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ÓÐÎÊ 1            LESSON 1

The Present Conditional Tense

A) The Present Conditional Tense is formed with would/should +
infinitive for the first person and would + infinitive for the other persons.

Affirmative I would/I�d work or I should work
you would/you�d work, etc.

Negative I would not/wouldn�t work or
I should not/shouldn�t work
you would not/wouldn�t work, etc.

Interrogative would/should I work?
would you work?, etc.

Negative interrogative should I not/shouldn�t I work?
would you not/wouldn�t you work?,
etc.

Â) The Present Conditional Tense is used:
(a) In conditional sentences.
(b) In special uses of would and should.
(c) As a past equivalent of the Future Simple, would/should must

be used instead of will/shall when the main verb of the sentence is in the
Past Tense:

I hope (that) I will/shall succeed.
I hoped (that) I would/should succeed.
I know (that) he will be in time.
I knew (that) he would be in time.
He thinks (that) they will give him a visa.
He thought (that) they would give him a visa.
I expect (that) the plane will be diverted.
I expected (that) the plane would be diverted.

The Perfect Conditional Tense

A) The Perfect Conditional Tense is formed with would/should and
the Perfect Infinitive:

Affirmative I would/should have worked;
you  would have worked, etc.

Negative I would not/should not have
worked, etc.
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Interrogative would/should I have worked?, etc.
Negative interrogative should I not have/shouldn�t

I have worked?
would you not have/wouldn�t you
have worked?, etc.

Â) The Perfect Conditional Tense is used:
(a) In conditional sentences.
(b) In special uses of would and should.
(c) As a past equivalent of the Future Perfect Tense:
I hope he will have finished before we get back.
I hoped he would have finished before we got back.

Conditional Sentences

Conditional sentences have two parts: the if-clause and the main
clause. In the sentence If it rains I shall stay at home �If it rains� is the if-
clause, and �I shall stay at home � is the main clause.

There are three kinds of conditional sentences.

Type 1

A) The verb in the if-clause is in the Present Tense; the verb in the
main clause is in the Future Simple. It doesn�t matter which comes first.

If he runs he�II get there in time.
The cat will scratch you if you pull its tail.
This type of sentence implies that the action in the if-clause is quite

probable.
Note that the meaning here is present or future, but the verb in the

if-clause is in a present, not a future tense (if + will/would is only possible
with certain special meanings).

B) Possible variations of the basic form.
1. Variations of the main clause
Instead of if + Present + Future, we may have:
(a) if + Present + may/might (possibility)
If the fog gets thicker the plane may/might be diverted. (Perhaps the

plane will be diverted.)
(b) If + Present + may (permission) or can (permission or ability)
If your documents are in order you may/can leave at once.

(permission)
If it stops snowing we can go out. (permission or ability)
(c) if + Present + must, should or any expression of command,

request or advice
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If you want to lose weight you must/should eat less bread.
If you want to lose weight you�d better eat less bread.
If you want to lose weight, eat less bread.
If you see Tom tomorrow could you ask him to ring me?
(d) if + Present + another Present Tense
if + two Present Tenses is used to express automatic or habitual

results:
If you heat ice it turns to water.
If there is a shortage of any product prices of that product go up.
(e) When if is used to mean as/since, a variety of tenses can be

used in the main clause.
Ann hates London.
If she hates it why does she live there? / She ought to move out.
(If so could replace: If she hates it here.)
2. Variations of the if-clause.
Instead of if + Present Tense we can have:
(a) if + Present Continuous, to indicate a present action or a

future arrangement.
If you�re waiting for a bus (present action) you�d better join the queue.
If you are looking for Peter (present action) you�ll find him upstairs.
If you are staying for another night (future arrangement) I�ll ask the

manager to give you a better room.

(b) if + Present Perfect
If you have finished dinner I�ll ask the waiter for the bill.
If they haven�t seen the museum we�d better go there today.

Exercises

Exercise 1. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form.
Model
I�ll look for your notebook and if I find (find) it I will give (give) you a

ring.

1. If you __________ (smoke) in a non-smoking compartment the other
passengers __________ (object).

2. I�ll wash the glasses in this nice hot water. - No, don�t. If you
__________ (put) them into very hot water they __________ (crack).

3. If you __________ (see) Tom tell him I have a message for him.
4. If he __________ (win) he __________ (get) £1,000; if he __________

(come) in second he __________ (get) £500.
5. If you __________ (feel) too hot during the night turn down the

central heating.
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6. Tom: Jack is a translator; he translates 1,000 words a day and gets
£100 a week, which he says isn�t enough to live on.

   Bill: Well, if he __________ (want) more money he __________ (have)
to do more work. Advise him to translate 2,000 words a day.

7. If you __________ (finish) with your dictionary I�d like to borrow it.
8. Jack (in canoe): Watch me! I�m going to stand up!
   Tom (on the bank): He�s an idiot! If he __________ (stand) up in the

canoe it __________ (capsize).
9. The lift wasn�t working when I was here last time. If it still __________

(not work) we __________ (have) to use the stairs.
10. l shan�t wake if the alarm clock __________ (not go) off.
11. If you�d like some ice I __________ (get) some from the fridge.
12. He�s only sixteen but he wants to leave school at the end of the

term. If he __________ (leave) now he __________ (be) sorry afterwards.
13. I expect it will freeze tonight. If it __________ (freeze) tonight the

roads __________ (be) very slippery tomorrow.
14. That book is overdue. If you __________ (not take) it back to the

library tomorrow you __________ (have) to pay a fine.
15. You�d better take the day off if you __________ (not feel) well

tomorrow.
16. If you __________ (like) a job in this company, I�ll get you one.
17. You can use my phone if yours __________ (not work).
18. If you __________ (not know) the meaning of a word you may use

a dictionary.
19. If Jack __________ (refuse) to help we�ll have to manage without

him.
20. If Jack __________ (not help) we�ll have to manage without him.
21. (Tom is putting his coat on). Ann: If you __________ (go) out would

you buy me some cigarettes?
22. The police will test the knife for fingerprints. If your fingerprints

are on it you __________ (be) charged with murder.
23. Tom: I hate my job.
      Peter: If you __________ (hate) it why you __________ (not change)

it?
24. You can ask for a continental breakfast if you __________ (not

want) a full breakfast.
25. If you __________ (hear) from Tom could you please let me know?
26. I�m not expecting any messages, but if someone __________ (ring)

while I am out could you say that I�ll be back by 6.00?
27. Notice in a box of chocolates: Every care has been taken with

preparation and packing, but if these chocolates __________ (reach) you in
a damaged condition please return them to us and we will send you
another box.
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28. If you __________ (care) to see some of his drawings I __________
(send) them round to your office.

Exercise 2. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tenses.
Model
If I (see) see him I (give) will give him a lift.

___________________________________________________________

1. The table will collapse if you (stand) up.
___________________________________________________________

2. She�ll be absolutely furious if she (hear) about this.
___________________________________________________________

3. What will happen if my parachute (not open)?
___________________________________________________________

4. If you (not go) away I�ll send for the police.
___________________________________________________________

5. If he (be late) we�ll go without him.
___________________________________________________________

6. Someone (steal) your car if you leave it unlocked.
___________________________________________________________

7. If Andrew (eat) all that he will be ill.
___________________________________________________________

8. If Sue (read) in bad light she will ruin her eyes.
___________________________________________________________

9. I�ll be angry if you (make) any mistakes.
___________________________________________________________

10. If he (wash) my car I�ll give him 5 dollars.
___________________________________________________________

11. If you (not believe) what I say, ask your Dad.
___________________________________________________________

12. Ice (turn) to water if you heat it.
___________________________________________________________

13. If you will kindly sit down I (make) enquiries for you.
___________________________________________________________

14. If I tell you a secret you (promise) not to tell it to anyone else?
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 3. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tenses.
Model
If he (like) likes the house will he buy it?

___________________________________________________________
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1. Tell him to ring me up if you (see) him.
___________________________________________________________

2. If you have any questions please (ask) the porter.
___________________________________________________________

3. If the house (burn) down we can claim compensation.
___________________________________________________________

4. She won�t open the door if she (know) who it is.
___________________________________________________________

5. If you put on the kettle I (make) the tea.
___________________________________________________________

6. If you give my dog a bone he (eat) it at once.
___________________________________________________________

7. If I lend you £100 when you (repay) me?
___________________________________________________________

8. If he (work) hard today can he have a holiday tomorrow?
___________________________________________________________

9. If we leave the car here it (not be) in anybody�s way.
___________________________________________________________

10. If you (not like) this one I�ll bring you another.
___________________________________________________________

11. If I find your driving licence I (phone) you at once.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 4. Finish the sentences.
Model
If you are late you may miss the train.

___________________________________________________________

1. If they don�t understand that rule�
___________________________________________________________

2. If you are in a hurry�
___________________________________________________________

3. If she is furious�
___________________________________________________________

4. If you are hungry�
___________________________________________________________

5. If you are ill�
___________________________________________________________

6. If he doesn�t know English�
___________________________________________________________

7. If we don�t understand him�
___________________________________________________________
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8. If I have done the work�
___________________________________________________________

9. If you are looking for�
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 5.
Ann and Celia are writers for television. They are discussing how to

continue a �soap opera� (a story which goes on week after week).
Underline the correct choices in the dialogue below.

Sometimes both choices are correct.

CELIA: The problem is, if/� Margaret will marry/marries Henry, if/� our
viewers don�t/won�t like it.

ANN: Why not?
CELIA: Well, Henry�s so lazy. As I see it, if/� a person is/will be energetic,

like Margaret, if/� she isn�t/won�t be the right kind of person for
someone like Henry.

ANN: Maybe you�re right. But often if/� people are/will be attracted to
each other if/� they are/will be different from each other.

CELIA: OK. I�ve got an idea: if/� people always get/will always get
interested if/� there is/will be some character they really dislike.
Right? So let�s make Henry really unpleasant. Then if/� it looks/will
look as if Margaret is going to marry Henry, if/� people feel/will
feel sorry for her. And of course, if/� everyone is/will be happy if/�
we save/�ll save her from Henry at the last moment.

Exercise 6. Put in the missing verb forms.
An Urgent Case

The family party was in full swing when the
phone rang. Dr Craig answered it. He listened
carefully for a moment, then said, �I�ll come right
away.� �Do you have to go out?� his wife asked. �If it
(be) is .......... an urgent case, I have to go,� Dr
Craig answered. �If I (be) ........................ late,
please don�t wait up for me.� Dr Craig drove into the
night. �If I don�t hurry,� he thought, �I (might)
........................ too late.� The thought made him drive
faster. After driving for an hour, he arrived at a
house. All the lights were on. �If all the family is up,�
the doctor thought, �the situation (must) .......................
serious.� A woman opened the front door
immediately. �Thank God you�ve come, doctor,� she
cried. �It�s my daughter.� A sleepy child of about six
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appeared in a nightdress. �I told her,� the mother said, �(go) ........................
to bed, or I�ll fetch the doctor.� �See,� she shouted at the child. �I�ve done it.
Here�s the doctor!�

Exercise 7. Respond to these statements according to the
model.

Model
If the weather is fine, we�ll go for a walk.
But what�ll you do if the weather isn�t fine?

1. If they invite me to go out, I�ll join them.
___________________________________________________________

2. If Tom returns early tonight, we�ll be able to discuss the problem.
___________________________________________________________

3. If she stays in the library, she�ll look through the latest magazines.
___________________________________________________________

4. If the weather is fine, they�ll be able to go there by plane.
___________________________________________________________

5. If he isn�t very busy, he�ll show you around the town.
___________________________________________________________

6. If he sees Max, he�ll tell him about the plan.
___________________________________________________________

7. I won�t have to stay there for another week if I settle the matter.
___________________________________________________________

SUMMARY

We can use all Present Tenses after if, not just the Simple Present,
for example:

If she finishes work early, she will go home. (if + Simple Present +
will)

If she has finished work by 4 o�clock, she will go home. (if + Present
Perfect + will)

We use Type 1 conditionals to describe what will  or won�t
(probably) happen:

If the weather clears, we�ll go for a walk. (Not �If the weather will clear�)
When we use will in the main clause, we are expressing certainty or

near-certainty. If we do not feel �certain� enough to use will, we can use
another modal to say what is possible, necessary or desirable, for example:

If it�s fine tomorrow, we may go for a swim. (it�s possible)
If it�s fine tomorrow, we must go for a swim. (it�s necessary or desirable

to do this)
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Exercise 8. Translate the sentences.
1. Åñëè ó ìåíÿ áóäåò âðåìÿ âå÷åðîì, òî ÿ çàêîí÷ó ïåðåâîä,

êîòîðûé ñåé÷àñ äåëàþ.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

2. Åñëè Ýíäðþ âûáåðóò â ôóòáîëüíóþ êîìàíäó, îí áóäåò
õâàñòàòü îá ýòîì âñþ íåäåëþ.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

3. Åñëè â ñëåäóþùèå âûõîäíûå áóäåò äîæäü, òî ìû íå ñìîæåì
îòïðàâèòüñÿ íà ïèêíèê.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

4. Åñëè îíà íå ñìîæåò çàêîí÷èòü ðàáîòó â ýòîò âûõîäíîé, îíà
ïîïûòàåòñÿ äîäåëàòü åå íà íåäåëå. (to get it done)

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

5. Åñëè Àëåêñó çàâòðà áóäåò íåçäîðîâèòüñÿ, åìó ïðèäåòñÿ
îñòàòüñÿ äîìà.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

6. Åñëè Áðàóíû íå ñìîãóò ïîåõàòü â ñëåäóþùåì ìåñÿöå, îíè
ìîãóò ïîåõàòü íà ìåñÿö ïîçæå.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

7. Åñëè ìîè äðóçüÿ óæå ïðîæäàëè áîëåå ÷àñà, îíè äîëæíî áûòü
ïîòåðÿëè òåðïåíèå.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

8. Åñëè Äýâèä òîëüêî ÷òî ïðèáûë, âîçìîæíî, îí åùå íå ñëûøàë
íîâîñòåé.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

9. Åñëè ó ìåíÿ áóäåò ëèøíèé áèëåòèê, ÿ cìîãó âçÿòü âàñ ñ
ñîáîé íà êîíöåðò.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

10. Åñëè ñòóäåíòû ïîíèìàþò çàäà÷ó, îíè ñìîãóò íàéòè ðåøåíèå.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

11. Åñëè Àííà ìîæåò ïå÷àòàòü, îíà ìîæåò ðàáîòàòü íà
êîìïüþòåðå.

___________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________
12. Åñëè ïîãîäà áóäåò ñîëíå÷íîé, ìû íå îñòàíåìñÿ äîìà.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

13. Åñëè âû ìîæåòå èãðàòü íà ãèòàðå, òî âû ìîãëè áû ïîìî÷ü
ìíå ñ ïðîâåäåíèåì êîíöåðòà.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

14. Åñëè ó íèõ èìååòñÿ íåîáõîäèìàÿ êâàëèôèêàöèÿ, îíè ìîãëè
áû ïðåòåíäîâàòü íà ëó÷øóþ ðàáîòó.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

15. Åñëè Àíòîí íå âîçüìåò ñâîè ñëîâà, êîòîðûå îí ñêàçàë ìíå
óòðîì, îáðàòíî, ÿ íå ñîáèðàþñü ðàçãîâàðèâàòü ñ íèì.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

16. Åñëè äîæäü çàêîí÷èòñÿ, ìû ïîéäåì íà ïðîãóëêó.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

17. ×òî òû áóäåøü äåëàòü, åñëè ñòîëêíåøüñÿ ñ ãðàáèòåëåì?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

18. Åñëè îíà íåïëîõîé ÷åëîâåê, òî ìû ïðèãëàñèì åå íà
âå÷åðèíêó.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

19. Åñëè ýòîò äîì ïîñòðîåí òâîèì äåäóøêîé, äîëæíî áûòü îí
î÷åíü ñòàðûé.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

20. Åñëè òû óñëûøàë íîâîñòè, òî òû çíàåøü âñå îá ýòîì.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

21. Åñëè êòî-ëèáî ïîëüçóåòñÿ êîìïüþòåðîì â äàííûé ìîìåíò, âû
óçíàåòå îá ýòîì.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

22. Åñëè âû äóìàåòå, ÷òî êòî-òî âàñ ïðåñëåäóåò, âàì ëó÷øå
ïîçâîíèòü â ïîëèöèþ.

__________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

23. Åñëè îíè ñòðîÿò íîâóþ êîëüöåâóþ äîðîãó âîêðóã ãîðîäà, òî
âñêîðå ó íàñ áóäåò âåëèêîëåïíûé øàíñ äîáèðàòüñÿ äî ðàáîòû ðàíüøå.
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

24. Åñëè ñèòóàöèÿ ñåðüåçíàÿ, ÷òî-òî íóæíî äåëàòü.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

25. Åñëè Ñàðà âåäåò ìàøèíó ñåé÷àñ ñëèøêîì áûñòðî, ïîëèöèÿ
àðåñòóåò íàñ.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

26. Åñëè âû íå ïîìíèòå íàçâàíèå îòåëÿ, ïîñìîòðèòå â
òåëåôîííîì ñïðàâî÷íèêå.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

27. Åñëè 10 ÷åëîâåê ïðåòåíäóþò íà ýòó ðàáîòó, îäèí èç íèõ
ïîäîéäåò.

