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Past perfect continuous (I had been doing)

H Study thiz example =ituvation:

=t Yesterday morning I got up and looked out of
E;Eiifg}{ [ the window. The sun was zhining but the ground
f=ie

waz very mwet .
?f.

2,
ﬂ__ It wasn't raining when [ looked ocut of the
2 window;: the =zun was zhining. But it had Leen
raining. That's why the ground was wet.

It had been raining.

Had been raining 1z the psst psrfect contlnuowes tensze:
I7hesshe (etc.) had (= I‘'d # he‘d # she'd etc.) been doing.

— Hhen the boys came into the house, their clothes were dirty. their
hair was untidy and one had a black eve. They had been fighting.
= I was very tired when I arrived hone. I°d been working hard all daw.

You can u=e the past perfect continuouvs to =ay how long zomething had
been happening before zomething elze happened:

— The football match had to be stopped. They had been plaving for half
an hour when there waz a terrible stornm.
— Ken had been s=noking for 38 yvears when he finally gave it up.

q The pa=t perfect continuwou=z (I had bheen doing) iz the paszt of the preszent
perfect continuwouz (] have heen doing). Compare:

Fresent, Fast

How long have wou been waiting? Hou long had you been waiting when
tuntil now? the bus finally cane?

He's out of breath. He haz bheen He was out of breath. He had been
running. running.

—r —r

funtil EDWJ the busufinaliy cane?
He's out of breath. He hazs been He was out of breath. He had been
running. running.

q Compare the past perfect continuows (I had heen doing) and the past
continuous ([ waz doing):

- When I looked out of the window, it had been raining. (= [t wasn't
raining when I looked out;: it had =topped.)

— When I looked out of the window, it was raining. (= Ealn waz falling at
the time I looked ocut.)

quﬂl:nme verbs (for example know) cannot be used in the continuvous form.
ee Unit 3b for a lizt of the=ze verh=.

For the pazt perfect zimple =ee Unit 22.

— The football match had to be stopped. They had been playving for half
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