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If sentences (present/future)

n Compare these examplesz:

Tom: I think I left my lighter in vour house. Have vou seen it?
Ann: Mo, but I'11 have a look. If I find it, I'1l give it to vou.

In thi=z example there iz a real po==ibility that Ann will find the
lighter. So she =ays: 'If [ find ... ['1l ..." (zee alzo Unit 9c7.

Ann: If T found £188 in the street, I would keep it.
Thiz iz a different type of zituation. Ann iz not thinking about a real

possibility; zhe iz imagining the situation. So she =ays: 'If | found ...
[ would ..." (ped “if [ find ... IT'11°0.

lhen you imagine a future happening like thiz, you uze a psst fenss (didqmazs
found eteo.) after if. But the meaning iz #mof paszt:

— What would wou do if vou won a million pounds?

= If we didn’t go to their party next week, they would be very angry.
— Ann wouldn't lend me any money if I asked her.

“ e do not normally uze would in the if part of the =zentence:

- I'd be very frightened if someone pointed a gun at me. (ss7 'if zomeons
would point’)

- If we didn't go to their party next uweek, they would be angry. (sz# 'if
we wouldn’t g0’

domet imez it iz pozzible to =zay if ... would, especially when yvou aszk someone
to do zomething in a formal way:

= I would be very grateful if wyou would send me your brochure and price
li=t a= soon as possible. (from 7 Forms! f=titsr)
— '3hall I close the door?' ‘Yes, please, if you would.'’

q In the other part of the sentence (not the if part) we use woulds
wonldn ‘t. lould is often shortened to ‘d, especlally in =poken English:

- If yvou =topped smoking, vou'd probably fesl healthier.
= They wouldn®t come to the party if wou invited then.



