Father. Tut, tut! Well, all right. Let this small room be yours, Nick.

Ann, will be with us.
Nick. Oh, that�s fine. I�ve always dreamt of having a room to

myself. Well, let�s start arranging the furniture. Come on,
Peter, help me with this book-case, will you?

Peter. Yes, for sure.

VOCABULARY

to move � ïåðååçæàòü
gosh [gOF] � ìåæäîìåòèå, âûðàæàþùåå ñîæàëåíèå
to load the lorry � çàãðóæàòü ãðóçîâèê
to have a look round � îñìîòðåòü ÷òî-ëèáî
stop prattling! � Ïåðåñòàíüòå áîëòàòü!
sensible [�sensDbl] � çäðàâîìûñëÿùèé, áëàãîðàçóìíûé
common room � ñìåæíàÿ êîìíàòà
to bother [�boTD] � íàäîåäàòü, áåñïîêîèòü
to tease smb. [ti:z] � äðàçíèòü, íàäîåäàòü, ïðèñòàâàòü
to arrange the furniture � ðàññòàâèòü ìåáåëü (â êîìíàòå)

` TASK 2. Read the dialogue. Dramatize it.

ARRANGING THE HOUSE

Barbara. Give me a hand with this sideboard, Charles. I want it
over there by the settee.

Charles. Don�t you think it would be better under that picture by
the armchair?

Barbara. No. The picture isn�t staying there anyway. I only hung it
on the wall because it was in the way on the floor. We
can arrange the pictures when all the furniture is in
place.

Charles. Where did I put my big screwdriver? It�s not in the
toolbox and I want to tighten up these loose screws on
the door hinges.

Barbara. You had it in your hand when you went into the kitchen
just now. Perhaps you left it there.

Charles. Yes, I think I put it down on the shelf above the sink. I�ll
go and fetch it.

Barbara. Pass me that brush behind the chair before you go; and
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take your tools off that nice polished table. You�ll spoil all
our furniture before you finish.

Charles. Don�t keep on nagging. I�ve got to put them
somewhere. By the way, have you seen the cat this
morning? You didn�t shut him outside last night, did you?
He�ll get lost.

Barbara. No. He�s definitely inside the house. I expect he�s fed up
with all the fuss and noise. He�s probably crept into a
cupboard somewhere and gone to sleep.

Charles. That�s just what I�d like to do. I�m tired of it all as well.

VOCABULARY

arranging the house � îáóñòðîéñòâî äîìà
Give me a hand with this sideboard. � Ïîìîãè ìíå ñ ýòèì áóôåòîì.
settee [sD�ti:] � íåáîëüøîé äèâàí, êàíàïå
it was in the way on the floor � îíà áûëà íà ïîëó, íà ñàìîé

äîðîãå
screwdriver [skru:�draivD] � îòâåðòêà
toolbox � ÿùèê äëÿ èíñòðóìåíòîâ
to tighten up � çàòÿíóòü, çàâåðíóòü
loose [lu:z] screws [�skru:s] � ðàñøàòàííûå øóðóïû
door hinges [hindZ] � äâåðíûå ïåòëè
shelf above the sink � ïîëêà íàä ðàêîâèíîé
I�ll go and fetch it � ÿ ïîéäó è ïðèíåñó åå
that nice polished table � óáåðè ñâîè èíñòðóìåíòû ñ ýòîãî

çàìå÷àòåëüíîãî ïîëèðîâàííîãî ñòîëà
don�t keep on nagging � íå ïðèäèðàéñÿ
to be fed up with all the fuss and noise � áûòü ñûòûì ïî ãîðëî âñåé

ýòîé ñóåòîé è øóìîì

TASK 3. Translate the following sentences into Russian.
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1. Let me give you a hand with your suitcases.
2. Don�t leave your car there. It�s in the way.
3. This strap is too loose. Tighten it up.
4. Have you seen John? Yes, he was in the garden just now.
5. The dog kept on barking all night.
6. I�m fed up with this exercise.
7. I usually read a little before I go to sleep.
8. I�m tired of taking examinations.

TASK 4. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. Ïîìîãè ìíå ñ ýòèì äèâàíîì, Áîá. ß õî÷ó ïîñòàâèòü åãî îêîëî îêíà.

__________________________________________________________________

2. Íåò, êàðòèíà òàì íå îñòàíåòñÿ â ëþáîì ñëó÷àå.

__________________________________________________________________

3. ß ïîâåñèëà åå òóäà òîëüêî ïîòîìó, ÷òî îíà áûëà íà ïîëó íà

__________________________________________________________________

ñàìîé äîðîãå â êîìíàòå.

__________________________________________________________________

4. Íå ïðèäèðàéñÿ. Äîëæåí æå ÿ êóäà-íèáóäü ïîëîæèòü èõ.

__________________________________________________________________

5. Ìîåé îòâåðòêè íåò â ÿùèêå äëÿ èíñòðóìåíòîâ, à ÿ õî÷ó

__________________________________________________________________

çàòÿíóòü ýòè ðàñøàòàííûå øóðóïû â äâåðíûõ ïåòëÿõ.

__________________________________________________________________

6. ß ïîëàãàþ, ÷òî îíà ïî ãîðëî ñûòà âñåé ýòîé ñóåòîé è øóìîì.

__________________________________________________________________

7. Òû òîëüêî ÷òî äåðæàë ñâîþ îòâåðòêó â ðóêàõ.

__________________________________________________________________

8. Ìåæäó ïðî÷èì, òû íå âèäåë íàøó êîøêó ñåãîäíÿ óòðîì?

__________________________________________________________________

9. Ïðåæäå ÷åì òû óéäåøü, óáåðè ñâîè èíñòðóìåíòû ñ ìîåãî
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__________________________________________________________________

ñòîëà.

__________________________________________________________________

10. Îíà, íàâåðíîå, çàáðàëàñü â êàêîé-íèáóäü øêàô è óñíóëà.

__________________________________________________________________

PART 3

` TASK 1. Listen to, and read the text. Translate it and give a
summary of the text, dividing it into several logical parts. Make up
10 questions to the text (get ready to discuss this text in your
group).

INTERIORS: THE IMPORTANCE OF COZINESS

British houses have a reputation for being the coldest in Europe.
Moreover, to many people from other countries, British people seem to be
ridiculously keen on �fresh air�. This reputation is exaggerated. It is partly
the result of the fact that the houses in Britain are, on average, older than
they are in other countries and are not so well insulated. In fact, about
three-quarters now have central heating. However, there is a grain of
truth in it. Windows, for example, are designed so that they can be
conveniently opened to a great variety of degrees � instead of, as in many
other countries, either being completely shut or fully open. This way, air can
be let into the house in winter without freezing its inhabitants.

Just as the British idea of home is a mental concept as much as a
physical reality, so is their idea of domestic comfort. The important thing is
to feel cozy � that is, to create an atmosphere which seems warm even if it
is not really warm. This desire usually has priority over aesthetic concerns,
which is why British also have a reputation for bad taste. Most people
would rather buy several items of cheap, mass-produced furniture, with
chairs and sofas covered in synthetic material, than one more beautiful and
more physically comfortable item. The same is true with regard to
ornaments � if you want to be cozy, you have to fill the room up.

To many tradition is part of coziness, and this can be suggested by
being surrounded by old items of furniture. And if you cannot have
furniture which is old, you can always have other things that suggest age.
The open fire is an example. In Britain, it is regarded by many as very
desirable to have a �real fire� (as it often called). It is the perfect traditional
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symbol of warmth because it is what most people used in the past to keep
warm. So strong is the attraction of a �real fire� that many houses have an
imitation open fire, complete with plastic coal which glows red when it is
switched on. Bad taste? So what!

Most older houses, even very small ones, have not one but two
general living rooms (which estate agents call �reception rooms�). This
arrangement maintains privacy (which is linked to coziness). It allows the
front room to be kept for comparatively formal visits, while family members
and close friends can spend their time, safely hidden from public view, in
the back room. Most modern smaller houses are built with just one living
room (and in some older houses the two reception rooms have been
converted into one). However, privacy must be preserved so these houses
normally have a �hall� into which the front door opens. It is rare for it to
open straight into the living room. Some houses also have a tiny �porch�,
with its own door through which people pass before getting to the hall �
an extra line of defence! The same concern can be seen where there is
both a front door and a back door. Even if both can be reached from the
street, the back door is for family and close friends only.

VOCABULARY

to be keen on � î÷åíü (ñèëüíî) æåëàòü ÷åãî-ëèáî
to exaggerate [ ig � ZCdZD �re i t ]  � ïðåóâåëè÷èâàòü
central heating � öåíòðàëüíîå îòîïëåíèå
domestic comfort � äîìàøíèé êîìôîðò
feel cozy � ÷óâñòâîâàòü óþò
aesthetic [i:s�Hetik] � ýñòåòè÷åñêèé
bad taste � äóðíîé âêóñ
coziness [�kouzinis] � óþò, óþòíîñòü
to maintain � ïîääåðæèâàòü
linked � ñâÿçûâàòü
to convert [kOn�vD:t] � ïåðåäåëûâàòü, ïðåâðàùàòü
porch � êðûëüöî

TASK 2.

1. Make up your own sentences using the vocabulary of the text.
2. Make up a short story using the vocabulary.
3. Note down from the text the sentences containing the words from

the vocabulary and translate them into Russian.

PART 4
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` TASK 1. Listen to, read the dialogue and act it out.

A HELPFUL NEIGHBOUR

Mr.Williams. I�ve just brought your ladder back, Mr.Fielding.
Thanks for lending it to me. Where shall I leave it ?

Mr.Fielding. Just lean it against the wall there. How are you
settling down in the new house?

Mr.Williams. Oh, fine, thanks. All the neighbours have been very
kind. We think we�ll be very happy here.

Mr.Fielding. I�m sure you�ll soon feel at home. Use the ladder
again any time.

Mr.Williams. Thanks... Er... Do you mind if I borrow one of your
drills?

Mr.Fielding. There are all my drills. Which one do you want?
Mr.Williams. Any one will do. I only want to drill some holes in

the wall to put up some shelves.
Mr.Fielding. Well, take the electric one. It bores holes through

anything.
Mr.Williams. How does it work? I don�t want to ruin it .
Mr.Fielding. It�s child�s play. Anyone can use it. You just plug it in

and press the switch; release the switch and it stops
again.

Mr.Williams. I�ll need some long screws as well. They�re out of
stock at Smith�s Hardware Store. Do you know
where I can buy some?

Mr.Fielding. Try Thornee�s in Paul Street; you can usually find
anything you want there... Hang on a minute
though; I�ve got lots of screws in that tin there.
Help yourself if there are any the right size.

Mr.Williams. That�s very generous of you, Mr.Fielding. Thank
you very much.

Mr.Fielding. You�re welcome, Mr.Williams. Always glad to oblige
a neighbour.

VOCABULARY

ladder � ëåñòíèöà, ñòðåìÿíêà
to lend � îäàëæèâàòü
to lean it against the wall � ïðèñëîíèòü ÷òî-ëèáî ê ñòåíå
to settle down in the new house � îáóñòðàèâàòüñÿ (îñâàèâàòüñÿ) â
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íîâîì äîìå
to borrow smth. � áðàòü íà âðåìÿ, çàèìñòâîâàòü ÷òî-ëèáî
drill � äðåëü, ñâåðëî
to drill � ñâåðëèòü
to drill some holes in the wall � ïðîñâåðëèòü íåñêîëüêî äûðîê â

ñòåíå
to put up some shelves � óñòàíîâèòü (ïîäâåñèòü) ïîëêè
it bores holes through anything � ýòî ñâåðëèò äûðêè â ÷åì óãîäíî
how does it work? � êàê ýòî ðàáîòàåò?
to ruin smth. � ñëîìàòü ÷òî-ëèáî
to plug smth. in � âêëþ÷èòü â ñåòü
to press the switch � íàæàòü íà âûêëþ÷àòåëü
to release the switch � îòïóñòèòü âûêëþ÷àòåëü
screw [scru:] � âèíò, øóðóï
to screw � ïðèâèí÷èâàòü, çàâèí÷èâàòü
out of stock [stOk] � ðàñïðîäàíî
hardware store � ìàãàçèí (ñêëàä) ìåòàëëè÷åñêèõ èçäåëèé

(ñêîáÿíûõ òîâàðîâ)
tin � æåñòÿíàÿ áàíêà
to oblige [O�blaidZ] � áûòü îáÿçàííûì, äåëàòü îäîëæåíèå

TASK 2. Translate the following sentences into Russian:

1. I�ve just brought your hammer back.
2. Is it difficult to settle down in a new house?
3. He thanked me for lending the ladder to him.
4. Do you mind if I bring your screw-driver back tomorrow?
5. Which one suits you best?
6. I only want to drill a hole in the wall to hang up a picture.
7. Take the electric one. It bores holes much better.
8. Help yourself if there are any the right size.
9. If you don�t know how it works you�d better read the instructions to

avoid ruining it.
10. Are you always glad to oblige your neighbour?

TASK 3. Translate the following sentences into English:

1. ß ñåé÷àñ âîçâðàùàþ âàøó ñòðåìÿíêó.

__________________________________________________________________

2. Âîò âñå ìîè ñâåðëà. Êàêîå âàì òðåáóåòñÿ?

__________________________________________________________________

3. Ïðîñòî ïðèñëîíèòå åå ê ñòåíå.
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__________________________________________________________________

4. Êàê îíà ðàáîòàåò? ß áû íå õîòåë åå èñïîðòèòü.

__________________________________________________________________

5. ß óâåðåí âû ñêîðî ïî÷óâñòâóåòå ñåáÿ êàê äîìà.

__________________________________________________________________

6. Îãðîìíîå ñïàñèáî. Êàê ýòî âåëèêîäóøíî ñ âàøåé ñòîðîíû.

__________________________________________________________________

7. Ìíå ïîòðåáóþòñÿ äëèííûå øóðóïû.

__________________________________________________________________

8. Õîðîøî, âîçüìèòå ýòó ýëåêòðîäðåëü. Îíà ñâåðëèò äûðêè â ÷åì

__________________________________________________________________

óãîäíî.

__________________________________________________________________

9. ß õî÷ó òîëüêî ïðîñâåðëèòü â ñòåíå íåñêîëüêî îòâåðñòèé è

__________________________________________________________________

ïîâåñèòü ïîëêè.

__________________________________________________________________

10. Ïîñòîéòå-êà, ó ìåíÿ ìíîãî øóðóïîâ â ýòîé æåñòÿíêå.

__________________________________________________________________

11. Âû ïðîñòî âêëþ÷àåòå åå â ñåòü, íàæèìàÿ ýòîò âûêëþ÷àòåëü,

__________________________________________________________________

îòïóñêàåòå âûêëþ÷àòåëü � è îíà îñòàíàâëèâàåòñÿ.

__________________________________________________________________

PART 5

` TASK 1. Listen to the text on the tape.

TASK 2. Answer the questions:

1. Do most people in Britain live in their own houses?
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2. Has the number of owning their own homes increased or
decreased in the last thirty-five years?

3. How do the majority of people buy their homes?
4. Are the loans repaid all at once?
5. Do elderly and disabled people enjoy assistance in getting

accomodation?
6. What has happend to most of the old slum areas in cities?
7. Are all of the large blocks of flats well designed?

LESSON 3  ÓÐÎÊ 3

THE FAMILY

PART I

` TASK 1. Listen to, and read the text. Translate and give a
summary of the text.

THE FAMILY

Here are some words and phrases which describe potential problems
in family life. What do they mean and what problems do you think they may
cause? Read the text and find out:

divorce working mothers
latch key kids convalescent/
rest homes

There are many different
views on family life. Some people
could not do without the support
and love of their families. Others
say it is the source of most of our
problems and anxieties. Whatever
the truth is, the family is definitely a
powerful symbol. Turn on the
television or open a magazine and
you will see advertisments featuring
happy, ballanced families.
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Politicians often try to win votes by standing for �family values�; respect for
parental authority, stability in marriage, chastity and care for the elderly.

Sociologists divide families into two general types: the nuclear family
and the extended family, which include three or more generations living
together. In industrialized countries, and increasingly in the large cities of
developing countries, the nuclear family is regarded as normal. Most people
think of it as consisting of two parents and two children. In fact, the number
of households contaning a nuclear family is shrinking year by year.

There are people who say that the family unit in Britain is in a crisis and
that traditional family life is a thing of the past. This is of great concern to
those who think a healthy society is dependent upon a stable family life. They
see many indications that the family is in decline, in such things as the
acceptance of sex before marriage, the increased number of single parent
families, the current high divorce rate and what they see as a lack of
discipline within the family. Some politicians blame social problems, such as
drug taking and juvenile crime, on the disintegrating family life.

The concern that the family is in a state of crisis is not new in Britain. In
the nineteenth century, many legislators and reformers were saying the
same. It was also a concern between the two World Wars, and in the
1980�s it became a continuous political issue.

There are no definitions to a �normal� family. Generally speaking, the
family is a group of people related by blood or law, living together or
associating with one another for a common purpose. That purpose is
usually to provide shelter and food, and to bring up children. The nature of
the family keeps changing: there are a number of types of families that
exist in a society at any one time.

VOCABULARY

anxieties [CN �za iD t i s ] � áåñïîêîéñòâà
parental [pD � ren t l ] � ðîäèòåëüñêèé, ðîäñòâåííûé
chastity: not taking part in wrong or unlawful sexual activity
nuclear family [n j u : k | i D ] � (ñîäåðæàùàÿ ÿäðî) íóêëåàðíàÿ ñåìüÿ

(ñîñòîÿùàÿ òîëüêî èç ñóïðóãîâ è èõ äåòåé)
extended family [i ks � tend id ] � áîëüøàÿ (îãðîìíàÿ) ñåìüÿ
household [haushould] � ñåìüÿ
shrink [Fr iNk] � óìåíüøàòü, ñæèìàòü
concern [kDn �sO : : n ] � êàñàòüñÿ, èìåòü îòíîøåíèå ê ÷åìó-ëèáî
stable [steibl] � ïðî÷íûé, ñòîéêèé, ñòàáèëüíûé
decline [di�klain] � óõóäøåíèå
acceptance [Dk �sep tDns ] � ïðèíÿòèå, îäîáðåíèå
divorce [d i � vD : s ] � ðàçâîä
drug [drAg] � íàðêîòèê
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juvenile crime [dZu :v i na i l ] � (þíûé, ìîëîäîé) ïðåñòóïëåíèÿ ñðåäè
ìîëîäåæè

disintegrate [dis�integreit] � ðàçäðîáëÿòü, ðàñïàäàòüñÿ, ðàçðóøàòü
legislators: law makers

TASK 2. Translate the following sentences into Russian. Note
down from the text the sentences containing the words of the
vocabulary and translate them.

1. Some people (politicians) blame social problems, such as drug
taking and juvenile crime, on the disintegrating family life.

2. ....the family is a group of people related by blood or law, living
together or associating with one another for a common purpose.

3. Sociologists divide families into two general types � the nuclear
family and the extended family, which include three or more generations
living together.

4. There are people who say that family life is a thing of the past.
5. The nature of the family keeps changing: there are a number of

types that exist in a society at any one time.
6. ... the truth is, the family is definetly a powerful symbol.
7. There is great concern to those who think a healthy society is

dependent upon a stable family life.
8. ...many people say that the family is the source of most problems

and anxieties.
9. The concern that the family is in a state of crisis is not new in

Britain.
10. In fact, the number of households containing a nuclear family is

shrinking year by year.

TASK 3. Answer the following questions:

1. What are the different views on family life?
2. Could some people do without the support and love of a family?
3. Why do politicians often try to win votes by standing for �family

values?�
4. How do sociologists divide families?
5. What family is regarded as normal in industrialized countries?

PART 2

` TASK 1. Listen to and read the text. Note down from the text
the sentences using the vocabulary and translate them.
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FAMILY LIFE IN THE PAST

Many people think there was once a golden age in which the world
was filled with happy families. The mother ran the house, and the father
went out to work to bring back enough money for this ideal family to live
its life. The family � mother, father and three or four healthy, happy children
would go out for an occasional treat. Roles were very clear for the parents
and children. Discipline within the family unit was strong, and moral
standards were high. This image is the kind of family life people mean
when they talk about �Victorian values.�

It is doubtful whether many families ever lived such a life, especially in
Victorian times. Working hours were long for most families, and children
were often poorly fed and badly clothed. The vision of a golden age is
based perhaps on how we think a perfect family life should be.

Some sociologist argue that the nature of the family is constantly
changing and that there is no point in making comparisons with families of
a generation ago. However, people continue to hope for a stable family
life. Marriage has not gone out of fashion; although the number of divorces
has increased, so has the number of divorced people who will marry again.

BRITISH FAMILY LIFE IN THE 1990S

What is the clear abour Britain in the 1990s is that it is more socially
acceptable to have alternative life styles, relationships and ways of
bringing up children than there has ever been. It is also easier to remove
oneself from an unhappy family situation. In most social groups, divorce is
no longer seen as taboo. Single parent families are common. Many
children are given more freedom when young; when they move away
from home, they move earlier (usually at around 18), and go further.
People experiment with relationships before committing themselves to
marriage and there is a greater acceptance of homosexual relationships.
In Britain�s multi-cultural society there are many examples of different ways
of living. Nowadays, our primary sexual characteristics � whether we are
men or women � no longer seem to completely dictate what roles we
should take in life.

WORKING MOTHERS

Until recently, most mothers in Britain did not take paid work outside
the home. Sometimes women did voluntary work, especially those from
middle classes. However, most women�s main (unpaid) labour was to run



53
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

the home and look after their family. Whether they did this themselves or
supervised other people doing it was a matter of class and money. By
entering the labour market, women have now altered the face of family
life. As the role of the woman in the family changed, so did the role of the
man.

VOCABULARY

to run the house � âåñòè õîçÿéñòâî
occasional [D � ke i ZnD l ] � ñëó÷àéíûé, ðåäêèé
treat [tri:t] � ðàçâëå÷åíèå, óäîâîëüñòâèå
doubtful [�dautful] � íåÿñíûé, ñîìíèòåëüíûé, ìå÷òà
vision [� v i Zn ] � âèäåíèå, ïðåäâèäåíèå, ïðîíèöàòåëüíîñòü
to increase [in �kr i :z] � óâåëè÷èâàòüñÿ
acceptable [Dk � sep tb l ] � ïðèåìëåìûé, äîïóñòèìûé
relationships [r i � l e i FnF ip ] � ñâÿçü, îòíîøåíèå, ðîäñòâî
taboo [tD �bu : ] � òàáó, çàïðåò, çàïðåùåíèå
common [� kOmDn] � îáûêíîâåííûé, ïðîñòîé
homosexual [hOmD �sekFuD l ] � ãîìîñåêñóàëüíûé
primary [p ra imDry ] � îñíîâíîé, ãëàâíûé, ïåðâè÷íûé
voluntary [� vO l Dn tD r i ] � äîáðîâîëüíûé
supervise [� s ju : p Dva iz ] � íàáëþäàòü, çàâåäîâàòü, íàäçèðàòü
alter [O : l t D ] � èçìåíÿòü, ïåðåäåëûâàòü

` TASK 2. Listen to and read the dialogue. Act it out.

THE FAMILY

In the programme of Family Life we talked to two members of the older
generation � Josephine Davies and Gertrude Smith � about their childbood
in Britain 70 years ago. First of all we asked Josephine if she had seen many
changes in family life over the last 70 years.

JD. We did feel far more stable in our lives, because you see in
these days I think there�s always a concern that families will
separate or something, but in those days nobody expected the
families to separate.

GS. Of course there may have been smoking, drinking and drug-
taking years ago, but it was all kept very quiet, nobody knew
anything about it. But these days there really isn�t the family life
that we used to have. The children seem to do more as they



54
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

like whether they know it�s right or wrong. Oh, things are very
different I think.

Q. What was your parents� role in family life?
JD. Well, my mother actually didn�t do a tremendous amount in the

house, but she did do a great deal of work outside and she
was very interested in, for example, the Nursing Association,
collecting money for it. We had someone who looked after us
and then we also had somebody who did the cooking and
someone who did the cleaning.

GS. Well, we lived in flat, we only had three rooms � three rooms
and a bathroom. Father worked on the railway at Victoria
Station and my mother didn�t work, obviously. My father�s
wage, I think, was about two pounds a week and I suppose
our rent was about twelve shillings a week, you know as rent
was - I�m going back a good many years. We didn�t have an
easy life, you know and I think that�s why my mother went out
so much with her friends. It was a relief for her, you know,
really.

Q. Did you have a close relationship with your parents?
JD. In a sense, I would say not very close but we, at that time,

didn�t think about it very much, I don�t think. I think today
people are much closer to their parents and talk about
everything, which we didn�t. Then, of course, we used to play a
lot of games, because we didn�t have a television or even a
radio and we would play games in the evening rather than
have conversation, I think.

Q. Was there more discipline in families in those days?
JD. Oh yes, I think so, yes. We were much more disciplined and we

went about as a family and it wasn�t until I was probably about
18 that I would actually go out with any friends of my own.

TASK 3. Answer the following questions:

1. What is your parent�s role in family life?
2. Do your have a close relationship with your parents?
3. Is there more discipline in families today?

TASK 4. Here there are four people presented, each of whom
has written about a personal problem. Give each of them a piece of
advice.

1. A twenty-year-old girl who has married a man of thirty. He works
too hard and comes home very tired and bad-tempered.
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2. A twenty-five-year-old girl, a university graduate. She has met a
man who is impatient to marry her, but she wants to finish a year�s post-
graduate study first.

3. A thirty-five year-old man whose wife is a businesswoman with a
very successful career. She frequently comes home from work very late
because she has meetings.

4. A woman of sixty who is a divorcee herself, comes to know that her
son-in-law has committed adultery. Her daughter is still unaware of it.

TASK 5. Role-play.

Pair work. Below are situations for dialogues where one of the
participants is facing some problems in his/her family. The other partner
should give him/her some advice.

1. The wife complains that the husband doesn�t pay enough attention
to the children.

2. The husband thinks the seventeen-year-old daughter is too young
to go out on dates. The wife disagrees.

3. The wife has a full-time job and is angry because the husband
does not help around the house.

4. The husband complains about his wife�s mother interfering.

TASK 6. Group discussion. �What are the changes in family
life?�

Sociologists say that the relationship between men and women is
rapidly changing nowadays. Dating customs are changing. More women
are working. Family life is changing. Men are helping more in the home. At
the same time, the divorce rate is rising. More and more single parents are
raising children nowadays.

Discuss the following: What changes are taking place in family life?
What are your predictions for the future? What changes in behaviour will
become acceptable in the future? Will more women work? Will divorce
become more common? Will the size of the average family change? What
things won�t change?

TASK 7. Role-play.

Group work. Split into two groups of four or six students:

1. One of the groups has to prepare the role of the interviewers and
write down questions each interviewer could ask the members of the
�ideal family�. The other group represents an �ideal family�; they should
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allocate the different roles within the group and talk about the personalities,
ways of behaviour and ideas of the people in their family and give advice to
other families.

2. The �ideal family� is interviewed by a different interviewer in front
of the class. At the beginning each member of the family introduces either
himself or another family member.

3. Since a lot of the student values and ideals regarding families will
become obvious, they should discuss them afterwards.

PART 3

` TASK 1. Listen to, and read the text. Translate and give a
summary of it. Make up some questions (be ready to discuss this
text in your group).

DIVORCE

In the past the family tended to stay together. They felt it was their
duty to do this and that marriage was for life. Divorce was not socially
acceptable. It was a commonly held view that a bad marriage was better
than no marriage at all.

In Britain, as in many industrialized societies, there has been a steady
rise in the number of divorces. The Second World War disrupted a lot of
marriages, due to enforced separation and hasty marriages which were
later regretted. Immediately after the War there were a record number of
divorces and the proportion of marriages involving a divorced partner
grew from 2% in 1940 to 32% in 1985.

Legal changes this century have made it much easier to get a
divorce. The most dramatic change resulted from the 1971 divorce law.
The law stated that there needed to be only one reason for a divorce
petition � the �irretrivable breakdown of marriage�. This was a much wider
category than the previous ones to cruelty, insanity, desertion or adultery.

The change in the law had an immediate effect. In 1972, there were
over 119,000 divorces in England and Wales and the rate has continued
to rise. The total number in 1990 was over 153,000, around 2% higher
than in 1989. Proposed laws may make divorce even easier.

Couples can now afford the legal side of getting and surviving a
divorce more easily than at any time in the past. However, for many
families it is still an economic disaster as well as being emotionally difficult.
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Another possible reason behind the rise in the divorce rate is the
changing attitude to marriage itself. The traditional Christian approach to

marriage has been against divorce. As the Church becomes less influential in
the UK, the view of marriage as a union for life has weakened. The result is
that the break-up of a marriage is seen as less of a moral crisis and more as
a matter of personal happiness.

Perhaps the people most affected by a divorce are the children.
According to current forecasts, about 20% of children in Britain will
experience a family breakdown by the age of 16. There has been a
growing concern for such children who are usually between the ages of
five and ten. Recent laws have indicated that first consideration should be
given to the welfare of the children when making financial arrangements after
a divorce.

TASK 2. Answer the following questions:

1) One in three marriages in Britain ends in divorce. What effects might
this have on society and children? How easy do you think it should be to get a
divorce?

2) What are the advantages and disadvantages of an extended
family system? Is there the same problem with old people living alone in
your country?

Total number of marriages/divorces in England and Wales in selected years
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` TASK 3. Discussion.

Prepare a talk �The pros and cons of living together with parents�.

Parent Link is oraganization that looks at the problems that parents
and children face. Its director, Tim Kahn, told us about the changing roles of
parents and children.

T. The authoritarian model was one in which the child had no rights and
I guess in the 60s and perhaps the 70s many people rejected that
and we had a sort of permissive era � the age where many parents
felt they had to allow their children to do whatever they wanted to
do and so in a sense the roles were reversed and it was the children
who were the bosses and the parents who ran around behind
hem. The ideas that we offer to parents are kind of a third position in
which we�re looking at equals, where parents and children are
different but equal.

Q What about changes in the male-female roles?
T Society has changed a lot. As well as technology leading to great

changes, people�s roles have changed very much, in particular the
women�s movement has very much questioned the role of women
and led many women to demand a free choice about who they are
and who they can be. There�s a lot of frustration with how men
haven�t changed, and it seems to me that the more the frustration is
expressed the more stuck in and being the same men are and we
need to find ways of appreciating men for the amount of work that
they have to do in being breadwinners and providers for families
and appreciating the efforts men are making to be more involved
with their children.

Q Are there any changes you would like to see in the attitude to family
life in Britain?

T In the past there were arranged marriages and I wonder if part of
having an arranged marriage is knowing that you have to work at it
to create the love and that now people are getting married out of
love and there�s a kind of feeling that your love is there and it will
stay there forever and we don�t have to work at it and when it gets
tricky we don�t know how to work at it and so we opt out. I think
helping people learn to work at their relationships to make their
relationship work would be a significant thing that I�d like to see
happening. The second thing that I�d like to see change is that I think
Britain perhaps has the reputation of being  one of the most child-
unfriendly countries in Europe and from the limited experience of
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being on the continent I certainly notice how much more children
are an accepted part of everyday life of going into shops and being
in restaurants and just being around in families.

Sue Slipman, the director of the National Council for Single-Parent
Families, told us about the type of problem that lone or single mothers face.

SS First of all, there are financial problems, partly because  an  awful lot
of women in marriage thought that their role was going to be
motherhood and the family so they may never have worked before,
and if they have worked they have rusty work skills. Some, of course,
particulary the younger parents, won�t have finished school
education, so we�re dealing with a group of people who probably
aren�t ready to go to work. Some 70% of lone parents depend upon
welfare benefits and they are trapped living on benefits and then
there are a range of problems that follows from that. They live in the
worst housing and accomodations, their children often go to the
worst schools. I think we�re improving things enormously for lone
parents � at least the prospects for the future. I think there is now a
new consensus on the family. And that is that relationships will break
up, partnerships will break up but responsible parenthood is for life.
And that I think has changed the focus from blaming the lone parents
into looking at the needs of their children and the responsibilities of
both parents for those needs and then the role of the state in
supporting the parents, now that is a more positive way of looking at
lone parenthood.

We then talked to three teenagers, Thomas, Chris and Joanne, about
their views on discipline within the family.

T Discipline needs to be there in a certain amount but too much of it
can be a bad thing I think and I certainly do get too much of it
occasionally.

C I  wouldn�t  be  as  strict  as  my  dad  was, definitely not, �cause I
don�t think that works. That only makes you a rebel.

J Well, me and my parents, we never used to get on, we used to fight
all the time. We never, well, especially with my dad, we never liked
one another. In a way with my dad that�s caused me, you know, to
be, not to do as I was told, you know, to make me do things they
didn�t want me to do just to spite them.

Q Thomas, your mother was a working mother. How do you feel about
this?

T Well, seeing as she has worked all my life, I know nothing different so
I don�t know what it is like to have a non-working mother. I suppose
it�s made me more independent and I�ve had to occasionally cook,
unlike many of my friends I wash up the dishes to the evening, I help
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prepare meals.

Ruth and John are a young couple expecting their first baby. They
talked about the differences between their relationship and that of their
parents.

R John and I have a very equal relationship at the moment because
we�ve both worked, and we�ve been together for 11 years and we
met at university, we started work on the same day. We both bring
an income into the family, into the household. I see it as being a
much more equal relationship than my parents had. My mother,
although actually had probably the stronger relationship on a day to
day decision making thing, but she was actually the supportive role
to my father. I mean her life revolved around us and him. I�d say we
were an updated version of my parents. I think our moral code is
very similar to theirs and our priorities are probably quite similar, the
only difference being that we have a more equal relationship
because we�ve both worked.

TASK 4. There are some English proverbs dealing with
marriage and family life. Illustrate them with a short story.

1. Absence makes the heart grow fonder.
2. Every family has a skeleton in the closet.
3. Men make houses, women make homes.
4. It�s a sad house where the hen crows louder than the cock.

TASK 5. Answer the following questions:

1. How does family life in Britain differ from your country?
2. Have the general attitudes to family life changed in your country?
3. If they have, do you think these changes are good?

PART 4

` TASK 1. Listen to, and read the text.

Discussion. In your view what are the most important aspects which
keep families together? Prepare 6 questions related to the aspect of family
life. Then ask as many people in your group as you can.
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COHABITION AND
MARRIAGE

Since the Second
World War, there has been
increasing acceptance of
sex before marriage in
Britain. Succesive post-war
generations are more likely
to have had sex before
marriage and are more likely
to have sex with partners
other than the one they
eventually marry.

It is now acceptable in
most social circles for

people to live together before they are married � if they intend to get married
at all. Many people think that this is a useful way of �testing out� a relationship
before the commitment of marriage. In 1979, only 8% of single women
between the ages of 18 and 49 were cohabiting; in 1988 this figure had gone
up to 20%. There is no word in English to describe the relationship of
cohabiting couple. People sometimes describe themselves as �partners� or
say that they have a live-in boyfriend or girlfriend.

As the number of couples living together has increased, so the
marriage rate has decreased. Since the early 1970s, the number of people
getting married has fallen steeply, and the proportion of women who are
married fell for all age groups in the 1980s. In 1980, 64% of all women aged
15�44 were married. Nine years later this figure fell to 55%. Of the women
who did marry in 1987, more than half had lived with their husbands before
marriage.

On the average, those who do choose to get married tend to marry
later: the ages at which men and women marry for the first time have risen
continuously in recent years. In 1990, it was 27 for men and 25 for women.

Children Born Outside Marriage

In 1990, 28% of children born in England and Wales were born
outside marriage. In 1980, the figure was 11.8%. One of the reasons for
this change is that couples no longer felt compelled to get married if they
had a child. By the end of the 1980s, the majority to births outside marriage

Proportion of women who cohabited with their
future husband before marriage by year of

marriage

Percentages
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were from cohibiting couples, not from single people.

Unmarried Teenage Mothers

Society used to be very cruel towards the teenage mother. Now
families are more sympathetic to hasty marriages because an unplanned
pregnancy is less common. There has also been a dramatic fall in the
number of babies available for adoption, indicating that more babies are
kept by the parent. The young mother is more likely to keep her child than
12 years ago, but the single parent still faces great economic problems.

` TASK 2. Listen to, and read the dialogue, dramatize it.
Get ready to discuss this dialogue in your group. Give a summary
of this dialogue.

Chrissie is a lone mother or single-parent family, and talked about the
problem of bringing up a child on her own.