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

28. Åñëè ó Äæóëèè äâå ñåñòðû, îíè äîëæíî áûòü ñòàðøå, ÷åì îíà.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

29. Åñëè ÿ íå äîçâîíþñü Äæèë, îñòàâüòå äëÿ íåå ñîîáùåíèå.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

30. Åñëè ÿ íå ìîãó ýòî åñòü, íå çàñòàâëÿéòå ìåíÿ ýòî äåëàòü.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

ÓÐÎÊ 2   LESSON 2

Conditional Sentences
Type 2

A) The verb in the if-clause is in the Past Tense; the verb in the
main clause is in the Conditional Tense:

If I had a map I would lend it to you.
(But I haven�t a map. The meaning here is present.)
If someone tried to blackmail me I would tell the police.
(But I don�t expect that anyone will try to blackmail me. The meaning

here is future.)
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There is no difference in time between the first and second types of
conditional sentence. Type 2, like type 1, refers to the Present or, Future,
and the Past Tense in the if-clause is not a true past but a subjunctive,
which indicates unreality (as in the first example above) or improbability (as
in the second example above).

B) Type 2 is used:
1. When the supposition is contrary to known facts:
If I lived near my office I�d be in time for work. (But I don�t live near my

office.)
If I were you I�d plant some trees round the house. (But I am not you.)
2. When we don�t expect the action in the if-clause to take place:
If a burglar came into my room at night I�d scream.
(But I don�t expect a burglar to come in.)
If I dyed my hair blue everyone would laugh at me.
(But I don�t intend to dye it.)
Some if-clauses can have either of the above meanings:
If he left his bicycle outside someone would steal it.
�If he left his bicycle� could imply �but he doesn�t� (present meaning, as

in 1 above) or �but he doesn�t intend to� (future meaning, as in 2). But the
correct meaning is usually clear from the text.

Ambiguity of this kind can be avoided by using were/was +
infinitive instead of the Past Tense in type 2.

if he/she/it were can be used instead of if he/ she/ it was and is
considered the more correct form:

If he were to resign... = If he were resigned...
If I were to succeed... = If I succeeded...
This construction with were is chiefly found in fairly formal sentences.
if he/she/it was + infinitive is possible in colloquial English, but the

Past Tense is much more usual.
3. Sometimes, rather confusingly, type 2 can be used as an

alternative to type 1 for perfectly possible plans and suggestions:
Will Mary be in time if she gets the ten o�clock bus?
- No, but she�d be in time if she got the nine-thirty bus or
- No, but she�ll be in time if she gets the nine-thirty bus.
We�ll never save £100! - If we each saved £10 a week we�d do it in ten

weeks or
- If we each save £10 a week we�ll do it in ten weeks.
A suggestion in type 2 is a little more polite than a suggestion in type

1, just as would you is a more polite request form than will you.
C) Possible variations of the basic form.
1. Variations of the main clause.
(a) might or could may be used instead of would:
If you tried again you would succeed. (certain result)
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If you tried again you might succeed. (possible result)
If I knew her number I could ring her up. (ability)
If he had a permit he could get a job. (ability or permission)
(b) The Continuous Conditional Form may be used instead of the

Simple Conditional Form:
- Peter is on holiday; he is touring Italy.
- If I were on holiday I would/might be touring Italy too.
(c) if + Past Tense can be followed by another Past Tense when

we wish to express automatic or habitual reactions in the past.
If anyone interrupted him he got angry. (whenever anyone

interrupted him)
If there was a scarcity of anything prices of that thing went up.
(d) When if is used to mean �as� or �since�, a variety of tenses is

possible in the main clause, if + Past Tense here has a past meaning. The
sentence is not a true conditional.

The pills made him dizzy. All the same he bought/has bought/is
buying some more. - If they made him dizzy why did he buy/has he bought/
is he buying more?

I knew she was short of money. - If you knew she was short of money
you should have lent her some./Why didn�t you lend her some?

2. Variations of the if-clause
Instead of if + Simple Past we can have:
(a) if + Past Continuous
(We�re going by air and) I hate flying. If we were going by boat I�d feel

much happier.
If my car was working I would/could drive you to the station.
(b) if + Past Perfect
If he had taken my advice he would be a rich man now.
(This is a mixture of types 2 and 3.)

If and In Case

A. In case is followed by a Present or Past Tense or by should. It
appears similar to if and is often confused with it. But the two are
completely different.

An in case clause gives a reason for the action in the main clause:
Some cyclists carry repair outfits in case they have a puncture =
Some cyclists carry repair outfits because they may have/because it is

possible they will have a puncture.
I always slept by the phone in case he rang during the night =
I always slept by the phone because (I knew) he might ring during the

night.
An in case clause can be dropped without changing the meaning
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of the main clause. In a conditional sentence, however, the action in the
main clause depends on the action in the if-clause, and if the if-clause is
dropped the meaning of the main clause changes. Compare:

(a) BILL: I�ll come tomorrow in case Ann wants me
and
(b) TOM: I�ll come tomorrow if Ann wants me.
In (a) perhaps Ann will want Bill, perhaps she won�t. But Bill will come

anyway. His action doesn�t depend on Ann�s, in case Ann wants me could
be omitted without changing the meaning of the main verb. In (b), a
conditional sentence, Tom will only come if Ann asks him. His action
depends on hers. We cannot remove if Ann wants me without changing
the meaning of the main verb.

Exercises

Exercise 1. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tenses.
Model
If I had a typewriter I (type) would type it myself.

___________________________________________________________

1. If I (know) his address I�d give it to you.
___________________________________________________________

2. He (look) a lot better if he shaved more often.
___________________________________________________________

3. If you (play) for lower stakes you wouldn�t lose so much.
___________________________________________________________

4. If he worked more slowly he (not make) so many mistakes.
___________________________________________________________

5. I shouldn�t drink that wine if I (be) you.
___________________________________________________________

6. More tourists would come to this country if it (have) a better
climate.
___________________________________________________________

7. If I were sent to prison you (visit) me?
___________________________________________________________

8. If someone (give) you a helicopter what would you do with it?
___________________________________________________________

9. I (buy) shares in that company if I had some money.
___________________________________________________________

10. If he (clean) his windscreen he�d be able to see where he was
going.
___________________________________________________________
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11. If you drove your car into the river you (be able) to get out?
___________________________________________________________

12. If you (not belong) to a union you couldn�t get a job.
___________________________________________________________

13. If I (win) a big prize in a lottery I�d give up my job.
___________________________________________________________

14. What you (do) if you found a burglar in your house?
___________________________________________________________

15. I could tell you what this means if I (know) Greek.
___________________________________________________________

16. If everybody (give) us £1 we would have enough.
___________________________________________________________

17. He might get fat if he (stop) smoking.
___________________________________________________________

19. If he knew that it was dangerous he (not come).
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 2. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tenses.
Model
If I knew the answer I (tell) it to you. = If I knew the answer I would

tell it to you.

1. Tom: I woke up to find the room full of smoke; but I knew exactly
what to do.
___________________________________________________________
Ann: If I (wake) up to find the room full of smoke I (have) no idea
what to do.
___________________________________________________________

2. Ann: I couldn�t live without Tom. If he (go) off with another girl I
(pine) away and die. But I have complete confidence in Tom.
___________________________________________________________

3. Husband: But I�m not going on a diet. Why should I go on a diet?
Wife: If you (go) on a diet you (lose) weight.
___________________________________________________________

4. If someone (say), �I�ll give you £500 to go into court and swear
that this statement is true,� what you (do)?
___________________________________________________________

5. If we (work) all night we (finish) in time; but we have no intention
of working all night.
___________________________________________________________

6. You must never blow out a gas light. Do you know what
(happen) if you (blow) out a gas light?
___________________________________________________________
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7. If I (see) a tiger walking across Hyde Park I (climb) a tree.
___________________________________________________________
- That (not be) any use. The tiger (climb) after you.
___________________________________________________________

8. If I (come) across two men fighting with knives I (call) the police.
- But this is a very peaceful area.
___________________________________________________________

9. Ann: All your clothes are years out of date. Why don�t you throw
them away?
Mary: Don�t be ridiculous! If I (throw) my clothes away I (have) to
ask my husband for £1,000 to buy new ones.
___________________________________________________________

10. Ann: If you (ask) him for £1,000 what he (say)?
___________________________________________________________

11. Mary: He (be) too horrified to speak at first. But when he�d
recovered from the shock, he probably (start) talking about a
divorce.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

12. If someone (ring) my doorbell at 3 a.m. I (be) very unwilling to
open the door.
___________________________________________________________

13. If I (see) a python in Piccadilly I (assume) it had escaped from a
circus.
___________________________________________________________

14. Tom: The plane was on fire so we baled out.
Ann: I don�t think I (have) the nerve to do that even if the plane
(be) on fire.
___________________________________________________________

15. We train the children to file out of the classroom quietly, because
if a whole class (rush) at the door someone (get) hurt.
___________________________________________________________

16. � Why don�t you buy a season ticket?
� Because I lose everything. If I (buy) a season ticket I (lose) it.
___________________________________________________________

17. Why don�t you bring your car to work? If I (have) a car I (bring) it
to work.
___________________________________________________________

18. Jack: They get £150 a week.
Tom: They can�t get £150 a week. If they (do) they (not be)
striking for £120.
___________________________________________________________

19. Ann: George is fourteen.
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Tom: He must be older than that. He�s in a full-time job. If he (be)
only fourteen he still (be) at school.
__________________________________________________________________

20. If I (have) heaps of money I (drink) champagne with every meal.
___________________________________________________________

21. If you (drink) champagne with every meal you soon (get) tired of
it.
___________________________________________________________

22. Prime Minister on golf course: I�m not at all worried about the
situation. If I (be) worried I not (play) golf at this moment.
___________________________________________________________

23. But I don�t want to buy an elephant!
      � I know that. But where you (go) if you (want) to buy one?

___________________________________________________________
24. Why don�t you get a cat? If you (keep) a cat the mice (not run)

about everywhere.
___________________________________________________________

25. What time of year do you think it is in this picture? Summer?
� No, it must be winter. If it (be) summer the people (not sit)
round that big fire.
___________________________________________________________

26. Your notes are almost illegible. Why don�t you type them? If you
(type) them they (be) a lot easier to read.
___________________________________________________________

27. If only we (have) a light! It�s depressing waiting in darkness!
___________________________________________________________

28. A university degree is a useful thing. If I (have) a university
degree I now (sit) in a comfortable office instead of standing at a
street corner selling newspapers.
___________________________________________________________

29. I (be) very grateful if you kindly (sign) this document and let me
have it back as soon as possible.
___________________________________________________________

30. If the earth suddenly (stop) spinning we all (fly) off it.
___________________________________________________________

31. We didn�t exactly break down. We had a puncture.
� But if it (be) only a puncture why you (not change) the wheel
and come on?
___________________________________________________________

32. I have no particular desire to win the Football Pools. If I (win) an
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enormous sum everybody (write) to me asking for money.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 3. Rewrite these sentences, using an �if
construction�.

Model
He smokes too much; perhaps that�s why he can�t get rid of his cough.
If he didn�t smoke so much he might get rid of his cough
or
If he smoked less he might (be able to) get rid of his cough.

1. She is very shy; that�s why she doesn�t enjoy parties.
___________________________________________________________

2. He doesn�t take any exercise; that�s why he is so unhealthy.
___________________________________________________________

3. I haven�t the right change so we can�t get tickets from the
machine.
___________________________________________________________

4. They speak French to her, not English, so her English doesn�t
improve.
___________________________________________________________

5. He doesn�t work overtime, so he doesn�t earn as much as I do.
___________________________________________________________

6. My number isn�t in the directory so people don�t ring me up.
___________________________________________________________

7. The police are not armed so we don�t have gun battles in the
streets.
___________________________________________________________

8. The shops don�t deliver now, which makes life difficult.
___________________________________________________________

9. He�s very thin; perhaps that�s why he feels the cold so much.
___________________________________________________________

10. We haven�t any matches so we can�t light a fire.
___________________________________________________________

11. It�s a pity we haven�t a steak to cook over our camp fire.
___________________________________________________________

12. I�m fat; that�s why I can�t get through the bathroom window.
___________________________________________________________

13. He doesn�t help me possibly because I never ask him for help.
___________________________________________________________

14. I can�t drive so we can�t take the car.
___________________________________________________________

15. We have no ladder so we can�t get over the wall.



24
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

___________________________________________________________
16. My friend advised me to sell it. (My friend said, �If I... you I...�)

___________________________________________________________
17. I haven�t much time so I read very little.

___________________________________________________________
18. They don�t clean the windows so the rooms look rather dark.

___________________________________________________________
19. He never polishes his shoes, so he never looks smart.

___________________________________________________________
20. He doesn�t pay his staff properly; perhaps that�s why they don�t

work well.
___________________________________________________________

21. We haven�t got central heating, so the house is rather cold.
___________________________________________________________

22. He spends hours watching television; that�s why he never has time
to do odd jobs in the house.
___________________________________________________________

23. I haven�t got a vacuum cleaner; that�s why I�m so slow.
___________________________________________________________

24. I don�t know his address, so I can�t write to him.
___________________________________________________________

25. He never shaves; that�s the only reason he looks unattractive.
___________________________________________________________

26. You work too fast; that�s why you make so many mistakes.
___________________________________________________________

27. I can�t park near my office; that�s why I don�t come by car.
___________________________________________________________

28. I live a long way from the centre; that�s why I am always late for
work.
___________________________________________________________

29. I haven�t a map so I can�t direct you.
___________________________________________________________

30. People drive very fast. That�s why there are so many accidents.
___________________________________________________________

31. English people speak very quickly. Perhaps that�s why I can�t
understand them.
___________________________________________________________

32. My house is guarded by two Alsatian dogs. That�s the only reason
it isn�t broken into every night.
___________________________________________________________

33. The flats are not clearly numbered, so it is very difficult to find
anyone.
___________________________________________________________
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34. You don�t wipe your feet, so you make muddy marks all over the
floor.
___________________________________________________________

35. I live near my office, so I don�t spend much time travelling to
work.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 4. What is the difference between the first and
second conditional?

Here is a list of future possibilities.
Which do you think are:
a. possible?
b. possible in theory but probably won�t happen?
_ rain at the weekend
_ you win a lot of money
_ you are president/leader of your country
_ you have nothing to do tonight
_ your neighbours make a lot of noise this evening
_ you lose your job
_ you have a winter holiday
_ you have three wishes
Make sentences about these possibilities using either the first or

second conditional.

Model
If it rains this weekend, I�II stay at home. I won�t be able to play tennis.
If won a lot of money, I�d travel round the world. I wouldn�t have to go

to work.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 5. Pairwork.
Student A. You are going on holiday. Tell Student B your holiday

itinerary and what you hope to do.
Student B. You can only see the problems!
Make up a dialogue like this:
Model
A: We�re going on a camping holiday this year to Scotland.
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B: But the weather�s awful in Scotland! What will you do if it rains?
A: We�ll...
A: We hope to do some mountain climbing.
B: I tried that once. It�s very dangerous. What would you do if you fell

and hurt yourself?
A: Well, I�d...

Exercise 6. Discussion.
What would you do in the following situations? Say why.

1. If you were offered two jobs, one which was interesting but badly
paid, and one which was boring but well paid, which one would
you accept?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

2. If you won £5,000, would you give any of it away?
How much of it would you spend and how much would you save?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

3. If you found a wallet in the street with £1,000 in it, and the name
(but not the address) of the person who had lost it, what would
you do?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

4. If you had a son or daughter who wanted to marry someone of a
different nationality, colour or religion, what would you do?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

5. What would you do if you saw someone shoplifting, for example,
stealing food from a supermarket?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

6. If you saw a fight in the street what would you do?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

7. If you came home and found someone burgling your house, what
would you do?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 7. Read these sentences.
(a) If the water is warm, I shall go for a swim.
(b) If the water were warm, I should go for a swim.
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Now rewrite these sentences to show unfulfilled conditions.
1. If the water continues to rise, these fields will be under water.

