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NEPEYEHb YMEHUN

YmeHus

Anroputm

Onpepenexune
3Ha4yeHus crno-
Ba

1.

HasoBute, Kakom 4acTblo peyun SBMsieTcs AaHHoe
CNnoBo.

Monb3ysick cnoBapem, onpegenure 3HavyeHue (3Ha-
YeHust) crioea.

Bbibepute ogHO M3 3HaYeHWI CroBa, B COOTBETCT-
BUM C KOHTEKCTOM noabepuTe ero pycckuin aKkBMBa-
NEeHT.

Onpepenexune
3Ha4yeHus1 Bbl-
paxeHus

1.

Monb3ysack cnosBapeM, onpegennte 3Ha4YeHUs Cros,
BXOASALUUX B BblpakeHue.

YcTaHoBUTE rpaMMaTuyeckue OTHOLLIEHUS U CUHTaK-
CUYeCKMe CBS3N MeXay CroBaMu B BblPaXEHNUN.
Onpepenunte 3HayeHne BblpaxkeHnd, nogdepuTe ero
PYCCKUIN 3KBMBASIEHT.

HaxoxaeHue
CUHOHMMOB K
cnosy

Monb3yscb crioBapeM, onpeaenuTe 3HavyeHue cro-
Ba (BbIpaXX€HNHA) UM OQHO M3 3HAYEHWUN B COOTBET-
CTBWU C KOHTEKCTOM.

Mopbepute M3BECTHbIE BaM CoBa M BbIpaXeHusi C
NMOXOXWUM CMbICITOM.

Monb3ysicb cnoBapeMm, YTOYHUTE 3HAYEHWE Bbl-
OpaHHbIX CrOB 1 BbIpaXXeHWIA.

YKaxute B Ka4eCcTBe CMHOHMMOB CrOBa W Bblpaxe-
HUA, Hanbonee 6nM3kMe NO CMbICITY K UICXOOHOMY.

CocTaBneHue
KpaTkoro  co-
nepxaHus
TekcTa
(summary)

1.

MpountariTe TeKCT B nNepBbld pa3s, BbIABMAAS ero
CTPYKTYpY v oOpallas BHUMaH/WE Ha OCHOBHbIE NAEWN
W riormdeckme cBasu.

lMpounTtariTe TEKCT BO BTOPOWN pa3s -AeTarbHO, YTOu-
HASA BCE HEACHble MOMEHTLI; MPU 9TOM NONb3yUTECh
cnosapeM 1 BCEMW AOCTYMNHbIMW MaTepuanamu.

M3 kaxxgoro ab3aua BbiNMWNTE NPELTIOXKEHNS, ONU-
cbiBalLWune pas3BuTne coObITUIA (KpaTKo u3narato-
LLie OCHOBHbIE (DaKTbI).

K kaxgomy npegnoxeHuto gobasbte 1-2 cpasbl,
copgepxalume Bawy cobCTBEHHYO WHTepnpeTauumio
3TMX paKToB

O003HaubTe NorMyeckme CBA3M Mexay OTAENbHLIMU
YacTsaMU “KpaTKoro coaepXxanus’.

[MpounTarite nonyy4yeHHoe “KpaTkoe coAepxaHue”,
npoeepssa ero opcorpaduto, NyHKTyaLmto, cornaco-
BaHVWE rpaMMaTUyecKmx KOHCTPYKLUMK, a Takke
CTUMNb.
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NMPUMEPbBI BbINOJIHEHUS YNIPAXXHEHUA HA YMEHUS

1. NepeBeaunTe c0BO rage, KOTOPOE COAEPXKNTCS B BblpaxXeHun “It is
all the rage”, he wrote:
1) [JaHHOe CnoBO ABNAETCH CYWECTBUTENbHbIM, Tak Kak eMy

2)

3)

COMYTCTBYET apTUKJIb.

CornacHo Cc/ioBapko, OHO MOXeT NMMeTb 3HadYeHUnd: APOCTb, NHEB,
rnoBaJibHOEe yBJied4eHne, a TakXke BXOoOUTb B COCTaB Pa3JZIN4HbIX
dpaseonornyeckmx 060poOTOB.

Ncxopos ns ynotpebsieHns gaHHOro cfioBa B KOHTEKCTE, OHO
O3Ha4yaeT “noBajbHOE yB/e4YeHune”.

CnoBo BxoguT B cocTaB ¢paseonorndeckoro obopota “all the
rage,” 4TO TakXe O3Ha4aeT “nocnegHuin Kpuk Moabl”.

2. Onpepenute 3Ha4YeHne BbipaxeHus “absolutely hard and fast”,
KOTOpOE coaepxunTcs B BoipaxeHun “The rules are not absolutely hard and

fast”:

1)

2)

3)

MpunaratenbHoe hard o3HavyaeT “TAXenbi, XeCTKun”,
npunaratensHoe fast o3HavaeT “ObICTPbLIN, TBEPABIN”, Hapeyne
absolutely o3HayaeT “coBeplLueHHO, 6e3yC/IOBHO”.

YuntelBas, 4TO Hapeuyunme 4GBNAETCHA onpenenutenem K
npunaraTenbHbIM, NpepnaraeTcsd NOATEKCTOBLIA NepeBos,
BblpaxXeHus: “abCosIIOTHO XeCTKMe 1 TBepable”.

B cooTBeTCcTBUM C NnTEpaTypHbIMU HOPMaMKu PYCCKOro 3blka
BblpaxeHune “absolutely hard and fast” o3HayaeT “abcontoTHO
obs3aTenbHble”.

3. Hanigute cuHOHUMBI K CyLLecTBuTebHOMY “affection”.

1)
2)

3)

4)

CywecTtButensHoe affection o3HavaeT “n06OBL, NPMBA3AHHOCTb,
6onesHb”.

Moxoxumu No cMmbICy cnoBamMu aBNsOTCA: love, attachment,
disease.

CywectButenbHoe love o3HavaeTt “nwoboBb”, attachment -
“NpnBA3aHHOCTb, NPEAAHHOCTb, NpukpenneHune”, disease -
“6onesHb”.

Mcxops wn3 3HayeHuss cnoBa B KOHTekcTe, Haubonee
NnOAXOAsALLNM CUHOHMMOM SIBASIETCH CyLLLECTBUTENBHOE love.

