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Present perfect (I have done / I have been doing)

with how long, for and since

“ Study thiz example zituation:

Bob and Alice are married. They got married
iy exactly 20 yearz ago. So today iz their Z20th
X wedding anniverzary.

They hawve been married for 28 vears.
e usze the present perfect to zay how long

zomething hasz existed or how long something
ha=z been happening.

" How long hawve they been narried?

o faTr]

They are married.

e uwze the pre=zent perfect continuous (] have been doing) to =zay how long
zomething ha=s been happening. Note that the action iz =till happening nomw:

— I've been learning English for a long time.
— Sorry I'm late. Have wou been waiting long?
— It°'= been raining since I got up this morning.

Sometimes the action iz a repeated action tzee also Unit 16b):

— Tom haz been driving for ten vears.
— How long have wou been s=moking?

The continuous (] have heen doing) or the =zimple (] have donel) can he u=zed for
actionz repeated owver a long period:

— I've been collecting # I’ve collected stanps =ince I was a child.
e uze the zimple ([ hawve done) for =zituation= that exi=t for a long time
(ezpecially if we =zay alwayz). Note that the zituation =till exiztz now:

- My father has always worked hard. (777 ‘haz always been working’)

e uze the continuousz for =ituations over a zhorter time. Compare:

- John ha=z been liwving in London =ince Januari.

- John ha=z alwayz lived in London.
q Some werhz (for example he, have, koowl) are not normally uzed in the
continuowuz (zee Unit 3b for a lizt and Unit 24 for havel:

— Hou long have Bob and Alice been married?

— Tom has had a cold for the past week. (ns¢ ‘haz Been having )
— Tom and I have known each other since we uwere at school.

Do not uze the present zimple (I do) or continuous (] a2m doing) to =zaw
how long something haz been happening:

— I've been waiting here for an hour. (5o ‘1 am waltiog ')
— Hou long have swou known Ton? (7572 ‘do wou knowm')

actionz repeated over a long period:



