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Uerh + preposition + -ing

Many werbs have the structure verd (4 + preposition (P) + sh/sc+ . For
example, talk about:

— We talked about the problemn. (the problem is the s4/s0#)
If the object another wverbh. it end=z in ~ing:
— We talked about going to America. (VW + P + ~in=)

Here are some more werhz which have the structure V + P + —ing:

zucceed in Has Ton succeeded in finding a job vet?
feel like (=) I don't feel like going out tonight.
thinlt about.of fAre vou thinking of#about]| buying a house?
dream of I've aluways dreaned of being rich.
approvesdizapprove of 3he doesn't approve of ganbling.

look forward to I'n looking forward 1o neeting her.

inzizt on He insisted on buying me a drink.
decide again=t He decided against mnoving to London.
apologize for He apologised for keeping me waiting.

(#) [ fesl like doing = ['d like to do. I'm in the mood to do.

e zay ‘apologise to zomeone for something’:
— He apologised 1o ne for keeping me waiting. (757 ‘he apologized me’)

With =zome of these verbs you can alzo uze the structure verd + prsgosition +
zomeone + —ing. For example:

— He are all looking forward to Peter coming hone.

— She doe=n‘t approwve of her =zon staving out late at night.
— They insisted on me (5~ mv) staying with them. (See also Unit 35c.)

“ Theze werbz have the structure verd + cdisct + prepositlion + ~ing:

accuze They accused ne of telling lies.

zuzpect Did they zuzpect the man of being a spy?
congratulate I congratulated Ann on paszing the exan.
prevent Hhat prevented him from comning to the wedding?
=top He stopped everyvone| from (#)| leaving the building.
thanl: 1 thanked her for being =o helpful.
forgive Pleaze forgive ne for not writing to wou.
warn They warned us against buying the car.

(%) After =top you can leave out from. B0 you can =ay:

— We =stopped evervone leaving (o~ from leaving) the building.
Some of these werbz are often uzed in the passiwve:

— I was accused of telling lies.

— Was the man suspected of being a spw?
— We were warned against buying it.




