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Unit 168 To + infinitive after adjectives

H Compare these two =zentences:

Tim d 't " 1 1 A It is difficult to understand him.
1M COES0 L SPEak VEry CISAriy. E He i= difficult to understand.

Sentences A and B hawe the some meaning. But note that we zay 'He is

difficult to underztand.’ (se# '‘He iz difficult to understand A/7m.')

You can wuze the ztructure un zentence B after difficultseazysimpozzibleshard
and after a few other adjectiwves:

— Your writing is almost inpossible to read. (7z? ‘... to read it')
(= It iz almost impos=zible to read your writing.)

— Do vou think this water is =afe to drink? (so? ‘... to driok it')

— Jill is wery interesting to talk to. (ss? ‘... to talk to her’')

You can alszo uze thisz =tructure with an s/ sct e + goun:

— This iz a very difficult question to answer. (ss? ‘... to answer it’')
— Jill i=s an interesting perzon to talk to.

— I enjoyed the football match. It was an exciting game to watch.

“ We use to + irfinltivs after the first ~ the zecond ~ the third etc. and
also after the next and the laszt:

— Hho was the firzt man to reach the South Pole?

If I have any more news, vou’'ll be the first to know.

— The next train to arrive at platform 4 will be the 6.58 1o Cardiff.
— WHho waz the lazt person fo leave the building last night?

Tou can u=ze to + fafinitive after a number of adjectiwesz to =zay how
zomeone feels about zomething. For example:

— I was =zorry to hear that wour father iz ill.

— Has Ton sufprised to =ee Quu when you visited hin?
= I was delighted to get your letter last ueek.

Other adjectivez wou can uze in thiz way inoclude:

happr plea=zed dizappointed amazed
glad zad relieved aztonizhed

p Note the structure (it iz) nice of =zomeone to do =zomething. This
ztructure i= poz=ible after a number of adjectivez including:

nice Mmean z2illy polite SENerous
kind ztupid clever care lezss

— It was nice of yvou to take me to the s=tation. Thank wou very nmush.

— It was careleszz of Jack 1o leave the door unlocked when he went out.
— It's =tupid ot him to give wup hiz job when he needs the noney.

— It was very generous of Ann to lend us the money.

— Hho wazs the firzst man to reach the South Pole?
— If I have anv more news, vou'll be the first to know.
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