4. [laHHoe ymeHue pa3bupaeTcs Ha akTUBHOM 3aHSITUN.
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LESSON 1 YPOK 1

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS AND CELEBRATIONS

There are eight public holidays a year in Great Britain, that is days on
which people need not go in to work. They are: Christmas Day, Boxing
Day, New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, May Day, Spring Bank
Holiday and Late Summer Bank Holiday. Most of these holidays are of
religious origin, though it would be true to say that for the greater part of
the population they have long lost their religious significance and are
simply days on which people relax, eat, drink and make merry. All the
public holidays, except Christmas Day and Boxing Day observed on
December 25th and 26th respectively, are movable, that is they do not fall
on the same date each year. Good Friday and Easter Monday depend on
Easter Sunday which falls on the first Sunday after a full moon on or after
March 21st. May Day falls on the first Monday in May. The Spring Bank
Holiday falls on the last Monday of May, while the Late Summer Bank
Holiday comes on the last Monday in August.

Besides public holidays, there are other festivals, anniversaries and
simply days, for example, Pancake Day and Bonfire Night, on which certain
traditions are observed, but unless they fall on a Sunday, they are ordinary
working days.

THE WEEKEND

Most people in Britain work a five-day week, from Monday to Friday;
schools, colleges and universities are also closed on Saturdays and
Sundays. Therefore, from Friday evening till Monday morning people are
usually free.

Everyone looks forward to the weekend and when Friday comes
along, as people leave work they say to each other, «Have a nice
weekend.» Then on Monday morning they ask, «Did you have a nice
weekend?» or «What did you do at the weekend?»

Students, young people working away from home and single people
in general like to go away for the weekend. They may go home, go to stay
with relatives or friends in different parts of the country, or stay in a hotel or
boarding house in the country or at the sea. Most towns in England are not
more than four hours apart by train and many are much less. For example,
the London—Birmingham train takes 1.5 hours, the London—Bristol —
2.5; and no one in England lives more than 100 miles from the sea.
Therefore, it is possible to leave straight from work on Friday and come
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back on Sunday evening. It is of course more difficult for married couples
with children to go away for the weekend. They do so sometimes but, as
they usually have a house, they more often have people to stay.

Those who stay at home at the weekend try both to relax and to
catch up with all the jobs they are too busy to do during the week. For
women who go out to work these include housework, sewing, washing,
shopping and sometimes gardening; for men — repairs and other odd jobs
in the house, cleaning the car, mowing the lawn and gardening.

Saturday morning is a very busy time for shopping, as this is the only
day when people who are at work can shop for any length of time. On
weekdays shops close between 5.30 and 6.00 p. m. and they are closed all
day on Sunday (except for newsagents and some small grocers and
confectioners). On Saturdays the shops in the centre of big cities usually
close at 1 p. m.; in the suburbs and small towns they stay open till 5.30 or
6.00 p. m. as on weekdays (though they have an «early closing day» in the
week to make up for it).

On Saturday afternoon the most important sporting events of the
week take place — football, rugby (in the summer, cricket and tennis),
horse-racing, car and motor-cycle racing and other sports. Some men go
and watch, others sit and watch the sports programmes on television. In the
late afternoon the sports results are announced on radio and television
and the sports editions of the evening papers are on sale.

Saturday evening is the favourite time for parties, dances, going to
the pictures or the theatre, in fact for «going out» generally. For many
people it is the climax of the weekend. There is plenty of time to get ready
and no one has to worry about getting up early for work the next day.

Having gone to bed late the night before, many people have a lie-in
on Sunday morning. When they finally get up they have a leisurely
breakfast. Some have breakfast in bed, although this depends on your
having someone willing to get it and bring it up. However, some
breakfast-in-bed enthusiasts will even get up, get breakfast themselves
and take it back to bed. While having breakfast people start reading the
Sunday papers, which they either fetch themselves from the local paper
shop or have delivered by the paper boy for a small extra charge. There
are at least eight papers which are published weekly on Sunday (though
some are the Sunday version of a daily paper). They range from serious
papers of 60 or 70 pages, which publish the week’s news, together with
articles on political, social and cultural topics, to those which specialise in
crude sensationalism. It is quite usual for a family to have two or three
Sunday papers, and some enthusiasts have more. These people have little
time for anything else on Sunday and spend the day submerged in a sea
of newspapers.

CoBpeMeHHbIli MymaHuTapHblit YHuBepcutet



If the weather is fine, people may decide to go out for the day. Often,
however, having got up late in any case, they wait till after dinner, which is
at 1 or 1.30. Sunday dinner is traditionally the most important family meal
of the week. Most people have a «joint» (a piece of meat for roasting in
the oven), which is roasted, then carved and served with roast and boiled
potatoes and one or more other vegetables, such as peas or cabbage,
and gravy. Then comes the pudding, for example apple pie and custard,
and finally tea or coffee.

This meal induces in most people a state of inertia, and they sit
talking, reading the paper, watching television or just dozing, until tea
time. In the summer they sit in the garden and more energetic people go
out for a walk or to see friends. After what ... it is tea time, that is 5-5.30.
Besides the all-important tea there are sandwiches, sometimes cold meat
and salad, fruit and cream, bread and butter and jam, and cakes. Quite
often friends are invited to Sunday tea.

Some people spend Sunday evening quietly at home, others go to
see friends, go to a concert or film, or go out for a drink. The realisation
that the weekend is nearly over casts a slight melancholy on the evening.

(Jane Povey)

EXERCISES

Vocabulary Work

Exercise 1. Read the text using the following glossary:

public holidays - obLwlerocynapcTBeHHble Npa3aHuKn

Christmas Day - PoxgectsBo

Boxing Day - Tpaouunmsa B OOWH N3 Npas3fHUYHbLIX OHEW nocne
PoxpecTBa genatb ManeHbkMe NOAAPKU MOYTaNIbOHaM, MOCbINIbHbIM,
cnyram

New Year’s Day - HoBbIn rog,

Good Friday - the Friday before Easter

Easter - Macxa

May Day - MexayHapoaHbli NpasaHuK TPYOALWmMXCS

Spring Bank Holiday - obuwerocynapCTBeHHbIA Npa3gHuKk,
COMPOBOXAAKUWNACA UrpaMm WU  MaACCOBbIMW  CMOPTUBHbLIMU
COpPEBHOBAHUAMU