C If anyone asked me whether they should deliberately go through with
being a single parent, I would say to think very carefully first. I think
it�s the toughtest job I�ve ever done in my life and it�s the only job I�ve
had to do with no training, no pay and also no status. I don�t know if
it�s only for single parents but I think there�s very little status attached
to motherhood and I find that a very sad reflection of maybe British
society now. I feel that once you�re a mother you almost cease to
become a person and that is a very, very sad thing and I wish that
that could be changed.

Q How did your friends and family react to the news that you were
pregnant?

C Surprisingly well! I was quite terrified, in a way, of people�s reactions.
I�d been brought up in a very strict way and I was always taught to
believe from the earliest teenage years that if I brought home
trouble, which is the term for it, then there would be no forgiveness
and it really would be almost worse than death. And although I was
by then adult, that fear was still with me that it was a terrible thing to
have done and when I first broke the news to my friends nobody was
shocked and nearly all them of were very encouraging and
supportive and that was very strengthening. It took a very long time
to be able to tell my parents. It wasn�t until I was 4 months pregnant
and they weren�t as shocked as I expected them to be.
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Q Does your son miss not having a permanent father figure?
C He has an awareness that there is this gap and he would like,  as he

calls it �a stay-at-home daddy, and it�s almost part of our plan for our
life together that at some point we�ll find ourselves a stay-at-home
daddy. And in the meantime he�s quite happy to identify with other
people and I think he probably feels very strongly about his two
granddads who both adore him and he gets a lot of cues from them
for his masculine behaviour and from his father, so I think he has
enough masculine role models around. It doesn�t matter that we
don�t have one here in this house.

` TASK 3. Listen to, and read the text. Get ready to discuss
it in your group. Make up some questions.

SINGLE-PARENT FAMILIES

One in seven families in Britain are single parent families. There are
several different types of single-parent families. A parent can be on his
own because of the death of a partner, divorce, the break-down of live-in
relationships, or birth outside marriage to single people.

Fathers face particular problems as single parents. British society
does not expect men to have their working life disrupted by the need to
care for a sick child, for example. Men may have to fight for the right to
look after their children � the mother is often presumed to have more
rights to them.

In the majority of single-parent families it is the mother who is the
single parent. Women are clearly at a disadvantage in a society where the
state assumes the man will be the main breadwinner, and there are few
opportunities for lone mothers to earn a good income while continuing to
look after their children. A lone parent with a well-paid job may be able to
pay for a nanny, but this is rare. Around 70% of lone parents rely on state
benefits as their main source of income. Although single parent families are
now accepted by society, the majority view is that two parents are almost
the essential for the stable upbringing of a child, as children need role
models of both sexes.

In this chapter writer mentions:
� socially acceptable alternative life-styles
� socially acceptable alternative relationships
� socially acceptable ways of bringing up children

Questions:
What might these alternatives to the nuclear family be?
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How socially acceptable are they in your country?
What is the major problem facing single-parent families?

TASK 4. Read and

a) translate the Topical Vocabulary;
b) make up your own sentences (15) using the topical vocabulary;
c) make up a dialogue (short story) using the topical vocabulary.

CONVERSATION AND DISCUSSION

FAMILY LIFE

TOPICAL VOCABULARY

1. Family, folks, household, tribe, clan, descent (to be of some
descent), descendant, ancestor, forefather, heredity, hereditary, sibling,
paternal, maternal, next of kin, nearest and dearest, one�s own flesh and
blood.

2. To date smb, to be smb�s date, to go out with smb, to court smb,
boyfriend, girlfriend, bridegroom, bride, best man, bridesmaid, newlyweds,
marital knot, marriage of convenience, single, divorced, divorcee,
separated, bachelor, spinster, old maid.

3. To bring up a child, to raise a child, to rear a child, to adopt a
child, to foster, a foster child/brother, step-mother/father, half-brother/
sister.

4. House chores: to do the chores, to do the laundry, to wash dishes
and pots, to wash up, to cook meals, to do the shopping, a shopping list, to
vacuum a room, to polish furniture, to redecorate a room (with new
wallpaper).

5. Equality and prejudice: to consider smb inferior/superior or as
an equal; to enjoy equal prospects and opportunity; equality of
opportunity; conventional/unconventional attitudes/ beliefs; acceptable/
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unacceptable patterns /modes of behaviour; to be prejudiced against smb;
to discriminate against; sexual discrimination, to be faithful; to commit
adultery.

6. Reactions: amazement, surprise, astonishment, horror, misery,
disappointment, to be appalled, to be astounded, to be disgusted; ecstatic,
overjoyed, thrilled; to be put out, to be offended, to hurt someone�s
feelings; furious, speechless with anger; to be taken aback; to be upset, to
be dismayed, to be disheartened, moving, touching; to fell crushed, horror-
stricken.

PART 5

TASK 1. Read the text, translate and express your opinion on
main problems touched upon in the text.

THE POLITICS OF HOUSEWORK

It seemed perfectly reasonable. We both had careers, both had to
work a couple of days a week to earn enough to live on, so why shouldn�t
we share the housework? So, I suggested it to my mate and he agreed.
You�re right, he said. It�s only fair.

Then an interesting thing happened. I can only explain it by stating
that we women have been brainwashed more than even we can imagine.
Probably too many years of seeing television women in ecstasy over shiny
waxed floors or breaking down over their dirty shirt collars. Men have no
such conditioning. They recognize the essential fact of housework right
from the very beginning. Which is that it stinks.

Here�s my list of dirty chores: buying groceries, carting them home
and putting them away; cooking meals and washing dishes and pots;
doing the laundry digging out the place when things get out of control,
mopping floors. The list could go on but the sheer necessities are bad
enough. All of us have to do these things, or get someone else to do them
for us. The longer my husband contemplated these chores, the more
repulsed he became, and so proceeded the change from the normally
sweet considerate Dr Jekyll into the crafty Mr Hyde who would stop at
nothing to avoid the horrors of housework. As he felt backed into a corner
laden with dirty dishes, brooms, mops and reeking garbage, his front teeth
grew longer and pointier, his fingernails haggled and his eyes grew wild.
Housework trivial? Not on your life! Just try to share the burden.

So ensued a dialogue that�s been going on for several years. Here
are some of the high points:
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�I don�t mind sharing the housework, but I don�t do it very well. We
should each do the things we�re best at�

MEANING unfortunately I�m no good at things like washing dishes or
cooking. What I do best is a little light carpentry, changing light bulbs,
moving furniture (how often do you move furniture?)

ALSO MEANING Historically the lower classes (Black men and we)
have had hundreds of years of experience doing mental jobs. It would be
a waste of manpower to train someone else to do them now.

ALSO MEANING I don�t like the dull, stupid, boring jobs, so you should
do them.

�I don�t mind sharing the work, but you�ll have to show me how to do it!�
MEANING I ask a lot of questions and you�ll have to show me everything

every time I do it because I don�t remember so well. Also don�t try to sit down
and read while I�m doing my jobs because I�m going to annoy the hell out of
you until it�s easier to do them yourself.

�We used to be so happy!� (Said whenever it was his turn to do
something )

MEANING I used to be so happy.
MEANING Life without housework is bliss. No quarrel hero. Perfect

agreement.
�We have different standards, and why should I have to work to your

standards? That�s unfair.�
MEANING If I begin to get bugged by the dirt and crap I will say �This

place is a sty� or �How can anyone live like this?� and wait for your
reaction. I know that all women have a sore called �Guilt over a messy
house� or �Household work is ultimately my responsibility.� I know that men
have caused that sore � if anyone visits and the place is a sty, they�re not
going to leave and say, �He sure is a lousy housekeeper.� You�ll take the
nip in any case. I can outwait you.

ALSO MEANING I can provoke innumerable scenes over the
housework issue. Eventually doing all the housework yourself will be less
painful to you than trying to get me to do half. Or I�ll suggest we get a
maid. She will do my share of the work. You will do yours. It�s women�s
work.

�I�ve got nothing against sharing the housework, but you can�t make
me do it on your schedule.�

MEANING Passive resistance. I�II do it when I damned well please, if at
all. If my job is doing dishes, it�s easier to do them once a week. If taking
our laundry once a month. If washing the floors� once a year. If you don�t
like it, do it yourself nore often, and then I won�t do it at all.

�I hate it more than you. You don�t mind it so much.�
MEANING Housework is garbage work. It�s the worst crap I�ve ever

done. It�s degrading and humiliating for someone of my intelligence to do
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it. But for someone of your intelligence... �Housework is too trivial to even
talk about.�

MEANING It�s even more trivial to do. Housework is beneath my status.
My purpose in life is to deal with matters of significance. Yours is to deal
with matters of insignificance. You should do the housework.

�This problem of housework is not a man-woman problem. In any
relationship between two people one is going to have a stronger
personality and dominate.�

MEANING That stronger personality had better be me.
�In animal societies, wolves, for example, the top animal is usually a

male even where he is not chosen for brute strength but on the basis of
cunning and intelligence. Isn�t that interesting?�

MEANING I have historical, psychological, anthropological and
biological justification for keeping you down. How can you ask the top
wolf to be equal? �Women�s Liberation isn�t really a political movement.�

MEANING The Revolution is coming too close to home.
ALSO MEANING I am only interested in how I am oppressed, not how I

oppress others. Therefore the war, the draft and the university are political.
Women�s libera- tion is not.

�Man�s accomplishments have always depended on getting help from
other people, mostly women. What great man would have accomplished
what he did if he had to do his own housework?�

MEANING Oppression is built into the system and I as the white
American male receive the benefits of this system. I don�t want to give them
up.

(From: �Voices from Women�s Liberation�)

TASK 2. Choose one of the following topics and prepare to
give your views on it. You may make notes, but do not try to write
out a whole speech.

1. Husbands and wives who both work should share domestic chores.
2. The problems of having a granny in the family. 3. Courses on marriage
and family matters in secondary school might be helpful in preserving the
family. 4. Home life feels the stress of social life. 5. Divorce is morally wrong
and marriage should be preserved at all costs. 6. Marriages at later ages
are more stable. 7. Love begins at home.

� What are the characteristics of a wife/husband and a mother-in-
law?

a) Study the following characteristics of:

1. Wife or husband: tolerant, considerate, faithful, affectionate to
husband/wife, affectionate to children, hard-working, tidy, home-loving,
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good-looking, rich, thrifty, quiet, well-educated.
2. Mother-in-law: willing to baby-sit, attractive, generous, young

(relatively!), well-dressed, rich, good at organizing home, has telephonic,
has many interests, does not interfere, has other married children, lives
nearby.

b) Put the characteristics in order of priority.

c) Narrow them down to the five most important.

d) Expand them to describe exhaustively the most perfect
wife/husband and mother-in-law.

� One of the main problems of family life is the relationship between
young adults and parents.

Discuss the problem considering the following:

1. When do young people usually move out of their parent is home
and start Iiving in their own place? Is it different for sons and daughters?
How and why?

2. What are the advantages of living with parents? What are the
disadvantages? What kind of problems do young adults have when they
live with their parents?

3. Should young adults live with their parents until they get married?
Why or why not? When should they move out in your opinion?

4. Are you living with your parents or relatives now? Would you rather
be living in your own apartment? Why or why not?

5. In many countries young married couples live with their in-laws
after marriage is this good? Why or why not?

6. If you were a parent would you want your children to continue
living with you until they got married? When do you think your children
should leave home?

PART 6

` TASK 1. Listen to the text on the tape.

TASK 2. Answer the questions:

1. What does the typical American family consist of?
2. Is the single-parent family more common or rare nowadays?
3. Do Americans often have family pets?
4. When and why do children in America leave their parents?
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5. How are male and female roles whithin the family and society
changing?

6. Do children do much homework?
7. Where do older people live when they become unable to take

care of themselves?
8. Why are people in the USA living longer now?

LESSON 4  ÓÐÎÊ 4

The Family
(continuation)

PART I

` TASK 1. Listen to, and read the text. Translate and give a
summary of it.

THE BREAKOUT
(abridged)

by the Joyce Cary

Tom Sponson, at fifty-three, was a throughly successful man. He had
worked up a first-class businness, married a charming wife, and built
himself a good house in the London suburbs. He had good taste. His son
Bob, nineteen, was doing well at Oxford; his daughter, April, aged sixteen,
who was at a good school, had no wish to use make-up, to wear low
frocks, or to flirt. Yet she was affectionate; and throughly enjoyed life. All the
same, for some time Tom had been aware that he was working very hard
for very little. His wife, Louie, gave him a kiss in the morning when he left
for the office and, if she was not at party, a kiss in the evening when he
came home. And it was obvious that her life was completely filled with the
children, with her clothes, with keeping her figure slim, with keeping the
house clean and smart, with her charities, her bridge, her tennis, her friends
and her parties.

The children were even more preoccupied � the boy with his own
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work and his own friends, the girl with hers. They were polite to Tom, but if he
came into the room when they were entertaning a friend, there was at once
a feeling of constraint. Even they were alone together, he percieved that
when he came upon them they were slightly embarassed, and changed the
subject of their conversation, whatever it was. Yet they did not seem to do
this with their mother.

He said to himself: �It isn�t only that they don�t need me, but I�m a
nuisance to them�.

One morning he felt that he could not stand any more of this
existence; it was nonsense. It was not as though his wife and children were
depending any more on the business; he could sell it tomorrow, and it
would support all of them in comfort.

As he came within the last few hundred yards from his office, he told
himself that he could not go on. So, instead of turning down the Strand, he
drove straight on to a West End garage.

An hour later he was in the train for Westford, a seaside place, where
he had once spent a summer holiday before his marriage. On the luggage
rack was a new suitcase containing new pijamas, shoes, a new kit, as for a
holiday by the sea � even new paperbacks for a wet day.

It was February, but when he reached Westford he was surprised, for
a moment, to find, that both its hotels were closed. Only a village pub was
open for visitors.

In the little hall the clerk was waiting for him with the register and,
upon an impulse that, for the moment, he did not understand and did not
examine, he wrote down the name Charles Stone and gave a false
address. He was surprised at himself � he detested such trickery � but it
was only twenty minutes later that, lying upstairs on his bed with his book,
he realized how necessary it had been, how wisely he had followed his
impulse. �In the first excitement�, he said to himself, �they might well ask the
B.B.C. or the newspapers to start a hunt, the last thing I want is any
publicity. I�ll write to Louie at once and get things settled in a sensible
manner�.

�Darling Louie�, he began, but stoped immediatly. He crossed it out
and wrote, �My dear Louie. I dare say you wonder where I am, but it does
really matter. As far as you and the children are concerned, I have not
existed anywhere for a long time. I am not blaming anyone for this state of
affairs. The children are practically grown up and don�t need us any more;
they certainly have not needed me for years past, and your life is entirely
full of your own private interests. For a long time I have been aware that I
was only in the way...�

It was a good letter; he was surprised how good it was. He realized
that is expressed for him feelings that had been present for years. It was a
good letter but he did not send it that evening. He had no notepaper or
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envelopes with him.
Next day he rewrote the letter. It was not till Thursday, three days

after his flight, that he went out in the town to seek notepaper and
envelopes. But now he was in no hurry to write his letter. Why, Louie knew
he was all right. He had phoned the office to tell them that he had to go
away for a while and he had asked them to inform his wife.

A letter from or to Louie would start all sorts of trouble, and
meanwhile he was only just beginning to enjoy his new life. The sea breeze
was unequelled for giving one an appetite. He was sniffing the smell of
chops in the hall when a large dark figure stipped out and said, �Mr.
Sponson?�

Tom without thought, answered, �My name is Stone�, and then,
indignant to see himself confronted by a policeman, went on, �What do you
want here? Why should I answer your questions? I don�t intend to answer
any.�

�That�s all right, sir�, said the policeman. �No offence, I hope.� And he
went on.

Tom went upstairs to his room in a rage and began to pack. He must
get away at once. What enraged him was that he had been followed,
spied upon. Louie must have gone to the police. What right have they to
pursue him like this? He had done no wrong; in fact, he was trying to do
right thing, the sensible thing.

That night he was in Liverpool. His plan was to go abroad. And on
the next day, as he came from the hotel, Louie stepped out of a taxi that
had been waiting at the kerb. She threw her arms round his neck and
broke into tears. She said nothing � after that warm embrace she only
stood gazing at him with an anxious and embarrassed smile. Louie�s smile
through her tears struck Tom as especially artificial and disgusting.

Another person had now descended from the taxi � Tom�s family
doctor.

That was six weeks ago. Tom is now back at work, back with his
family. He has been back a fortnight and already life is exactly the same as
before. Louie no longer hovers about him with anxious affection; the
children no longer come into the room on tiptoe and try to talk
sympathetically about his long day at the office. And suddenly, at the club,
talking to an old friend, he hears himself say, �Yes, I�ve been lucky, it�s been
a wonderful marriage. Well, you know, Louie, and the children stay so nice,
so affectionate. After all, family life is everything, and mine has been a
marvellous success.� He stops, startled by some echo from that holiday, now
almost forgotten.



72
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

COMMENTARY

1. His son Bob, nineteen, was doing well at Oxford.
do vt � perform, carry out an action, busy oneself with �

What shall I do next? ×òî ìíå äåëàòü äàëüøå?

1) work at, be busy with äåëàòü ÷òî-ëèáî, ãîòîâèòü

do lessons, homework äåëàòü, ãîòîâèòü óðîêè

She does her lessons/homework Îíà ðåãóëÿðíî ãîòîâèò óðîêè.
regulary.

do the/some/a little + gerund.

do the/some/a little cooking, washing, çàíèìàòüñÿ ïðèãîòîâëåíèåì  ïèùè,
ironing, sewing, gardening, etc. ñòèðêîé, ãëàäèòü, øèòü, ðàáîòàòü â

ñàäó è ò.ä.
Who does the ironing in your Êòî â âàøåé ñåìüå ãëàäèò áåëüå?
family?

2) perform âûïîëíÿòü, èñïîëíÿòü

do one�s duty, military service, job èñïîëíÿòü ñâîé äîëã, ñëóæèòü â
àðìèè, âûïîëíÿòü ðàáîòó

Have you done your military Âû óæå îòñëóæèëè â àðìèè?
service yet?

3) study, learn èçó÷àòü

study a subject at school university, èçó÷àòü êàêîé-ëèáî ïðåäìåò â
etc. øêîëå, óíèâåðñèòåòå è ò.ä.

Are you studying science at school? Âû èçó÷àåòå â øêîëå åñòåñòâåííûå
íàóêè?

The language course I am studying Êóðñ ÿçûêà, êîòîðûé ÿ èçó÷àë â
at the university is very interesting. óíèâåðñèòåòå, î÷åíü èíòåðåñåí.