___________________________________________________________
2. If she throws the bottle into the sea, it may be carried to the Dutch

coast.
___________________________________________________________

3. If a fire breaks out, this extinguisher will be useful.
___________________________________________________________

4. If they give me the tickets on the �Pay-after-you-go� plan, I shall
have a holiday in France.
___________________________________________________________

5. If the restrictions on electricity are extended, we shall have to use
oil lamps.
___________________________________________________________

6. If we plant quick-growing trees here, our neighbours won�t be
able to see into our garden.
___________________________________________________________

7. If the bus-drivers go on strike, oilier workers will find it difficult to
get to work.
___________________________________________________________

8. Those eggs are bad. If you eat them, you�ll be ill.
___________________________________________________________

9. If you have the scissors sharpened, they will cut better.
___________________________________________________________

10. If you know the correct answers to all these questions, you will
soon be able to speak and write good English.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 8. Supply the correct verb forms in these sentences.
Infinitive forms are given in brackets.

Model
If you (go) go to England by air, you will soon be there.
If I (be) was (or were) rich, I would buy a car.

1. What would you do if you (meet) a lion?
___________________________________________________________

2. If you (leave) at two o�clock, you will be there before dark.
___________________________________________________________

3. If you (leave) at two o�clock, you would be there before dark.
___________________________________________________________

4. Would you say �Yes� if he (ask) you to go with him?
___________________________________________________________

5. If you (drop) this glass, it will break.
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___________________________________________________________
6. If you (listen) to me carefully, you would understand better.

___________________________________________________________
7. You could do it if you (try).

___________________________________________________________
8. I�ll come if I (have) time.

___________________________________________________________
9. If school (begin) at seven o�clock, the children would have to get

up early.
___________________________________________________________

10. If you (comb) your hair, it will look better.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 9. Put the verb into the correct form.
Model
They would be rather offended if I ... didn�t go ... to see them. (not/

go)
If you took more exercise, you...would feel ... better. (feel)
1. If I was offered the job, I think I ............................................... it. (take)
2. I�m sure Amy will lend you the money. I�d be very surprised if she

............................... (refuse)
3. If I sold my car, I ..............................much money for it. (not/get)
4. A lot of people would be out of work if the factory

............................................ (close down)
5. What would happen if I ................................ that red button? (press)
6. Liz gave me this ring. She ............................ very upset if I lost it. (be)
7. Mark and Carol are waiting for us. They would be disappointed if

we ..................................... (not/ come)
8. Would Tim mind if I ............................... his bicycle without asking

him? (borrow)
9. If somebody ................................... in here with a gun, I�d be very

frightened. (walk)
10. I�m sure Sue.................................... if you explained the situation to

her. (understand)

Exercise 10. You ask a friend questions. Use �What would you
do if...?�

Model
(Maybe one day your friend will win a lot of money.)
What would you do if you won a lot of money?
1. (Your friend�s car has never been stolen but perhaps one day it

will be.)
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___________________________________________________________
2. (Perhaps one day your friend will lose his/her passport.)

___________________________________________________________
3. (There has never been a fire in the building.)

___________________________________________________________

Exercise 11. Answer the questions in the way shown.
Model
A: Shall we catch the 10.30 train?
B: No. (arrive / too early) If we caught the 10.30 train, we�d arrive too

early.
1. A: Is Ken going to take the examination?

B: No. (fail) If he __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

2. A: Why don�t we stay at a hotel?
B: No. (cost too much money) If __________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

3. A: Is Sally going to apply for the job?
B: No. (not / get it) If _____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

4. A: Let�s tell them the truth.
B: No. (not / believe us) If ________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

6. A: Why don�t we invite Bill to the party?
B: No. (have to invite his friends too) ______________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Exercise 12. Use your own ideas to complete these
sentences.

Model
If you took more exercise, you�d feel better.

1. I�d feel very angry if _______________________________________________
2. If I didn�t go to work tomorrow, ___________________________________
3. Would you go to the party if _______________________________________
4. If you bought some new clothes, ___________________________________
5. Would you mind if _________________________________________________

Exercise 13. Put the verb into the correct form.
Model
If I knew his number, I would phone him. (know)
I wouldn�t buy that coat if I were you. (not/buy)
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1. I ................................................... you if I could, but I�m afraid I can�t.
(help)

2. We would need a car if we ................................................... in the
country. (live)

3. If we had the choice, we ................................................... in the country.
(live)

4. This soup isn�t very good. It ................................................... better if it
wasn�t so salty. (taste)

5. I wouldn�t mind living in England if the weather ....................
............................... better. (be)

6. If I were you, I ................................................. (not/wait). I .......................
......................... now. (go)

7. You�re always tired. If you................................................... to bed so late
every night, you wouldn�t be tired all the time. (not/go)

8. I think there are too many cars. If there ...................................................
so many cars (not/be), there ................................................... so much
pollution. (not/be)

Exercise 14. Write a sentence with �If...� for each situation.
Model
We don�t visit you very often because you live so far away.
If you didn�t live so far away, we�d visit you more often.
1. He doesn�t speak very clearly, that�s why people don�t understand

him.
If he _________________ more ____________ people __________________

2. That book is too expensive, so I�m not going to buy it.
If the book _____________________________ I _________________________

3. We don�t go out very often because we can�t afford it.
___________________________________________________________

4. It�s raining, so we can�t have lunch in the garden.
___________________________________________________________

5. I have to work tomorrow evening, so I can�t meet you.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 15. Put in Type 2 conditionals throughout.

Lying in the Sun

Two tramps, Eugene and Sergio, were lying in the sun.
EUGENE: What (we/doing) would we be doing if the sun (not shining)

.............. ...............?
SERGIO: Well, (we/not be) .......................... lying here for a start. But that�s not
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the important question. The important question is: what (we do)
............................ if (we/be) ............................. rich?

EUGENE: If (we/be) ............................. rich, we (can/travel) .............. ...............
everywhere.

SERGIO: True, but we travel everywhere already.
EUGENE: Yes, but not in style. If (we/have) ............................. money, our

chauffeur, James, (can/ drive) ............................. us round in our
Rolls. Imagine, if (we/be) ............................. in that position! (We/
return) ............................. to our fine mansion in the country.

SERGIO: Yes, the butler (put out) ............................. fresh clothes for us, the
cook (prepare) ............................. a fine meal for us. We
............................. not just be eating carrots all the time.

EUGENE: Yes. If (we/own) ............................. a house like that, (we/also have)
............................. a fine swimming-pool.

SERGIO: Yes! Yes! If (we/have) ............................. a fine swimming-pool, (we
can/swim) ............................. as much as we liked.

EUGENE: If (we/be) ............................. really really rich, (we can/lie)
............................. in the sun!

SERGIO: But we are lying in the sun!

SUMMARY

1. We form Type 2 conditionals with if + Past (or if + could/might)
+ would.

a) We can use Type 2 conditionals in place of Type 1 to describe
something that is reasonably possible. The Past Tense form does not refer
to past time:

If you go by train, you will (you�ll) get there earlier. (Type 1:
reasonably possible)

If you went by train, you would (you�d) get there earlier. (Type 2,
�more tentative�)

b) We often use Type 2 conditionals to describe what is totally
impossible:

If you had longer legs, you would be able to run faster. (Not �if you
would have�)

If you could run fast, you�d be an Olympic champion.
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2. a) We can use were in place of was after if in all persons.
Were is formal. We also prefer were when expressing doubt or

imagining something:
If I was better qualified, I�d apply for the job. (If I was: less formal)
If I were better qualified, I�d apply for the job. (If I were: more formal)
How would she be managing, if she were running a large company?

(progressive forms)
If I were the Queen of Sheba, you would be King Solomon. (were is

preferable here)
b) We use If I were you and If I were in your position to give

advice. (Not if I was)
We can also refer to somebody else: If I were in Jane�s position, I�d

look for a new job.

Exercise 16. Translate the sentences:
1. Åñëè îí çàïëàòèò ìíå ñåãîäíÿ, ó ìåíÿ áóäåò äîñòàòî÷íî äåíåã

íà áèëåòû.
___________________________________________________________

2. Åñëè ÿ ïîëó÷ó ðàçðåøåíèå íà ðàáîòó (a work permit), ÿ
îñòàíóñü çäåñü åùå íà øåñòü ìåñÿöåâ.

___________________________________________________________
3. Åñëè ÿ ñäàì ýòîò ýêçàìåí, â îêòÿáðå ÿ ïîñòóïëþ â

óíèâåðñèòåò.
___________________________________________________________

4. Åñëè îí ðàçðåøèò ìíå ðàáîòàòü ïîñëå çàìóæåñòâà, ÿ âûéäó çà
íåãî çàìóæ.

___________________________________________________________
5. Åñëè ÿ íàéäó äåøåâóþ êîìíàòó, ÿ îñòàíóñü íà äâå íåäåëè.

___________________________________________________________
6. Åñëè ðîäèòñÿ äåâî÷êà, ìû íàçîâåì åå Àííîé.

___________________________________________________________
7. Åñëè íàñ ïîäâåçóò íà ìàøèíå, ìû ïðèåäåì âîâðåìÿ.

___________________________________________________________
8. Åñëè â Ëîíäîíñêîì àýðîïîðòó íå áóäåò òóìàíà, ìû

ïðèçåìëèìñÿ òàì.
___________________________________________________________

9. Åñëè Òîì ïîìîæåò íàì, ðàáîòà çàéìåò âñåãî ïîë÷àñà.
___________________________________________________________

10. Ó ìåíÿ íåò êëþ÷à, íî Äæåê âïóñòèò íàñ, åñëè îí äîìà.
___________________________________________________________

11. Åñëè ëåä äîñòàòî÷íî òîëñòûé, ìû ñìîæåì ïåðåéòè ðåêó.
___________________________________________________________
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12. Åñëè çàâòðà áóäåò õîðîøàÿ ïîãîäà, ìû ïîéäåì ãóëÿòü.
___________________________________________________________

13. Ïîçâîíè ìíå, åñëè òåáå áóäåò íóæíà ïîìîùü (in case).
___________________________________________________________

14. Åñëè ó ìåíÿ ïðîéäåò ãîëîâíàÿ áîëü, ìû ïîèãðàåì â òåííèñ.
___________________________________________________________

15. Çàõâàòè ñ ñîáîé çîíò íà ñëó÷àé, åñëè ïîéäåò äîæäü.
___________________________________________________________

16. Åñëè áû ñåãîäíÿ áûëà ñóááîòà, ìû ìîãëè áû ïîéòè íà ïëÿæ.
___________________________________________________________

17. Åñëè áû íàì íå íàäî áûëî çàíèìàòüñÿ ñåãîäíÿ âå÷åðîì, ìû
ìîãëè áû ïîéòè êóäà-íèáóäü (to go out).

___________________________________________________________
18. Åñëè áû ÿ áûë ìèëëèîíåðîì, ÿ îáúåõàë áû âîêðóã ñâåòà.

___________________________________________________________
19. Åñëè áû ó ìåíÿ áûëî âðåìÿ, ÿ ïîøåë áû ñ âàìè.

___________________________________________________________
20. Îí ðàññêàçàë áû òåáå îá ýòîì, åñëè áû îí áûë çäåñü.

___________________________________________________________
21. Åñëè áû îí ãîâîðèë íå òàê áûñòðî, òû ïîíèìàë áû åãî.

___________________________________________________________
22. Îí äàë áû òåáå äåíåã, åñëè áû îíè ó íåãî áûëè.

___________________________________________________________
23. Îíà òóò æå ïîçâîíèëà áû òåáå, åñëè áû åé òðåáîâàëàñü

ïîìîùü.
___________________________________________________________

24. ß ìîã áû ïîíèìàòü ó÷èòåëüíèöó ôðàíöóçñêîãî, åñëè áû îíà
ãîâîðèëà ìåäëåííåå.

___________________________________________________________
25. Åñëè áû ÿ áûë ìîëîäûì, òî ïîøåë áû â ïîõîä.

___________________________________________________________
26. Íà âàøåì ìåñòå ÿ áû íå îáðàùàë âíèìàíèÿ íà åå ñëîâà.

___________________________________________________________
27. Åñëè áû ó ìåíÿ áûë ñëîâàðü, ÿ ìîã áû ïåðåâåñòè ýòó ñòàòüþ.

___________________________________________________________
28. Âû ìîãëè áû ãîâîðèòü ïî-àíãëèéñêè ëó÷øå, åñëè áû âû

ëó÷øå çàíèìàëèñü.
___________________________________________________________

29. Ìîé äÿäÿ ìîã áû ïîìî÷ü íàì, åñëè áû îí áûë çäåñü.
___________________________________________________________

30. Åñëè áû âû íåíàâèäåëè áîëüíûõ, âû íå áûëè áû âðà÷îì.
___________________________________________________________
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ÓÐÎÊ 3   LESSON 3

Conditional Sentences
Type 3

A. The verb in the if-clause is in the Past Perfect Tense; the verb
in the main clause is in the Perfect Conditional. The time is past and the
condition cannot be fulfilled because the action in the if-clause didn�t
happen.

If I had known that you were coming I would have met you at the
airport. (But I didn�t know, so I didn�t come.)

If he had tried to leave the country he would have been stopped at the
frontier. (But he didn�t try.)

Â. Possible variations of the basic form.
1. could or might may be used instead of would:
If we had found him earlier we could have saved his life. (ability)
If we had found him earlier we might have saved his life. (possibility)
If our documents had been in order we could have left at once. (ability

or permission)
2. The Continuous Form of the Perfect Conditional may be used:
At the time of the accident I was sitting in the back of the car,

because Tom�s little boy was sitting beside him in front.
If Tom�s boy had not been there I would have been sitting in front.
3. We can use the Past Perfect Continuous in the if-clause:
I was wearing a seat belt. If I hadn�t been wearing one I�d have been

seriously injured.
4. A combination of types 2 and 3 is possible:
The plane I intended to catch crashed and everyone was killed. If I had

caught that plane I would be dead now.
or
I would have been killed. (type 3)
If I had worked harder at school I would be sitting in a comfortable

office now; I wouldn�t be sweeping the streets. (But I didn�t work hard at
school and now I am sweeping the streets.)

5. Had can be placed first and if omitted:
If you had obeyed orders this disaster would not have happened. - Had

you obeyed orders this disaster would not have happened.
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Special Uses of �WILL/WOULD� and �SHOULD� in IF-Clauses

Normally these auxiliaries are not used after if in conditional
sentences. There are, however, certain exceptions.

A. if you will/would is often used in polite requests and would is
the more polite form.

If you will/would wait a moment I�ll see if Mr. Jones is free.
(Please wait.)
I would be very grateful if you would make the arrangements for me.
if you would + infinitive is often used alone when the request is

one which would normally be made in the circumstances. The speaker
assumes that the other person will comply as a matter of course:

If you�d fill up this form.
(in a hotel) If you�d just sign the register.
(in a shop) If you�d put your address on the back of the cheque.
(in a classroom) If you�d open your books.
Â. if + will/would can be used with all persons to indicate

willingness:
If he�ll listen to me I�ll be able to help him. (If he is willing to listen.)
If Tom would tell me what he wants for his dinner I�d cook it for him.

(The speaker implies that Tom is unwilling to tell her.)
won�t used in this way can mean �refuse�:
If he won�t listen to me I can�t help him. (If he is unwilling to listen/If

he refuses to listen... )
If they won�t accept a cheque we�ll have to pay cash. (If they refuse to

accept... )
Ñ. will can be used to express obstinate insistence:
If you will play the drums all night no wonder the neighbours complain.

(If you insist on playing...)
D. if + would like/care can be used instead of if + want/wish and

is more polite:
If you would like to come I�ll get a ticket for you.
If you�d care to see the photographs I�ll bring them round.
If he�d like to leave his car here he can.
But if we rearrange such sentences so that would like has no

object, we can drop the would:
If you like I�ll get a ticket for you
but
If you�d like a ticket I�II get one for you.
If he likes he can leave his car here.
but
If he�d like to leave his car here he can or
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He can leave it here if he�d like to.
E. if + should can be used in type 1 to indicate that the action,

though possible, is not very likely. It is usually combined with an imperative
and is chiefly used in written instructions:

If you should have any difficulty in getting spare parts ring this
number.

If these biscuits should arrive in a damaged condition please inform the
factory at once.

should can be placed first and if omitted:
Should these biscuits arrive...

IF + WERE and Inversion of Subject and Auxiliary

A. if + were instead of if + was
1. Usually either can be used, were being more likely in formal

English:
If she was/were offered the job she�d take it.
If Tom was/were here he�d know what to do.
2. But were is a little more usual than was in the advice form:
 If I were/was you I would/should ...
�If I were you I would wait a bit,� he said.
were is also more usual in the infinitive construction:
If Peter were/was to apply for the post he�d get it.
3. were, not was, is used when the auxiliary is placed first:
Were I Tom I would refuse.
When if means �since� was cannot be replaced by were.
B. If + subject + auxiliary can be replaced in formal English by

inversion of auxiliary and subject with if omitted:
If I were in his shoes.. = Were I in his shoes...
If you should require anything ... =
= Should you require anything...
If he had known ... = Had he known ...

Exercises

Exercise 1. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense.
Model
If he (not take) had not taken his gloves off he (not get) wouldn�t

have got frost bitten.

