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If and wish sentences (present)

H Study thiz example zituation:

Tom want=s to telephone Sue but he can't do thizs kecause he doesn't know
her telephone number. He =zays=:

If I knew her number, I would telephone her.

Tom =ays ‘If [ knew her number...'. Thiz tells us that he doesn’'t lknow
her number. He iz imagining the zituation. The real situwation iz that
he dossn’t know her mmber .

Mhen you imagine a situation like this, you use a pssf tense ('] dide] was-sl
knew' etc.) after if. But the meaning iz present, not past:

— Ton would travel if he had more money. (but he doesn't hawve much monewy)
— If I didn’t want to go, I wouldn’t. (hut [ want to gol
— He wouldn't have any money if we didn't work. (hut we work)

e alzo uze the pas=t for a present =ituation after wi=zh. lle use wizh %o
zay that we regret =zomething, that =zomething i= not az we would like 1t to he:

T e T I wizh 1 knew Sue’s telephone number. (I don't

AH UMERELLA ) n ! kan it . j

' Do vou ever wizh wvou could £ly? (You can't fly.)

I wizsh it didn‘t rain 2o much in England. (It
rainz a lot.]

It's cromded here. I wizh there weren’t so many
people. (there are a lot of people.)

I wish I didn*t have to work. (I hawe to worlk.)

n In if =entences and after wiszh you can use were Instead of wa=i
— If I were you, I wouldn’t buy that coat. (s~ 'If I was zou’)

— I'd go out if it weren’'t raining. (s~ 'if it wa=n't raining’)
— I wish my roon were larger. (o~ ‘I wizh my room was larger.’]

n Do not uze would in the if part of the =zentence or after wizh:

— If I uere rich, I would buy a castle. (sz? 'if [ would kbe rich’)
— I wish I uwere taller. (7?2 ‘I wish [ would ke taller.’)

But zometimez [ wizh ... would ... iz pozsible. See Unit 39.
Could sometimes means ‘would be abkle to! and sometimez ‘was able to':

— She could (= would be akle to) get a job more easily if she could
(= waz able tol twpe.

For if =entencez and wizh =ee alzo Units 36, 38 and 39.