In the fourth year we do five weeks Íà IV êóðñå ìû ïðîõîäèì
of teaching practice at school. ïåäàãîãè÷åñêóþ ïðàêòèêó â øêîëå â

òå÷åíèå ïÿòè íåäåëü.

Did you study Shakespeare in the Âû â êàêîì ñåìåñòðå ïðîõîäèëè
first or in the second term? Øåêñïèðà, â ïåðâîì èëè âî âòîðîì?

4) do one�s best � do the best ñäåëàòü âñå âîçìîæíîå

Try to do your best to finish the Ïîñòàðàéòåñü ïðèëîæèòü âñå ñèëû,
work in time. ÷òîáû çàêîí÷èòü ðàáîòó âîâðåìÿ.

5) do (for) � be good satisfactory ãîäèòüñÿ, ïîäõîäèòü

Will this dress do for the theatre? Ýòî ïëàòüå ãîäèòñÿ äëÿ òåàòðà?
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It won�t do behave like this. Íå ãîäèòñÿ òàê ñåáÿ âåñòè.

6) do well

prosper � (ïðå)óñïåâàòü, ïðîöâåòàòü
do well at school, university, in another town, etc.

Are you doing well at school? Òû õîðîøî ó÷èøüñÿ?

He has moved to Dover and is ß ñëûøàë, ÷òî îí ïåðååõàë â Äóâð è
doing well there, I hear. ïðåóñïåâàåò òàì (è äåëà ó íåãî èäóò

íîðìàëüíî).

7) do smb. good - benefit smb. ïðèíîñèòü ïîëüçó

Eat more fruit: it will do you good. Åøüòå áîëüøå ôðóêòîâ, ýòî
ïðèíåñåò âàì ïîëüçó.

Ant. do smb. harm � cause injury to smb. � ïðè÷èíÿòü âðåä
Smoking does people a lot of Êóðåíèå ïðè÷èíÿåò ìíîãî âðåäà.
harm.

A cup of hot milk will do you no Ñòàêàí ãîðÿ÷åãî ìîëîêà òåáå íå
harm. ïîâðåäèò

2. All the same, for some time Tom had been aware that he was working
very hard for very little.

aware pred adj. � having knowledge or realization � îñîçíàþùèé

Are you fully aware of the Âû ïîëíîñòüþ îñîçíàåòå
seriousness of the sitiation? ñåðüåçíîñòü ñèòóàöèè ?

Are you aware it�s already eight Òåáå èçâåñòíî, ÷òî óæå âîñåìü
o�clock? ÷àñîâ?

Has he gone? � Not that I am Îí óøåë ? � Ìíå êàæåòñÿ, ÷òî íåò.
aware of.

Ant. unaware � not knowing, not aware � íå îñîçíàþùèé

He was unaware of my presence/ Îí íå çíàë î ìîåì ïðèñóòñòâèè.
that I was present.

He was unaware of the danger. Îí íå îñîçíàâàë îïàñíîñòè.

unaware adv. �

1) by surprise âðàñïëîõ

We took(caught) them unawares. Ìû çàñòàëè èõ âðàñïëîõ.

2) unconsciously íå÷àÿííî, íåóìûøëåííî

She dropped the parcel unawares. Îíà íå÷àÿííî óðîíèëà ñâåðòîê.

3. His wife, Louie, gave him a kiss in the morning when he left for the office.

give vt is used with a noun in such patterns as: give a groan, laugh, sigh, yell.
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give a shrug of the shoulders � shrug the shoulders

The young man sat down on the Ìîëîäîé ÷åëîâåê ñåë íà ñêàìüþ
bench next to Gorsby and gave a ðÿäîì ñ Ãîðñáè è ãëóáîêî âçäîõíóë.
deep sigh.

give smb. a kiss, kick, push, shove � to kiss, kick, push, shove smb.

give smb. a ring � ring smb. up

Carol gave Peter a smile. Êýðîë óëûáíóëàñü Ïèòåðó.

4. And it was obvious that her life was completely filled with keeping the
house clean and smart.

smart adj.

1) bright, new-looking, clean, well dressed � íàðÿäíûé, ýëåãàíòíûé,
ìîäíûé,  øèêàðíûé, îïðÿòíûé.

a smart hat, coat, car, house, garden

She always wears smart clothes. Îíà ýëåãàíòíî îäåâàåòñÿ.
You look very smart. Òû î÷åíü íàðÿäíî îäåò.

2) fashionable, conspicuous in society � ìîäíûé, ôåøåíåáåëüíûé

smart people � ôåøåíåáåëüíîå îáùåñòâî

She likes to mix with smart people. Îíà ëþáèò âðàùàòüñÿ â
ôåøåíåáåëüíîì îáùåñòâå.

3) clever, skillful, having a good, quick brain, showing ingenuity.

Johnny is a smart chap. Äæîííè � òîëêîâûé ïàðåíü.

5. One morning he felt he could not stand any more of this existence.

stand vt � endure, bear âûäåðæàòü, âûíîñèòü, ïåðåíîñèòü

stand heat, strain, hot/cold ïåðåíîñèòü æàðó, íàïðÿæåííèå,
weather, æàðêóþ/criticism õîëîäíóþ ïîãîäó, êðèòèêó

She says she will stand no Îíà ãîâîðèò, ÷òî íå äîïóñòèò
nonsense. ãëóïîñòåé.

This method has stood the test of Ýòîò ìåòîä âûäåðæàë èñïûòàíèå
time. âðåìåíåì.

I can�t stand rude people. He âûíîøó ãðóáûõ ëþäåé.

6. Upon an impulse that, for the moment, he did not examine, he wrote
down the name Charles Stone and gave a false address.

impulse, n [c] � sudden inclination to act without thought about the
consequences � ïîðûâ, ïîáóæäåíèå

My first impulse was to phone the Ìîèì ïåðâûì ïîáóæäåíèåì áûëî �
police. ïîçâîíèòü â ïîëèöèþ.
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do smth. on (an) impulse ñäåëàòü ÷òî-ëèáî, íå
ðàçäóìûâàÿ

act on impulse ïîääàòüñÿ ïîðûâó

check/control/restrain an impulse ñäåðæàòü ïîðûâ

I never buy things on impulse. ß íèêîãäà íè÷åãî íå ïîêóïàþ, íå
ïîäóìàâ.

be seized with/by an impulse áûòü îõâà÷åííûì ïîðûâîì

feel an (irresistible) impulse to ïî÷óâñòâîâàòü (íåïðåîäîëèìîå)
do smth. æåëàíèå ñäåëàòü ÷òî-òî

When father started scolding Jane Êîãäà îòåö íà÷àë ðóãàòü Äæåéí, åå
she was seized by an impulse/she òàê è ïîäìûâàëî îãðûçíóòüñÿ, íî
felt an impulse to answer back but áëàãîðàçóìíî ñäåðæàëà ñâîé
she wisely checked it. ïîðûâ.

follow one�s impulse ïîääàòüñÿ ïîðûâó
Tom realized how wisely he had
followed his impulse.

7. I dare say you wonder where I am.

wonder vi, vt

1) ask oneself (used to introduce indirect speech) � èíòåðåñîâàòüñÿ,
æåëàòü çíàòü, çàäàâàòü ñåáå âîïðîñ

I wonder who he is/what he wants/ Èíòåðåñíî, êòî îí òàêîé? ÷òî îí õî÷åò/
why he is late/how it was done/ ïî÷åìó îí îïîçäàë/êàê ýòî áûëî
whether he will come? ñäåëàíî/ïðèäåò ëè îí?

I wonder if she is smart enough to Èíòåðåñíî, õâàòèò ëè ó íåå óìà ýòî
understand this. ïîíÿòü?

He was wondering where to spend Îí äóìàë, ãäå áû ïðîâåñòè
the weekend. âûõîäíûå äíè.

2) marvel, fåål surprised � óäèâëÿòüñÿ

wonder at smth óäèâëÿòüñÿ ÷åìó-ëèáî

It�s not to be wondered at. Ýòîìó íå ñëåäóåò óäèâëÿòüñÿ.

I don�t wonder at his speaking so Ìåíÿ íå óäèâëÿåò, ÷òî îí òàê ãðóáî
rudely. ãîâîðèë.

He has always been rude. Îí âñåãäà áûë ãðóá.

We wondered to hear her voice Ìû óäèâèëèñü, óñëûøàâ åå ãîëîñ â
in the next room. ñîñåäíåé êîìíàòå.

8. I dare say you wonder where I am, but this does not matter.

matter, vi (chiefly in interrogative, negative and conditional sentences) �
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be of importance � èìåòü çíà÷åíèå

What does it matter? Êàêîå ýòî èìååò çíà÷åíèå?

It hardly matters at all. Ýòî ïî÷òè íåâàæíî.

It doesn�t matter to me what you Äëÿ ìåíÿ íå èìååò çíà÷åíèÿ, ÷òî òû
do or where you go. (Note the áóäåøü äåëàòü è êóäà ïîéäåøü.
Present tense form in the
subordinate clause)

matter, n, [c] � smth. to which attention is given; piece of business;

affair � äåëî, âîïðîñ

a matter of great importance î÷åíü âàæíîå äåëî
a matter of life and death âîïðîñ æèçíè è ñìåðòè
a matter of taste/habit äåëî âêóñà/ïðèâû÷êè
an easy matter ïðîñòîå äåëî
It�s no laughing matter. Ýòî íå øóòî÷íîå äåëî.
That is quite another matter. Ýòî ñîâñåì äðóãîå äåëî.
It is simply a matter of time. Ýòî ïðîñòî âîïðîñ âðåìåíè,

matter, n, [u] � importance � âàæíîñòü, çíà÷åíèå

It makes no matter. Ýòî íå èìååò çíà÷åíèÿ.
(the) matter � difficulty íåïðèÿòíîñòü, òðóäíîñòü
be the matter (with) � be wrong ñëó÷èòüñÿ, áûòü íå â ïîðÿäêå
with
What�s the matter with the baby? ×òî ñëó÷èëîñü ñ ðåáåíêîì?
Is there anything the matter with Ñ òîáîé ÷òî-òî ñëó÷èëîñü?
you?
There is nothing the matter with Ñ ìàøèíîé âñå â ïîðÿäêå.
the car.

no matter who/what/where/when/how íåâàæíî, êòî, ÷òî, ãäå, êîãäà, êàê

(It�s) no matter whether you arrive Íåâàæíî, ïðèåäåøü ëè òû ðàíî èëè
early or late. ïîçäíî.

Don�t trust him no matter what he He äîâåðÿé åìó, ÷òî áû îí íè
says. ñêàçàë.

Don�t believe the rumour no He âåðü ñëóõàì, êòî áû èõ íè
matter who repeats it / no matter ïîâòîðÿë / äàæå åñëè òû  èõ áóäåøü
how often you hear it.  ÷àñòî ñëûøàòü.

9. She only stood gazing at him with an anxious and embarrassed smile.

anxious adj.

1) òðåâîæàùèéñÿ, âîëíóþùèéñÿ, îçàáî÷åííûé

an anxious mother áåñïîêîéíàÿ ìàòü
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in an anxious voice îçàáî÷åííûì òîíîì

�What�s the matter,� she asked in an �×òî ñëó÷èëîñü?� � ñïðîñèëà îíà
anxious voice. îáåñïîêîåííî.

be/feel anxious about smb�s áåñïîêîèòüñÿ, òðåâîæèòüñÿ î ÷üåì-òî
health/future çäîðîâüå, áóäóùåì

I feel anxious about your future. Ìåíÿ áåñïîêîèò òâîå áóäóùåå.

2) causing anxiety òðåâîæíûé, áåñïîêîéíûé

an anxious time, period, moment òðåâîæíîå âðåìÿ, òðåâîæíûé
ïåðèîä, ìîìåíò

His illness has been a very anxious Ìû î÷åíü òðåâîæèëèñü, êîãäà îí
business. áîëåë.

3) strongly wishing ñòðåìÿùèéñÿ ê ÷åìó-ëèáî, ñòðàñòíî
æåëàþùèé ÷åãî-ëèáî

Íå was anxious to meet you. Îí î÷åíü õîòåë òåáÿ âñòðåòèòü.
Íå is anxious to do his best. Îí ñòàðàåòñÿ ñäåëàòü âñå, ÷òî

ìîæåò.

Syn. eager adj. � full of, showing strong desire.

My son is eager to start school. Ìîé ñûí ìå÷òàåò ïîéòè â øêîëó.

Anxious and eager have a shared meanings: moved by a strong and
urgent desire or interest. Eager implies ardor and enthusiasm and
sometimes impatience at delay or restraint.

Anxious suggests earnest desire but emphasizes fear of frustration,
disappointment or failure.

TASK 1.À. Rephrase in English the following sentences:

1. He was working very hard for very little. 2. It was not as though his
wife and children were depending any more on his business. 3. In the little
hall the clerk was waiting for him with the register. 4. As far as you and the
children are concerned, I have not existed anywhere for a long time. 5.
The sea breeze was unequalled for giving one an appetite. 6. Louie no
longer hovers about him with anxious affection.

TASK 2. Find in the text the following words and word
combinations. Group them according to subject matter:

ñîçäàâàòü ïåðâîêëàññíîå äåëî, óñïåøíî ó÷èòüñÿ, â âîçðàñòå

__________________________________________________________________

16 ëåò, ïîëüçîâàòüñÿ êîñìåòèêîé, íàñëàæäàòüñÿ æèçíüþ ñïîëíà,

__________________________________________________________________
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ñëåäèòü çà ôèãóðîé, áûòü âåæëèâûì ñ êåì-ëèáî, ðàçâëåêàòü

__________________________________________________________________

ïðèÿòåëÿ, ÷óâñòâî ñêîâàííîñòè, äîêó÷àòü êîìó-ëèáî, ñîçäàòü êîìó-

__________________________________________________________________

ëèáî îáåñïå÷åííóþ æèçíü, èñïûòûâàòü îòâðàùåíèå ê îáìàíó, óëàäèòü

__________________________________________________________________

âñå ðàçóìíûì îáðàçîì, çà ïîñëåäíèå íåñêîëüêî ëåò, ñëåäèòü çà êåì-

__________________________________________________________________

ëèáî, âîçìóùåííûé, âåðíóòüñÿ íà ðàáîòó, ñåìåéíàÿ æèçíü ñëîæèëàñü

__________________________________________________________________

óäèâèòåëüíî óäà÷íî.

__________________________________________________________________

TASK 3. Answer the following questions about the story in
full detail.

1. How large was Mr. Sponson�s family? What can you say about his
children and his wife?

2. What troubled Tom about his family life?
3. Was Tom�s decision to leave his family sudden?
4. Did Tom go abroad or remain in the country? Why did he choose

Westford?
5. What made Mr. Sponson give a false name and address?
6. Why didn�t Tom send the letter which at first he had been in a hurry

to write?
7. What made Mr. Sponson leave the hotel? Why did he feel

enraged?
8. What was Tom�s reaction when he saw his wife?
9. Why do you think Louie brought the family doctor with her?
10. Did Tom�s life change in any way after his return?

TASK 4. Role-play.

Imagine you are a friend of Tom�s with whom Tom used to be close
to at university and who works at the same office with him. In the past few
years you have drifted apart but after Tom�s return you have become close
again. Ask Tom a few questions about his flight. Show that you are really
interested. Try to find out the details however small.

Find out:
1) what his wife and children are like;
2) what their attitude to Tom was before his flight;
3) whether he had been planning to run away for some time or
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acted on an
    impulse;
4) where Tom went and how he spent his time there;
5) whether he informed his family of his whereabouts;
6) why he left Westford;
7) what made him return to his family;
8) what his life is like after his return.

TASK 5. Role-play.

Imagine you are Tom. On your return from the flight explain to your
wife what made you behave the way you did.

1) Take an aggressive attitude;
2) Show you are sorry and try to placate your wife.
The following phrases may be of help:
1) You don�t seem to realize; Don�t forget that; You�ve got to

remember that; Naturally...; Well, I�d just like to say that...;
2) Please don�t misunderstand me; Don�t get me wrong; I�m not

implying that...! It�s just that...; It may seem a bit selfish but...; I know how you
feel (felt).

TASK 6. Discuss the following:

What can you say about Mrs. Sponson�s attitude to her husband? Do
you think she cared for him? Why do you think so?

TASK 7. Answer the following questions:

1. Are you doing well at the institute? Does it matter to you what your
teachers and fellow-students think of you as a student? Are you anxious to
do your best? 2. Are you doing anything to keep your figure slim? What
exactly are you doing? Do you think that a smart woman is necessarily
slim? What kind of woman would you call smart? What are the qualities she
should possess? 3. Are you impulsive by nature? Do you often follow your
impulses? Do you think it is good to do things on an impulse? Why? Are
there any situations when it is right to act on an impulse?

TASK 8. Re-phrase the following sentences using the
Commentary.

1. Do you realize you�ve hurt Kate�s feelings? 2. I hope you are
making progress at school. 3. Their car looks bright and new. 4. He did this
without thinking much. 5. I always want to know how you manage to keep
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your figure slim. 6. It�s all the same to me whatever the subject of the
conversation is. 7. Louie seemed worried about Tom�s mental health. 8. I
can�t bear hot weather. 9. The child has a quick brain. 10. He occupies
himself with gardening in his spare time. 11. I�m surprised at his behaviour.
12. Is this coat good for winter wear? 13. For him it is a question of life and
death. 14. What�s wrong? 15. We took them by surprise.

TASK 9. Translate into English (Refer to the commentary).

I. 1. Êòî ãîòîâèò â âàøåé ñåìüå? 2. Èç âñåõ ïðåäìåòîâ, êîòîðûå

__________________________________________________________________

ìû ïðîõîäèëè â øêîëå, ìíå áîëüøå âñåãî íðàâèëàñü ëèòåðàòóðà.

________________________________________________________________________________

3. Ýòó ðàáîòó íàäî ñäåëàòü â òå÷åíèå íåäåëè. 4. Íå ãîäèòñÿ ïîçâîëÿòü

__________________________________________________________________

äåòÿì èãðàòü ñî ñïè÷êàìè. 5. Òîì ñäåëàë âñå, ÷òî áûëî â åãî ñèëàõ,

______________________________________________________________________
÷òîáû ïîìî÷ü íàì. 6. Äåëàé çàðÿäêó, ýòî ïðèíåñåò òåáå ïîëüçó.

