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Present perfect continuous (I have heen doing) or

present perfect simple (I have done)?

H Study thesze examples zituwations:
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Aon’'s clothes are covered in paint.

Ha= heen painting iz the pressst
perfect contfnvows tense.

We are interezted in the action. It
cdoez not matter whether =omething
haz been finished or not. In the
example, the action has not heen
finizhed.

The ceiling wa=s white. MNow it's
T_i.|'|'|'ﬂ -
Haz painted iz the pressst

perfect simpls tense.

Thiz time, the Important thing i=s
that something haz been finizhed.
e are interested in the result of
the action, not in the action
itzelf.

Here are =zome pairs of examples:

Tom'z handzs are very dirty. He has
been repairing the car.

You've been zmoking too much
recently. You zhould amoke lezs.

The car iz going again now. Tom
haz repaired it.

Somebody haz =moked all my cigar—
ettes. The packet iz emptw.

We uze the continuovs form to =ay
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how long something has heen
happening:

Ann has been writing letters
all day.

Hom long hawve vou been reading
that book?

Jin has been plaving tennis
zince 2 o’'clock.

e use the s /mgfs form to zay how
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much we have done, how many things
we have done, or how many timesz we
have done zomething:

Ann has written ten letters today.

How many pages of that book have
vou read?
Jim ha=z plaved tennisz three times
this week.

See Unit 18 for more information abowt the prezent perfect and how long?

Bome verbz are not used in the continuowus form, for example koow. You

have to =zay have known (gof
zee Unit 3b.

Tom's hands are wery dirty. He has
been repairina the car.

‘have been knowing'l). For a list of these werks

The car iz going again now. Tom
has repaired it.