1. She was sent to prison only because she refused to pay the fine. If
she (pay) the fine she (not be) sent to prison.
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___________________________________________________________
2. He didn�t tell me that he was a vegetarian till halfway through the

meal. It he (tell) me earlier I (cook) him something suitable.
___________________________________________________________

3. I had no map; that�s why I got lost. If I (had) a map I (be) all right.
___________________________________________________________

4. Why didn�t you say that you were short of money? If I (know) I
(lend) you some.

___________________________________________________________
5. It�s lucky he had his torch with him. If he (not have) it he (fall) down

the cellar steps.
___________________________________________________________

6. The job is much worse than I expected. If I (realise) how difficult it
was going to be I (not accept) it.

___________________________________________________________
7. It was the drug, not the disease, that killed him. He would still be

alive today if he (not take) that drug.
___________________________________________________________

8. This room�s freezing because the fire has only just been lit. If it (be
lit) this morning, as I suggested, the room would be warm enough to sit in
now.

___________________________________________________________
9. I overslept; that�s why I�m half an hour late; and if my phone (not/

ring) at nine o�clock I might still be in bed.
___________________________________________________________

10. It was rather a dull game so I left before the end. If I (wait)
another five minutes I (see) Chelsea scoring a really exciting.

___________________________________________________________
11. The paraffin heater was perfectly safe. There (not be) a fire if the

children (not knock) it over.
___________________________________________________________

12. It�s a pity he never patented his invention. If he (patent) it he
(make) a lot of money.

___________________________________________________________
13. The fog came down suddenly and I suppose they didn�t know

which way to turn; if only they (have) a map and compass with them they
(not be) drowned.

___________________________________________________________
14. He asked his parents for a loan but he didn�t say what he wanted

the money for, so they refused. I think if he (tell) them that he wanted to
open a restaurant they (agree).
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___________________________________________________________
15. The accident was mainly Tom�s fault. He was driving much too

close to the car in front. If he (be) further away he (be able) to stop in time.
___________________________________________________________

16. The launching of the rocket was delayed half an hour by bad
weather. If the weather (be) good they (launch) it at 9.00.

___________________________________________________________
17. Most people (attend) the union meeting if they had had longer

notice of it.
___________________________________________________________

18. He says he refused the job, but that was nothing to do with the
salary. He (refuse) even if they (offer) him twice as much.

___________________________________________________________
19. The club secretary is useless. He never tells anybody anything. We

(not know) about this meeting if the chairman (not tell) us.
___________________________________________________________

20. When the director asked her to play the lead she agreed though
she didn�t know anything about the play. I think that if she (read) the play
first she (refuse) the part.

___________________________________________________________
21. The burglar made quite a lot of noise getting into the house; but

fortunately for him the family were watching a noisy TV play. If they (play)
cards they certainly (hear) him.

___________________________________________________________
22. If you had been there what you (do)?

___________________________________________________________
23. It rained, which spoiled our picnic; but if it (not rain) it (be) a

great success.
___________________________________________________________

24. Why are you in such a bad temper? - Because I�ve been waiting
for 40 minutes in an icy wind. If you (wait) 40 minutes in an icy wind you�d
be bad-tempered, too.

___________________________________________________________
25. You used wet sticks; that�s why the fire took so long to light. If you

(use) dry sticks it (light) long ago.
___________________________________________________________

26. I didn�t recognise him at first because he was wearing dark
glasses; if he (not wear) them I (recognise) him immediately.

___________________________________________________________
27. You knew that horse was going to win! - Don�t be ridiculous! If I

(knew) I (back) him myself.
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___________________________________________________________
28. Why didn�t you phone from the village? - Because there was no

phone in the village. If there (be) of course we (phone) from there.
___________________________________________________________

29. When the weather got bad the climbing party turned back, all
except Tom and his brothers, who decided to go on. If only they (turn)
back with the others they would be alive today.

___________________________________________________________
30. He was not very happy at school because he was a bookish boy,

not at all interested in games. If he (play) games like the other boys he
(have) a much better time.

___________________________________________________________
31. We had to stand almost all the way. It was all Tom�s fault. If he

(book) seats, as I told him to, we (have) quite a comfortable journey.
___________________________________________________________

32. We were travelling with false passports. That was the trouble. If
our passports (be) all right we (not be) arrested.

___________________________________________________________
32. They voted by a show of hands and decided in favour of a strike.

But it was by a narrow margin and I think that if they (hold) a secret ballot
there (not be) a strike.

___________________________________________________________

Exercise 2. Rewrite these sentences using an �if construction�.
Model
You didn�t tell me we had run out of bread, so I didn�t buy any.
If you had told me we had run out of bread I�d have bought some.

1. I didn�t see the signal, so I didn�t stop.
___________________________________________________________

2. I didn�t know your number, so I didn�t ring.
___________________________________________________________

3. She didn�t know you were in hospital, so she didn�t visit you.
___________________________________________________________

4. We only came by bus because there were no taxis.
___________________________________________________________

5. She didn�t speak to him, possibly because she was so shy.
___________________________________________________________

6. Landlord: She threatened to set fire to her flat; that�s the only
reason I asked her to leave.

___________________________________________________________
7. We didn�t visit the museum because we hadn�t time.
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___________________________________________________________
8. I only came up the stairs because the lift wasn�t working.

___________________________________________________________
9. We didn�t listen carefully; perhaps that�s why we made this mistake.

___________________________________________________________
10. We got a lift, so we reached the station in time.

___________________________________________________________
11. You washed it in boiling water; that�s why it shrank.

___________________________________________________________
12. We missed the train because we were using an out-of-date

timetable.
___________________________________________________________

13. His own men deserted him; that�s the only reason why he failed.
___________________________________________________________

14. They were driving very quickly. That�s why the accident was so
terrible.

___________________________________________________________
15. It was raining. That�s the only reason I didn�t take the children to

the beach.
___________________________________________________________

16. When I bought this house I didn�t realise that in summer planes
skimmed the roof every five minutes.

___________________________________________________________
17. Tom�s father was on the Board. That�s the only reason he got the

job.
___________________________________________________________

18. He wasn�t looking where he was going. That�s why he was run
over.

___________________________________________________________
19. I don�t like country life, perhaps because I wasn�t brought up in

the country.
___________________________________________________________

20. I didn�t know he was so quarrelsome. I�m sorry now that I invited
him.

___________________________________________________________
21. It rained all the time. Perhaps that�s why he didn�t enjoy his visit.

___________________________________________________________
22. I didn�t work hard at school so I didn�t get a good job when I left.

___________________________________________________________
23. They used closed-circuit television. That�s how they spotted the

shop-lifter.



41
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

___________________________________________________________
24. They asked him to leave the dining-room because he wasn�t

wearing a shirt.
___________________________________________________________

25. It took us a long time to find his house because the streets were
not clearly marked.

___________________________________________________________
26. We didn�t go by air only because we hadn�t enough money.

___________________________________________________________
27. The bus didn�t stop because you didn�t put your hand up.

___________________________________________________________
28. He turned up at the interview looking so disreputable and

unshaven that they didn�t give him the job.
___________________________________________________________

29. I didn�t know how thin the ice was, so I was walking on it quite
confidently.

___________________________________________________________
30. The champion didn�t take the fight seriously at first; perhaps that�s

why he didn�t win it.
___________________________________________________________

31. They got the children back alive only because they paid the
ransom at once.

___________________________________________________________
32. The examiner read the passage very quickly, so the candidates

didn�t understand it.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 3. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tenses.
Model
If I had known that you were in hospital I (visit) you. I would have

visited you.

1. If you (arrive) ten minutes earlier you would have got a seat.
___________________________________________________________

2. You would have seen my garden at its best if you (be) here last
week.

___________________________________________________________
3. You (save) me a lot of trouble if you had told me where you were

going.
___________________________________________________________

4. I shouldn�t have believed it if I (not see) it with my own eyes.
___________________________________________________________

5. If he had slipped he (fall) 500 metres.
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___________________________________________________________
6. If I (had) a map I would have been all right.

___________________________________________________________
7. If I (know) that you were coming I�d have baked a cake.

___________________________________________________________
8. I (offer) to help him if I had realised that he was ill.

___________________________________________________________
9. If you had left that wasp alone it (not sting) you.

___________________________________________________________
10. If I (realise) what a bad driver you were I wouldn�t have come

with you.
___________________________________________________________

11. If I had realised that the traffic lights were red I (stop).
___________________________________________________________

12. If you had told me that he never paid his debts I (not lend) him
the money.

___________________________________________________________
13. If you (not sneeze) he wouldn�t have known that we were there.

___________________________________________________________
14. If you (put) some mustard in the sandwiches they would have

tasted better.
___________________________________________________________

15. The hens (not get) into the house if you had shut the door.
___________________________________________________________

16. If he had known that the river was dangerous he (not try) to swim
across it.

___________________________________________________________
17. If you (speak) more slowly he might have understood you.

___________________________________________________________
18. If he had known the whole story he (not be) so angry.

___________________________________________________________
19. I shouldn�t have eaten it if I (know) that there was ginger in it.

___________________________________________________________
20. If I (try) again I think that I would have succeeded.

___________________________________________________________
21. You (not get) into trouble if you had obeyed my instructions.

___________________________________________________________
22. If you hadn�t been in such a hurry you (not put) sugar into the

sauce instead of salt.
___________________________________________________________

23. If I (be) ready when he called he would have taken me with him.
___________________________________________________________

24. Rome (be captured) by her enemies if the geese hadn�t cackled.
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___________________________________________________________
25 He would have been arrested if he (try) to leave the country.

___________________________________________________________
26. I (take) a taxi if I had realised that it was such a long way.

___________________________________________________________

Exercise 4. Put the verbs into the correct form.
Model
I didn�t know you were in hospital. If I�d known (I/know), I would have

gone (I/go) to visit you.

1. Ken got to the station in time to catch his train. If
����������.. (he/miss) it, �����������. (he/be) late
for his interview.

2. It�s good that you reminded me about Ann�s birthday ......................
............... (I/forget) if ��������.. (you/not/remind) me.

3. Unfortunately, I didn�t have my address book with me when I was
in New York. If (I /have) your address, ................... (I /send) you a
postcard.

4. How was your holiday? Did you have a nice time? - It was OK, but
......................... (we/enjoy) it more ....................... (if the weather/be)
better.

5. I took a taxi to the hotel but the traffic was very bad. �����
���.. (it/be) quicker if ��������.. (I/walk).

6. I�m not tired. If ��������.. (I/be) tired, I�d go home now.
7. I wasn�t tired last night. If ��������.. (I/be) tired, I would

have gone home earlier.

Exercise 5. Write a sentence with �if� for each situation.
Model
I wasn�t hungry, so I didn�t eat anything.
If I�d been hungry, I would have eaten something.

1. The accident happened because the driver in front stopped so
suddenly.
___________________________________________________________

2. I didn�t know that George had to get up early, so I didn�t wake
him up.
___________________________________________________________

3. I was able to buy the car only because Jim lent me the money.
___________________________________________________________

4. Margaret wasn�t injured in the crash because she was wearing a
seat belt.
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___________________________________________________________
5. You didn�t have any breakfast that�s why you�re hungry now.

___________________________________________________________
6. I didn�t get a taxi because I didn�t have any money on me.

___________________________________________________________

Exercise 6. Supply the correct forms of the missing verbs. Use
�could have (done)� and �might have (done)� in the main clause.

Model
If I had managed (manage) to repair my car earlier, I could have

driven (drive) you to London.

1. If I...................................... (know) last week that she was ill, I .................
..................... (visit) her.

2. If you.......................... (not want) to drive straight home, we
.......................... (miss) all this traffic.

3. If you............................................ (ask) politely, I .............................
...................... (help) you.

4. If the weather forecast................................ (be) different, we ...............
................. (stay) at home.

5. We ................. (be) at the airport for hours, if we................. (not
know) that the flight was delayed.

6. I.................................. (make) a bad mistake, if I.................................. (not
read) the instructions.

7. We............................. (have) an accident, if our car.............................
(not be) properly serviced.

8. If he........................................... (fasten his seatbelt), he ..........................
................. (not be) hurt.

9. She....................... (not hear) the news, if she....................... (not turn
on) the radio this morning.

10. If they............................... (see) us, they ....................................... (laugh).
11. If you.................................. (tell) me you needed money, I

.................................. (lend) you some.
12. I......................... (save) some food for you, if I......................... (know)

you were going to be late.
13. They............................. (play) better, if they .................................. (have)

more training.

Exercise 7. Put in Type 3 conditional throughout.

Both Right and Both Wrong
The black car screamed round the corner on the wrong side of the

road and passed a white car doing exactly the same thing in the other
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direction. Both drivers stopped and got out of their cars. �If I (be) had been
on my side of the road, you (kill) ........................ me,� driver A shouted. �But
you weren�t on your side of the road,� driver B shouted back. �If you
(driving) ........................ more carefully, you (not be) ........................ on the
wrong side of the road. �lf I (know) ........................ what was round the corner,
I (keep) ........................ to my side of the road,� driver A said. �If you (know)
........................ what was round the corner, you (not driving) ........................
so carelessly.� Suddenly, both men stopped shouting and driver A said, very
quietly, �If we both (not be) ........................ on the wrong side of the road,
we (be) ........................ dead now.� Without speaking a further word, both
men shook hands and drove away.

Exercise 8.
The Principal of the Express School of English is thinking about his

life, and the conditions that led him to do things. What does he say to
himself?

Write sentences with an if-clause.
Model
(I started the school after the bank lent me £50,000) If the bank

hadn�t lent me £50,000 I wouldn�t have started the school.

1. (I continued because the school was a success.) I ______ if the
school __________________________ a success.

2. (We won the Pacifica University contract, so we didn�t have money
problems.) If we _________________________ the Pacifica University
contract, we __________________________________________ money
problems.

3. (I  didn�t retire, so we didn�t go to live in Italy.) If I ____________
_____________________ we ____________________________ to live in
Italy.

4. (We didn�t build another language lab because there weren�t
enough students) We ___________________________ another
language lab if ________ ____________________ enough students.

5. (We didn�t move to a better building because the rent for this
building was so low). We _____________________________________ to a
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better building if the rent for this building
__________________________ so low.

6. (Anyway, our teachers stayed with us because there was a friendly
atmosphere.) Anyway, our teachers ___________________________
__________ with us if ________________________________________ a
friendly atmosphere.

Exercise 9. Answer the following questions:
1. Mr. Manson was driving at a speed of sixty miles an hour and got

to his destination in three hours. How long would it have taken him to
reach his destination if he had driven at a speed of thirty miles an hour?

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

If you were driving a car, at what speed would you be driving in
populated areas (along a highway)? Where would you slow down? Why?

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

2. Mr. Robertson checked in at the hotel on Tuesday and checked
out on Thursday. How long did he stay at the hotel? How long would he
have stayed at the hotel if he had checked out on Friday? Where would
you stay if you went somewhere on a mission, at a hotel or at your
relatives�? Why?

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

3. Sam is a mechanic. He was taken on in January and was dismissed
in November. How long did he stay with the company? How long would he
have been with the company if he had been dismissed in March? Why do
you think he was dismissed?

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

4. Mrs. Jackson went shopping. She meant to spend three dollars.
She spent four dollars instead. How much did she overspend? How much
would she have overspent if she had bought five dollars� worth of food?

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

5. Mr. Patterson went on a sightseeing tour to Italy in May and was in
that country five weeks. When did he come back to England? When would
he have returned if he had stayed in Italy a month? Where would you like
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to go first if you had a chance to go abroad?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

6. Would you distinguish French from Spanish (Dutch from Danish/
Swedish from Norwegian) if you heard them spoken? Why (not)?

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 10. Change into sentences of unreal condition.
Model
She won�t help us as she is not here.� She would help us if she were

here.
We did not meet so often because she lived far from my place.� We

should have met more often if she had not lived so far from my place.

1. They will do it if they can.
___________________________________________________________

2. It isn�t summer now, and we don�t go to the country.
___________________________________________________________

3. He doesn�t write to me, and I don�t write to him.
___________________________________________________________

4. She didn�t find the book because she didn�t open the bag.
___________________________________________________________

5. It will be better if they don�t come.
___________________________________________________________

6. I didn�t give it to you because you were out.
___________________________________________________________

7. I can�t knit another sweater as I have no more wool.
___________________________________________________________

8. I don�t study Italian as I haven�t much spare time.
___________________________________________________________

9. She didn�t follow the doctor�s advice and fell seriously ill.
___________________________________________________________

10. The boy is shivering. He isn�t quite well.
___________________________________________________________

11. He refuses my help, and the work won�t be finished today.
___________________________________________________________

12. I have a headache because I had a sleepless night.
___________________________________________________________

13. Anne can�t translate this song: she doesn�t know French well
enough.
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___________________________________________________________
14. You are not quite all right now because you didn�t take the

medicine regularly.
___________________________________________________________

15. They took a taxi and didn�t miss the train.
___________________________________________________________

16. He doesn�t know her address, or he will write to her, I�m sure.
___________________________________________________________

17. The garden doesn�t look beautiful because the trees are bare.
___________________________________________________________

18. He makes so many mistakes because he doesn�t know grammar
well enough.
___________________________________________________________

19. Will you do it for me if I ask you?
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 11. Complete the following sentences.
Model
If the weather were fine we�d have gone for a walk.