__________________________________________________________________

II. 1. Ïðîñòèòå, ÿ íå çíàëà, ÷òî îáèäåëà Âàñ. 2. Òû îñîçíàåøü, ÷òî

_________________________________________________________________________
ó íàñ îñòàëîñü ìàëî âðåìåíè? 3. Ìû ÷óâñòâîâàëè åãî íåæåëàíèå

__________________________________________________________________

ðàáîòàòü ñ íàìè. 4. ß ñäåëàë ýòî íå÷àÿííî. 5. Ïàðòèçàíû îñîçíàâàëè

__________________________________________________________________

îïàñíîñòü, íî âûïîëíÿëè ñâîé äîëã.

__________________________________________________________________

III. 1. Æåíùèíà ïîäîçðèòåëüíî âçãëÿíóëà íà ìåíÿ. 2. ×òîáû

__________________________________________________________________

ïðèâëå÷ü âíèìàíèå ñëóæàùåãî, ïîñåòèòåëü êàøëÿíóë, íî ñëóæàùèé

__________________________________________________________________

ïðîäîëæàë ÷òî-òî ïèñàòü. 3. Óñëûøàâ íîâîñòè, îí êîðîòêî óñìåõíóëñÿ.

__________________________________________________________________

4. Ïðè çâóêå õëîïíóâøåé äâåðè îíà âçäðîãíóëà.

__________________________________________________________________

IV. 1. ß õî÷ó íàäåòü ÷òî-íèáóäü íàðÿäíîå. 2. Òû òàê ýëåãàíòíî

__________________________________________________________________

âûãëÿäèøü ñåãîäíÿ! 3. Îí ïîñòóïèë â âîåííîå ó÷èëèùå ìàëü÷èêîì, à
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__________________________________________________________________

âûøåë èç íåãî áðàâûì îôèöåðîì. 4. Ñòèâåíñîíû êóïèëè äîì â

__________________________________________________________________

ôåøåíåáåëüíîì ðàéîíå. 5. Êàê ïðèÿòíî çàíèìàòüñÿ ñ òîëêîâûìè

__________________________________________________________________

ñòóäåíòàìè!

__________________________________________________________________

V. 1. Âû óâåðåíû, ÷òî ýòà òêàíü âûäåðæèò ñòèðêó?

__________________________________________________________________

2. Ëåíèíãðàäöû íå ïîäîçðåâàëè, ÷òî ãîðîäó ïðèäåòñÿ âûäåðæàòü

__________________________________________________________________

äëèòåëüíóþ îñàäó. 3. Âûêëþ÷è, ïîæàëóéñòà, ìàãíèòîôîí. ß íå âûíîøó

__________________________________________________________________

òàêóþ ìóçûêó.

__________________________________________________________________

VI. 1. Ïðè âèäå çàïëàêàííîãî ëèöà Äæåììû Ìàðòèí ñ òðóäîì

__________________________________________________________________

ñäåðæàë ïîðûâ îáíÿòü è óòåøèòü åå. 2. Êîãäà ÿ óñëûøàë ýòó ñòðàøíóþ

__________________________________________________________________

âåñòü, ìîèì ïåðâûì æåëàíèåì áûëî ïîçâîíèòü åìó. 3. Åãî âèä áûë

__________________________________________________________________

íàñòîëüêî ñìåøîí, ÷òî ó ìåíÿ âîçíèêëî íåïðåîäîëèìîå æåëàíèå

__________________________________________________________________

ñìåÿòüñÿ. 4. ß íàïèñàë ïèñüìî ïîä âëèÿíèåì ìîìåíòà. Òåïåðü ÿ

__________________________________________________________________

æàëåþ îá ýòîì.

__________________________________________________________________

VII. 1. Ìåíÿ óäèâëÿåò, ÷òî Ïåòð åùå íå ñëóæèë â àðìèè. Åìó óæå

__________________________________________________________________

20 ëåò. 2. Èíòåðåñíî, îíà îñîçíàåò, ÷òî îáèäåëà íàñ? 3. Õîòåëîñü

__________________________________________________________________

áû çíàòü, ïî÷åìó Àííà òàê èñïóãàííî íà òåáÿ ïîñìîòðåëà. 4. ß íå

__________________________________________________________________

óäèâëÿþñü, ÷òî îíà òàê âîëíóåòñÿ î ñûíå. Îò íåãî óæå äàâíî íåò

__________________________________________________________________

ïèñåì. 6. Ìû óäèâèëèñü, óñëûøàâ îá èõ ïîìîëâêå.
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__________________________________________________________________

VIII. 1. Ïî-ìîåìó, ñ Àííîé ÷òî-òî ñëó÷èëîñü. Îíà âåñü äåíü ìîë÷èò.

__________________________________________________________________

2. ß ïðèøåë îáñóäèòü äåíåæíûå äåëà. 3. Ìîæíî ëþáèòü èëè íå

__________________________________________________________________

ëþáèòü ñèíèé öâåò, ýòî âîïðîñ âêóñà. 4. Â ÷åì äåëî? Òåáå íå

__________________________________________________________________

íðàâèòñÿ ýòà êíèãà? Âîçüìè äðóãóþ. 5. Íåâàæíî, åñëè âû ÷óòü-

__________________________________________________________________

÷óòü îïîçäàåòå. Ìû ïîäîæäåì. 6. Íåóæåëè òåáå áåçðàçëè÷íî, ÷òî

__________________________________________________________________

ïîäóìàþò îá ýòîì òâîè äðóçüÿ?

__________________________________________________________________

IX. 1. Óæå ïîçäíî, à Íèêîëàÿ åùå íåò. ß î÷åíü áåñïîêîþñü çà

__________________________________________________________________

íåãî. 2. Îíà îçàáî÷åííî âçãëÿíóëà íà ìåíÿ. 3. Ýêçàìåí � âñåãäà

__________________________________________________________________

áåñïîêîéíîå âðåìÿ äëÿ ìíîãèõ. 4. Ìíå î÷åíü õî÷åòñÿ ïîëó÷èòü íà

__________________________________________________________________

ýêçàìåíå ïÿòü.

__________________________________________________________________

TASK 10. Translate the following word-combinations into
Russian. Think of Russian sentences with them. Let your fellow-
students translate the sentences into English.

a smart student; a smart child; a smart officer; a smart trick;
a smart retort; a smart answer; a smart saying.

TASK 11.

A. Choose the appropriate verbs from the list below to fill in
the blanks.

1. ... things settled; 2. ... one�s teaching practice; 3. ... the test of time;
4. ... a laugh; 5. ... one�s impulse; 6. ... the ironing; 7. ... into a smile; 8. ... lies;
9. ... smb. good; 10. ... smb. a push; 11. ... smart; 12. ... strain; 13. ... on
impulse; 14. ... anxious.

____________________________
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to act, break, check, control, stand, do, feel, follow, get, give, look, tell

B. Choose the appropriate adjectives from the list below to fill
in the blanks.

1. to be ... for success; 2. a(n) ... husband; 3. to be ... to do one�s best;
4. a(n) ... impulse; 5. a(n) ... manner; 6. to give smb. a(n) ... look;
7. a ... retort; 9. a(n) ... smile; 10. a(n) ... neighbourhood; 11. in a(n) ... voice.

____________________________
affectionate, anxious, artificial, eager, irresistible, smart.

TASK 12. Act as Polly in the following situation.

Situation: The Whites are going to hold a party. Mrs. White is trying
to discuss the matter with her elder daughter Polly, but Polly is sulking as
she is not anxious to have the party, she has other plans.

Model: Mrs.W. The Browns and the Blacks will be coming tomorrow.
Polly. It doesn�t matter to me (in the least) who is coming as

long as I am allowed to stay away.

Mrs.W. 1. I will ask the Greens too. 2. There will be twenty people all-
in-all. 3. I�m going to serve roast beef and kidney-pie. 4. We�ll use the
dinner set which was our wedding present. 5. I think it�s better to serve tea
in the library. 6. We�ll have some dancing after tea. 7. I don�t think people
will stay far into the night as it is Monday the day after.

TASK 13. Speak for the young wife who complains of her
mother-in-law.

Model:   No matter how hard I try I can never please her!

no matter who ..., why ..., where..., how often ..., whom ...,
how well ..., how soon ... , what..., etc.

PART 2

TASK 1. Act out the following microdialogues according to the
situation. Supply Jane�s answers. Follow the model.

Situation: Jane has just arrived after her first term at summer school.
Everyone is interested in her impressions. Granny�s hearing is failing but she
is as interested as anyone. Pete acts as an �interpreter� for Granny.

Model:
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Father: Are you pleased with your life at school, Jane?
Jane: I am.
Granny: What did he ask? What did she answer?
Peter: Dad wondered if she was pleased with her life at school.

She was.
Mother: Are you always polite to your teachers, Jane?
Father: Did you feel embarrassed on the first day?
Sister Kate: Did you do physical exercises to keep your figure slim?
Mother: Do they teach you cooking? Did you do any cooking

there?
Sister Kate: Are there any smart boys in your class?
Father: Are there any places of interest within walking distance

of the campus?
Sister Kate: Do any of the girls use make-up?
Mother: Did you enjoy yourself there? Are you looking forward to

the second term?
TASK 2. Break into pairs and act out the following situation.

Imagine you are secretaries from the office where Tom Sponson
works. After his flight and return you want to know as much as possible
about him. So you turn to each other for the information. The idea is for
you to use the verb wonder.

Discuss Tom�s wife and children, the relations in the family, the reason
for his flight, his choice of a place to go, his reasons for not contacting his
wife, his behaviour now. Supply the answers where possible. Start your
answers with the following widely accepted introductory phrases: Well, I
suppose; I think; If I�m not mistaken; I believe; The thing is; If my memory
doesn�t fail me; etc.

TASK 3. Translate into English using the Commentary.

Âîçâðàùàÿñü äîìîé ïîñëå ïîõîðîí îòöà, Ôåððèñ îñòàíîâèëñÿ

__________________________________________________________________

â Íüþ-Éîðêñêîé ãîñòèíèöå. Åãî ñàìîëåò óëåòàë íà ñëåäóþùåå óòðî, è ó

__________________________________________________________________

Ôåððèñà âïåðåäè áûë öåëûé äåíü. Îí íå áûë â Íüþ-Éîðêå óæå

__________________________________________________________________

ìíîãî ëåò. Ïîñëå ðàçâîäà íåñêîëüêî ëåò òîìó íàçàä îí ïåðååõàë â

__________________________________________________________________

Ïàðèæ. Îí çíàë, ÷òî åãî áûâøàÿ æåíà ñíîâà âûøëà çàìóæ è ÷òî ó íåå

__________________________________________________________________
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åñòü äåòè.

__________________________________________________________________

Ïðîñìàòðèâàÿ çàïèñíóþ êíèæêó, Ôåððèñ íàøåë òåëåôîí ñâîåé

__________________________________________________________________

áûâøåé æåíû. Îí ïî÷óâñòâîâàë íåïðåîäîëèìîå æåëàíèå ïîçâîíèòü

__________________________________________________________________

åé. Íå äàâàÿ ñåáå âðåìåíè ñäåðæàòü ïîðûâ, Ôåððèñ ñíÿë òðóáêó è

__________________________________________________________________

íàáðàë íîìåð. Ýëèçàáåò ïîäîøëà ê òåëåôîíó ñàìà. Åìó äâàæäû

__________________________________________________________________

ïðèøëîñü ïîâòîðèòü ñâîå èìÿ, ïðåæäå ÷åì îíà óçíàëà åãî. Íî êîãäà

__________________________________________________________________

óçíàëà, â åå ãîëîñå ïðîçâó÷àëî óäîâîëüñòâèå. Ôåððèñ îáúÿñíèë, ÷òî

__________________________________________________________________

îí â ãîðîäå âñåãî íà îäèí äåíü. �Ìû äîãîâîðèëèñü ïîéòè â òåàòð�, �

__________________________________________________________________

ñêàçàëà Ýëèçàáåò è ïîèíòåðåñîâàëàñü, íå ïðèäåò ëè îí ê íèì íà

__________________________________________________________________

ðàííèé óæèí, Ôåððèñ ñêàçàë, ÷òî áûë áû î÷åíü ðàä.

__________________________________________________________________

Äâåðü îòêðûë ðûæåâîëîñûé ìàëü÷èê. Ôåððèñ îêèíóë åãî

__________________________________________________________________

áûñòðûì âçãëÿäîì. Ðåáåíîê ñîâñåì íå áûë ïîõîæ íà Ýëèçàáåò.

__________________________________________________________________

Â ñòîëîâîé ãîñòÿ ïðèâåòñòâîâàë ìóæ Ýëèçàáåò. Ýëèçàáåò åùå

__________________________________________________________________

îäåâàëàñü.

__________________________________________________________________

Õîòÿ Áèëë Áåéëè áûë âåæëèâ ñ Ôåððèñîì, â êîìíàòå

__________________________________________________________________

âîöàðèëîñü îùóùåíèå ñêîâàííîñòè. Ôåððèñ ÷óâñòâîâàë ñåáÿ

__________________________________________________________________

ñìóùåííûì.

__________________________________________________________________

Âîøëà Ýëèçàáåò, äåðæà íà ðóêàõ ìàëåíüêóþ äåâî÷êó. Ôåððèñ

__________________________________________________________________



86
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

ïîäóìàë ïðî ñåáÿ, ÷òî åãî áûâøàÿ æåíà òàê æå êðàñèâà è

__________________________________________________________________

ýëåãàíòíà, êàê ïðåæäå, äàæå êðàñèâåå. Òîëüêî âûðàæåíèå åå

__________________________________________________________________

ëèöà ñòàëî ìÿãêèì è óìèðîòâîðåííûì.

__________________________________________________________________

�Î, Äæîí, � ñêàçàëà Ýëèçàáåò, îòäàâàÿ ðåáåíêà îòöó. � Òàê

__________________________________________________________________

ïðèÿòíî âèäåòü òåáÿ. Èíòåðåñíî, ñêîëüêî æå ëåò ìû íå

__________________________________________________________________

âèäåëèñü?� � �Âîñåìü ëåò,� � ñêàçàë Ôåððèñ.

__________________________________________________________________

Ðåáåíîê ñèäåë íà ðóêàõ ó îòöà, ïûòàÿñü èãðàòü åãî î÷êàìè.

__________________________________________________________________

Âíåçàïíî ó Ôåððèñà âîçíèêëî îùóùåíèå, ÷òî îí � çðèòåëü.

__________________________________________________________________

Çà÷åì îí ïðèøåë? Îíè ñ÷àñòëèâû áåç íåãî, îí èì íå íóæåí. Ôåððèñ

__________________________________________________________________

ñ òðóäîì ìîã âûäåðæàòü àòìîñôåðó ýòîãî ñ÷àñòëèâîãî äîìà. Åìó î÷åíü

__________________________________________________________________

õîòåëîñü óéòè. Ôåððèñ ñïðàøèâàë ñåáÿ, ÷òî ñ íèì ïðîèñõîäèò.

__________________________________________________________________

Çà óæèíîì ïîäàâàëèñü ëþáèìûå áëþäà Ôåððèñà. Ýëèçàáåò

__________________________________________________________________

ïîääåðæèâàëà ðàçãîâîð. Êàçàëîñü, îíà íå îñîçíàâàëà, ÷òî Ôåððèñ

__________________________________________________________________

÷óâñòâóåò ñåáÿ íåëîâêî. Óæèí ïîäõîäèë ê êîíöó, êîãäà âíåçàïíî

__________________________________________________________________

îòêðûëàñü äâåðü è ñëóæàíêà âíåñëà ïèðîã ñî ñâå÷êàìè. Âîøëè äåòè,

__________________________________________________________________

îíè áûëè â íî÷íûõ ðóáàøîíêàõ. Ôåððèñ íè÷åãî íå ïîíèìàë.

__________________________________________________________________

�Ñ äíåì ðîæäåíèÿ, Äæîí, � ñêàçàëà Ýëèçàáåò. � Çàäóé ñâå÷è.�

__________________________________________________________________

Áûë äåíü åãî ðîæäåíèÿ, à åìó ýòî äàæå íå ïðèøëî â ãîëîâó.

__________________________________________________________________
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PART 3

TASK 1. Think of a dialogue between Mr. and Mrs. Brown.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Brown work regular hours. Mr. Brown is displeased
with the way his children behave. He accuses his wife of spoiling them. This
starts a family quarrel.

Here is what displeases Mr. Brown: His children let their mother do
the washing up after a hard day�s work. Their room is a disgrace. They
read nothing but comics. They cannot remember anything they are told.
They don�t hang up their clothes. They never do their homework. Mr.
Brown is afraid he�ll be penniless the way they spend money. �What kind of
mother are you if you cannot make them do things the right way?� says Mr.
Brown.

Mrs. Brown tries to prove to her husband that their children are no
worse than any other children. She thinks the father is also responsible for
the children�s upbringing.

The following phrases may be help:

It�s all very well for you to say but...;
Don�t forget that...;
I�m sick and tired of...;
You don�t seem to realize...;
I don�t think you�re being very helpful...;
You�ve got to remember that...;
Yes, but on the other hand...;
I see your point of view but...;
I think you�re right here...;
Well, of course, if you take that attitude we�ll never manage to...

TASK 2. Read the discussion between a sociologist and
teenage girls and get ready to answer the questions that follow it.

Sociologist. What do you think of your parents? What did your
parents think about their parents when they were
young? Are relationships still the same now? Has the
generation gap grown bigger or has it become smaller?

Katherine. The situation today has totally changed. When I argue
with  my  father,  he thinks I am being rude; I think I�m just
talking to him. He says he would never have talked to his
own father in that way. He calls it �talking back.�

Sociologist. Why do teenagers challenge their parents� authority
now?

Anne. Our parents were more repressed when they were



88
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

young. My parents realize that I�ve got something
important to say to them.

Sociologist. Does your �free� way of talking to you parents frighten
them at all?

Katherine. They accept it now. I think they secretly envy our lack of
inhibition with them.

Jeanette. Was the Victorian idea of the powerful father at the head
of the house a good one?

Christione. I think that small children need some discipline.
Everything is very free now, too free. I think that things
will get more strict again. It�s a natural cycle.

Sociologist. Would you agree that you have to fight a great battle to
get your freedom?

Katherine. I think most parents recognize the time when their
children want more freedom. My brother quarrels more
with my parents than I do. Lots of boys don�t talk to their
parents at all, but some girls I know say that their mother
is their best friend. That�s the best compliment you can
pay a parent.

