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Unit 51 Auxiliary verbs in short answers, short question etc.

So am [/Neither am I § I think so/I hope so etc.

H Can vou sWin? I have lost ny key. He night not cone.

In the=ze zentences can, have and might are suxiSfzry (= helping) verhz.
e often uwse auxiliary werbs when we don’t want to repeat zomething:

— ‘Are vou working tomorrow?’ '‘Ye=s, I an.' (= I am working tomorrow)
- He could lend us the money but he won't. (= he won't lend us money)

Uze dosdoezsdid for present and past zimple zhort answers:
— ‘Ioeszs he s=moke?’' ‘He did but he doe=n‘t any mnore.’

— 'It rained every day during our holidav.' ‘Did it?’
- ‘Ann i=sn’t very well today.' ‘0Oh, i=n't she?’
- '*I've just zeen Ton.' ‘0Oh, have wvou? How iz he?’

The=ze short gquestions (Did it7, i=n't she?, have wou?) are not real questions.
e uze them to show polite intere=t in what someone has =aild and they help to
keep the converzation going.

Sometimes we u=ze zhort questionz to zhow surprize:

— *Jim and Mora are getting married.' ‘fAre they? Really?’

e alsoc use auxiliary werbhz with =o and neither:
— *I’m feeling tired.’ 'So am [.* (= 1 am feeling tired tool
— 'I never read newspapers.' ‘*Heither do [.* (= I newver read them sither)

Mote the word order after =o and neither (wsrd before subdisct):
— I pas=sed the exam and =o did Tomn. (7z?7 ‘so Tom did’)

HMor can be used instead of neither:
— 'I can't remember his namne.' *Mor can I. # Heither can I.°

Fot ... either can be u=zed inztead of neither and nor:
- *I haven’'t got any money.® ‘Heither have I.' &~ ‘I haven’t either.’

un I think =o-hope =o etc.
e uze =zo In thiz way after a number of werbsz, ezpecially thinl, hope, sxpect,
suppose and ['m afraid:

— '‘I= zhe Engli=h%?* I think =o.’
- *Hill Tonm comne?’ ‘I expect so.°’

— *Ha= Ann been invited to the party?’ ‘I =zuppose =o.°’

The negatiwve form depends on the werh:

I think =0 # I expect =0 — I don’t think =0 # I don't expect =o

I hope =0 # I'm afraid so — [ hope not # I'm afraid not

I zuppose =o — I don't suppose =0 o~ I =uppose not
— *I= =zhe American?’ ‘I don't think =o.’

- 'I= it going to rain?' ‘I hope not.’ (s 'l don't hope =o')