1. If it were not so late ________________________________________ .
2. If it were Sunday today _____________________________________ .
3. If you invited him ___________________________________________ .
4. If I were you _______________________________________________ .
5. If she lived in Moscow _______________________________________ .
6. If you had waited a little_____________________________________ .
7. If I could play the piano _____________________________________ .
8. If you had done as I told you _________________________________ .
9. If she were my sister ________________________________________ .

SUMMARY

1. We form Type 3 conditionals with if + Past Perfect (or if + could
have) + would have.

We often use Type 3 conditionals to express regret, etc. about things
that can now never happen. We can use simple or progressive forms of the
Past Perfect in the if-clause:

If I�d (= I had) been taller, I�d (= I would) have joined the police
force.

If I had had any sense, I wouldn�t have bought a second-hand car.
If we had gone by car, we would have saved time.
If I had been trying harder, I would have succeeded.
If I could have stopped, there wouldn�t have been an accident.
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Exercise 12. Translate the sentences:
1. Åñëè áû ÿ çíàë, ÷òî âû â áîëüíèöå, ÿ áû íàâåñòèë âàñ.

___________________________________________________________
2. Åñëè áû ÿ çíàë îá ýòîì ñîáûòèè, ÿ áû ïðîèíôîðìèðîâàë

âàñ.
___________________________________________________________

3. Åñëè áû ïîãîäà áûëà áû õîðîøàÿ, ìû áû ïîøëè ïëàâàòü.
___________________________________________________________

4. Åñëè áû âû ïîáûâàëè â Øîòëàíäèè, âû áû ñúåçäèëè íà
îñòðîâ Ñêàé. (Isle of Skye)

___________________________________________________________
5. Ïåðåâåë áû îí ñòàòüþ, åñëè áû íå áûë çàíÿò?

___________________________________________________________
6. Åñëè áû âû æèëè â Ëîíäîíå, òî âû áû õîðîøî çíàëè

ñòîëèöó.
___________________________________________________________

7. Åñëè áû âû ïîøëè íà âå÷åðèíêó, òî âñòðåòèëè áû ìíîãî
íîâûõ ëþäåé.

___________________________________________________________
8. Åñëè áû îíà ñäàëà ýòîò ýêçàìåí, îíà áû ó÷èëàñü â Àíãëèè.

___________________________________________________________
9. Åñëè áû ïîãîäà íå áûëà òàêîé ïëîõîé, ìû áû ñìîãëè âûéòè

èç äîìà.
___________________________________________________________

10. Åñëè áû âû âûó÷èëè ìíîãî íîâûõ ñëîâ â øêîëå, òî âû áû
ãîâîðèëè íà î÷åíü õîðîøåì àíãëèéñêîì ÿçûêå.

___________________________________________________________
11. Åñëè áû òâîÿ ìàìà ïîøëà çà ïîêóïêàìè, îíà áû óâèäåëà, ÷òî

öåíû î÷åíü âûñîêèå.
___________________________________________________________

12. Åñëè áû îíà íå çàäåðæàëàñü, ìû áû òàê î íåé íå
áåñïîêîèëèñü.

___________________________________________________________
13. Åñëè áû Áðåíäà íå áûëà áû òàêîé îòçûâ÷èâîé, îíà áû íå

ñòàëà äîêòîðîì.
___________________________________________________________

14. Åñëè áû Ñüþ óøëà ñ ðàáîòû, îíà ñìîãëà áû íàéòè äðóãóþ.
___________________________________________________________

15. Åñëè áû ó ìåíÿ áûëà êàìåðà, ÿ áû ñìîã ñäåëàòü ìíîãî
ñíèìêîâ.

___________________________________________________________
16. Åñëè áû Ìýòüþ ïîñîâåòîâàë íàì íå âûõîäèòü îäíèì, ìû áû
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íå ïîïàëè â áåäó.
___________________________________________________________

17. Åñëè áû âñå ïîëåòû áûëè îòìåíåíû, çíà÷èò ÷òî-òî
ïðîèçîøëî.

___________________________________________________________
18. Åñëè áû ÿ áûë íà êàíèêóëàõ, òî ÿ áû ïîñìîòðåë ìíîãî

èíòåðåñíîãî è ïîñåòèë çàìêè, êàðòèííûå ãàëåðåè, ìóçåè è ò.ä.
___________________________________________________________

19. Åñëè áû ëþäè çàõîòåëè óçíàòü, êàêàÿ ó Ýíäðþ ðàáîòà, îí áû
íèêîãäà îá ýòîì íå ñòàë ðàññêàçûâàòü.

___________________________________________________________
20. Åñëè áû íà äèñêîòåêå áûëà áû äðàêà, îíè âû âûçâàëè

ïîëèöèþ.
___________________________________________________________

21. Åñëè áû âû ïðèâûêëè åçäèòü íà âåëîñèïåäå, âû ìîãëè áû
êóïèòü åãî â ìàãàçèíå.

___________________________________________________________
22. Åñëè áû ýòî áûë îïàñíûé ãîðîä, ÿ áû çäåñü íå æèëà.

___________________________________________________________
23. Åñëè áû ÿ óåõàë íà íåñêîëüêî äíåé, ÿ áû ïîçâîíèë âàì.

___________________________________________________________
24. Åñëè áû âû çàáûëè çàïåðåòü äâåðü, âû áû ñðàçó æå

âåðíóëèñü äîìîé.
___________________________________________________________

25. Åñëè áû âû ïðîáåæàëè 10 êì áåç îñòàíîâêè, âû áû
âûèãðàëè ïðèç.

___________________________________________________________
26. Åñëè áû Ìàðòèí áðîñèë êóðèòü, îí íå áûë áû òàêèì

õóäîùàâûì.
___________________________________________________________

27. Åñëè áû ëþäè áûëè äîâîëüíû ïðàâèòåëüñòâîì, îíè áû íå
õîäèëè íà äåìîíñòðàöèè.

___________________________________________________________
28. Åñëè áû ÿ èñêàëà õîðîøèé ïîäàðîê, ÿ áû êóïèëà ÷òî-íèáóäü

íåîáû÷íîå.
___________________________________________________________

29. Åñëè áû âû åãî âñòðåòèëè, âû áû ïîçäîðîâàëèñü ñ íèì.
___________________________________________________________
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30. Åñëè áû âû áûëè ðàññòðîåíû, âû áû ïîñëóøàëè õîðîøóþ
ìóçûêó.

___________________________________________________________

ÓÐÎÊ 4   LESSON 4

Mixed Tenses in Conditional Sentences

We do not always have to stick rigidly to the three types of
conditional sentences. There are occasions when we can use any tenses in
if-clauses, depending on the context:

If I am as clever as you say I am, I would have been rich by now. (Type 1
+ Type 3)

If you knew me better, you wouldn�t have said that. (Type 2 + Type 3)
If I had had your advantages, I�d be better off now. (Type 3 + Type 2)

Unless, If...Not

1. We can use if...not and unless in place of each other when we
are saying �except if.� Unless is �stronger� than if...not and we sometimes
use it in �threats�:

If you don�t change your mind I won�t be able to help you. (= Except
if you change...)

Unless you change your mind, I won�t be able to help you. (= Except
if you change...)

2. We cannot use unless in place of if...not when if...not doesn�t
mean �except if�:

I�ll be surprised if he doesn�t win. (�if...not� doesn�t mean �except if�)
She�d be better company if she didn�t complain so much. (�if...not�

doesn�t mean �except if�)
3. We often use unless (never if...not) to introduce an

afterthought:
I couldn�t have got to the meeting unless, of course, I had caught an

earlier train.

If, Even If, Whether, But for, Otherwise, Provided,
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Suppose

A. even if - even though
Compare:
You must go tomorrow if you are ready
and
You must go tomorrow even if you aren�t ready.
B. whether... or - if... or
You must go tomorrow whether you are ready or not.
C. but for - �if it were not for/if it hadn�t been for�
My father pays my fees. But for that I wouldn�t be here.
The car broke down. But for that we would have been in time.
D. otherwise - �if this doesn�t happen/didn�t happen/hadn�t

happened�
We must be back before midnight; otherwise we�ll be locked out. = If

we are not back by midnight we�II be locked out.
I used my calculator; otherwise I�d have taken longer = If I hadn�t used

my calculator I�d have taken longer.
E. In colloquial English or (+ else) can often replace otherwise:
We must be early or (else) we won�t get a seat.
F. provided (that) can replace if when there is a strong idea of

limitation or restriction. It is chiefly used with permission.
You can camp here provided you leave no mess.
G. suppose/supposing...? - what if...?
Suppose the plane is late? =
What if/What will happen if the plane is late?
Suppose no one had been there? =
What if no one had been there?
suppose can also introduce suggestions:
Suppose you ask him/Why don�t you ask him?

Exercises

Exercise 1. Use mixed tenses in these sentences.
Model
If I ..were..... (be) you, I would have checked (check) my facts before I

wrote that letter.
1. If you ...................................... (be) so hungry, you ........................................

(not miss) breakfast.
2. If he........................ (not catch) the 5.30 train, he...................... (not

arrive) for another two hours.
3. He................................... (feel) very tired today if he...................................

(play) rugby yesterday.
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4. If the snake bite................................. (be) poisonous, you
.................................. (feel) very ill now.

5. If I.................................... (be) in your position, I....................................
(answer) his letter by now.

Exercise 2. Tick the sentences where we could use either
if...not or unless.

1. I won�t do it if you don�t help me. v
2. Unless he chooses his words more carefully, he�ll be in trouble. __
3. She�d have more friends if she didn�t criticise everyone so much.

__
4. I�ll be surprised if they don�t get married one day. __
5. She couldn�t have stolen the jewels unless she had had inside

help. __
6. She couldn�t have stolen the jewels, unless of course someone

had helped her. __
7. I�d be very pleased with this car if it didn�t break down all the time.

__

Exercise 3. Supply if...not or unless in these sentences. Note
where you could use either.

Model
(you/tell) Unless you tell/If you don�t tell me the whole story, I won�t

be able to help you.
1. He would be happier and healthier (he/have) ...........................

..................... so many worries.
2. We couldn�t have caught the plane, (we/break) .................. the

speed limit getting to the airport.
3. (management and unions/become)................... more flexible,

there�ll be more strikes.
4. I�ll be there by 7 o�clock (I/get held up)............... ...................... in the

traffic.
5. (we/have)........................................ more rain soon, the plants will all

die.
6. (you/not warn) ................. me, I would have fallen into the same

trap as you.

Exercise 4. Finish these sentences, using the correct tenses.
Model
If he had taken my advice ... he would be rich now.

1. If you ate less ____________________.
2. We�ll send for the doctor if ____________________.
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3. If she practised more ____________________.
4. If there isn�t enough wine in that bottle ____________________.
5. If you had checked the petrol before we started _________________.
6. This clock wouldn�t have run down if ____________________.
7. Try on the blue one if ____________________.
8. If these gates are locked ____________________.
9. If we leave before breakfast ____________________.
10. Her life might have been saved if ____________________.
11. If the volcano starts erupting ____________________.
12. The grass would look better if ____________________.
13. Unless it is a nice day ____________________.
14. If you don�t put enough stamps on a letter, the person who gets it
     ____________________.
15. He would lend it to you if ____________________.
16. Unless this hotel gets another cook ____________________.
17. If the storm becomes worse ____________________.
18. If your uncle sees you ____________________.
19. If you tried to climb it without a guide ____________________.
20. If you didn�t shake the camera so much, your photographs
     ____________________.
21. I�d have brought my coat ____________________.
22. If (=as) you don�t like the picture ____________________.
23. He would have given her diamonds if ____________________.
24. If you had asked his permission ____________________.
25. If the fire had been noticed earlier ____________________.
26. If you had any sense ____________________.
27. You would have been angry if ____________________.
28. If he had put the flowers into water at once ____________________.
29. I should have ordered more coal if ____________________.
30. If you leave the gate open ____________________.
31. You will have to go to the dentist if ____________________.
32. If I�d had a car ____________________.
33. If Tom rings while I�m out ____________________.

Exercise 5. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct forms.
Model
I�ve hung out the clothes. It�s lovely and sunny; if it stays (stay/stays)

like this they will be (be) dry in two hours.

1. French is essential in this job. All the telephonists speak it. If they
(not know) French they (not understand) half the callers.

___________________________________________________________
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2. How did you do in the car rally? - We came in last actually; but
only because we got lost. If we (not got) lost we (come) in somewhere in
the middle. We certainly (not be) last.

___________________________________________________________
3. I wasn�t really surprised that we got lost because I knew that the

navigator couldn�t map-read. - But if you (know) that why you (take) him
as navigator?

___________________________________________________________
4. This flat would be all right if the people above us (not be) so noisy.

___________________________________________________________
5. A group of spectators, including myself, left the stand just before

the end of the game. When we were half way down the stairs a goal was
scored and there was a great cheer from the spectators. If there (not be) a
goal the crowd (not cheer).

___________________________________________________________
6. If the crowd (not cheer) we (not run) back up the stairs to see

what had happened.
___________________________________________________________

7. If we (not run) back we (not crash) into the rest of the spectators
on their way down, and there (not be) this frightful accident.

___________________________________________________________
8. If the pain (return) you�d better take another pill.

___________________________________________________________
9. If you aren�t going to live in the house why you (not sell) it? If I

(have) a house I couldn�t use I (sell) it at once.
___________________________________________________________

10. No, I didn�t know any Russian at that time. - But if you (not know)
Russian why you (offer) to give him Russian lessons? - Because I knew that
he (refuse). He always rejected my offers.

___________________________________________________________
11. Tell him to bring his bicycle inside. If he (leave) it outside

someone (steal) it.
___________________________________________________________

12. Why do people always wear dark clothes at night? If pedestrians
(wear) light coloured clothes drivers (see) them much more easily.

___________________________________________________________
13. She must have loved him very much because she waited for him

for fifteen years. If she (not love) him she (not wait) so long.
___________________________________________________________

14. He looked so small and weak that nobody asked him to do
anything. If he (look) strong he (be) expected to dig all day like everyone
else.

___________________________________________________________
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15. The government are talking of pulling the village down to make
room for an airport. � If, they (start) doing it the village people (resist)?

___________________________________________________________
16. If you are catching an early train tomorrow you (like) to have

breakfast at 7.00?
___________________________________________________________

17. We�ll have to break the ice on the pond; otherwise the ducks (not
be able) to swim. And if they (not be able) to swim they (not be able) to
get food. (Use can/could forms where possible.)

___________________________________________________________
18. When he left school he became a fisherman. His family didn�t like

it at all. They (be) much happier if he (become) a greengrocer like his
father.

___________________________________________________________
19. They still say that if he (go) into the greengrocery business when

he left school he (be) comfortably off now instead of being poor.
___________________________________________________________

20. But he says that if he (have) his life again he (make) the same
choice.

___________________________________________________________
21. So many parcels and no baskets! If I (know) that we were going

to buy so much I (bring) a basket.
___________________________________________________________

22. No one bathes here. The water is heavily polluted. If you (bathe)
in it you (be) ill for a fortnight.

___________________________________________________________
23. I can hear the speaker all right but I wish I could see him too. � If

he (stand) on a barrel we all (see) him and that (be) much better.
___________________________________________________________

24. Look at poor Tom trying to start his car by hand again! If I (be)
Tom I (get) a new battery.

___________________________________________________________
25. I expect you�ll see Jack at the lecture tonight. If you (do) you

please (remind) him about tomorrow�s meeting?
___________________________________________________________

26. The headmaster decided that Peter was the culprit and expelled
him from the school. A more intelligent man (realise) that Peter couldn�t
have been guilty. (If the headmaster had been more intelligent, he....)

___________________________________________________________
27. But I blame the real culprit even more. If he (admit) his guilt

Peter (not be) expelled.
___________________________________________________________



57
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

28. The only thing I haven�t got is a balcony. If I (have) a balcony I
(grow) plants in pots. Then my flat (be) perfect!

___________________________________________________________
29. Jack rang while you were out. - Oh dear! If I (know) he was

going to ring I (stay) at home.
___________________________________________________________

30. My unmarried friends are always telling me how to bring up my
children. I sometimes think that if they (have) children they (make) just as
many mistakes as I do.

___________________________________________________________
31. (At a cinema) Ann: Don�t worry. They get married in the end.

Mary: Then you�ve seen it before. If you (tell) me that we (go) to something
else!

