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Present tenses (I am doing / I do) with a future meaning

} n Fregent contfnucws with a future meaning
Study thiz example =zituation:

Thiz iz Tom's diary for next week.
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He iz playing tenniz on Honday afternoon.
He iz going to the dentist on Tuesday morning.
He iz hawving dinner with Ann on Friday.
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In all thesze examplez, Tom haz already decided
and arranged to do theze things.

When mouw are talking about what yvou hawve already arranged to do., uze the
prezent continuous (] am doing). Do mof uze the prezent simple (I dol.

- A: Uhat are wou doing tomorrow evening? (#ss57 ‘what do wou do ')
' going 1o the theatre. (rs? 'l o)

! Are you playing football tomorrowm?

: Yes, but Ton i=n't plaving. He has hurt his leqg.

! Ann i= coning tomorrom.

: Oh, is s=he? What tine i= the arriving?

: At 18.15.

! Are wou neeting her at the station?

I can’t. I‘m working tomorrom morning.
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It iz alzo poz=ible to u=ze Zoing to (dol) in theze =zentences=:

— Hhat are wou going to do tomorrom evening?
— Tom i= going to play tennis on Honday afternoon.

But the prezent continuous iz usually more natural when wou are talking about
arrangementz. Bee alzo Unit 5

— What are you doing this evening? (ro7 ‘what will wou do')
— Alex i= getting married next nonth. (757 ‘Alex will get ')

un Fresent sfimgfe mith a future meaning
2 uze the present simple when we are tallkking about timetablez, programmes
etc. (for example, for public transport,. cinemasz):

— What time doe=z the film begin?
— The train leaves Plymouth at 18.38 and arrives in London at 13.45.

— The football match starts at 8 o'’clock.
— Tomorrow iz Hednesday.

But we do not normally wze the prezent zimple for personal arrangements:

— WHhat time are wou nesting ANN? (757 ‘do you meet ')



