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-ing clauses - ‘Feeling tired, I went to bed early.’

ﬂ H ofsuss 1z a part of a =entence. Some =entences hawe two clausze=:
— Feeling tired, I went to bed early.

In thizs =zentence. 'l went to bed esarly’ iz the msin ofzvss.
Feeling tired iz the -ing cfswvss.

q When two things happen at the zame time, you can use ~ing for one of the
verbz. The main clause uzuwally comes first:

— She waz =itting in an armchair reading a book. (= zhe wa=z =zitting and
zhe waz reading)

— I ran out of the house zhouting. (= I waz zhouting when I ran out of
the housze)

e alzo uge ~ing when one action happens during another. Use -ing for the
longer action.The longer action iz the zecond part of the =zentence.

— Jin hurt his arn while plaving tennis. (= while he was plaving)
— Be careful when cros=ing the road. (= when you are croszing)
Then one action happenz hefore another action, you can use having (done)

for the first action:

— Having found a hotel, they looked for somewhere to have dinner.
— Hawving finished our work, we went hone.

You could also say After -ing:
— After finishing our work, we went hone.

If the second action happens immediately after the first., wou can use the
zimple - ing form (doing instead of having donesd:

— Taking a key out of his pocket, he opened the door.

Theze =tructurez are uzed mainly in written English.

You can als=o uze an " ing clauze to explain zomething or to =zay why
zomeone did something. The -ing clauze uzually comes first:

— Feeling tired, I went to bed early. (= hecausze [ felt tired)

— Being unemploved, he hasn't got much nmoney. (= hecause he i=
unemployed)

— Mot having a car, she finds it difficult to get around. (= bhecause =he
doezn‘t hawe a car)

— Having already =een the film twice, I didn’t want to go to the cinema.
(= hecauze I had already =seen it twicel

Theze =tructurez are uzed more in written than in spoken Englizh.