Late Summer Bank Holiday - obuierocynapcTBeHHbI NpasaHuKk,
COMNPOBOXAAIOLLMACSH CMOPTUBHBIMU COPEBHOBAHUSMU N ipMapKamMu

origin - npoucxoxaeHue

though - xoT4q

CoBpeMeHHbIN M'ymaHuTapHblii YHuBepcuteT
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it would be - 6b1n10 Obl

population - HaceneHnne

long - paBHO

significance - 3Ha4yeHune

observed - oTMevaeMbIi

respectively - COOTBETCTBEHHO
besides - kpome

anniversary - rogosLuHa

unless - ecnu He

to fall - nagatb

ordinary - OObIYHbIN

therefore - nostomy

free - cBOGOAHbLIN

to look forward to - oxupatb C HETEPNEHMEM
single - ognHoknin

relatives - poacTBeHHUKN

boarding house - naHcnoH

apart - npoyb

straight - npamo

married couples - cynpyxeckme napsl
to stay - octaHaBnMBaTbLCS, OCTaBaTbCAH
to relax - oTabIxaTb

too busy to - cnmukom 3aHaTbI, 4TOObI
to include - Bkno4aTb

to sew - wWnTHL

gardening - 3aHUMaATbCS CaAo0M
repairs - peMOHTHble paboThl

odd - cny4yanHbI

to mow - kocuTb

a lawn - nyxaika

length - gnuHa

newsagents - areHCTBa HOBOCTEN
grocers - MarasnH4mKku
confectioners - kKoHauTEPCKNE

in the suburbs - B npuropoae

events - cobbiTug

racing - roHku

others - opyrve

sports results - cnopTrBHbIE pe3ybTaThl
to announce - 06bABNATL

editions - nspaHua

papers - raseTbl

sale - npoaaxa
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favourite - ny4wnn

to the pictures - B KMHO
climax - kynbMuHaumns

plenty - MHOrO

to get ready - noaroToBUTLCS
although - xota

to depend on - 3aBuceTb OT
to will - xxenatb

to fetch - poctaBuTb

local - MecCTHbIN

extra charge - pononHuTenbHasa nnata
at least - no meHbLLEN Mepe
a daily paper - exxegHeBHas raseta
to range - nomellatb

serious - cepbe3HbIi

articles - ctatbu

topics - Tembl

crude - rpybbii

submerged - norpy>xeHHbIN
meal - npuem nNuin

to roast - xaputb

to carve - paspesaTtb

to serve - cepBupoBaThb
boiled - BapeHbIl

pea - ropox

cabbage - kanycta

gravy - coyc

custard - 3aBapHOIn Kpem

to induce - BbI3biBaTb

a state of inertia - cocTogHME NHEPTHOCTN
to doze - gpematb

to invite - npurnawartb
realisation - noHnMmaHne

to cast - HabpachbiBaTb

slight - nerknii

Exercise 2. Find these phrases and words in the text, explain their
meanings, give literary translations of them and use the phrases in the
sentences of your own:

much less -
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no one has to worry -

all-important tea -

breakfast-in-bed enthusiasts -

either ... or -

weekly -

Exercise 3. Find these phrasal verbs in the text, explain their
meanings and use the phrasals in the sentences of your own.

to catch up

make up

going out

getting up

bring ... up

M | jstening Comprehension

Exercise 4. Listen to the text Public Holidays and give the idea of it in
one sentence.

Write a summary of the text of fifty words.

Name the public holidays.
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Grammar Focus

Exercise 5. Comment on the use of the tenses in the following
sentences:

If the weather is fine, people may decide to go out for the day.

they ... have delivered by the paper boy

Having gone to bed late the night before, many people have a lie-in
on Sunday morning.

Exercise 6. Comment on the use of the articles in the following
sentences:

on a Sunday

Having gone to bed late the night before, many people have a lie-in
on Sunday morning.

These people have little time for anything else on Sunday and spend
the day submerged in a sea of newspapers.

... they have a leisurely breakfast

Some have breakfast in bed

CoBpeMeHHbIN M'ymaHuTapHblii YHuBepcuteT
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Exercise 7. Ask 20 questions of different types on the text.

Talking Points

Exercise 8. What do you feel about the public holidays:

Christmas Day

Boxing Day

New Year’s Day

Good Friday

Easter - Nacxa

May Day

Spring Bank Holiday

Late Summer Bank Holiday
and weekend in Britain?
Describe shortly each of them.

Exercise 9. Think about public holidays in your culture. Do they differ
with those in Britain? Get ready to speak about some of them.

Exercise 10. Write a paragraph telling about your weekend.
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LESSON 2 YPOK 2

ST. VALENTINE’S DAY—FEBRUARY 14

I’ll be your sweetheart, if you will be mine,

All of my life I’ll be your Valentine...

These are the opening lines of a song.

It’s here again, the day when boys and girls, sweethearts and lovers,
husbands and wives, friends and neighbours, and even the office staff will
exchange greetings of affection, undying love or satirical comment. And
the quick, slick, modern way to do it is with a Valentine card.

There are all kinds, to suit all tastes, the lush satin cushions, hearts,
gold arrows, roses — it’s all there.

In his magazine, Punch, as long ago as 1880 Mr Punch pointed out
that no sooner was the avalanche of Christmas cards swept away than the
publishers began to fill the shops with their novel valentines, full of «<Hearts
and Darts, Loves and Doves and Floating Fays and Flowers».

It must have been one of these cards which Charles Dickens
describes in Pickwick Papers. It was «a highly coloured representation of a
couple of human hearts skewered together with an arrow, cooking before
a cheerful fire».

In the last century, sweethearts of both sexes would spend hours
fashioning a home-made card or present. The results of some of those
painstaking efforts are still preserved in museums. Lace, ribbon, wild
flowers, coloured paper, feathers and shells, all were brought into use. If
the lover had difficulty in thinking up a message or rhyme there was help at
hand. He could dip into The Quiver of Love or St. Valentine’s Sentimental
Writer, these books giving varied selections to suit everyone’s choice.

The first Valentine of all was a bishop, a Christian martyr, who before
he was put to death by the Romans sent a note of friendship to his jailer’s
blind daughter.

CoBpeMeHHbIN M'ymaHuTapHblii YHuBepcuteT
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(This version is not accepted by all researchers.)

The Christian Church took for his saint’s day February 14, the date of
an old pagan festival when young Roman maidens threw decorated love
missives into an urn to be drawn out by their boy-friends.

This idea of a lottery was noted in 17th century England by a French
writer who described how the guests of both sexes drew lots for partners
by writing down names on pieces of paper. «lt is all the rage,» he wrote.

But apparently to bring the game into a family and friendly
atmosphere one could withdraw from the situation by paying a forfeit,
usually a pair of gloves.

One of the older versions of a well-known rhyme gives the same
picture:

The rose is red, the violets are blue,

The honey’s sweet and so are you.

Comic valentines are also traditional.