Questions about the discussion:

1. What do you think of the girls� answers? Do you agree with the
points of view they expressed?

2. How would you answer the questions including those that were
left unanswered by the girls?

TASK 3. Read the text and get ready to discuss the advantages
and disadvantages of being an only child. Write out the words and
word combinations that will help you speak on the problem.
Questions for discussion given after the text may be of help.

ONLY CHILDREN

Is an �only child� special in some way? If children have no brothers or
sisters, do they develop differently? Are they likely to be more intelligent?
Or less confident? Or more selfish? Or are they just the same as children
from large families?

Statistics often show that only children are �achievers� � people who
become very successful in their careers. But firstborn children in general
(not just only children) tend to be� achievers�.

In the 1920s and 1930s the experts used to say, �Being an only child
is a disease in itself.� In fact, of course, it�s impossible to support this. Only
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children naturally have a very different experience in childhood. They are
always the centre of attention. No younger brother or sister arrives to
challenge this and to share their childhood with them.

One modern-day child expert believes they may be more dependent.
They may be less willing to share things. They may have more difficulty
getting used to school. But the phrase �an only child� does not necessarily
mean �a lonely child�.

A professor of Child Care at Sheffield Hospital, Ronald Illingworth,
says: �There is one great advantage for an only child. He or she receives all
the love parents have to offer. A loved child usually grows up into a loving
adult.�

So the general opinion of the experts is: Only children are not very
different from �non-onlies� in either emotions or intelligence.

Journalist Angela Lewis interviewed several famous and successful
people who were only children. Among them Noel Edmonds (à BBC radio
discjockey and TV presenter), Sally Oppenheim (a Conservative MP), and
Chris Bonnington (the Everest climber).

Sally Oppenheim: �My parents didn�t spoil me. In fact, they were
stricter than many parents. As a child I used to talk to my dog for hours. (I
think pets are very important to only children). Mostly I was bored. This has
made me work hard in my career. I like to be busy. I married young � as
an only child, I think I needed a close relationship with another adult. Even
now I still don�t like being an only child. I have a horror of being alone�.

Noel Edmonds: �I was shy at school, I didn�t make many friends. I
wasn�t used to being with other children. In the school holidays I used to
play on my own. But I had a very good relationship with my parents, I don�t
remember feeling lonely as a child, but I used to invent my own dream
world. And I decided very early that I was going to be successful�.

Chris Bonnington: �I was shy. At times I was very unhappy especially
when I was sent to a boarding-school at five. I didn�t make close friends
until I was about thirteen. I became very good at being by myself. I had no-
one to rely on, and no-one to ask for advice. That made me independent,
and I�ve always solved my problems myself. My wife and I have two sons.
We didn�t want an only child, because I felt I had missed a lot of things.�

Discussion:

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of being an only
child?

2. Are you an only child? If so, are you sorry you are?
3. How many children would you like to have when you have a family

of your own?

PART 4



90
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

TASK 1. Read the passage and note the ground rules
people are supposed to stick to in an argument. Express your
attitude to these rules.

HOW TO ENJOY A FAMILY QUARREL

There are grounds for deep suspicion, I think, in the idea of a family
group which does not occasionally dissolve into a mass of screaming
squabblers. I know of families where no word of dissent is ever permitted
before � or from � the children, and these tend to be families where no
word of tenderness either is ever permitted before � or from � the
children.

Not to put too fine a point on it, if two or three or four or five or six
people live together in one house, sooner or later something is going to
come up about which they do not see eye to eye and are prepared to say
so. The children are displeased with their parents, perhaps, or displeased
with each other or some outside element; it is even possible that the parents
are displeased with their children. It would be unsafe to imagine that the
average family could keep these emotions unspoken without some damage
to the phyche, particularly the parents�.

In our family we are six � two parents and four children � and we
are given to what I might call unceasing differences of opinion, more or
less violent. Anyone, of course, may start the fray, but once begun, certain
immutable ground rules apply and must not be broken.

Approximately, the ground rules may be stated as: the battle must be
joined in a spirit of high moral indignation and a correspondingly high
voice. The more vivid the detail, the more forceful the complaint. �He hit me
and scratched me and pulled my hair and bit me� is clearly a finer many-
angle trench than merely: �He hit me�.

Once the arguable premise has been decided, counter-attack may
consist of flat denial (�I never did�), counter-accusation (�Well, you hit me
first�) or personal insult (�Anyway, you�re nothing but a big baby�). In the
case of parental involvement, case histories may be admitted in evidence
(�Since you are so consistently rude to members of your own family, I can
see no reason why we should believe that you are civil to your sister�s
friends�), and dire prediction may be used as a pseudo�threat (�The main
part of growing up is the acceptance of responsibility, so a little girl who is
going to wear lipstick and fancy shoes will naturally want to be more
capable in the home and can, therefore, expect to wash up and dry every
night�).

If the father of the family speaks, whether in anger or not, absolute
silence must be maintained, although it is not necessary to pay any
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particular attention to what he is saying.
If the mother of the family speaks, by heaven everybody had better

look alive.
Any apology fairly earned must be delivered in a cold and superior

voice, as grudgingly as possible (�Well, I said I was sorry�), and complete to
teach the children manners.

TASK 2. Study the situation that led to a family skirmish, study
the character sketches of the members of the famliy, choose the
part you would like to do and act out the situation.

Situation: The family had their television set in a small room. Apart
from the television set there is a radio, a record player, and the attachment
for the tape recorder. All four children watch television at some time during
the day and the sofa is convenient for a parental nàð after dinner. The
room is, in fact, what might be called a recreation room, or even a music
room, or � stretching a point � a library.

One late afternoon recently Father retired to lie down on the sofa and
watch a match before dinner. He came storming out at once announcing
that no one, no one, was ever going to watch television in the house again, or
at least only over his dead body. The books had been knocked crooked in all
the bookshelves because Barry and Sally had been roughhousing. Jeannie
has left her sewing box and a book on one of the chairs and Laurie had been
doing his homework in there, and the ashtrays were full of torn scraps on
which Latin phrases were scrawled, and the floor was covered with little
pieces of thread and pencil sharpening? Someone had left a sweater over
the back of the other chair.

Characters:

Father is a man who will not suffer disorder. He can�t stand it when
the children start talking back. Father never lends books to anyone as it
leaves spaces in the bookshelves. He also expects his children to behave
properly in all situations.

Mother is the peace-maker. But the children must be sure that
Mother and Father are of one mind on everything.

Jeannie,16, is fond of loud music. She plays rock and roll on her
record player all day long. Jeannie likes to bring her friends over to listen
to music. She has been using make-up for some time now and thinks of
herself as a grown-up woman.

Laurie, 14, is not tidy, lets his hair grow too long, throws his things
about, but he will not stand it if anyone touches anything that belongs to
him. Laurie thinks himself an expert on modern music. He likes to do his
homework in the television room.

Sally and Barry (12) are twins. Though they sometimes quarrel they
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hold a united front against anyone else. The twins do not do too well at
school. They like noisy active games, which sometimes leads to trouble. For
instance, not long ago they broke a vase.

VOCABULARY

Expressing annoyance: I�m sick and tired of...
Requests and commands: I wish you�d stop shouting / answer my

questions /  lower your voice, etc.
Do stop shouting/making fun of people / giving useless advice, etc.
Would you be so kind as to stick to the point/to let me say smth. / to

listen to me, etc.
Would you like to explain to me exactly what it means?

Criticizing attitudes:  I think you�re being rather selfish /
inconsiderate / stupid, etc.

You don�t seem to realize..
Pointing out problems: Have you considered the fact that...

Don�t forget that ...
Be careful about...

Avoiding being misunderstood: Please don�t misunderstand me.
Don�t get me wrong.
You haven�t got the point, I think.
Now, I didn�t say/do that
Now, just let me finish. I was about to say...
I�m not implying that..,

Correcting people: Instead of... you...
You say... but in fact ...
You�re quite wrong you know.

Bringing a discussion back to the point: That�s completely off
the point.
We�re talking about ... not ...

Breaking into conversation: If you�d let me get a word in
edgewise I�d ...
If you�d only listen to me!

Calming the argument: Listen, please, all of you!
Don�t get upset / angry.
Keep your hair on!

Arguing without hurting the other person�s feelings: I see your
point of view, of course, but..,
Well, I�d just like to say that..
I know how you feel / what you mean, but...
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TASK 3. Tom Sponson said: �Family life is everything�. Do
you also think so? Give your reasons. Agree or disagree about
the following. Give your reasons.

1. Girls should not get married before they are twenty one.
2. All families should spend two hours together at home every

evening.
3. Parents ought to be stricter with their children.
4. I�d rather take my holidays with my parents than with my friends.
5. If I had a problem I�d always go to my parents rather than my

friends.

PART 4

` TASK 1. Listen to the text on the tape.

TASK 2. Answer the questions:

1 What is John Cornford�s job?
2. What is he interested in?
3. What does John�s wife Sarah do?
4. How did is their son Steve?
5. How does he spend his free time?
6. Where does Pauline study?
7. Is she a good skater?
8. Does Steve�s sister Alice go to school or university?
9. What does Sarah�s mother like to do?

LESSON 5  ÓÐÎÊ 5

THURSDAY EVENING

PART I

` TASK 1. Listen to, and read the text. Translate it into Russian
and give a summary of the text, dividing it into several logical parts.
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FROM: THURSDAY EVENING

by Ch. Morley

Christopher Morley (1890�1957), an American author, received
unusual recognition early in his career. Among his widely known novels
are �Kitty Foyle� and �The Trojan Horse�. In his popular short play �Thursday
Evening,� Christopher Morley opposes the common mother-in-law
stereotype with two very likable and charming women.

The scene is set in the small kitchen of the modest suburban home of
Mr and Mrs Gordon Johns. A meal has been recently cooked, as is shown by
a general confusion of pots and pans and dishcloths.

Laura, who is an attractive little woman aged about twenty- three, is
in that slightly tense condition of a young hostess who has had a long and
trying day with house and baby, and has also cooked and served a dinner
for four as both the grandmothers are visiting.

Both husband and wife are washing up. They are in good humour at
first but every time one or the other refers to his or her mother the
atmosphere becomes tense. Gordon, more than his wife Laura, takes pains
to avoid a quarrel and changes the subject whenever he is aware of danger.

While scraping portions of food off the soiled plates Gordon picks out
several large pieces of meat, lettuce, butter etc., which he puts on one
plate at one side. Later his wife sees the plate of odds and ends and
scrapes its contents into a garbage pail.

Among other things Gordon says that he�s a little worried about his
mother as she hardly ate any of her salad. This time, it is Laura who tries
honorably to avert the garthering storm by mentioning that Junior drank
out of a cup the first time. But even this seemingly encouraging event puts
the two on the break of a quarrel. Gordon feels slighted because the cup
used was the one Laura�s mother had used, not this morther�s.

Though he�s been trying to tide over the mutually realized danger
point, when Gordon begins hunting for the plate with �a lot of perfectly
good stuff� he saved, a fierce quarrel breaks out.

Laura: Well, if you think I�m going to keep a lot of half-eaten salad
your mother picked over �

Gordon (seizes garbage pail lifts it up to the sink and begins to explore
its contents. His fuse also is rapidly shortening): My Lord, it�s no wonder we
never have any money to spend if we chuck half of it away in waste.
(Picking out various selections.) Waste! Look at that piece of cheese, and
those potatoes. You could take those things, and some of this meat, and
make a nice economical hash for lunch�

Laura: It�s a wonder you wouldn�t get a job as a scavenger, I never
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heard of a husband like you, rummaging through the garbage pail.
Gordon (blows up): Do you know what the one unforgivable sin is?

It�s waste! It makes me wild to think of working and working like a dog,
and half of what I earn just thrown away. Look at this, just look at it.
(Displays a gristly object) There�s enough meat on that bone to make soup.
Oh, ye gods, about half a dozen slices of bread. What�s the matter with
them, I�d like to know.

Laura: I think it�s the most disgusting thing I ever heard of. To go
picking over the garbage pail like that. You attend to your affairs and I�ll
attend to mine.

Gordon: I guess throwing away good, hard-earned money is my
affair, isn�t it?

Laura: You�re always quick enough to find fault. You don�t seem to
know when you�re lucky. You come back at night and find your home well
cared for and me slaving over a hot dinner, and do you ever say a word
of thanks? No, all you can think of is finding fault. I can�t imagine how you
were brought up. Your mother�

Gordon: Just leave my mother out of it. I guess she didn�t spoil me the
way yours did you. Of course. I wasn�t an only daughter�

Laura: I wish you had been. Then I wouldn�t have married you.
Gordon: I suppose you think that if you�d married Jack Davis or some

other of those jokers you�d never have had to see the inside of a kitchen -
Laura: If Junior grows up with your disposition, all I can say is I hope

he�ll never get married.
Gordon : If he gets married,I hope it�ll be to some girl who

understands something about economy�
Laura: If he gets married, I hope he�ll be man enough not to be

always finding fault�
Gordon: Well, he won�t get married! I�ll put him wise to what

marriage means, fussing like this all the time�
Laura: Yes, he will get married. He shall get married!
Gordon: Oh, this is too absurd�
Laura: He shall get married, just to be a humiliating example to his

father. I�ll bring him up the way a husband ought to be.
Gordon: In handcuffs, I suppose�
Laura: And his wife won�t have to sit and listen to perpetual criticism

from his mother�
Gordon: If you�re so down on mothers-in-law, it�s queer you�re

anxious to be one yourself. The expectant mother-in-law!
Laura: All right, be vulgar, I dare say you can�t help it.
Gordon: Great Scott, what did you think marriage was like, anyway?

Did you expect to go through life having everything done for you, without
a little hard work to make it interesting?
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Laura: Is it necessary to shout?
Gordon: Now let me tell you something.Let�s see if you can ratify it

from your extensive, observation of life. Is there anything in the world so
cruel as bringing up a girl in absolute ignorance of housework? Marriage
ought not to be performed before an altar, but before a kitchen sink.

Laura (furiously): I ought to have known that oil and water won�t
mix, I ought to have known that a vulgar, selfish, conceited man couldn�t
make a girl happy who was brought up in a refined family. You�re too
common, too ordinary, to know when you�re lucky. You get a changing,
aristocratic wife and expect her to grub along like a washer-woman. You
try to crush all the life and spirit out of her. You ought to have married an
icebox � that�s the only thing in this house you�re really attentive to.

Gordon: Now listen�
Laura (will not be checked): Talk about being spoiled � why, your

mother babies you so, you think you�re the only man on Earth.
(Sarcastically) Her poor, overworked, boy, who tries so hard and gets all
fagged out in the office and struggles so nobly to support his family! I
wonder how you�d like lo run this house and bear a child and take care of
it and cook a big dinner and be sneered at and never a word of praise. All
you can think of is picking over the garbage pail and finding fault�

Gordon (like a fool): I didn�t find fault ! I found some good food being
wasted.

Laura: All right, if you love the garbage pail better than you do your
wife, you can live with it (Flinging her dish towel on the floor and exits into
dining-room.)

(Gordon stands irresolutely at the sink, and makes a few gloomy
motions among the unfinished dishes. He glares at the garbage can. Then
he carefully gathers those portions of food that he has chosen as being still
usable, then puts them on a plate and, after some hesitation, puts the plate
in the icebox. He is about to do some other things but then a sudden fit of
anger seizes him, he tears off his apron, throws it on the floor, and goes out,
slamming the door. After a brief pause, Mrs Sheffield and later Mrs Johns
enter the kitchen. They begin putting things to rights. They work like
automatons. For perhaps two minutes not a word is said, and the two seem,
by searching side glances,to be probing each other�s mood.)

Mrs Johns: If it wasn�t so tragic I�d laugh. (A pause, during which they
work busily.)

Mrs. Sheffield: If it wasn�t so comic I�d cry. (Another pause.) I guess
it�s my fault. Poor Laura, I�m afraid I have spoiled her.

Mrs Johns: My fault, I think. Two mothers-in-law at once is too much
for any young couple. I didn�t know you were here, or I wouldn�t have
come.

Mrs Sheffield: Laura is so dreadfully sensitive, poor child�
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Mrs Johns: Gordon works so hard at the office. You know he�s trying
to get promoted to the sales department, and I suppose it tells on his
nerves�

Mrs. Sheffield: If Laura could afford to have a nurse to help her
with the baby, she wouldn�t get so exhausted�

Mrs Johns: Gordon says he wants to take out some more insurance,
that�s why he worries so about economy. It isn�t for himself; he�s really very
unselfish�

Mrs. Sheffield (a little tartly). Still, I do think that sometimes � (They
pause and look at each other quickly.) My gracious, we�ll be at it ourselves if
we don�t look out! (She goes to the clothes-house and rearranges the
garments on it. She holds up a Lilliputian shift and they both smile.)

Mrs Johns: That darling baby! I hope he won�t have poor Gordon�s
quick temper. It runs in the Johns family, I�m afraid. You know Gordon�s
father used to say that Adam and Eve didn�t know when they were well off.
He said that was why they called it the Garden of Eden.

Mrs Sheffieid: Why?
Mrs Johns: Because there was no mother-in-law there.
Mrs Sheffield: Poor children,they have such a lot to learn! I really

feel ashamed, Mrs Johns, because Laura is an undisciplined little thing and
I�m afraid I�ve always petted her too much. She had such a lot of attention
before she met Gordon, and was made so much of, it gave her wrong
ideas.

Mrs Johns: I wish Gordon was a little younger; I�d like to turn him up
and spank him. He�s dreadfully stubborn and tactless�

Mrs Sheffield: But I�m afraid I did make a mistake. Laura was having
such a good time as a girl. I was always afraid she�d have a hard
awakening when she married. But Mr Sheffield had a good deal of money
at that time, and he used to say, �She�s only young once. Let her enjoy
herself!�

Mrs Johns: My husband was shortsighted, too. He had had to skimp
so that he brought up Gordon to have a terror of writing a nickel.

Mrs Sheffield: Very sensible. I wish Mr Sheffield had had a liltle more
of that terror, I shall have to tell him what his policy has resulted in. But
really, you know, when I heard them at it, I could hardly help admiring
them. It brings back old times!

Mrs Johns: So it does! (A pause.) But we can�t let them go on like
this. A little vigorous quarrelling is good for everybody. It�s a kind of spiritual
laxative. But they carry it too far.

