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Present continuous (I am doing) or
present simple (I do)?

Befors you study this vnit,

n Study thiz explanation

stedy Units 1

s 2 .

and compare the examples:

Fresen? continugys (1 an doing)
Uze the prezent continuous to talk
k‘ahuut zomething which iz happening

at or around the time of speaking:

I an
doing
|
el

paET Futurs

Lizten to those people. What language
are they =peaking?

*Uhere’s Ton?' '‘He‘s playing tennis.*

(yow Find & strangsr fn your coom)
Hhat are you doing here?

Silvia i= in Britain for three
nonths. She's learning English.

Uze the prezent contlinuous for a

temporsry =ituation:

I‘'n living with somne friends until I
can find a flat.

That machine i=n’'t working.
douwn thizs morning.

It broke

Tze the prezent zimple to tallk about
thing=z in general or thingz which
happen repeatedly:

4—— I do ,
|

I
from

past Futurs

Excuse me, do you speak English?

Ton plavs tennis every Saturday.

Hhat do wou wusually do at weekends?

Uhat do you do? (= That's your jok7)

Host people learn 1o swin when they
are children.

Uze the prezent zimple for a

permansnt g2ituation:

Hy parent=s live in London. They have
been there for 28 years.

That machine doesn’t work.
worked for years.

It hasn't

“ Some verhs
T am knowing .
Some werbs

not normally used in continuous tenses

are uzged only in =zimple ten=zes=.
You can only =ay I know. Here iz a li=t of

‘ ﬂ are uzed only in =imple tenses.
T am knowing'. You can only say [ know. Here is a list of

For example, you cannot =ay
verbz which are

For example, you cannot =ay
verbz which are
(bt there are exceptionz):

want like belong know SUppOsE renenber
need love see realise Mean forget
prefer hate hear believe understand seen
have (when the meaning 1= ‘posseszs’ - =zee also Unit 24 )

think (when the meaning iz ‘helieve’)

Do you like London? (7z¢ ‘are you liking')

He doesn't understand. (7s#¢ ‘he isn’t understanding’)

These shoes belong to me. (757 ‘are helonging')

Hhat do wou think Tom will do? (= What do you heliewe he will do¥)

fut: What are you thinking about? (= llhat iz going on in your mind?)
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