EXERCISES

Vocabulary Work

Exercise 1. Read the text using the following glossary:

St. Valentine - neHb cBaToro BaneHTuHa (AeHb Bcex BOOSIEHHbIX);
KaTtonmyeckuin npasgHuk, otMmedaetcd 14 despans

St.= saint - ceaTon

opening - N3BECTHbIN

sweethearts - BnioOneHHbIE

neighbours - coceaun

office staff - nepcoHan ¢pupmsl

to exchange - o6meHMBaTbLCA

affection - no6oBb

undying - 6eccMepTHbIN

comment - o6bsicHeHMEe

slick - rnagkuii, GbiCTpbIl

card - OTKpbITKa

to suit - nogxoonTb

taste - BkycC

lush - pocKoLUHbIN

satin - aTnacHbli

cushions - nogyLkm

arrows - cTpensl

to point out - ykasbiBaTb
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avalanche - naBuHa

to fill - HanonHATL

novel - HOBbIN

darts - cTpensl

dove - ronybb

fay - deqa

representation - nsobpaxeHue
to skewer - HacaxmBaTb
cheerful - 6oapbIi

fashioning - ykpawas
painstaking efforts - ycepaHble ycunums
preserved - npeacTaBNEHHbIN
lace - Kpy>XeBO

ribbon - neHta

feather - nepo

shell - pakoBuHa

at hand - noa, pykon

quiver - Tpenet

varied selections - pasHoo6OpasHbIi BbIOOP
choice - BbIOOp

bishop - ennckon

martyr - My4eHuK

jailer - TIOpeMLIMK

blind - cnenoi

version - Bepcus

to accept - npuHMMaThL
researcher - nccneposartesb
pagan - 93bl4eckui

maidens - aeBuubl

missive - nocnaHue

urn - ypHa

guest - roctu

lot - xpebui

pieces of paper - kno4kn 6ymarm
rage - Moga, NoBaNnbHOE YyBfIEYEHNE
apparently - oueBnagHO

to withdraw - oTxoguTb

to pay - nnatutb

forfeit - wrpad

rhyme - CTmok

violets - dunankm

honey - men
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Exercise 2. Find these phrases and words in the text, explain their
meanings, give literary translations of them and use the phrases in the
sentences of your own:

sweetheart

mine

bring into use

have difficulty in

he was put to death by the Romans

a note of friendship

decorated love missives

in 17th century England
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a pair of gloves

a well-known rhyme

SO are you

Exercise 3. Find synonyms for the following words:

sweethearts

maidens

missive

novel

darts

comment

slick

affection
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Exercise 4. Find these phrasal verbs in the text, explain their
meanings and use the phrasals in the sentences of your own:

think up

draw out

point out

sweep away

M | jstening Comprehension

Exercise 5. Listen to the rhymes and be ready to read them in class.

Grammar Focus

Exercise 6. Fill in the missing forms of the verbs:

Infinitive Past Indefinite Participle
drew
to go
to raise
fell
sent
to keep
to pass
got
threw
to lay
swept

Exercise 7. Underline the subject and the predicate in each sentence
of the text.

Exercise 8. Ask 20 questions of different types on the text.

CoBpeMeHHbIli MymaHuTapHblit YHuBepcutet



Word Portrait

Exercise 9. Describe:

a Valentine card

the celebration of the holiday

Talking Points

Exercise 10. What do you feel about St. Valentine’s Day? Is it:

- funny?

- ironic?

- serious?

- stupid?

- critical?

- sad?

Give your reasons.
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Do you enjoy the idea of the Holiday? Is there anything which surprises
you? If so, can you explain why?

Exercise 11. Write out the words used by the author to describe
Valentine cards.

Linking Ideas

Exercise 12. Think about Holidays in your culture. Are they very
different to the British Holidays?

Exercise 13. Write a paragraph telling about the celebration of
holidays in your culture.
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LESSON 3 YPOK 3

TIMES OF WEDDINGS

Marriages can take place in a registered building in the presence of
an authorized person between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Marriage in Scotland

In Scotland, people over the age of sixteen do not require their
parents’ consent in order to marry. Marriage is performed by a minister of
any religion. Weddings may take place in churches or private houses, and
there is no forbidden time.

Alternatively, the couple may give notice to the registrar of the
district in which they have both lived for fifteen days previously. The
registrar will issue a Certificate of Publication which is displayed for seven
days, and it will be valid for three months in any place in Scotland.

Marriage at a registry office in Scotland requires a publication of
notice for seven days or a sheriff’s licence. Such a licence is immediately
valid but expires after ten days. One of the parties must have lived in
Scotland for at least fifteen days before the application, which is often
prepared by a solicitor.

The Preparation

As soon as the wedding date has been decided the couple will think
about the kind of wedding they want. Though comparatively few young
people nowadays regularly attend church, most girls still dream of a white
wedding, with its solemn ceremony, bridesmaids and the rest. Civic
ceremonies in a registry office are very dull. But what with the church fees
which are extremely high and other extra expenses, a white wedding costs
a great deal of money, so a couple may decide against it on these
grounds.

There are practically no special customs attached to weddings at a
registry office. For this reason attention will be mainly given to church
weddings, with their age-old ritual and customs. However, by no means all
the customs concerning the preparations for a wedding or the wedding
ceremony itself are necessarily maintained, quite often for reasons of
economy.

Division of Responsibilities

The rules are not absolutely hard and fast, but generally they are as
follows:

The Bride’s Parents are responsible for the press announcements, the
bride’s dress and trousseau, flowers in the church, the reception, cars
taking the bride and her father, mother and any other close members of
her family to the church and photographers’ fees.
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The Bridegroom pays for the ring and the wedding licence, fees to
the clergyman, the organist and choir, and anything else directly
concerned with the service. He will pay for the bouquet for his bride and
bouquets for the bridesmaids, buttonholes for his best man and ushers and
any flowers worn by the bride’s mother and his own mother, if they want to
wear flowers — many women do not. He pays for the cars which take
himself and the best man to the church and the car in which he and his
bride will drive from the church to the reception.

The groom is expected to give a small present to each of the
bridesmaids.

Giving Away the Bride

The bride’s father gives her away or, if he is dead or cannot be
present at the ceremony, his place is taken by her brother or a close
relative, or even a great family friend.

The Bridesmaids are usually the sisters, near relatives and close girl-
friends of the bride, and sisters of the groom. There may be two small
page-boys and four grown-up maids.

There is always a chief bridesmaid who will take the bride’s bouquet
during the ceremony and hand it back to her before she goes into the
vestry to sign the register.