Mrs Sheffield: They�re awfully ingenious. They were even bickering
about Junior�s future mother-in-law. I suppose she�s still in school, whoever
she may be!
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Mrs Johns: Being a mother-in-law is almost as painful as being a
mother.

Mrs Sheffield: I think every marriage ought to be preceded by a
treaty of peace between the two mothers. If they understand each other,
everything will work out all right.

Mrs Johns: You�re right. When each one takes sides with her own
child, it�s fatal.

Mrs Sheffield (lowering her voice): Look here,I think I know how we
can make them ashamed of themselves! Where are they now?

Mrs Johns (goes cautiously to the dining-room door, and peeps
through): Laura is lying on the couch in the living-room. I think she�s crying
� her face is buried in the cushion.

Mrs Sheffield: Splendid. That means she�s listening with all her ears.
(Tiptoes to  the window.) I can�t see Gordon, but I think he�s walking around
the garden�

Mrs Johns (quietly): If we were to talk a little louder he�d sit on the
back steps to hear it�

Mrs Sheffield: Exactly. Now listen! (They put their heads together
and whisper; the audience does not hear what is said.)

Mrs Johns: Fine! Oh, that�s fine!
Mrs Sheffield (whispers again, inaudibly.) But wait a moment. Don�t

you think it would be better if I praise Laura and you praise Gordon? They
won�t expect that, and it might shame them�

Mrs Sheffield: No, no! Don�t you see � (Whispers again, inaudibly.)
Mrs Johns: You�re right. Cunning as serpents and harmless as doves

� (They carefully set both doors ajar.)
Mrs Sheffield: I only hope we won�t wake the baby � (They return to

the task of cleaning up, and talk very loudly, in pretended quarrel. Then each
one begins praising her own child and criticizing the other. Their last words
are):

Mrs Sheffield: Yes, as Laura�s nother I can�t let her go on like this. A
husband, a home, and a baby � it�s enough to ruin any woman.

Mrs Johns: It�s only fair to both sides to end it all. I never heard of
such brutal hardships, Gordon can�t fight against these things any longer.
Throwing away a soupbone and three slices of bread! It�s no wonder he
doesn�t go mad.

Mrs Sheffield: We�ve saved them just in time.
(They look at each other knowingly, with the air of those who have

done a sound bit of work. Then they stealthily open the door at the rear, and
exit up the back stairs. There is a brief pause; then the dining room door
opens like an explosion, and Laura bursts in. She stands for a moment, wild-
eyed, stamps her foot in a passion. Then she seizes one of the baby shirts
from the rack, and drops into the chair by the table, crying. She buries her
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head in her arms, concealing the shirt. Enters Gordon, from porch. He stands
uncertainly, evidently feeling like a fool.)

Gordon: I�m sorry, I � I left my pipe in here. (Finds it by the sink.)
Laura (her face still hidden): Oh, Gordie, was it all a mistake?
Gordon (troubled, pats her shoulder tentatively): Now listen, Creature,

don�t. You�ll make yourself sick.
Laura: I never thought I�d hear such things � from my own mother.
Gordon: I never heard such rot. They must be mad, both of them.
Laura: Then you were listening, too�
Gordon: Yes. Why, they�re deliberately trying to set us against each

other.
Laura: They wouldn�t have dared speak like that if they had known

we could hear. Gordon, I don�t think it�s legal�
Gordon: I�m afraid the law doesn�t give; one much protection

against one�s mother.
Laura (miserably): I guess she�s right. I am spoiled, and I am silly, and I

am extravagant�
Gordon: Don�t be silly, darling. That�s crazy stuff. I�m not overworked,

and even if I were I�d love it, for you�
Laura: I don�t want a nurse for Junior, I wouldn�t have one in the

house. (Sits up, disheveled,and displays the small shirt she has been
clutching.) Gordon, I�m not an amateur! I love that baby and I am scientific.
I keep a chart of his weight every week.

Gordon: Yes, I know, ducky, Gordon understands.
Laura: Nobody can take away my darling baby�
Gordon: It was my fault, dear, I am obstinate and disagreeable�
Laura: Gordon, you mustn�t work too hard. You know you�re all I

have (a sob) since Mother�s gone back on me.
Gordon (patting her): I think it�s frightful, the things they said. What

are they trying to do, break up a happy home?
Laura: We are happy, aren�t we?
Gordon: Well, I should say so. Did you ever hear me complain?

(Takes her in his arms.)
Laura: No, Gordie. It was cruel of them to try to make trouble

between us; but, perhaps, some of the things they said�
Gordon: Were true?
Laura: Well, not exactly true, dear, but � interesting! Your mother is

right, you do have a hard time, and I�ll try�
Gordon (stops her): No, your mother is right, I�ve been a brute�
Laura: I�m lucky to have such a husband � (They are silent a

moment.) You know, Gordie, we mustn�t let them know we heard them.
Gordon: No, I suppose not.But it�s hard to forgive that sort of talk.
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Laura: Even if they did say atrocious things I think they really love us�
Gordon: We�ll be a bit cold and stand-offish until things blow over.
Laura (complacently): If I�m ever a mother-in-law, I shall try to be very

understanding�
Gordon: Yes, Creature. Do you remember why I call you Creature?
Laura: Do I not?
Gordon: There was an adjective omitted, you remember.
Laura: Oh, Gordie, that�s one of the troubles of married life. So many

of the nice adjectives seem to get omitted.
Gordon: Motto for married men: Don�t run short of adjectives! You

remember what the adjective was?
Laura: Tell me.
Gordon: Adorable. It was an abbreviation for Adorable Creature.

(Holds her. They are both perfectly happy.) I love our little Thursday
evenings.

Laura (partly breaks from his embrace): Sssh! (Listens.) Was that the
baby?

COMMENTARY

SPEECH PATTERNS

1. It makes me wild to think of working and working like a dog...
It made Jane sad to hear the news.
It will make the child happier to have his sister with him.

2. a) All you can think of is finding fault.
All I could dream of was going on a vacation,
All you can object to is the loss of time.
All we can hope for is the testimony of that witness.

b) All you can (have to) do is to tell the truth.
All he was able to do was to listen to them.
All you had to do was to give your consent.
All we can do is not to make a fuss about it.

c) All you can (have to) say is (that) you will never do it.
All I can say is I hope I�ll never get married.
All I could say was that the matter was urgent.
All we were able to suggest was that you should not
accept the offer.

PHRASES AND WORD COMBINATIONS

to rummage through
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to attend to (one�s affairs, business)
to take (great) pains to do smth.
to slave over smth.
to leave smb. out of smth.
to be man enough
to put smb. wise as to what (how, when, where, etc.) or about smth.
to be down on smb.
a word of praise
to get promoted
to be made much of
to result in
to bring back old times
to carry smth. too far
to work out
to take sides with smb.
to burst in
to set smb. against smth. � smb.

VOCABULARY

1. avoid vt to keep away from, as to avoid a person, speaking to smb,
meeting smb, mentioning smth, mistakes, bad company, a quarrel, an
argument, a scandal, a difficulty (difficulties), an attack, danger, evil, a
punishment, an accident, answering, etc. What have I done? Why are you
avoiding me? We only just avoided an accident. The doctor told her to
avoid fatty meat (eating much fat).

avodable a that can be avoided. I�m sure the quarrel was quite
avoidable, your interference spoiled everything,

Ant. unavoidable. The accident was unavoidable, the man ran out
into the street too suddenly for the driver to stop the car.

2. avert vt
1) to prevent, as to avert a blow, failure, controversy, evil, the

gathering storm (fig.), etc. I did my best to avert the danger. Wasn�t it
possible to avert the accident? War was averted by a timely peace mission.

Syn. avoid
2) to turn away, as to avert one�s gaze, face, thoughts, attention

(from smth). She averted her eyes (gaze) from the terrible sight.

3. slight a 1) slender slim. She is a slight girl. 2) not serious, not
important. I hardly felt that slight scratch.He has a slight cold. She had a
slight attack of fever.

not the slightest not the least. I haven�t the slightest idea (doubt)
about it.

slightly adv somewhat, to a slight degree. The child is only slightly
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hurt.
slight vt to pay too little attention to smb, to treat disrespectfully.

Mary felt slighted because she was not invited to the party. Although the
author�s work was slighted during his life time, he became quite popular
after his death. Aileen was slighted and insulted.

Syn. hurt

4. disgust n a very strong feeling of dislike. A great feeling of disgust
overwhelmed her. She turned away in disgust when she saw the drunk
man. He left the room in disgust over their petty quarrel.

disgust vf to cause disgust in smb. The smell of a bad egg disgust
most people. Your vulgar slang disgusts me. He was disgusted at (by) her
answer. How could you say such a thing? I�m disgusted.

disgusting a Causing, disgust. What a disgusting smell, I find cruel
treatment of animals disgusting. Look at the mess he has made of the
place. It�s disgusting.

5. humiliate v to lower the dignity or self-respect of smb; to put to
shame. That child who behaved badly when guests were present
humiliated his parents. We felt humiliated by our failure.

humiliation n humiliating or being humiliated. I shall never forget
that humiliation.

humiliating a that humiliates. Such a humiliating experience was
good for his egoism.

6. conceit n too much pride in oneself. Her self-praising letter
seemed to be motivated more by conceit than a desire to communicate.
The braggart�s letter was full of conceit.

conceited a fulI of conceit. Many performers become conceited
after only modest success. The conceited man is rarely a happy man.

7. glare vi 1) to shine with a light so bright as to hurt the eyes. The
sun glared down on us all day. The frozen snow glared in the morning
sunlight. A single naked bulb glared pitilessly in the centre of the room. 2)
to stare angrily or fiercely. He glared at me like a bull at a red rag. A tiger
glares at its prey.

glare n
1) a very bright light, so strong that it is
unpleasant or blinding. The unshaded bulbs threw a yellow glare

over the walls. We shielded our eyes from the glare of the sun on the
water. She hates the glare of publicity.

2) an angry or fierce look or stare. He looked at me with an angry
glare (gave me a glare) when I said he couldn�t be trusted with the job.

glaring a 1) unpleasantly bright. The glarig headlights of a car
blinded me for a moment. There were glaring neon signs over the
building. 2) angry or fierce. Her glaring eyes were suggestive of her
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anger. 3) easily seen, obvious. How could you overlook it? It is a glaring
mistake (error). There are several glaring defects in your plan.

8. extravagant a
1) spending much more than is necessary or wise, wasteful. Dora

was an extravagant wife and could never make both ends meet. She was
extravagant in everything she bought.

Ant. thrifty
2) excessively high, as extravagant expenses, claims, etc.
The price is extravagant, I shall never pay so much.
extravagance n wastefulness in spending money. That fur coat is an

extravagance you can�t afford. His wife�s extravagance ruined him.

9. cunning a clever at deceiving people; sly. Be careful! He is as
cunning as fox.

Syn. sly.
cunning n skill in deceiving people. The boy showed a great deal of

cunning in getting what he wanted. He succeeded in his object by pure
cunning.

TASK 2. Substitute one of the speech patterns for the parts
of the sentence.

Models: a) He became angry when he thought of working and
working like a dog.
It made him angry to think of working and working like
a dog.

b) You cannot think of anything else but finding fault.
All you can think of is finding fault.

1. He was annoyed when people told him that he should be more
polite. 2. The girl became sad when she heard the mournful news 3. The
mother was happy (she rejoiced) when she received many letters from her
daughter. 4. He dreamed of nothing else but becoming a doctor. 5. There
was nothing they had to demand but that the old woman should be treated
with all respect due to her. 6. The only thing we objected to was her
stubbornness. 7. She had better do nothing else but attend to her work. 8.
There was nothing else she had wanted to do, but to trust his judgement.

TASK 3. Make up sentences of your own on each pattern.

TASK 4. Pair work. Make up and act out in front of the class a
dialogue using the speech patterns.

TASK 5. Note down from the text the sentences containing the
phrases and word combinations and translate them into Russian.
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PART 2

TASK 1. Translate the following sentences into English using
the speech patterns.

1. Íåæåëàíèå Ãîðäîíà ïîíÿòü æåíó ðàçîçëèëî Ëîðó. 2. Ðåá¸íîê

__________________________________________________________________

ñòàíåò ñ÷àñòëèâåå, åñëè åãî ìàòü áóäåò ïðîâîäèòü ñ íèì áîëüøå

__________________________________________________________________

âðåìåíè.. 3. Âñå, íà ÷òî ìîã íàäåÿòüñÿ Âîë, òàê ýòî íà ïîêàçàíèÿ åãî

__________________________________________________________________

æåíû. 4. �Åäèíñòâåííîå, ÷òî òû óìååøü äåëàòü, òàê ýòî ïðèäèðàòüñÿ êî

__________________________________________________________________

ìíå, è ýòî ìåíÿ áåñèò�, � ñêàçàëà Ëîðà. 5. Ïîñëåäíÿÿ âñòðå÷à ñ

__________________________________________________________________

Ôðýíêîì îïå÷àëèëà Ýéëèí. Âñå, íà ÷òî îíà ìîãëà íàäåÿòüñÿ, òàê ýòî

__________________________________________________________________

æäàòü, ÷òî îí â êîíöå êîíöîâ ïîéìåò, êàê îí åå óíèçèë. 6. Åãî

__________________________________________________________________

âîçìóùàåò, ÷òî åìó íå äîâåðÿþò. 7. Åå ñåðäÿò, ÷òî åé ïðèõîäèòñÿ

__________________________________________________________________

íàïîìèíàòü åìó î åãî îáÿçàííîñòÿõ. 8. Ó÷èòåëüíèöó âñåãäà ðàäóåò,

__________________________________________________________________

êîãäà îíà ñëûøèò îá óñïåõàõ ñâîèõ ó÷åíèêîâ. 9 Êàæäîé ìàòåðè

__________________________________________________________________

ïðèÿòíî, êîãäà åå ðåáåíêà õâàëÿò. 10. Êàæäûé áû ïðèøåë â ÿðîñòü,

__________________________________________________________________

åñëè áû ñ íèì òàê ïîñòóïèëè. 11. Îíà òîëüêî è ìå÷òàåò î òîì, ÷òîáû

__________________________________________________________________

ñòàòü àðòèñòêîé. 12. Åäèíñòâåííîå, ÷òî ìåíÿ âîçìóùàåò, ýòî òâîÿ ëåíü.

__________________________________________________________________

TASK 2. Paraphrase the following sentences using the phrases
and word combinations:

1. At times some praise will work wonders. 2. You�d better explain to
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him how he is to behave when his wife has friends over. 3. Don�t you think we
are giving the child too much attention? 4. Never mind Molly, what has she
got to do with it? 5. You don�t mean to betray your friend, do you? Who has
turned you against him? 6. I have a feeling that somebody has been
ransacking my drawer.7. �How long are you going to labour with that
assignment?� my roommate asked me at two in the morning. 8. When a
young couple is expecting friends they are anxious to arrange everything
properly in the house. 9. His reckless driving brought about the accident.
10. Photographs are sure to remind one of the past. 11. I don�t mind your
being curious, but you are overdoing it. 12. If you must give support to one
or the other cause first make up your mind. 13. How do you feel about
Smith? I used to respect him a lot, but now I�m angry with him. 14. Scarlett
was furious that she had to spend so much time and work so hard on the
wounded in the hospital under the supervision of Mrs Meade.

TASK 3. Make up two sentences of your own on each phrase
and word combination.

TASK 4. Make up and practice a suitable dialogue using the
phrases and word combinations.

TASK 5. Translate the following sentences into English using
the phrases and word combinations:

1. Ìàëü÷èê î÷åíü ñòàðàëñÿ íå äåëàòü îøèáîê â ñâîåì

__________________________________________________________________

èçëîæåíèè. 2. Ïî÷åìó âû íå îòêðîåòå åé ãëàçà íà èñòèííîå

__________________________________________________________________

ïîëîæåíèå äåë? 3. Â äåòñòâå åå íå áàëîâàëè, è òåïåðü îíà

__________________________________________________________________

îêàçàëàñü áîëåå ñàìîñòîÿòåëüíîé, ÷åì åå áðàò. 4. Ñèëüíûå

__________________________________________________________________

äîæäè â ãîðíûõ ðàéîíàõ ïðèâåëè ê íàâîäíåíèþ. 5. Âñòðå÷à è

__________________________________________________________________

ðàçãîâîð ñî ñòàðûì øêîëüíûì òîâàðèùåì âûçâàëè â ïàìÿòè

__________________________________________________________________

ñòàðûå âðåìåíà. 6. Íå êàæåòñÿ ëè âàì, ÷òî îíà ñëèøêîì äàëåêî

__________________________________________________________________

çàõîäèò â ñâîåé äåðçîñòè? Îäíàêî íå äóìàéòå, ÷òî ÿ ãîâîðþ ýòî,

__________________________________________________________________

÷òîáû âîññòàíîâèòü âàñ ïðîòèâ íåå. 7. Íå áåñïîêîéòåñü, âñå
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__________________________________________________________________

óñòðîèòñÿ ÷óäåñíî. Íàì íàäî òîëüêî îáñóäèòü âñå çàðàíåå. 8. Íà

__________________________________________________________________

÷üåé âû ñòîðîíå? Ðåøàéòå. 9. Ñêàðëåòò ðûëàñü â ÿùèêå ñòîëà,

__________________________________________________________________

ïûòàÿñü íàéòè òàì îñòàòêè äåíåã. 10. Ïîêà îí íå çàéìåòñÿ

__________________________________________________________________

äåëîì âñåðüåç, îí íå ïîëó÷èò ïîâûøåíèÿ. 11. Ó÷èòåëüíèöà áûëà

__________________________________________________________________

î÷åíü íåäîâîëüíà ó÷åíèêîì è çàäàâàëà åìó ñàìûå òðóäíûå âîïðîñû.

__________________________________________________________________

12. Åñëè îí äàë ñëîâî, îí äîñòàòî÷íî ìóæåñòâåíåí, ÷òîáû íå

__________________________________________________________________

îòêàçàòüñÿ îò íåãî.

__________________________________________________________________

TASK 6. Explain what is meant by:

1. His fuse also is rapidy shortening. 2. If you�d married Jack Davis or
some other  of those jokers you�d have had to see the inside of a kitchen. 3.
He shall get married just to be a humilating example to his father. 4. The
expectant mother-in-law! 5. Let�s see if you can ratify it from your extensive
observation of life. 6. I ought to have known that oil and water won�t mix.
7. He wants to take out some more insurance... 8. It runs in the Johns family.
9. ...and was made so much of, it gave her wrong ideas. 10. I was always
afraid she�d have a hard awakening when she married. 11. My husband
was shortsighted, too. He had had to skimp... 12. It�s a kind of spiritual
laxative. But they carry it too far. 13. Being a mother-in-law is almost as
painful as being a mother.