___________________________________________________________
32. Be careful about the time. If you (spend) too long on the first

question you (not have) enough time to do the others properly.
___________________________________________________________

33. We had a lot of trouble putting the tent up. If it (not be) so windy
perhaps it (not be) so difficult.

___________________________________________________________
34. Ann (sitting beside her open fire): I love open fires; if I (have)

nothing but a radiator to sit beside I (get) quite depressed.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 6. Finish the following sentences.
Model
If you don�t like films why did we go to cinema?

1. If you had a carpet on the stairs ____________________.
2. If you should see a snake ____________________.
3. If I lived in the country ____________________.
4. If you want to get to the station in time to catch the 8.10 train

____________________.
5. He was sleepwalking. When I saw him going towards the window

I stopped him. If I hadn�t stopped him ____________________.
6. She is simply terrified of rats. If she hears the rats running round

your attics she ____________________.
7. The milk wouldn�t have turned sour if ____________________.
8. They were completely lost and didn�t know which way to turn; but

for the dog ____________________.
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9. If you took a course in computer programming
____________________.

10. Jack (trying to phone Peter): I can hear the phone ringing. Peter
must be out. If he were in he ____________________.

11. If we have another puncture ____________________.
12. I could have walked more quickly if my suitcase

____________________.
13. My room would be all right if it ____________________.
14. If you aren�t going to use the car tomorrow ____________________?

Exercise 7. Complete the conversation with a suitable form of
the verb in brackets.

Two scouts, Alan and Bob, are sheltering from a storm. They are
discussing what has happened, and what to do now.

ALAN: We (carry on) will carry on  with our walk when the weather (clear
up)________.

BOB: Yes. But if I (know) ____________________ the weather was going to
be this bad, I (never set out) ____________________.

ALAN: Well, it�s a bit brighter now. If it (stop) __________________ raining, we
(easily be) ____________________ back at the camp by sunset.

BOB: I suppose things could be worse. Do you remember the hill-walk last
year? We (have to) ____________________ turn back almost as soon as
we (start) ____________________, when Charlie Dickinson (break)
____________________ his ankle.

ALAN: That�s right. And that was after we (spend) ____________________ ages
preparing for the walk.

BOB: Still, we were lucky that the accident happened so soon after we
(set out) __________________. If it (happen) ____________________ later,
we (have to) ____________________ carry Charlie for miles.

ALAN: Well just at this moment, I couldn�t carry anybody. If a helicopter
(come) ____________________ over the top of that hill, I (wave)
______________ _______ to the pilot for a lift.

BOB: There isn�t much chance of that. Anyway, my problem is my feet.
They�re killing me! I (put) ____________________ some ointment on
them if I (have) ____________________ any. But I forgot to pack it.

ALAN: Me too. But the rain�s stopped, so let�s go. Just think! When we (get)
____________________ a good, hot meal at the camp tonight, we (be)
____________ ________ glad that we came.

Exercise 8. Read the following letter. For each number, write
a sentence, using if. Write your sentences below the letter.



59
Ñîâðåìåííûé Ãóìàíèòàðíûé Óíèâåðñèòåò

Dear Alison,
It was great to hear from you. Thank for the congratulations and good

wishes. I�ll pass them on to Charlie when I see him at the weekend. Of
course we�re very excited about getting married, and frantically busy too,
needless to say.

You ask how we met. Well, it�s quite a funny story. Do you remember I
failed one of my final exams? That meant I had to spend part of the summer
in college. (1) And that meant I couldn�t go on holiday with my family. The
travel company refused to give up a refund because we cancelled too late. I
was pretty fed up about it.(2) Then something nice happened. I think the
travel agent felt sorry for me, because he had failed his final exam when he
was a student.(3) Anyway, he had a cancellation on a tour which started
later in the summer. So he was able to transfer my booking.(4) I was really
pleased. My father was too, as transferring the booking meant that his
money wasn�t being wasted.(5) So, I went on this tour. And I met this young
man. He was on his own too. He told me his girlfriend should have been with
him, but they�d had a row and she�d refused to come.(6) We were the only
ones travelling alone, so we found ourselves going round the sights
together.(7) He hadn�t read about the places we were visiting and I spent
most of my time telling him about them.(8) And that was it really. We found
we�d fallen in love. Wasn�t it lucky I failed that exam? That�s how I met my
future husband!(9)

Now I must rush off and do some shopping. Will you come and stay
soon? It�d be lovely if you could meet Charlie. Write soon. What have you
been up to recently?

Lots of love,
Cherry
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Exercise 9. Rewrite these sentences using the conjunctions in
brackets.

Model
If you gave me $10,000, I still (not go) down a coal mine. (even if)
Even if you gave me $10,000, I still wouldn�t go down a coal mine.

1. I (lend) you my book if you let me have it back by Monday. (on
(the) condition (that ))
___________________________________________________________

2. If you look after it, I (let) you keep my bicycle till the weekend.
(providing (that ))
___________________________________________________________

3. If you (not tell) anyone else, I�ll tell you what happened. (so long
as)
___________________________________________________________

4. If it (be) a holiday on Monday, we can drive to the seaside.
(assuming (that ))
___________________________________________________________

5. The children were never scolded if they (do) what they were told.
(so long as)
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 10. Put in the right conditionals.

The Secret of a Long Life
Grygori Pilikian recently celebrated his 114th birthday and reporters

visited him in his mountain village in Georgia to find out the secret of a
long life. �The secret of a long life,� Grygori said,� is happiness. If you (be)
.........are..... happy, you will live a long time.� �Are you married?� a reporter
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asked. �Yes,� Grygori replied. �I married my third wife when I was 102. If you
are happily married, you (live) ........................ for ever. But for my third wife, I
(die) ........................ years ago.� �What about smoking and drinking?� a
reporter asked. �Yes, they are important,� Grygori said. �Don�t smoke at all
and you (feel) ........................ well. Drink two glasses of wine a day and you
(be) ........................ healthy and happy.� �If you (can/live) ........................ your life
again, what (you/do) ........................?� a reporter asked. �I would do what
I have done. If I had had more sense, I (eat) ........................ more yoghourt!�
he chuckled. �Supposing you (can/change) ........................ one thing in your
life what (you/change) ........................?� another reporter asked. �Not
much,� Grygori replied. �So you don�t have any regrets?� �Yes, I have one
regret,� Grygori replied. �If I (know)  ....................... I was going to live so long,
I (look after) ........................ myself better!�

SUMMARY

Sometimes we can use any tenses in if-clauses, depending on the
context.

If he knew English well, he would have translated the article without
difficulty. (Type 2 + Type 3).

We can introduce conditionals with conjunctions which do not always
have exactly the same meaning as if, for example: assuming (that), even if,
on (the) condition (that), provided (or providing) that, so long as, suppose
and supposing:

Assuming (that) it�s fine tomorrow, we�ll go for a swim.
unless + affirmative verb = if + negative
Unless you start at once you�ll be late =
If you don�t start at once you�ll be late.
Unless you had a permit you couldn�t get a job =
If you hadn�t a permit you couldn�t get a job.
Note the difference between:
(a) Don�t call me if you need help
and
(b) Don�t call me unless you need help.
In (a) he won�t help her even if she needs help.
In (b) he will help her if she needs help but he doesn�t want non-

urgent calls.

Exercise 11. Translate the sentences:

1. Åñëè áû ÿ ýòî çíàë, ÿ áû íå ïðèøåë ñþäà.
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___________________________________________________________
2. Åñëè áû òû ïðèíÿë ýòî ëåêàðñòâî, òû áû ÷óâñòâîâàë ñåáÿ

íàìíîãî ëó÷øå ñåé÷àñ.
___________________________________________________________

3. Åñëè áû òû ïðî÷èòàë ñòàòüþ, êîòîðóþ ÿ ðåêîìåíäîâàë, òû áû
çíàë, êàê îòâå÷àòü íà òàêèå âîïðîñû.

__________________________________________________________________
4. ß áû ñäåëàë òî æå ñàìîå, åñëè áû ÿ áûë òàì.

___________________________________________________________
5. ß áû íèêîãäà íå ïîäóìàë, ÷òî ÷èñòèòü êàðòîøêó òàê ñëîæíî.

___________________________________________________________
6. ß çíàë, ÷òî îí ãëóï, íî ÿ áû íå ïîâåðèë, ÷òî îí ãëóï

íàñòîëüêî.
___________________________________________________________________

7. Åñëè áû ÿ áûë íà åãî ìåñòå, òî íå ñðóáèë áû ýòîò äóá.
___________________________________________________________

8. ß áû ïðîãîëîñîâàë çà íåå, åñëè áû èìåë ïðàâî ãîëîñà (to
have a vote).

___________________________________________________________________
9. ß ìîã ïî÷èíèòü êðûøó ñàì, åñëè áû ó ìåíÿ áûëa áîëåå

äëèííàÿ ëåñòíèöà.
___________________________________________________________

10. Åñëè áû òû ïðî÷èòàë èíñòðóêöèè âíèìàòåëüíî, òû áû íå
îòâåòèë íà íåïðàâèëüíûé âîïðîñ.

___________________________________________________________
11. Åñëè òû ïîåäåøü â Ïàðèæ, ãäå áû òû ñòàë îñòàíàâëèâàòüñÿ?

___________________________________________________________
12. Åñëè áû êòî-íèáóäü ïðåäëîæèë òåáå êóïèòü îäíî èç ýòèõ

êîëåö, êàêîå òû âûáåðåøü?
___________________________________________________________

13. Åñëè áû æåëåçíîäîðîæíàÿ ñòàíöèÿ áûëà áëèæå, ìû áû óæå
äàâíî òàì áûëè.

___________________________________________________________
14. Åñëè áû òû áîëåå óñèëåííî ðàáîòàë â ïðîøëîì ãîäó, òû áû

ñåé÷àñ ëó÷øå çíàë àíãëèéñêèé ÿçûê.
___________________________________________________________

15. Âîäèòåëü (ïîìåíÿâ êîëåñî): Âñå áóäåò â ïîðÿäêå, åñëè
òîëüêî íå áóäåò åùå îäíîãî ïðîêîëà.

___________________________________________________________
16. Åñëè áû ÿ áûë íà òâîåì ìåñòå, ÿ áû ïîøåë íà âå÷åðèíêó íà

ïðîøëîé íåäåëå.
___________________________________________________________
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17. Îí íå ïîéäåò íà âå÷åðèíêó, åñëè åãî íå ïðèãëàñÿò.
___________________________________________________________

18. Ìû äîñòàâèì ìàøèíó â äåêàáðå, ïðè óñëîâèè, ÷òî ìû
ïîëó÷èì çàêàç çà äåñÿòü äíåé.

___________________________________________________________
19. Åñëè îíà íå áóäåò óñèëåííî ðàáîòàòü, îíà íå çàêîí÷èò

ðàáîòó âîâðåìÿ.
___________________________________________________________

20. Îí î÷åíü òîðîïèëñÿ, è ó íåãî íå áûëî âðåìåíè îáäóìàòü ýòî.
Èíà÷å, îí áû íàøåë ëó÷øèé âûõîä.

___________________________________________________________
21. Õîðîøàÿ áóäåò ïîãîäà èëè íåò, ìû âñå ðàâíî ïîåäåì

êàòàòüñÿ íà ëîäêå.
__________________________________________________________________

22. Îí íå ñìîã áû ýòîãî ñäåëàòü, åñëè áû íå ïîïðîáîâàë.
___________________________________________________________

23. Òû ìîæåøü îñòàòüñÿ çäåñü, ïðè óñëîâèè, ÷òî áóäåøü âñå
ñîäåðæàòü â ïîðÿäêå.

___________________________________________________________
24. Ìû áû ïîìîãëè òåáå, áûëè áû ìû çàíÿòû èëè íåò.

___________________________________________________________
25. Åå îòåö ïëàòèò çà íåå; èíà÷å îíà íå áûëà áû çäåñü.

___________________________________________________________
26. ×òî åñëè ìû ïðîïóñòèì ïîåçä?

___________________________________________________________
27. Åñëè áû íå òóìàí, ìû áû óæå äàâíî äîñòèãëè ïóíêòà

íàçíà÷åíèÿ.
___________________________________________________________

28. Ó íåå áîëèò ãîëîâà; èíà÷å îíà ïîøëà áû ñ íàìè.
___________________________________________________________

29. Ìû áóäåì ðàáîòàòü çàâòðà, äàæå åñëè òû íå çàõî÷åøü.
___________________________________________________________

30. Çåìëÿ áûëà î÷åíü ìÿãêîé. Åñëè áû ýòî áûëî íå òàê, ìîÿ
ëîøàäü íå âûèãðàëà áû.

___________________________________________________________

ÓÐÎÊ 5   LESSON 5

The Subjunctive Mood
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Hypothesizing

As we saw in Unit 10, English tense usage can be divided into fact
and non-fact. There are certain constructions (including conditional
sentences) that have a hypothetical meaning, and the unreality that they
express is shown by shifting the verb form �backwards�.

I wish I knew the answer (but I don�t know it).
If only I hadn�t behaved so badly (but I did behave badly).

A. Hypothesizing about the present and future
1) Present and future time reference
The Simple Past tense form is used for present and future time

reference. Notice that were is used instead of was, especially in formal
style.

I wish I were taller!
if only he were here now!
Supposing! suppose you had a million pounds? What would you do?
2) Present state versus present action or event
When we hypothesize about a present state, the Simple Past tense

form is used.
I wish you lived nearer.
if only I had a car!

When we hypothesize about a present action or event, would is used.
I wish you�d help more in the house.
If only she wouldn�t wash her socks in the bath!
Would here expresses willingness in the first sentence, and annoying

habit in the second.
3) �I wish�/ �if only�
Notice that it is unusual to say I wish/if only I would (n�t)... because

we can control what we want or do. However, we can say I wish/if only I
could ...

I wish I could remember where I put my glasses.
If only I could give up smoking.
We can say I wish/if only... would to refer to a definite time in the

future, but only if we think that the action will probably not happen.
I wish she�d come with me tomorrow.
If only you�d fix the car this weekend, we could go for a drive.
If it is possible that our wish will be realized, then a different structure

such as I hope is needed.
I hope it doesn�t rain tomorrow.
4) Fact versus non-fact
Notice the difference between fact and non-fact in the following

pair of sentences.
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He looks as if he is French.
(Fact - it is perfectly possible that he is.)
He looks as if he were French.
(Non-fact - we know he isn�t.)
The same distinction is found with other as if/as though structures.
Why is that girl smiling at me as though she knew me?
He looks after her as though she were his sister.
He behaves as if he owned the place.
5) �It�s time�
It�s time can be followed by an infinitive.
It�s time to go to bed.
It�s time for us to go.
When we want to say that it is time for someone else to do

something, the construction it�s time + past tense form is often used.
It�s time you got your hair cut.
6) �Would rather�
Would rather can be followed by an infinitive (without to).
I�d rather have red wine, please.
When would rather is followed by another person, the construction

would rather + person + past tense form is used.
I�d rather you kept this a secret.
She would rather you paid by cheque.

B. Hypothesizing about the past
1) Past time reference
The Past Perfect tense form is used for past time reference.
I wish she hadn�t been so unkind.
If only the police had looked in the attic, they would have found him!
Supposing/suppose we had missed the plane? What would we have done?
2) �Would rather�
Would rather + the Past Perfect is possible, but it is more usual to

express the same idea using wish.
I�d rather you had said nothing.
I wish
3) Fact versus non-fact
Notice the difference between fact and non�fact in the following

sentences.
He looked as if he was tired.
(Fact - this is probably how he felt.)
He looked as if he had seen a ghost.
(Non-fact - very improbable.)

C. Would like
Would like can be used with a perfect infinitive to talk about things

we wish we had done.
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I would like to have lived in the eighteenth century.
This can also be expressed by would have liked followed by either

an ordinary infinitive or a perfect infinitive.
I would have liked to live in the eighteenth
I would have liked to have lived      century.
The same forms can be used to refer to the present and the future if

it is contrary to fact.
I would like to have stayed in          tonight, instead
I would have liked to stay in             of going out.
I would have liked to have stayed in

The Present Subjunctive

A. After verbs, adjectives, and nouns
The Present Subjunctive is used in that clauses after verbs,

adjectives, and nouns that express a necessity, plan, or intention for the
future (or the future-in-the-past).

She insisted that he help her.
The judge demands that the prisoner tell the truth.
NB The subjunctive is the same whether the sentence is present or

past.
Verbs that follow this pattern are: order, command, insist,

demand, request, ask, recommend, propose, suggest, and others,
with similar meanings. Remember that they must be followed by a that
clause.

Adjectives that follow this pattern are: important, vital, essential,
necessary, desirable, and others with similar meaning.

Nouns that follow this pattern are related to the verbs listed above:
for example, order, request, proposal, suggestion.

B. Alternatives to the subjunctive
The Present Subjunctive is not very common in modern British

English, and is used mainly in formal style. It can be avoided in all the
above examples by using should.

