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UNIT BH ‘A friend of mine’, *my own house’
On my own / by myself

[Ln A friend of mine ~ a friend of Tom's
e zay 'a friend of mineswours-hiz<hers-theirz’'. (po? ‘'a friend of me-youwshim’
etoc.):

— A friend of nine is coning to stay with me next week. (7z#¢ ‘a friend of
me 'l

— We went on holiday with =omne friends of ours. (s5?¢ ‘zome friends of u=s‘)

— Ton had an argument with a neighbour of his=.

— It was a good zuggestion of vours to go swimming thiz afternoon.

e alszo =ay ‘a friend of Tom'z=', ‘a friend of my brother ‘=2’ etc.:

— That man over there iz a friend of ny brother’s.
— It was a good idea of Tom's to go swimming.
1M My own ... ~ your ... etc.
o1 cannot =ay ‘an own ' [lan omn house’s ‘an own car’s eto.d
You must uv=e mysvour-hiz<its-our<their before own:

my own house YOUr OMn car her own room
Il own ... = zomething that iz only mine, not shared or horrowed:

— Do many people in England have their own house? (757 ‘an own house ')
— I don't want to share with anvone. I want ny own room.

— Unfortunately the flat hasn’t got itz own entrance.

— It's my own fault that I've got no money. I spend it too quickly.

— Why do you want to borrow nmy car? Hhy can’t wou use vour own (car)?

You can also u=ze ... own ... to zay that you do something yourzelf in=ztead of
zomebody el=se doing it for you. For example:

— Ann alWwaws cuts her own hair. (= she cuts it herzelf; she doesn’t so
to the hairdresser)

— M won oo unie owun senetahleaes? (= An moir sram them amimres 1 Ta oo
garden inztead of buying them from shop=T7)

H On my own »~ by myzelf

On my own and by my=self both mean alone. We say:

on myyvour~his<hersits our-their owun
b nyself vourself-hinself herself- itself Cgimguiar)
¥ ourze lvessyourse lvez-thenselves Cplurai)

I like living on ny own ¢ by nyself.

— Did vou go on holiday on wvour own # by vourself?

— Jack uwaz =sitting on hiz oun ¢ by hinz=elf in a corner of the cafe.

— Learner drivers are not allowd to drive on their oun ¢ by thenzelves.

For myzelf-wourzelf etc. =zee alzo Unit 81.

— Unfortunately the flat hasn’t got its own entrance.
= It's v own fault that I've got no money. 1 spend it too quickly.
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