TASK 7. Answer the questions and do the given assignments:

1. Is the fact that both the mothers are residing of any special
importance in causing the above mentioned tense condition? 2. What does
the fact the Gordon takes more pains than his wife to avoid a quarrel
suggest? 3. Do you think a wife should be economical? To what extent? 4.
Why did Gordon feel slighted by Junior�s not having drunk out of his
mother�s cup? 5. What do you think about the upbringing of an only child?
What should be his (her) share in the household chores? 6. Should children
be made to understand what marriage means? To what extent? 7. Should
a husband and wife have similar personalities or not? 8. What makes for a
happy marriage? 9. What brought about the quarrel between Laura and
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Gordon and what did it result in? 10. Was there any implication in Mrs
Sheffield�s words to the effect that �they have such a lot to learn?� 11. What
do you think of Mr Sheffield�s words to the effect that �she�s only young
once. Let her enjoy herself?� 12. Why would their children�s quarrel bring
back old times to their mothers? 13. What is your opinion about a �treaty of
peace between the two mothers� and its effect of their children�s married
life? 14. What did Laura mean when she said her mother was going back
to her? 15. What would you say about Gordon�s motto for married men?

TASK 8.

1. Indicate the features of the writing which denote that this is a play.
Examine and describe its regular characteristics.

2. What are the differences in the general atmosphere among the
different parts of the play? Which stylistic devices does the autour use to
create these differences? Point out details which add a dramatic though
comic flavour to the play. Pay attention to a) epithets, b) smiles, c)
metaphors, d) intensifiers the characters use when speaking about
themselves and about each other.

3. Note the way Laura and Gordon a) speak, b) move, c) look.
Indicate the lexical and syntactical devices used to emphasise the
emotional style of the young people: 1) lexical and syntactical repetition; 2)
length of the period; 3) the use of formal and informal vocabulary; 4) the
forms to address; 5) the intonations (questions, exclamations, disjunctive
questions, unfinished sentences, the interjections and the stresses). Justify
their use.

4. Discuss the examples of irony and sarcasm. How are the effects
achieved? Compare this with the humorous effect and note the difference.

5. Examine the stage directions and find out where the author�s
sympathies lie. How do they help you to visualise the characters? How do
they reveal the emotions, the intentions and differences in the characters�
behaviour?

6. Explain the play on words: �All you can think of is finding fault.� �I
didn�t find fault. I found some good food being wasted.�

7. Pay attention to the use of synonyms, antonyms and the effect of
gradation.

8. Find the examples of half reported speech. What effect is achieved
by its use?

9. Find in the text the allusions and state if these are used effectively.
10. What is your general impression of the play and the way the

incident in the family life is described?

TASK 9. Role-play. Make up and act out dialogues between:
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1) Laura (Gordon) and a friend discussing the events of Thursday
evening.

2) Mrs Jones (Mrs Sheffield) speaking with her husband about the
quarrel and their ingenious plan of making up that quarrel.

PART 3

TASK 1. Give an extensive paraphrase to the conversations
between Laura and Gordon in indirect speech. Try to give out the
gist of the conversation and its emotional character. Avoid using
�He (she) asked� or �He (she) answered.� Consult the list of words
and choose the ones best suited in each case:

1. to observe, to suggest, to declare, to point out, to remark, to reply,
to tell smb in reply, to instruct, to caution, to relate, to add, to hint, to
explain, to address, to inform, to promise, to affirm, to admit, to own, to
advise, to confess, to demand, to claim, to insist, to warn, to retort, to order,
to regret, to forbid, to impress upon, to challenge, to inquire;

2. to shout, to scream, to snap at, to speak sharply;
3. to sneer, to taunt, to mock;
4. to beg, to plead with, to soothe;
5. to whisper, to murmur, to mumble;
6. to wonder, to be interested, to be surprised, to be displeased, to

be angry to disapprove, to be indignant, to be annoyed, to be irritated, to
be resentful, to be furious;

7. in his (her, etc.) opinion;
8. (much) to his (her, etc) surprise, to his (her, etc.) consternation, to

his (her, etc.) dismay; to his (her, etc.) regret, etc.

TASK 2. Write a chatty personal letter to a good friend saying
how life has changed since your sister married a year ago.

TASK 3. Vocabulary exercises.

a) Study the vocabulary and translate the illustrative examples into
Russian.

b) Translate the following sentences into Russian:

1. We avoided riding through large cities on our trip. 2. A man averts
controversy by keeping clear of the subjects that might bring it out. 3. Try
as they would they could not avert their eyes from the disgusting sight. 4.
After a slight inquiry you had better draw no conclusions. 5. To ignore his
greeting was to slight him publicy. 6. The house was fragile raised on a
slight foundation. 7. Her disgust for falsehood was evident. 8. Handling the
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frogs and animals in the laboratory disgusted her at first but then she got
used to it. 9. �It is your kindness that humiliates me even more than your
laughter,� said the boy. 10. The manner of his reception was a humiliation
to Scarlett. 11. The man is too conceited to be likeable. 12. For a moment
the driver was blinded by the glaring headlights of the car that came
round the bend in the road but he turned the wheel in time to avert an
accident. 13. An extravagant man has extravagant tastes and habits. 14.
Note that extravagant laughter, extravagant passion, ambition do not
mean �ýêñòðàâàãàíòíûé� but �áåçóäåðæíûé�, �íåñäåðæàííûé�. 16.
Economy must recover what extravagance has lost.

TASK 4. Give the English equivalent for the following phrases:

à) èçáåãàòü ñòàðûõ äðóçåé, äóðíîé êîìïàíèè, îøèáîê êàêîé-ë.

__________________________________________________________________

ïèùè, ñêàíäàëà, ññîðû, íåïðèÿòíîñòåé,òðóäíîñòåé; èçáåãàòü

__________________________________________________________________

îáðàùàòüñÿ ê êîìó-ë., óïîìèíàòü î ÷åì-ë., åçäèòü êóäà-ë.;

__________________________________________________________________

îòâîäèòü ãëàçà; îòâåñòè âçãëÿä îò ÷åãî-ë.; îòâåðíóòü ëèöî;

__________________________________________________________________

îòâðàòèòü îïàñíîñòü, îòâåñòè óäàð; îòâðàòèòü íåñ÷àñòüå;

__________________________________________________________________

ïðåäîòâðàòèòü âîéíó ïðåäóïðåäèòü íåñ÷àñòíûé ñëó÷àé,

__________________________________________________________________

ïðåäîòâðàòèòü ñïîð, ïðåäîòâðàòèòü ïðîâàë òîíêàÿ ôèãóðêà, õðóïêîå

__________________________________________________________________

ñîîðóæåíèå; òîíåíüêàÿ äåâóøêà; ëåãêàÿ ïðîñòóäà; íåáîëüøîé

__________________________________________________________________

êàøåëü; íåçíà÷èòåëüíîþ ïîâðåæäåíèå; íåáîëüøîé óøèá; ëåãêîå

__________________________________________________________________

ñîìíåíèÿ; íè ìàëåéøåãî ïîäîçðåíèÿ; íå èìåòü íè ìàëåéøåãî

__________________________________________________________________

ïîíÿòèÿ î ÷åì-òî; ìàëåéøèé (ñàìûé ëåãêèé) øóì; ëåãêèé òîë÷îê,

__________________________________________________________________

îòíîñèòüñÿ ê êîìó-ë. ñ íåóâàæåíèåì; ïðåíåáðåãàòü ðàáîòîé;

__________________________________________________________________

íåñåðüåçíî îòíîñèòüñÿ ê çàíÿòèÿì, îòâðàòèòåëüíûé çàïàõ;

__________________________________________________________________
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ñìåðòåëüíîå çðåëèùå; îòâðàòèòåëüíûé âêóñ; âîçìóòèòåëüíîå

__________________________________________________________________

ïîâåäåíèå; èñïûòûâàòü îòâðàùåíèå ê ÷åìó-ë.

__________________________________________________________________

b) îñëåïèòåëüíî ñâåðêàòü íà ñîëíöå; áðîñàòü

__________________________________________________________________

ñâèðåïûå(ñåðäèòûå) âçãëÿäû íà êîãî-ë;ÿðêèé ñâåò

__________________________________________________________________

ëàìïî÷êè;îñëåïèòåëüíûé áëåñê ëüäà; ÿðêèé ñâåò ðåêëàìû;

__________________________________________________________________

âîïèþùàÿ îøèáêà; áðîñàþùèéñÿ â ãëàçà äåôåêò; ñëåïÿùèé

__________________________________________________________________

ñâåò ôàð àâòîìîáèëÿ; ãîðÿùèå îò ãíåâà ãëàçà; ðàñòî÷èòåëüíàÿ

__________________________________________________________________

õîçÿéêà; íåáåðåæëèâàÿ æåíùèíà; ñóìàñáðîäíîå

__________________________________________________________________

(íåñäåðæàííîå) ïîâåäåíèå; íåëåïûé ÿçûê; áåçóäåðæíàÿ

__________________________________________________________________

ñòðàñòü; áåçóäåðæíûé ñìåõ; äèêèå òðåáîâàíèÿ, íåïîìåðíûå

__________________________________________________________________

ïðåòåíçèè; íåëåïûå îáâèíåíèÿ; íåóìåðåííûå ïîõâàëû,

__________________________________________________________________

íåóìåðåííûé âîñòîðã; áåçìåðíîå ÷åñòîëþáèå; íåïîìåðíûå öåíû;

__________________________________________________________________

íåïîìåðíûå ðàñõîäû; õèòðàÿ ïðîäåëêà; õèòðûå æèâîòíûå; ëîâêèé

__________________________________________________________________

ôîêóñ, êîâàðíûé âçãëÿä.

__________________________________________________________________

TASK 5. Paraphrase the following sentences using the
vocabulary:

1. He knew where the danger lay and took care not to go near it. 2.
He said that at all costs the danger must be prevented. 3. She felt she was
disrespected because she was not asked to stay. 4. His having too much
pride in himself is unbearable. 5. The sickening smell caused a strong
feeling of dislike in her. 6. John�s dignity was lowered by the sight. 7. Sir
Peter complained of Lady Teasle�s wastefulness in buying roses in winter.
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8. Harvey said that Paul�s income was not enough to supply Mandeline�s
carelessness in spending money.

PART 4

TASK 1. Answer the following questions. Use the vocabulary:

1. What do you do if you don�t want to have anything to do with a
person? 2. When do you avoid somebody? 3. What do you usually avoid or
try to avoid doing? 4. How do you think one can best avoid making
spelling mistakes, grammar mistakes and mistakes in word usage? 5. How
can one avert a controversy? 6. What do you say of a pain or a headache
that is not at all serious? 7. How would you feel if your hostess paid too little
attention to you? 8. What do you call a very strong feeling of repulsion
caused by a bad smell? 9. What do you call an exaggerated opinion of
oneself? 10. Why doesn�t anybody like people who are full of conceit? 11.
What do you call very bright light? 12. When does one glare at somebody?
13. What do you call a mistake that is quite obvious? 14. What do you call one
who spends money carelessly?

TASK 2. Choose the right word:

slight (be, feel slighted); humiliate (be, feel humiliated); hurt (be, feel
hurt):

1. When the �Old Guard� refused to visit Scarlet in her new luxurious
house she felt... but it didn�t... her. She was too conceited to feel... . What
really ... her badly was Rhett�s sneering remark that he had warned her that
her extravagance and lack of taste would only make things worse and it
would ... her. 2. Scarlett felt and ... when she learned that Ashley would
marry Melanie. 3. Scarlett took pains to show her new Yankee
acquaintances her indifference and dislike for them. She ... them, sneered
at them and they often felt ... and ... not knowing what had brought about
such a change in so pleasant a lady as Mrs Butler.

avert, avoid, evade:

1. The key of the code ... all his efforts. 2. They saw the danger ahead
but could do nothing to ... it. 3. One would admire his exellent qualities, but
... his company. 4. She wouldn�t answer, she walked hurriedly on with ..
face. 5. Please answer the question; do not ... . 6. Each person ... the eyes
of the others.

TASK 3. Review the essential vocabulary and translate the
following sentences into English:



112
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

1. Ñòóäåíòêà ãîâîðèëà ìåäëåííî, ñòàðàÿñü èçáåãàòü äàæå

__________________________________________________________________

íåáîëüøèõ îøèáîê. 2. Áûëî ñîâåðøåííî î÷åâèäíî, ÷òî Ìàðèÿ

__________________________________________________________________

ñòàðàëàñü èçáåãàòü ñòàðûõ äðóçåé. 3. Êàçàëîñü, íè÷òî íå ìîãëî

__________________________________________________________________

ïðåäîòâðàòèòü íàäâèãàþùóþñÿ oïàñíîñòüþ 4. Âðà÷ óâåðÿë Òîììè, ÷òî

__________________________________________________________________

îïåðàöèÿ ïðîøëà áëàãîïîëó÷íî è íå áûëî íè ìàëåéøåãî îñíîâàíèÿ

__________________________________________________________________

äëÿ áåñïîêîéñòâà. 5. Íåðâû Ýéëåí áûëè òàê íàïðÿæåíû, ÷òî

__________________________________________________________________

ìàëåéøèé øóì çàñòàâëÿë åå âçäðàãèâàòü. 6. Ýëèçà ÷óâñòâîâàëà, ÷òî ê

__________________________________________________________________

íåé áûëî ïðîÿâëåíî íåóâàæåíèå � íå âñòðåòèë åå. 7. Âàøå

__________________________________________________________________

íåäîâåðèå îáèæàåò (çàäåâàåò) ìåíÿ, ÿ íå äóìàë, ÷òî âû

__________________________________________________________________

ñîìíåâàåòåñü â ìîåé èñêðåííîñòè. 8. Íèêîìó íå íðàâÿòñÿ ëþäè ñ

__________________________________________________________________

ñàìîìíåíèåì. 9. Îñêîðáëåííûé þíîøà ñâèðåïî ïîñìîòðåë íà ñâîåãî

__________________________________________________________________

îáèä÷èêà. 10. Ýòó ãðóáóþ îøèáêó (áðîñàþùóþñÿ â ãëàçà) íåëüçÿ áûëî

__________________________________________________________________

íå çàìåòèòü. 11. Ãàðâåé æàëîâàëñÿ íà ðàñòî÷èòåëüíîñòü ñâîåé æåíû,

__________________________________________________________________

óïðåêàë åå â òîì, ÷òî îíà òðàòèò äåíüãè íà ïóñòÿêè. 12. Äîðà

__________________________________________________________________

Êîïïåðôèëüä áûëà ðàñòî÷èòåëüíîé õîçÿéêîé, è áåäíîìó Äýâèäó íå

__________________________________________________________________

óäàëîñü îòó÷èòü åå îò ðàñòî÷èòåëüíîñòè. 13. Åå î÷åíü ðàññòðîèëî, ÷òî

__________________________________________________________________

×àðëüç òàê äîâåðÿë Äæîíó, ýòîìó ñàìîíàäåÿííîìó ëîâêà÷ó.

__________________________________________________________________

14. Ìàðèîí çíàëà, ÷òî Ãàððè ïðèëîæèë ìíîãî ñèë, ÷òîáû íàñòðîèòü

__________________________________________________________________
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ìàëü÷èêîâ ïðîòèâ íåå è òàêèì îáðàçîì óíèçèòü è îñêîðáèòü åå.

__________________________________________________________________

TASK 4.

a) Give the Russian equivalents for the following English proverbs (or
translate them into Russian):

1. A good husband makes a good wife.
2. Marry in haste and repent at leisure.

b) Explain in English the meaning of each proverb.

c) Make up a dialogue to illustrate one of the proverbs.

TASK 5. As you read the text look for the answers to the
following questions:

1. Why do some men agree to help with the housework, at least in
theory? 2. Do you think �dirty chores� is a suitable heading for the list of
work that follows? 3. Do you find the additional meanings to the first excuse
accurate? 4. What sort of emotional blackmail do husbands use as an
excuse? 5. Do you think playing ignorant is a good way of avoiding doing jobs
you don�t want to do? 6. Is it possible to let housework wait until you want to
do it as the man implies? 7. What gives you the idea that this man has a
superiority complex? 8. How accurate is the man�s picture of housework?

TASK 6.

a) Draw a family tree for yourself using the vocabulary. Explain the
relationship between your immediate ancestors and any interesting facts
about them.

b) Answer the following questions using the vocabulary:

1. What are the usual steps that precede marriage? 2. Have you ever
witnessed a wedding ceremony? Describe it naming all the participants
and their activities. 3. Under what circumstaces can a family foster a child?
Think of some example. 4. Do you believe house chores should be
distributed among the members of a family? 5. What would you take into
consideration while distributing house chores in your family? 6. What do
you like to do about the house and what do you dislike? 7. What would you
do if your husband/wife came home from work tired and irritated? 8. If you
feel ill-treated or hurt by your husband/wife do you think you should have
the matter out at once or would you wait till you cooled down?

TASK 7. Role-play. Pair work. Read the quotations given
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below and agree or disagree with them. Your opinion should be
followed by some appropriate comment where possible.

1. �Love is just like the measles; we all have to go through it.�
(Jerome K. Jerome)

2. �A good marriage would be between a blind wife and a deaf
husband.� (Montaigne)

3. �All happy families resemble one another, each unhappy family is
unhappy in their own way.� (Leo Tolstoy)

4. �Man for the field and woman for the hearth;
    Man for the sword and for the needle she;
    Man with the head and woman with the heart;
    Man to common and woman to obey.
    All else confusion.� (Lord Tennyson)
5. �Home is the girl�s prison and the woman�s workhouse.� (G.B.Shaw)
6. �Marriage is like life in this � that it is a field of battle, and not a

bed of roses.� (R.L.Stevenson)
TASK 8. Role play. Work in groups of three or four. Decide

which of the following statements you agree with and which
statements you disagree with. Discuss these with the other
members of your group. Be ready to report your discussion to
other groups.

1. You should always ask your parents for permission to marry.
2. Children should only leave home after they have married.
3. You should always be ready to help a member of the family.
4. The members of a family should live in the same area so that it is

easy for them to visit each other.
5. Old people should be encouraged to stay in old people�s homes

rather than with the family.
6. Family life is less important in the modern world than it was in the

past.
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