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Unit 6b See someone do and see someone doing

ﬂ Study this example zituation:

Tom got into hiz car and drove awaw. You zaw thi=z. You can =zay:
— I z=au Ton get into his car and drive auay.

In thi=z =tructure we use the /nfin five (get, drive setoc.):

Soneone did szonething

I z=aM sonmeone do somnething

¥

I z=am this

Remember that we use the f7f s/ ¢ s without to:
— I =am her go out. (s57 ‘to go out')

But after a psssfis (‘he was =een’ etc.) we use to + infinitiwve:
— 3he was seen to go out.

“ Mow =ztudy thiz example zituation:

Yezterday wou ==w Ann. She was waiting for a bus. You can =zay:
— I =z=aw Ann waiting for a bus.

In thiz structure we use - ing twaitingl:

Soneone was doing something
———%| I =aw soneone doing something

I z=am this

Now study the difference in meaning hetween the two =tructure=z:

‘I zaw him do zomething’' = he did something (pss? simefe) and 1 =zaw this.
I zaw the complete action from beginning to end:

— He fell to the ground. I zaw this. &+ I =aw hin fall to the ground.
— The accident happened. He zmaw this. - He zaw the accident happen.

‘T zaw him doing something’ = he was doing something (pes? con?ineows) and I
zaw thi=z. I saw him when he was in the middle of doing something. This does
not mean that I =zaw the complete action:

— He was walking along the sireet. 1 sad This When 1| drove past 1n ny
car. » I zaw hin walking along the street.
The difference iz not always important. Sometimes you can uze either form:
— I've never seen Ton dance. o~ [’'ve never seen Ton dancing.

“hule uze the=ze structurez ezpecially with =ece& and hear, and al=z=o with
watch, liszten to, feel and notice:

— I didn't hear wou cone in. — I could hear it raining.

— Bhe suddenly felt soneone touch — The missing bovs uwere last seen
her on the shoulder. plaving near the river.

— Did wvou notice anyone go out? — Listen 1o the birds singing!

After zmell and find ywou can uze the -~ ing structure only:

— Can wvou =nell something burning?
— Bhe found hin reading her letters.



