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Present perfect (I have done) or past simple
(I did)? (1)

n ptudy thi=z example s=ituwation:

e
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Thiz iz Tom. He iz looking for hi=z key. He
can't find it.

He ha= lo=t his key. (presss? psrfect)
Thiz means that he ha=sn't got hiz key now

\ HOM lom has ftound hls Key.

Thiz meansz that he haz got hiz key now.

Haz he lost his key? (gpressa? perfect)
Mo, he hasn't. He has found it.

Did he los=e his key? (pss? simpis)
Yez, he did.

He lo=st Cpss? simeis) his key but now he has found Cpressn? perfec?) it.

The prezent perfect (haz lozt) alwayz tellz u= zomething abouwt the pre=sent.
'‘He ha= lost hi=z kew' tells us that he ha=n’t got it now (=ee Unit 13). The
past =imple (lost) tells us onlwy about the past. If we =zay '‘He lost hiz kew',
we don't know whether he has it now or not. We only know that he lozt it at
zome time in the past. Here are =zome more examples:

— He grew a beard but now he has zhaved it off. (= He hasn't got a beard
nomml .
— Prices fell but now they have rizen again (= They are high now).

Fh[)n:u not u=e the prezent perfect (1 have donel) for happeningdz or actions
which are not connected with the present (for example, hisztorical event=z):

— The Chinese invented printing. (75?7 ‘have invented')
— Shakespeare urote Hanfe?. (nz? ‘has written')
— Hou nany symphonies did Beethoven conpose? (5?7 ‘has ... composed’)

e uze prezent perfect ([ have done) to give new information or to
annownce a recent happening (zee Unit 13). But if we continwe to talk about
it, we normally uze the past =imple (] didl:

- A: Ou! I've burnt myself!

! Hou did wou do that? (#s¢ ‘have you done ')

I touched a hot dish. (75?2 ‘hawve touched’)

: Look! Somebody haz spilt milk on the carpet.

: Hell, it was=n’t me. I didn’t do it. (»s7 ‘hasn't been ... hawen't
done ')

I wonder who it was then. (757 ‘who it haz been')
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For more information about the preszent perfect and pazt zimple zee Unit 21.