The Best Man is a brother, relative or close friend of the groom, and
his main duty, apart from giving moral support before the wedding, is to
see to the clergyman’s fees and to hand the wedding ring to the groom in
the church.

The Ushers are mate relatives and friends of both bride and groom.
Their duties are to stand just inside the church and ask each guest «Bride
or groom?» They will place friends of the bride on the left of the aisle and
friends of the groom on the right.

The Bridegroom’s Clothes

When the bride is in white, the bridegroom wears morning dress.

Widows or Divorcees

When re-marrying, do not wear white, but a short dress or a pretty
suit or coat. They remove their first wedding rings and never wear them
again. They do not have bridesmaids or pages.

(Etiquette by Martine Legge)
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EXERCISES

Vocabulary Work

Exercise 1. Read the text using the following glossary:

wedding - cBaagbba

marriage - XeHuTb0a

authorized - ynofHOMOYEHHbIN
over the age of sixteen - nocne 16 net
to require - TpeboBaTb

consent - cornacue

to perform - npon3BoauTL
minister - CBALWLEHHMK

church - uepkoBb

private - 4aCTHbIN

forbidden - 3anpelgHHbIn
alternatively - nHaue

couple - napa

notice - 3agBnexHune

registrar - YYUHOBHUK-PErNCTPATOP
district - panoH

previously - npegsapuTensHO

to issue - nspasatb

Certificate - cBnoeTenscTBo

to display - BbiICTaBNSATb, NOKa3biBaTb
valid - nmerowmin 1opmnan4eckyo cuny
licence - paspelueHue
immediately - HemegneHHo

valid - 3aKOHHbIN

to expire - ncrtekatb

parties - CTOPOH®bI

at least - kKak MUHUMYM
application - 3aaBneHue

to prepare - rotoBuUTb

solicitor - opucTt

preparation - nogrotoeska

though - xo14

comparatively - cpaBHUTENBHO
nowadays - B Halle BpeMms

to attend - nocewaTtb

to dream - meuTaTb

solemn - TOPXeCTBEHHbIN
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bridesmaid - nogpyxka HEBECThI
Civic - rpaxgaHcKkun

dull - cky4HbIN

fee - onnata

extremely - kpanHe

extra expenses - OOMONHUTENbHbIE pacxodpl
to cost - ctonTb

ground - oCHOBaHue

to attach - coeanHaTb

reason - npuynHa

attention - BHUMaHue
concerning - KacawLwmincsa

to maintain - nogoepxmBaTtb
division - pacnpenenenne
responsibilities - o6s93aHHOCTH
bride - HeBecTa
announcement - o6baBNeHne
trousseau - npngaHoe
reception - npuem
bridegroom - >xeHux
clergyman - oyxoBHO€E NuMu0
choir - xop

bouquet - 6ykeT

buttonhole - useTok B netnuue
usher - wadep

to expect - oxngatb

relative - poacTBeHHMK

chief - rnaBHbIN

vestry - pysHuua

to sign - nognuceiBaTb

apart - kpome

support - nogaepxka

ring - KOfbLO

inside - BHYTpU

aisle - npoxopn,

widow - BaooBa

divorcee - pa3BegeHHbIN

Suit - KOCTIOM

coat - manbTo, Haknaka

CoBpeMeHHbIli MymaHuTapHblit YHuBepcutet



Exercise 2. Find these phrasal verbs in the text, explain their
meanings and use the phrasals in the sentences of your own:

give away

grown-up

Exercise 3. Find these phrases and words in the text, explain their
meanings, give literary translations of them and use the phrases in the
sentences of your own:

8 a.m.and 6 p.m.

minister of any religion

when re-marrying

grown-up maids
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the best man

absolutely hard and fast

age-old ritual and customs

a great deal of money

Grammar Focus

Exercise 4. Fill in the missing forms of the verbs:

Infinitive Past Indefinite Participle
worn

to require

to display

Exercise 5. Comment on the use of the tenses in the following
sentences:

As soon as the wedding date has been decided the couple will think
about the kind of wedding.
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The groom is expected to give a small present to each of the
bridesmaids.

Exercise 6. Underline the subject and the predicate in each sentence
of the text.

Exercise 7. Ask 20 questions of different types on the text.

Exercise 8. Describe the responsibilities of:

The Bride’s Parents

The Bridegroom
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The Bridesmaids

The Best Man

The Ushers

Talking Points

Exercise 9. What do you feel about the Marriage Ceremony?

Do you enjoy the idea of such marriage? Is there anything which
surprises you? If so, can you explain why?

Linking Ideas

Exercise 10. Think about the traditions of marriage in your culture.
Are they very different to the British traditions? What do you think about our
Palaces of Weddings.

Exercise 11. Write a paragraph telling about a Marriage Ceremony in
your culture.
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LESSON 4 YPOK 4

TIMES OF WEDDINGS

Some of the Customs, and Superstitions Associated with the
Marriage Ceremony

Can you explain their origin?

Most customs connected with the wedding ceremony go back
thousands of years.

The bride, when she puts on her white dress, is wearing the sacred
colour of the Greeks for whom marriage was a «mystery». Like a modern
bride, the ancient Greek bride wore a veil and a crown, and was carried
over the threshold. In the rhyme, «something old, something new,
something borrowed, and something blue», blue stands for truth, as in
«True blue». White is for purity. Blue and White are considered to be the
lucky colours for a wedding.

Why Rice?

Throwing rice or some grain (a symbol of the harvest) has always
been usual at weddings, and it signifies fertility. In Roman times nuts were
thrown for the same reason.

The Wedding Ring

The origin of the wedding ring can be traced back to a time when
people making a bargain passed their hands through a natural stone ring,
or hole in a rock, which was sacred, and the pledge given in this way was
binding.

Good and Bad Luck

The bridegroom shouldn’t see the bride on the wedding day until he
meets her at the altar.

Pearls should not be given by the bridegroom or worn on the
wedding day.

Opals are also supposed to be unlucky.

The wedding ring should not be tried on before the ceremony.

It’s unlucky to meet a pig on your way to church.

A small spider on the bride’s wedding dress means money.

If there is a cat in the house, the bride must feed it personally on her
wedding day.

It is lucky to hear a robin singing, or see a flight of birds as you go to
church.

On the other hand, the bride may feel that, if she has chosen the right
man, it wouldn’t matter much if she got married in green, on Friday, May
the 13th, wearing a necklace of pearls and opals.
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Births and Christenings

When a child is born its parents may wish to announce the birth in a
national or local newspaper. The announcement may read as follows:

Smith. On February 12th, 1993, at St. Mary’s Hospital, Paddington, to
Mary, wife of James Smith, 15 Blank Terrace, S. W. 3, a daughter. (The
name can be added in brackets.)