She insisted that he should help her.
The judge demands that the prisoner should tell the truth.
The subjunctive is sometimes avoided by using an indicative form in

its place.
She insisted that he helped her.
The judge demands that the prisoner tells the truth.
However, this is not always possible, and it is better to use should if

you wish to avoid the subjunctive.

C. The Past Subjunctive
There is a Past Subjunctive in English, but it is only visible with the
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form were to express non-fact.
I were rich, I�d give all my money to you.
I wish he were here now.

Exercises

Exercise 1. Expressing wishes
Respond to the following facts with a wish.
a. My eldest son isn�t very bright.
I wish he __________________________________
b. You worry too much.
I wish you __________________________________
c. I overslept this morning and I was late for work.
If only ___________________________________________
d. She�s desperately shy.
If only ___________________________________________
e. I don�t want you to drive sofar in one day.
I�d rather .__________________________________
f. I�ve been given the sack!
If only ________________________________________
g. I want you to settle down and get a decent job.
It�s time _________________________________________
h. He won�t apologize for breaking it.
I wish ______________________________________
i. She drank too much at the party.
She wishes ________________________________
j. I really want to give up smoking.
If only _____________________________________
k. My father didn�t want me to marry Jim.
He�d rather _________________________________
1. I had to lie to her.
If only __________________________________________
m. Everybody except us has a word processor these days.
It�s about time __________________________________
n. He couldn�t complete it on time.
He wishes ______________________________________
o. She had her hair cut really short.
She wishes ________________________________

Exercise 2. Contrasting wishes with facts
Complete the following hypothetical statements with a short factual

comment.
I wish I weren�t hard-up all the time but __I am_____
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a. I wish I earned more but _____________________
b. If only I had listened but ____________________
c. If only I had a better typewriter but _________________
d. If only I hadn�t been made redundant but _______________
e. I wish he wouldn�t criticize me all the time but _______________
f. I wish we�d left earlier but ___________________
g. I wish he would leave but ____________________
h. If only you�d been more thorough but _________________
i. If only she�d had more time but ____________
j. She wishes he would remember their anniversary but _____________
k. If only she loved me but _____________________
l. They wish they knew the answer but __________________

Exercise 3. Tense usage for fact and non-fact (1)

Put the verb in brackets in an appropriate tense to express either
fact or non-fact. Where there is no verb ______, insert an auxiliary verb.
A I wish we (a) ___________ (not have) to go out tonight, but we have

no choice. I (b) ___________ (like) to stay in and watch the film on
television. If only we (c) __ __ __! If only your boss (d) ___________ (not
invite) us!

Â I know, but it�s important. It (e) ___________ (be) alright if he (f)
____________ (not go) on and on about how wonderful his children
are, but he always (g) __ __ __. He talks as if they (h) ___________ (be)
angels, but they (i) ___________ always ___________ (misbehave).

A Listen! Suppose we (j) ___________ (ring) them and (k) __________
(say) that we (l) __________ (break) down on the way there. That�s a
good excuse, isn�t it?

Â No, I�d rather we (m) ___________ (go). Don�t worry. It (n) ___________
(not last) for long. Just look as though you (o) ___________ (enjoy)
yourself.

A All right. Sorry.

Exercise 4. Tense usage for fact and non-fact (2)

Put the verb in brackets in an appropriate tense or verb form.
A Hello, dear. Have a nice day at the office?
Â No.
A You look as if you (a) ___________ (can) do with a drink. What�s the

matter?
Â It�s Annie at the office. She acts as though she (b) _____._____ (be) the

only one who (c) ___________ (do) any work. She (d) ___________
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always ___________ (go on) about her sales record, and how many
business machines she (e) ___________ (sell) this month. So I told her
what I (f)   _. ______ (think) of her today.

A Oh dear! I (g) ___________ (not do) that. I think I (h) ___________ (try) to
be a bit more diplomatic. How did she take it?

B She blew up.
A I (i) ___________ (love) (j) ___________ (see) her face when you (k)

___________ (tell) her!
B I (1) ___________ (not mind) if she just (m) ___________ (listen) to other

people sometimes! And she�s always telling us about where she goes
and what she does in the evening. As if it (n) ___________ (matter)! It�s
all her wonderful home and her wonderful husband!

A Yes, and from what I�ve heard, it�s not as though she (o) ___________.
(have) much to boast about! What if you all (p) ___________ (ignore)
her? Do you think that (q) _______. _ (work)?

B No.
A How much does she earn? Twenty thousand a year?
B I (r) _______.___ (not think) she (s) __________ (earn) as much as that,

judging by the way she dresses. She looks as though she (t)
___________ (get) all her clothes from jumble sales.

A Is the office busy at the moment?
B Terribly. I was given three new projects today. As if I (u) __________

(not have) enough to do already! I (v) ___________ (like) (w)
___________ turn them down, but I had to accept them.

A You sound as though things (x) ___________ (get) you down at the
moment.

B You can say that again!

Exercise 5. Transforming to a �that� clause

The verbs in the following sentences are followed either by an -ing
form or an infinitive. Rewrite the sentences to include a that clause. In
some cases you will need to use the present subjunctive or should.
a. I insist on her telling me the truth.

__________________________________________________________________
b. He promised to come on time.

__________________________________________________________________
c. I admit telling you lies.

__________________________________________________________________
d. He recommended having the trout. So I did.

__________________________________________________________________
e. I propose setting another date for the meeting. Do we agree?

__________________________________________________________________
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f. I am asking you to allow him to go free.
__________________________________________________________________

g. The king ordered his followers to raise an army.
__________________________________________________________________

h. �I suggest getting an early night,� I said to my son, who was yawning.
__________________________________________________________________

i. I complained about the cold food and the bad service.
__________________________________________________________________

j. I am convinced of his honesty.
__________________________________________________________________

k. The company requests visitors to fill in a name tag.
__________________________________________________________________

l. I command every citizen to swear allegiance to me.
__________________________________________________________________

REVISION

Exercise 1. Put the verb into the correct form.
Model

If you found a wallet in the street, what would you do with it?
(find)
I must hurry. My friend will be annoyed if I�m not in time. (not/be)
I didn�t realise that Gary was in hospital. If I had known he was in
hospital, I would have gone to visit him. (know)

1. If the phone ........................ can you answer it? (ring)
2. I can�t decide what to do. What would you do if you ...........................

in my position? (be)
3. A:  What shall we do tomorrow?

B:  Well, if it ........................ a nice day, we can go to the beach. (be)
4. A:  Let�s go to the beach.

B:  No, it�s too cold. If it .......................... warmer, I wouldn�t mind
going to the beach. (be)

5. A:  Did you go to the beach yesterday?
B:  No, it was too cold. If it ..................... warmer, we might have
gone there. (be)

6. If you................................... enough money to go anywhere in the
world, where would you go? (have)

7. I�m glad we had a map. I�m sure we would have got lost if we
............................................. one. (not/have)

8. The accident was your fault. If you ...................................... more
carefully, it wouldn�t have happened. (drive)

9. A:  Why do you read newspapers?
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B:  Well, if I............................. newspapers, I wouldn�t know what was
happening in the world. (not/read)

Exercise 2. Complete the sentences.
Model
Liz is tired all the time. She shouldn�t go to bed so late.
If Liz didn�t go to bed so late, she wouldn�t be tired all the time.
1. It�s rather late. I don�t think Ann will come to see us now. I�d be

surprised if Ann .....................................
2. I�m sorry I disturbed you. I didn�t know you were busy. If I�d known

you were busy, I ....................
3. The dog attacked you, but only because you provoked it. If

................................................
4. I don�t want them to be upset, so I�ve decided not to tell them

what happened. They ............................ if .....................
5. Unfortunately, I didn�t have an umbrella and so I got very wet in

the rain. I ..............................
6. Martin failed his driving test last week. He was very nervous and

that�s why he failed. If he .......................................

Exercise 3. Use your own ideas to complete these sentences.
Model
I�d go out this evening if ... the weather were fine.

1. I�d have gone out last night if ________________________________ .
2. If you hadn�t reminded me, __________________________________ .
3. We wouldn�t have been late if _______________________________ .
4. If I�d been able to get tickets, ________________________________ .
5. Who would you phone if _____________________________________ .
6. Cities would be nicer places if _______________________________ .

Exercise 4.
Millford Football Club isn�t doing very well. The manager is dreaming

of things that are unlikely to happen, or are not real possibilities.
Write down what he thinks, according to the information given

below. Decide whether the if-clause should go in the first or the
second half of the sentence.
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Exercise 5. Choose the correct form of the verbs.
Model
We�ll have to go without John if he doesn�t arrive soon.

1. If I miss/I�ll miss the bus this afternoon, I�ll get a taxi instead.
2. They won�t refund/didn�t refund your money if you haven�t kept

your receipt.
3. Will you send me a postcard when you reach/you�ll reach Mexico?
4. If I make some coffee, do you cut/will you cut the cake?
5. Did you work/Would you work harder if you were better paid?
6. If you don�t complain/didn�t complain so much, you might be more

popular.
7. Please don�t sign any contracts before I�m checking /I�ve checked

them.
8. Weren�t my friends/Wouldn�t my friends be envious if they could

only see me now!

Exercise 6. Fill the gaps in the sentences, using the words
given.
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Model
If I had more money, would you marry (you/marry) me?

1. He wouldn�t help you if .......................(he /not/like) you.
2. .................................... (you/find) the machine is quite simple to

operate if you look at the manual.
3. ...................................(your parents/ not/be) proud if they could see

you now?
4. If........................................... (I/not/revise) thoroughly, I may fail my test.
5. If you wanted to buy someone a really good present, what sort of

thing...................................(you /look for)?
6. You�d have a lot more friends if ................. ................................... (you/

not/be) so mean.
7. How........................................(you/ feel) if you were in my position?
8. Would you change your job if ............................................ (you/can)?

Exercise 7. Complete the questions in the conversations.

1. EVA: I don�t know what�s happened to my dictionary. I�ve looked
everywhere for it.

SUE: What will you do if you don�t find it?
EVA: I suppose I�ll have to buy a new one.

2. TIM: I�m thinking of applying for the manager�s job.
ANN: Really? How ................. if ...................?
TIM: Oh, about £2,000 a year more than now, I suppose.

3. MAY: I don�t know what I�m going to do about money. I can�t even pay
this week�s rent.

LEE: ................. if ...................?
MAY: Well, it would help, of course. But I can�t borrow from you.
LEE: Don�t be silly. How much do you want?

4. IAN: This room is so dark and dull.
PHIL: What ...................... if ............?
IAN: White, I think. And I�d have white curtains.
PHIL: You�d spend a lot of time cleaning it.
IAN: But at least I�d be able to see!

5. BIIL: I don�t think I�m going to pass my driving test next week.
BEN: What................if .......................?
BIIL: I won�t be able to get the job I want at the warehouse. They said
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I must be able to drive.

Exercise 8. Lisa is talking to her tutor about what she might do
when she leaves college. Use the words given to make sentences.

TUTOR: Do you have any plans for next year?
____________________________________________________________

LISA: Well, I/travel/if I/ afford it. But I don�t have any money.
I�d travel if I could afford it.
____________________________________________________________

TUTOR: If you/find/a job abroad /you/take it?
____________________________________________________________

LISA: If it/be/somewhere I want to go /I/certainly  consider it carefully.
____________________________________________________________

TUTOR: What about working as an �au pair�?
____________________________________________________________

LISA: I/only/consider/ that if I/be/sure about the family.
If they/not/treat/me well, /I/be very miserable.
____________________________________________________________

TUTOR: Yes. You/have to be sure to use a reputable agency. We have a
list in the office. I/get/you one if you /be interested.
____________________________________________________________

LISA: Yes, I am. Um, if I / decide / to apply / you / give / me a
reference?
____________________________________________________________

TUTOR: Of course. Well, I hope you succeed, whatever you decide to do it.
____________________________________________________________

LISA: Thank you very much. I�ll let you know.
____________________________________________________________

TUTOR: Yes, I�d like that. Goodbye.
____________________________________________________________

LISA: Goodbye.
____________________________________________________________

Exercise 9. Write questions using if which might produce the
following answers.

Model
What would you do if someone gave you a diamond necklace? I�d

probably give it to my mother.

1. __________________________________? I�d share it with my friends.
____________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________ ? I�d call the police.
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____________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________ ? We�d get out as fast as we could.

____________________________________________________________
4. _________________________ ? I�d ask my teacher�s advice about it.

____________________________________________________________
5. __________________________________ ? He�d be extremely angry.

____________________________________________________________
6. ___________________________________ ? She�d probably fall over.

____________________________________________________________
7. ________________________________________ ? I�d be late for class.

____________________________________________________________
8. ________________________________ ? We�d sail around the world.

____________________________________________________________
9. _____________________________ ? They�d never make any money.

____________________________________________________________
10. __________________________________ ? There�d be no more wars.

____________________________________________________________

Exercise 10. Look at the questions you wrote for 9. Now write
your own answers to some of your questions.

Model
What would you do if someone gave you a diamond necklace? I�d

sell it and buy a horse.
1. ..........................................
2. ..........................................
3. ..........................................
4. ..........................................
5. ..........................................
6. ..........................................
7. ..........................................
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8. ..........................................
9. ..........................................
10. .........................................

Exercise 11. Match the two halves of these sentences.

1 If you are promoted a you�d be able to change the
system.

2 If you lost your job b would you have left the firm?
3 If you were promoted c you won�t be sacked.
4 If you hadn�t been promoted d you won�t get a reference.
5 If you had lost your job e will you make any changes?
6 If you apologise f you�d regret it.
7 If you are fired g you�d have lost your car as well.

Exercise 12. Complete the following conversations.

1. SEAN: Why didn�t you go to the party last night?
JIM: I wasn�t invited.
SEAN: So would you have gone if you�d been invited?

2. JILL: Jane�s a very bright girl, isn�t she?
MILLY: Yes. I ����������� if ������� as bright as she is.
JILL: What would you do instead?
MILLY: I�d get a job doing something exciting, where I�d meet

interesting people and visit lots of different places.

3. SAM: Why did you ask Veronica about her boyfriend? It really upset her.
MICK: Well I didn�t realise they�d split up.
SAM: You didn�t know, then?
MICK: Of course not. If �������������

4. TIM: Hey, look at that motorbike. What a beauty.
PAT: Look out! Mind that litter bin.
TIM: Ouch! I�ve hurt my leg.
PAT: Serves you right. You  ��������if

�������������
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5. BEN: Can I have a sandwich?
JOE: Well, I�ve only got this one left. No one told me you were going

to be here.
BEN: If ���������������������������������?
JOE: Of course, I would. Remember to let me know next time.

6. JOHN: Do you love me?
ROSE: You know I do.
JOHN: Would ����������������������������?
ROSE. But you�re rich.
JOHN: I�ve just lost all my money.
ROSE: You�re joking!
JOHN: Well, yes, I am. But if �����������?
ROSE: I�d say good-bye.
JOHN: Now you�re joking.
ROSE: Oh no, I�m not!

Exercise 13. Look at the pairs of pictures below and imagine
yourself in each situation. Write what you would say using if. There
may be several possibilities for each pair.
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Exercise 14. Complete the following sentences with your own
ideas.

1. What will you do if you miss your plane?
_______________________________________________________________

2. He�d be more friendly if he realised who we were.
_______________________________________________________________

3. If I hadn�t arrived, they wouldn�t have known what to do.
_______________________________________________________________
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4. If I lend you this book, will you take great care of it?
_______________________________________________________________

5. You wouldn�t have felt ill if you ................
_______________________________________________________________

6. If she didn�t gossip about her friends, she .......
_______________________________________________________________

7. Would you forgive me if I ...............?
_______________________________________________________________

8. What would happen if I .................?
_______________________________________________________________

9. If he had listened to my advice, he ...........?
_______________________________________________________________

10. If you were asked to work overtime, ...........?
_______________________________________________________________

11. If they ask you for money, .....................?
_______________________________________________________________

12. Would you have sold your car if ................?
_______________________________________________________________

13. If you see my brother, ......................
_______________________________________________________________

14. They wouldn�t mind if we ....................
_______________________________________________________________

15. She�ll soon feel better if she .............
_______________________________________________________________

16. If you had been arrested, .................?
_______________________________________________________________

Exercise 15. Now look at the situations described below. For
each one, write a sentence using if. Study the examples carefully.

1. You should take more exercise because that�s the way to get fit. If
you take more exercise you�ll get fit.
___________________________________________________________

2. Road travel is cheaper than rail travel in this country. As a result
we have lots of traffic jams. If road travel weren�t (wasn�t)
cheaper than rail travel in this country we wouldn�t have so many
traffic jams.
___________________________________________________________

3. Cutting down rainforests has caused many unique plants and
animals to become extinct. Many unique plants and animals
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wouldn�t have become extinct, if people hadn�t cut down
rainforests.
___________________________________________________________

4. I can�t take much exercise because I don�t have enough free
time. If I ��������� more free time, I ���������

5. Many people didn�t realise that smoking was dangerous when
they were young. Now they are middle-aged and they are
having serious health problems. If people ���������, they
��������� now when they are middle-aged.

