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Could (do) and could have (done)

g e u=ze could (do) in a number of wayz. Sometime= it iz the past of can
(do) (gee Unit 261, but zometimes it haz a pressst or Futers meaning. For
example, we sometimes uze could to tallk akbout poz=zible future actions.

ezpecial ly when we make zuggestions:

— 'What shall we do this evening?' ‘He could go to the cinema.’
— When vou go to Hew York, wou could stay with Linda.
Can iz also possikle in these =entences. ('lle can go to the cinema.’) Could is=
more unzure than can.

We alzo uze could to tallk about poz=zible future happening=:
— There could be another rize in the price of petrol soon. (= It i=
po==ible that there will be.)

Somet imes could means would be able to:

— Why does=n't Tom apply for the job? He could get it.
- I don't know how she works 14 hours a dav. I couldn’t do it.



