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Reported speech (1)

BN study this situation:

I'm You want to tell =zomeone else what Tom said.
o ﬁ?ﬁﬂm There are two wavz of doing thisz:
b2
10 You can repeat Tom's words (F/rscf speechl:
o " Ton =zaid ‘I'm feeling ill’.
—
COr wou can use reforisfd zpeech:
Tom =aid ( that) he waz feeling ill.

Compare the fwo =entences: I |
L

¥
& irest Ton said ‘[:] an|feeling ill’. |wou use these to show
it iz direct =peech

i 1

q When we uze reported zpeech. we are uvzuwally talking about the pazt. So
wverbs uzually change to the pazt in reported speech. For example:

ansis -+ wasz are —¢ HeEre haveshas —» had Wwill = would can —+ could
doswant knou stoc. 4 didfuwantedsknen sto.

Study theze examplez. You met Tom. Here are zome thingz he =zalid to wou:

[My parents are very well. |
[Ann has bought a new car. | :‘;_u
[I'm going to give up my ,job.| =
Ilcan‘t come to the party l
on Friday.
| I'm going away for a few days. |
I'11 phone you when I get back.

Iwant to go on holiday but
I don*t know whexre to go.

Now wou tell =szomeone else Tom =zaid (in reported speech):

— Tom =aid (that) his parents uere very uell.

— Tom =said (that) he wa=s going to give up his job.

— Tom =aid (that) Ann had bought a new car.

— Tom =aid (that) he could’'t come to the party on Fridaw.

— Tom =aid (that) he wanted to go on holiday but he didn't know where to
go.

— Ton =aid (that) he wa= going away for a few day= and would phone ne
uwhen he oot back.

The pazt zimple (] did) can wzually =tay the zame in reported zpeech, or
you can change it to the past perfect (] had donel: did 4 did &= had dooe
Firect Ton =zaid ‘I woke up feeling ill and =0 I =taved in bed’.

reported Ton =aid (that) he woke (o0 had woken) up feeling ill and =o he
staved (or had =tawved) in bed.

For reported zpeech alzo Units 48 and S5H8b.
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