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Prefer and would rather

H Frefer to do and prefer doing

Tou can use prefer to do' or ‘prefer doing’ to say what wou prefer in
general . '‘Prefer to do' iz more usual:

— I don’t like cities. I prefer to live (or [ prefer living) in the
country.

Study the difference in structure:

I prefer (doing) something to (doing) =zonething el=ze
bt 1 prefer to do something rather than (do) zonething else

— I prefer that coat to the coat wvou were wearing vesterday.
— Ton prefers driving to travelling by train.
S Tom prefers to drive rather than travel by train.
— I prefer to live in the country rather than (live) in a city.

“ Would prefer (to do)d

Uze ‘would prefer to do’ to zay what someone wants to do in a particular
zituation tnot in general):

— "Hould wou prefer tea or coffee?’ 'Coffee, please.’
— 'SBhall we go by train?’ ‘Hell, I'd prefer to go by car.

(7o ‘going’)

Hote the structure:

I'd prefer to do something rather than (do) zomething else

— I'd prefer to s=tay at home tonight rather than go to the cinena.

g Wowld rather (do) = would prefer to do. After would rather we usze the
infinitive withouwt fo.

Compars : Hell, I°'d prefer to go by car.

in?
Shall we go by train? | Well, I'd rather go by car. l(rsd ‘to gof)

— I'd rather =tay at home than go to the cinemna.

n Would rather =zomeone did something

Ihen you want someone slse to do something, wou can say ['d rather did ...~
I'd rather he did ... etc. We use the fss57 in this structure but the meaning i=s

prezent or future. not past.

LEEsre f 1'd rather cook the dinner nou.

I'd rather vou cooked the dinner now. (nz? '1'd rather wou cook?)

— 'SBhall I =tay here?" ‘Hell, I'd rather vou came with u=s.’
— I'd rather vou didn’t tell anvone uwhat I =aid.
— 'Do vou mind if 1 =noke?' ‘I°'d rather wvou didn’t.’

AN .

. Hell, I°'d prefer to go by car.
o
Shall we go by train? | Well, I'd rather oo by car. (75¢ ‘to go’)