The birth must be registered at the local registrar’s office within six
weeks in England and Wales and three weeks in Scotland. A child is usually
christened in the first six months of its life.

At the christening there is one god-mother and two god-fathers for a
boy and vice versa for a girl (but no godparents are necessary at a
Church of Scotland christening). The god-mother always holds the baby
during the ceremony. Usually the friends and relatives give a christening
present. Traditionally, the godparents give a silver cup.

(Etiquette by Martine Legge)

TWENTY-FIRST BIRTHDAYS

Here is an old Music Hall song often sung at 21st birthday parties:

Twenty-one today,

Twenty-one today!

(Legal majority is now 18—though 21st parties still exist.)
I've got the key of the door,

Never been twenty-one before...

It is an important date in any persons life, when he or she officially
comes of age. A Twenty-first birthday party is generally arranged to
celebrate the ocasion. All those invited to the party send or bring presents,
and of course nobody forgets to send a card. Twenty-first birthday cards
usually have a picture of a key on them, which is a symbol of the young
person’s independence. Often the guests bump him 21 times.

Funerals

An obituary notice is usually sent to a national or local newspaper
and inserted in the «Deaths» column. It may read as follows:

Smith. On the 4th of January, 1994, at 15 Blank Road, Preston, Joan
Mary Smith, beloved wife of John D. Smith and mother of Jane and
Jeremy. Funeral private (or Funeral service at 11 a. m. on 7th January, at
St. Mary’s Church, Fells Road, Preston).

«No flowers, by request» may be added if desired.
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Those who send flowers do not carry them to the house in person.
These should usually be sent to the church. A visiting card or plain card is
attached, signed by the person sending the flowers, together with some
very simple message, «With deepest sympathy from ...» «With all our love
from ...» or «With deepest affection from ...»

(Etiquette by Martine Legge)

EXERCISES

Vocabulary Work

Exercise 1. Read the text using the following glossary:

superstition - cyeBepune
to associate - coeamMHATL
origin - npoucxoxaeHue
thousands - cotHM
mystery - TaiHa

ancient - cTapuHHbIN
veil - ¢pata

Crown - BEHOK
threshold - nopor

to borrow - 3aHumaTb

to stand for - cumBonM3npoBsaTb
purity - HEMOPOYHOCTb
to throw - 6pocatb

rice - puc

grain - 3epHo

harvest - ypoxaiw

to signify - 3Ha4nTL
fertility - nsobunne
bargain - Topr

through - yepes

stone - kameHb

rock - kameHb

sacred - OCBSLLUEHHbIN
pledge - knaTBa

to bind - cBa3bIBaTb
luck - ynava

altar - anTapb

pearl - xemuyr

pig - CBUHbBA
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spider - nayk

to mean - o3HauaTb

to feed - kopmMuTb

personally - nn4yHO

robin - penonoe (NTuya)
necklace - oxepenbe

births - poxaernusa
christenings - KpecTuHbI

local newspaper - mecTHag raseta
to add - po6aenaTtb

within - B

god-mother - kpecTHas MaTtb
god-father - kpecTHbIl OTeL,
vice versa - Hao6opoT

legal - 3aKOHHbIN

majority - 00NbLUMHCTBO

still - oo cux nop

to exist - cyuwiectBoBaTtb
ocasion - cobbITue

invited - npurnaweHHbIn
key - kntoy

independence- He3aBUCMMOCTb
bump - yaap

funerals - NOXOPOHHI
obituary - Hekponor

to insert - pacnonaratbcsa
request - 3anpoc

to desire - xenatb

in person - NNYHO

Exercise 2. Find these phrasal verbs in the text, explain their
meanings and use the phrasals in the sentences of your own.

try on

stand for
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put on

carry over

go back

Exercise 3. Find these phrases and words in the text, explain their
meanings, give literary translations of them and use the phrases in the
sentences of your own:

come of age

on the other hand

Good and Bad Luck

to a time

Blue and White are considered to be the lucky colours for a
wedding.

Opals are also supposed to be unlucky.
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M | jstening Comprehension

Exercise 4. Listen to the rhymes and be ready to read them in class.

Grammar Focus

Exercise 5. Fill in the missing forms of the verbs:

Infinitive Past Indefinite Participle
sung

to try

to stand
put

to carry

to go

Exercise 6. Comment on the use of the tenses in the following
sentences:

If she has chosen the right man, it wouldn’t matter much if she got
married in green, on Friday, May the 13th, wearing a necklace of pearls
and opals.

The bridegroom shouldn’t see the bride on the wedding day until he
meets her at the altar.

Exercise 7. Ask 20 questions of different types on the text.
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Talking Points

Exercise 8. Explain the origin of:

Bride’s dress

Throwing rice

The Wedding Ring

Good Luck

Bad Luck

Exercise 9. What do you feel about the Ceremony of:

Birth

Christening

Twenty-First Birthday

Funerals

Do you enjoy the idea of such Ceremonies? Is there anything which
surprises you? If so, can you explain why?
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Linking Ideas

Exercise 10. Think about the traditions of the ceremonies in your
culture. Are they very different to the British traditions? What do you think
about our Palaces of Weddings in connection with these ceremonies?

Exercise 11. Write a paragraph telling about one of these ceremonies
in your culture.
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LESSON 5 YPOK 5

FIRST FOOT

The first visitor to enter a house on New Year’s morning is commonly
known in Great Britain as the First Foot. In Yorkshire he is sometimes called
the Lucky Bird, in the Isle of Man, the Quaaltagh. Wherever he appears, he
is a personage of great importance. He may be a chance caller, or a man
on some errand unconnected with the anniversary or he may be the
ceremonial First Foot who comes on purpose to let the New Year into the
house and bring good luck to the family. Whichever he is, he is traditionally
supposed to influence the fortunes of the householders in the following
twelve months, both by the gifts he brings and by his own character and
appearance. Hence it is essential everywhere that he should be an
individual with certain definite qualities, though they vary a little from one
region to another.

In Scotland and northern England, the custom of First-Footing in the
early hours of January 1st is still kept up with great vigour. The First Foot
comes as soon as possible after midnight has struck. He brings symbolic
gifts of food or fuel or money. Sometimes, instead of these presents, or in
addition to them, he carries a bunch of evergreens as a promise of
continuing life. Nothing must be taken out of the house before these gifts
have been brought in, nor should any one go outside until he has arrived.
He must be admitted by the front door and, since he is a luck-bringer, he
must be hospitably entertained with food and plentiful supplies of wine or
spirits.

