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Have something done

ﬂ Study thiz example =ituation:

The roof of Jill’s house was domaged in

a ztorm, =o szhe arranged for a worlman to
repair it. Yesterday the worlman came and did
the jobh.

Jill had the roof repaired yesterday.

Thi= mean=: Jill didan't repair the roof
her=zelf. She arrangded for zomeone elze to do it for her.

Compare :

— Jill repaired the roof. (= zhe did it her=zelf)
— Jill had the roof repaired. (= zhe arranged for =zomeone slze to do it}

MNow ztudy thesze =sentences:
— Did Ann make that dress herself or did zhe have it mnade?
— fire you going to repair the car vourself or are vou going to have it

repaired?

To =ay that we arrange for someone else to do zomething for us, we use
the structure have =omething done.

The word order iz Important: the past par? cofpfe (donesrepaired etc.) comesz
#Fter the object (the roofl:

have + ob/fsct + pEst partioipie
Jill had the roof repaired vezsterday .
Hhere did vou have vour hair done?
He are having| the house painted at the nmoment.
Tom has just had a telephone installed in his flat.

How often do wou have Your car serviced?

Hhy don’t wou have that coat cleaned?

I wmant to have my photograph taken.

‘Get something done' iz possikle instead of have somethins done (malinls
in Informal spoken Englizh):

— I think you should get vour hair cut. (= have your hair cut)

Hawe zomething done zometimes haz a different meaning. For example:
— He had all his money =tolen while he waz on holiday.

Thiz doez=n’'t mean that he arranged for somebody to steal his money! ‘He had
all hiz monew =tolen' means only: "All hiz money was =tolen’.

With thi=z meaning, we uze have =zomething done to =ay that =zomething (often
zomething not nicel) happened to =omeone:

— George had his nosze broken in a fight. (= hiz noze waz broken)