6. Hardly anyone was concerned about pollution in the 1960s. The
first motorways were built then. The first motorways
��������� if more people ��������� in the 1960s.

7. The schoolchildren sowed some seeds, but they forgot to water
them so they didn�t grow. The seeds ��������� if the
schoolchildren ���������

8. It�s important to protect wildlife now or there will be nothing left
for future generations. If we ���������, there
��������� for future generations.

9. People don�t realise how important it is to conserve energy, so
they do nothing about it. If people ��������� they
������.......��� something about it.

Exercise 16. Complete the following sentences in an
appropriate way, using either might or could + an infinitive (present
or past).

a. If I don�t have too much work tonight, I could go out.

b. My car�s being repaired at the moment. Sorry. If I had it, I
_______________________________________________

c. If I earned more money, I _______________________
d. Four people died in a fire at their home. If they had had a smoke

detector, they __________________________
e. If you were more understanding of other people, ______________

____________________________________________
f. If it�s a nice day on Sunday, we _________________
g. I�ve got terrible toothache. If the dentist decides I�ve got a bad

tooth, ___________________________________
h. The ship had no life boats, and twenty-five people drowned. If

_____________________________________________
i. I started writing poetry after I�d met a famous poet at a cocktail

party. He encouraged me to start. If _________________________
__________________________________________
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j. It�s a lovely day, and the sea�s beautifully warm. What a pity we
didn�t bring our swimming costumes! If ________________________
__________________________________________

Exercise 17. Put  the  verb in  brackets  in  an appropriate
tense  or  verb form.  Where there is no verb,---, insert an auxiliary
verb. Sometimes more than one form is possible.

I met my wife while I was on a cruise. I fell ill, and she was the ship�s
doctor. Now we run a health food shop. Just think! If I (a)  didn�t go  (not
go) on that cruise and (b) ______________________ (fall) ill, I (c) ____________
_______ (not marry) her, our children (d) ____________________ (not be born)
and I (e) ____________________ still _____________________ (work) as a teacher.

I haven�t got a car, but if I (f) ___________, I (g) _______________________
(be able) to drive into the country at the weekend. I think I (h) __________
___________ (try) to buy one as soon as I (i) ______________________ (can). It
(j) _______________________ (be) so convenient.

Harry is a remarkable chap! He�s sixty now, and (k) _______________
________ (work) all his life as a designer. He (l) _______________________
(retire) next year. He has so much talent that he (m) ______________________
(make) a success of any job he (n) ___________________ (turn) his hand to,
but he always says he is happy in what he (o) _______________________ (do). I
think he (p) _______________________ (be) a very good administrator in
something like the Civil Service. He (q) _______________________ (can) (rise)
very high in it, maybe even to ministerial level. On the other hand, I don�t
think he (r) _______________________ (enjoy) it so much as being a designer,
where he (s) ___________________ (be) his own boss.

Exercise 18. Write conditional sentences, combining types 2
and 3 for the following situations. The first two have been started
for you.

a. Anne and John are having a row because she borrowed his tennis
racket and lost it.

They wouldn�t have a row if Anne hadn�t borrowed his tennis racket
and lost it.

b. Jane is a very reliable journalist. That is why she was promoted to
desk editor.

If she weren�t ________________
c. I�m afraid of travelling by air, so I had to go to America by boat.
___________________________________________________________
d. She doesn�t know anything about first aid, so she couldn�t help

him.
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______________________________________________________________

Exercise 19. Using the information given, make sentences
using �if�. Use one of the types of conditional sentences indicated in
the examples.

Model
I may feel hungry later. In that case I�ll eat the sandwiches.
If I feel hungry, I�ll eat the sandwiches.
I don�t feel tired so I�m not going to go to bed.
If I felt tired, I would go to bed.

1. We plan to go abseiling on Sunday, but it all depends on the
weather.
___________________________________________________________

2. Tony doesn�t show any interest in his schoolwork, but then his
parents never encourage him.
___________________________________________________________

3. I could enter the competition and I might possibly win.
___________________________________________________________

4. The house is over there, only ten minutes� walk from here using
the short cut across the park.
___________________________________________________________

5. Sally keeps getting colds. She doesn�t look after herself.
___________________________________________________________

6. Robert works far too hard and is in danger of giving himself a
heart attack.
___________________________________________________________

7. The weather forecast says there will be a severe storm tonight. I�m
worried about the hole in the roof.
___________________________________________________________

8. The train is already standing at the platform. You�d better run for
it.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 20. Using the information given, make sentences
using if. Start with the words shown.

Model
It was raining so we stayed at home.
If it hadn�t been raining we wouldn�t have stayed at home.

1. Martin didn�t set his alarm. He woke up late.
If Martin .......................................
2. Tom left the milk out of the fridge and it went off.
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The milk ........................................
3. Alison didn�t get promoted so she resigned.
If Alison .......................................
4. Chris had to walk home because he didn�t have enough money for

the bus fare.
If Chris .........................................
5. The climbers were stranded when the weather deteriorated

suddenly before they reached the summit.
The climbers ....................................
6. The helicopter spotted the injured climber. As a result he was

rescued.
The injured climber...............................
7. John invested all his savings in one company but then the company

went into liquidation and he lost everything he had.
John ............................................
8. Only by making a huge effort was the sales force able to achieve

the target they had been set.
The sales force ......................................................
9. The crew acted swiftly in lowering the emergency chute and the

passengers all escaped.
If the crew .....................................
10. The teacher shortage was caused by a lack of planning on the

part of the authorities.
There ............................................

Exercise 21. Using the information given, make sentences
using �if�.

Model
Teresa got thin because she failed to eat what was necessary to

maintain her body weight.
Teresa wouldn�t got thin if she ate what was necessary to maintain her

body weight.

1. Thanks to the presence of a smoke detector the fire was
discovered and dealt with in time.

___________________________________________________________
2. There are no railings on that section of the river bank and that�s

why the child fell in.
___________________________________________________________

3. The car ran out of petrol in the middle of the countryside. Not
surprisingly, since Anthony didn�t look at the fuel gauge once while he was
driving.
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___________________________________________________________
4. There was a huge outcry mainly because the wood was destroyed

in order to make way for the new motorway.
___________________________________________________________

5. The disease spread rapidly because the health authorities failed to
alert people to the danger.

___________________________________________________________
6. The pipe cracked last winter because the water had not been

disconnected.
___________________________________________________________

7. The tomato plants were withering until Robert ensured they got a
plentiful supply of fertiliser.

___________________________________________________________
8. The earthquake caused a small amount of damage only because

most of the houses had been specially constructed to withstand the shock.
___________________________________________________________

9. Shirley phoned the service engineer to arrange a visit because
the washing-machine was playing up.

___________________________________________________________

Exercise 22. Using the information given, make sentences
using �if�.

Model
I�ve got toothache. I missed my last check-up at the dentist�s.
I wouldn�t have toothache now if I hadn�t missed my last check-up at

the dentist�s.

1. Sam left the book on the grass and it rained. Now it�s wet.
___________________________________________________________

2. Billy can�t understand what Madame Maurice is saying. He never
made any effort to keep up his French after he left school.

___________________________________________________________
3. Sarah spent the whole afternoon lying in the sun. Now she is

complaining about being sunburnt.
___________________________________________________________

4. Jane can�t do her skirt up. She ate too much while on holiday.
___________________________________________________________

5. The builder didn�t do a good job when he put up the conservatory.
It�s letting in water now.

___________________________________________________________
6. The family is heavily in debt. They have been living beyond their

means since they bought their new house.
___________________________________________________________

7. I can�t offer you any biscuits. The children ate them all this morning.
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___________________________________________________________
8. We had the car serviced regularly. It�s still running very smoothly.

___________________________________________________________
9. The windows look spotlessly clean because the window-cleaner

came yesterday.
___________________________________________________________

10. I�m lost. I didn�t bring a map.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 23. Discuss how the use of tenses and verb forms
changes the meaning in the following sentences.

1. If I get a job, I�ll be able to pay off my debts.
If I got a job, I�d have to change my whole lifestyle.
___________________________________________________________

2. Give me a ring tomorrow.
I will if I can.
___________________________________________________________

Give me a ring tomorrow.
I would if I could.
___________________________________________________________

3. If you will play with matches, then it�s your fault if you get burnt.
If you play with matches, you might burn yourself.
___________________________________________________________

4. If he doesn�t come, let me know.
If he won�t come, let me know.
___________________________________________________________

5. Will it be all right if I use your phone?
Would it be all right if I used your phone?

___________________________________________________________
6. If I had spoken more confidently at the interview, they would have

offered me the job.
If I spoke Spanish, they would have offered me the job.
___________________________________________________________

7. If I had accepted the job, my husband would have been pleased.
If I had accepted the job, I would be in Spain now.
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___________________________________________________________

8. I would come with you tomorrow if I hadn�t already arranged to
go to Paris.
I would come with you tomorrow if I weren�t going to Paris.
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 24. Put the verbs in brackets in the most appropriate
tense or verb form.

1. Where on earth are we?
If we ________ (bring) the map with us, we _________ (know) where

we are.
If we ________ (bring) the map with us, we ________ (not get) lost.
If we ________ (bring) the map with us, we __________ (arrive) by now.

2. I�d go to the party
if someone ________ (tell) me about it earlier.
if I ________ (know) who else __________ (go) to it.
if I__________(not have) an exam tomorrow.
if I ________ (not go) out with Susan.

3. I can�t help you. I�m sorry. If I ______ (know) anything about
cars,

I _______ (can) tell you what to do.
I ________ (repair) my own car last month.
I _________ (not buy) this old car. It�s a wreck!

4. Just look at the weather! What a horrible day! If it ________
(not rain),

we ______ (go) for a picnic.
we _______ (play) tennis now.
we _______ (not sit) here with nothing to do.

Exercise 25. Combine these pairs of sentences using
conjunctions: if, when, as soon as, after, before, until.

Model
I�ll go to the movies on Thursday afternoon.
I won�t have a French class. (if)
I�ll go to the movies on Thursday afternoon if I don�t have a French

class.

1. We�ll have to wait for Jane. She�ll be late again. (if)
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___________________________________________________________
2. We won�t be able to settle the matter. The manager�ll be back

from Boston. (before)
___________________________________________________________

3. He�ll be able to take pictures. The weather will be fine tomorrow.
(if)
___________________________________________________________

4. The librarian will stamp my books. I�ll go to my Spanish class.
(after, as soon as)
___________________________________________________________

5. He�ll attend classes. He�ll be well again. (when)
___________________________________________________________

6. The day�ll be bright. They�ll sit in the deck chairs and enjoy the sea.
(if)
___________________________________________________________

7. You�ll go on a diet. You won�t feel OK. (until)
___________________________________________________________

8. You�ll do well in school. You�ll do your homework every day. (if)
___________________________________________________________

Exercise 26. Finish the following sentences.

1. There were plenty of fish in the bay; if we�d had fishing lines we
would have gone fishing.

2. The hijackers threatened to kil l the pilot unless he
_________________.

3. We�ll test your voice and if it is good enough _________________.
4. If buses and trains were free _________________.
5. If children were allowed to do exactly as they liked in school

_________________.
6. I�d have taken a photograph if _________________.
7. Your job sounds awful. If I were you _________________.
8. If you thought he was unreliable why _________________?
9. If I�d known that there was going to be an electricity strike I

_________________.
10. If the price of petrol goes up _________________.
11. You can camp in this field provided _________________.
12. Unless you isolate people with infectious diseases

_________________.
13. Everyone was going much too fast. The pile-up wouldn�t have

been nearly so terrible if the drivers _________________.
14. They would have paid you more if _________________.
15. If you don�t boil the water before you drink it _________________.
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16. He expected absolute punctuality. He was furious if
_________________.

17. If you lived on the 40th floor and there was a power strike
_________________.

18. We could have got seats _________________.
19. Tom (looking at his watch): We�ll have to go without Peter if

_________________.
20. If you breathe a word of this to anybody _________________.

Exercise 27. Supply the correct mood of the verb in brackets.
Model
If they didn�t help (not to help) us we wouldn�t find  (not to find) the

way.

1. If I (to have) enough money I (to buy) this tape-recorder.
___________________________________________________________

2. You (to be) able to speak English better if you (to study) harder.
___________________________________________________________

3. If she (to be) older she (to understand) you better.
___________________________________________________________

4. If he (to be) in town yesterday he (to call) on us.
___________________________________________________________

5. We (to enjoy) the play better if it (not to be) so long.
___________________________________________________________

6. My uncle (to be) able to help us if he (to be) here.
___________________________________________________________

7. I (to do) the same if I (to be) there.
___________________________________________________________

8. If I (to know) of your arrival I (to meet) you.
___________________________________________________________

9. If you (to know) what it is all about, you (not to keep on) smiling.
___________________________________________________________

10. If you (to go) to the theatre last night, I�m sure, you (to enjoy) the
play.
___________________________________________________________

11. He (to act) differently if he (to realise) the situation.
___________________________________________________________

12. If she (to come) earlier she (to be) able to see them before they
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went out.
___________________________________________________________

13. Nobody told me about your trouble. I (to help) you if I (to hear)
about it.
___________________________________________________________

14. I (to come) sooner if I (to know) you were here.
___________________________________________________________

15. We (not to know) anything about their plans for the summer
holidays if Mario (not to send) us a letter.
___________________________________________________________

16. If you (to come) between two and three yesterday you (to find)
him in.
___________________________________________________________

17. If I (to be) you I (to have) a long walk in the park.
___________________________________________________________

18. If I (can) help you I readily (to do) so, but you know I can�t.
___________________________________________________________

19. I must be off now. If it (not to be) so late I (to stay) a little longer.
___________________________________________________________

FILE OF MATERIALS

Irregular Verbs

Base Past Simple Past Perfect
arise arose have arisen
awake awoke have awoken
bear* bore have borne
beat beat have beaten
become became have become
begin began have begun
bend bent have bent
bet bet have bet
bind bound have bound
bite bit have bitten
bleed bled have bled
blow blew have blown
break broke have broken
breed bred have bred
bring brought have brought
broadcast broadcast have broadcast
build built have built
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burn burnt /burned have burnt /burned
burst burst have burst
buy bought have bought
cast cast have cast
catch caught have caught
choose chose have chosen
cling clung have clung
come came have come
cost cost have cost
creep crept have crept
cut cut have cut
deal dealt have dealt
dig dug have dug
do did have done
draw drew have drawn
dream dreamt /dreamed have dreamt/dreamed
drink drank have drunk
drive drove have driven
eat ate have eaten
fall fell have fallen
feed fed have fed
feel felt have felt
fight fought have fought
find found have found
flee fled have fled
fly flew have flown
forbid forbade have forbidden
forecast forecast have forecast
forget forgot have forgotten
forgive forgave have forgiven
freeze froze have frozen
get got have got
give gave have given
go went have gone
grow grew have grown
hang hung have hung
hear heard have heard
hide hid have hid /hidden
hit hit have hit
hold held have held
hurt hurt have hurt
keep kept have kept
kneel knelt/kneeled have knelt/kneeled
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knit knit have knit (ted)
know knew have known
lay laid have laid
lead led have led
lean leant /leaned have leant /leaned
leap leapt /leaped have leapt /leaped
learn learnt /learned have learnt /learned
leave left have left
lend lent have lent
let let have let
lie lay have lain
light lit /lighted have lit/lighted
lose lost have lost
make made have made
mean meant have meant
meet met have met
pay paid have paid
put put have put
read read have read
ride rode have ridden
ring rang have rung
rise rose have risen
run ran have run
saw sawed have sawn (ed)
say said have said
see saw have seen
seek sought have sought
sell sold have sold
send sent have sent
set set have set
sew sewed have sewn (ed)
shake shook have shaken
shine shone have shone
shoot shot have shot
show showed have shown
shrink shrank have shrunk
shut shut have shut
sing sang have sung
sink sank have sunk
sit sat have sat
sleep slept have slept
smell smelt/smelled have smelt /smelled
sow sowed have sown /sowed
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speak spoke have spoken
speed sped have sped
spend spent have spent
spin spun have spun
spit spat have spat
split split have split
spoil spoilt/spoiled have spoilt /spoiled
spread spread have spread
spring sprang have sprung
stand stood have stood
steal stole have stolen
stick stuck have stuck
sting stung have stung
stink stank � have stunk
strike struck have struck
swear swore have sworn
sweep swept have swept
swim swam have swum
swing swung have swung
take took have taken
teach taught have taught
tear tore have torn
tell told have told
think thought have thought
throw threw have thrown
thrust thrust have thrust
understand understood have understood
wake woke have woken
wear wore have worn
weep wept have wept
win won have won
wind wound have wound
withdraw withdrew have withdrawn
write wrote have written

*bear is often used in the passive, with a different past
participle, e.g., I was born in 1980.
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