Usually, the First Foot greets all, and is at once loudly welcomed in
return. In some parts of Scotland, however, he does not speak until he has
laid a coal upon the fire. No one spoke while he did this, and only when he
turned to wish the company a happy New Year was the general silence
broken.

The ceremonial First Foot may be one of a band of young men
going round from house to house, or a friend of the family who has
arranged to let the New Year in for them. Sometimes a man of the right
type will undertake to visit every house in a given street or district. The First
Foot should always be someone from outside the home.

The appropriate gifts in his hand are usually a piece of bread and a
piece of coal, as symbols of food and warmth and a coin or a little salt to
ensure wealth in the coming year. In Scotland, a bottle of whisky is often
included.

For the First Foot to come empty-handed is a very bad omen, for this
means losses and poverty before the year’s end.
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To be a true luck-bringer, the First Foot should be vigorous and
healthy and, if possible, young and good-looking. If he is flat-footed, or
cross-eyed, or lame, if his eyebrows meet across his nose, if he is dressed in
black, or appears to be ailing, the omens for the coming twelve months
are bad. In most areas, a dark-haired man is lucky, though there are local
exceptions to this rule. In some east Yorkshire districts, for instance, the First
Foot must be fair. Red hair is very widely disliked. In some counties, a
bachelor is best, in others, a married man. Children and boys are usually
popular first visitors.

In the Isle of Man, the Quaaltagh may be of either sex, though a man
is usually preferred. In Scotland a woman can be a lucky First Foot in some
areas, though not in all. But in England a female First Foot is a disaster
almost everywhere. In the northern counties no woman would ever dream
of presenting herself for this purpose.

Until about sixty or seventy years ago, it was customary in some parts
of England for Christmas, as well as New Year, to be ceremonially let in by
a First Foot, or Lucky Bird.

The accepted First Foot of Christmas was a man, or a boy, of the right
type, who came very early on Christmas morning. He entered by the front
door and, in many places, walked right through the house, going into
every room, and leaving finally by the back door.

Unlike the New Year counterpart, he brought no symbolic gifts,
though he usually carried a sprig of evergreen. It was, however, essential
that something should be given to him. In East Yorkshire, he was sometimes
given bread, salt, and a small coin.

Elsewhere, the customary gifts were sixpence or a shilling, and a
generous portion of Christmas cake, or cheese, with cider, ale, or home-
made wine. Unless these, or other gifts were made to the Christmas luck-
bringer, very bad luck would follow during the coming year.

(A Dictionary of British Folk Customs by Christina Hole)

EXERCISES

Vocabulary Work

Exercise 1. Read the text using the following glossary:

First Foot - yenoBek, NepsbIM BOLWEAWNA B AOM
to enter - BXoanTb

commonly - W1UPOKO

to appear - noaBnATLCA

errand - nopydeHue
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anniversary - rogoBsLiuHa
both-wu...n

gift - pap

appearance - BHELWHOCTb
individual - yenosek
certain - o693aTeNbHbIN
definite - onpeneneHHbIn
quality - kauecTBO

vigour - cuna

midnight - nonHouYb

fuel - Tonnueo

instead of - BMecTo

in addition - B gononHeHne
a bunch - ny4yok

to go outside - BbIxOAUTL
to arrive - npnbbiBaTb

to admit - no3BonaTtb
hospitably - roctenpmnmHo
to entertain - pa3snekartb
plentiful - oGUNbHLIN
supplies - 3anacsl

Spirits - CNMPTHbIE HANUTKMN
in return - B oTBET

a coal - yronek

general silence - obuiee MonyaHme
band - komnaHuga

to arrange - ycTtpauBaTtb
appropriate - COOTBETCTBYIOLLNN
coin - MOHeTa

to ensure - obecneyrBaTb
wealth - 6oratcTBO
include - BknoyaTb

omen - npenckasaHve
losses - notepn

poverty - 6e4HOCTb

lame - xpomon

eyebrows - 6poBu

ailing - He3Q0pPOBLIN

fair - ceeTnbIn

bachelor - xonocTak

area - MECTHOCTb

female - xeHckuin

disaster - 6egcTtBme
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purpose - uenb
counterpart - ABOWMHUK

sprig - BeTo4Ka

essential - BaXHO, CyLLIECTBEHHO
sixpence - LWeCcTUNeHcoBas MOHeTa
generous - wenpbin

portion - nopuuga

ale - nuBeo

Exercise 2. Find these phrasal verbs in the text, explain their
meanings and use the phrasals in the sentences of your own.

take out of

let ... into

keep up

Exercise 3. Find these phrases and words in the text, explain their
meanings, give literary translations of them and use the phrases in the
sentences of your own:

a chance caller

elsewhere

luck-bringer
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evergreens as a promise of

in addition

it is essential

he is traditionally supposed to influence the fortunes

come on purpose

he does not speak until he has laid a coal upon the fire

M [jstening Comprehension

Exercise 4. Listen to the passage and be ready to read it in class.

Grammar Focus

Exercise 5. Fill in the missing forms of the verbs:

struck

bring
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laid

broken
spoke
brought

Exercise 6. Comment on the grammatical structure of the following
words:

unconnected

whichever

householder

dark-haired

flat-footed

cross-eyed

empty-handed

warmth

Exercise 7. Write out the adjectives used by the author to describe:

a) The accepted First Foot for Christmas
b) The non-accepted First Foot for Christmas
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Word Portrait

Exercise 8. Describe:

The accepted First Foot for Christmas

The non-accepted First Foot for Christmas

The custom of First Footing

Exercise 9. Ask 20 questions of different types on the text.
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Talking Points

Exercise 10. What do you feel about the Ceremony of First Footing?

Do you enjoy the idea of such Ceremony? Is there anything which
surprises you? If so, can you explain why?

Linking Ideas

Exercise 11. Think about the traditions of the ceremony in your
culture. Are they very different to the British traditions?

Exercise 12. Write a paragraph telling about one of such customs in
your culture.
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APPENDIX 1
Texts for Additional Reading

LESSON 1

Exercise 1. Read the text using a dictionary.

A GIANT CHRISTMAS TREE

In Trafalgar Square, in front of the National Gallery, stands an
enormous Christmas Tree. It is a gift from the people of Oslo. Every winter
they cut down a tree for London. Then horses pull it through the snowy
forest to the docks. When the tree arrives, police on motor cycles escort it
to Trafalgar Square. It is over fifty feet high. There it stands, as straight as
the pillars behind it, and it looks taller than the dome of the National
Gallery.

