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Unit 184 Superlatives - the longest, the most enjoyable etc.

ﬂ Study theze examples=s:

Hhat i= the longezt river the world?
Hhat was the mo=t enjoyvable holiday wou’ve ever had?

Longe=zt and mozt enjovable are supscistive forms.

F e use ==t or mo=t ... to form the zuperlative of adjectiwvez and
adverbs. In general we uze ezt for zhorter words and mozt ... for longer
word=z. (The rules are the zame a= thoze for the comparative - zee Unit 181 .)

For example:

long”longe=st hot-hotte=t eazy/eazie=t hard-harde=t
Ao mozt famous mo=t horing mo=t difficult mo=t expen=zive

For =spelling rile=z =zee Appendix 3.

Yezsterday was the hottez=t day of the year.

— That waz the moz=t boring film I've ever seen.

‘*Uhy did yvou =tay at that hotel?’ ‘It wa=s the cheapezt we could find.'’
— She iz a really nice perszon — one of the nicezt people I knowl.

MNote the irregular superlatiwez hezt and worst:

— That was a delicious neal. It's one of the best I've ever had.
— Why does he aluways come 1o see me at the worst possible monent?

Don't forget that we normally use the with superlatiwes: ‘the best', ‘the most
boring' etc.
Oldest and eldsst
The =superlative of old iz olde=t:
— That houze over there is the oldest building in the toun.

e uze =lde=zt when we are talking about the members of a family:

Hv eldest son is 13 vears old.
Are you the eldes=t in your family?

n After zuperlatiwves, we use in with places (towns, buildingz etc.):

— What’s the longest river in the world? (77 ‘of the world’)
— We were lucky to have one of the nicest roonz in the hotel.

Afsst (the best ...) in the claz= ~ in the team ~ in the company etc.
Sert the happiest day of my life, the hotte=zt day of the wear.

Note that we often uze the presss? perfec? (1 have donel after a superlatiwve
(zee alzo Unit 1dal:

— What’s the bezt filmn vou've ever =een?
— That waz the most delicious meal ['ve had for a long tinme.

H e =ometimes use mo=t + adjectiwe (without ‘the') to mean wery:
— The book you lent me was nozt interesting. (= very interezting)

— Thank you for the money. It was mos=t generous of you. (= very
generous )
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