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It is said that ... / He is said to ... etc. and supposed to

ﬂ Study thiz example =ituation:

Thi=z iz Henry. He i= wery old but nobody lknows
exactly how old he is. But:

It iz =aid that iz 188 years old.

iz =maid to be 188 years old.

Both theze =zentencez mean: ‘People =zay that
he iz 108 zearz old’.
You can alzo uze theze =tructurez with:

thought believed reported under=tood
lonomon expected alleged cons idered

It iz =zaid Henry eatz ten eggs a dav. &~ Henry iz zaid to eat ten eggs

a day.

It iz believed that the wanted man is &~ The wanted man i= believed

living in Hewm York. to be living in Hew York.
It iz expected that the strike will o  The strike in expected 1o begin
begin tomorrom. tomorrom.

It is alleged that he s=tole £6H. o~ He iz alleged to have stolen
£68 .

It wmaz alleged that he =tole £68. o~ He waz alleged to have =tolen
£68.

The=ze =tructure=z are often u=e in news reportsz:

It iz reported that two people uwere o Two people are reported to have
killed in the explosion. been killed in the explosion.

“ Supposed to

Somet imes (be) zupposzed to means ‘=ald to’:

— Let’s go and see that filn. It's supposed to be wery good. (= It i=
zaid to be wery good; people say that it's wery good.)
— He i= =supposed to have stolen £6B. (= He i=z =aid to hawe =tolen $E0.)

But zometimes zuppozed to hasz a different meaning. You can uze zuppozed to to
zay what iz planned or arranged fand thiz iz often different from what really
happen=1:

— I'd better hurry. It's nearly 8 o'clock. I'm suppozed to be meseting Tom
at 8.15. (= [ arranged to meet Tom;: [ =zaid [ would meet Tom.)

— The train was =zupposed to arrive at 11.38 but it was 48 ninutez late.
{= The train should have arrived at 11.30 according to the timetable.l

— You uwere szupposzed fto clean the windows. Why didn’t vou do it?

e use not suppozed to to fay what iz not allowed or not advizable:
— You're not supposed to park here. (= You aren’t allowed to park here.)

— Mr Collins is much better after his illnesz but he's still nol zuppozed
to do any heavy work.

It i= reported that two people were o Two people are reported to have