It is brightly decorated. Right at the top is a large shining star. The
branches are draped with tinsel and hung with big, brilliant stars that
sparkle in the light.

Bright, shining balls of different colours and different sizes cover the
Tree from top to bottom. Imitation snow lies soft and silvery white on the
dark green branches.

No wonder whole families — boys and girls, and grown-ups too —
stand and stare. Here is a Christmas Tree bigger than any they have ever
seen in their lives.

Under a darkening sky in the heart of London this sparkling tree
seems to catch the spirit of Christmas.

(A Bridge to English by A. F. Scott and Kathleen Box)

Exercise 2. Give the main idea of the text in one sentence.

Exercise 3. Choose one of these statements.

A. Yes, | like this story' a lot!

B. No, | don’t like this story' at all.

C Well, | wouldn’t say | like this story' very much.
" holiday, tradition, joke

Give an explanation to the chosen statement in fifty words.
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LESSON 2

Exercise 1. Read the text using a dictionary.

CHRISTMAS HUMOUR

While doing some Christmas shopping | overheard an assistant ask a
young customer what he wanted Santa Claus to bring him for Christmas.
The little boy’s face lit up as he answered enthusiastically, <A baby brother.»
Upon hearing this request, his mother patted him on the head and replied
sweetly, «I’'m afraid there just aren’t enough shopping days left, dear.»

A pert five-year-old of our acquaintance said to her mother rather
smugly the other day, «You know what? | don’t believe in Santa Claus any
more. And you know what else? | don’t believe in William the Conqueror
any more.»

The Post Office received a letter addressed to the North Pole which
read: Dear Santa, please send me a good-behaviour kit at once.

Exercise 2. Give the main idea of the text in one sentence.

Exercise 3. Choose one of these statements.

A. Yes, | like this story' a lot!

B. No, | don’t like this story' at all.

C Well, | wouldn’t say | like this story' very much.
" holiday, tradition, joke

Give an explanation to the chosen statement in fifty words.
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LESSON 3

Exercise 1. Read the text using a dictionary.

A PRACTICAL JOKE

About forty years ago a tradesman of the town of Dover had a good
laugh at the expense of his fellow citizens.

On March 31 of the year in question, a large number of persons who
owned dogs received a very official-looking document. It was marked
«Urgent», and it bore the municipal coat of arms at the head of the page.
The document was typewritten and signed by the Mayor of the town. It ran
as follows:

«Owing to a sudden outbreak of hydrophobia, it has become
necessary to take special measures of precaution against this terrible
malady and to have all the dogs of the town vaccinated.»

The notice went on to say that all persons owning dogs were
therefore summoned to appear at the Town Hall at 10 o’clock sharp on the
following morning, April 1, accompanied by their pets.

By ten o’clock on the day appointed, hundreds of dogs, muzzled and
unmuzzled, and of all breeds and sizes have assembled and were barking
and wagging their tails in the courtyard of the Town Hall.

Aroused by the hubbub, the astonished officials came to the windows.
None of them knew what to make of it. When the owners of the dogs
showed their summonses and demanded admission, they were informed
that there must be some mistake, as no such notices had been sent out.

Gradually it dawned upon the victims that some wit or other had
.made April fools of them. Most of them took it in good part and after a
hearty laugh dispersed to their homes.

CoBpeMeHHbIN M'ymaHuTapHblii YHuBepcuteT

50



Exercise 2. Give the main idea of the text in one sentence.

Exercise 3. Choose one of these statements.

A. Yes, | like this story' a lot!

B. No, | don’t like this story' at all.

C Well, | wouldn’t say | like this story' very much.
" holiday, tradition, joke

Give an explanation to the chosen statement in fifty words.

LESSON 4
Exercise 1. Read the text using a dictionary.

GARDENING

Much leisure time is spent in individualistic pursuits, of which the most
popular is gardening. Most English people love gardens, their own above
all, and this is probably one reason why so many people prefer to live in
houses rather than flats. Particularly in suburban areas it is possible to pass
row after row of ordinary small houses, each one with its neatly-kept patch
of grass surrounded by a great variety of flowers and shrubs. Many people
who have no gardens of their own have patches of land or «allotments» in
specially reserved areas—though a group of allotment gardens, with its
mixed-up collection of sheds for keeping the tools and the dull
arrangement of the rectangular sections of land, is usually not a thing of
beauty. Although the task of keeping a garden is so essentially individual,
for many people gardening is the foundation of social and competitive
relationships. Flower-shows and vegetable-shows, with prizes for the best
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exhibits, are immensely popular, and to many gardeners the process of
growing the plants seems more important than the merely aesthetic
pleasure of looking at the flowers or the prospect of eating the vegetables.
In many places a competitive gardener’s ambition is to grow the biggest
cabbages or leeks or carrots, and the plain fact that the merits of most
vegetables on the table are in inverse ratio to their size seems often to be
forgotten.

(Life in Modern Britain by Peter Bromhead)

Exercise 2. Give the main idea of the text in one sentence.

Exercise 3. Choose one of these statements.

A. Yes, | like this story' a lot!

B. No, | don’t like this story' at all.

C Well, | wouldn’t say | like this story' very much.
" holiday, tradition, joke

Give an explanation to the chosen statement in fifty words.

LESSON 5

Exercise 1. Read the text using a dictionary.

KEEPING PET ANIMALS

A tradition that is rooted not only in our own soil, but in the minds of
the rest of the world is the devotion of the English to animals. Certainly,
they will speak affectionately to and of their dogs and horses, which is more
than they will do concerning their friends and family — but between the
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dogs and horses and the rest of the brute creation a sharp line has been
drawn. The fox, the deer, the badger, the otter, the pheasant, and many
others would have but little to say the praise of the animal-loving English,
were they consulted. Even the domestic cat is, for the most part, only
viewed as an inferior kind of dog, its sole virtue being that it will — like its
owners — kill other, smaller animals.

But by dint of never thinking about it, the English firmly believe
themselves to be the only nation on the earth that is really kind to its
animals.

(The British Character by Pont)

Exercise 2. Give the main idea of the text in one sentence.

Exercise 3. Choose one of these statements.

A. Yes, | like this story' a lot!

B. No, | don’t like this story' at all.

C Well, | wouldn’t say | like this story' very much.
" holiday, tradition, joke

Give an explanation to the chosen statement in fifty words.
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