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Past continuous (I was doing)

ﬂ Study thiz example situation:

Yezterday Tom and Jim played tenniz. Thew bhegan

m % at 10 o'clock and finished at 11 o’'clock.
A ) Uhat they at 18.387

g;} E%zi i b They tennis (at 18.38).
'They !

e — means that they were in
the middle of plaving tenniz. They had =tarted
plaving but they hadn't finished.

Thiz iz the psst condinuovs tenze:

1-he/=he "

e u=ze the past continuous to say that someone was in the middle of doing
gomething at a certaln time. The action or =situation had already started
before this time bt hadn't finished:

— This tine last year I in Brazil.
- Hhat wou at 18 o’'clock last night?

“ The past continuouz doez not tell ws whether an action waz finizhed or
not. Perhapz it waz finizhed, perhaps not. Compare:

— Ton the dinner. (pssd continuows) = He wmaz in the middle of
cooking the dinner and we don't know whether he finished cooking it.

- Ton the dinner. (ps57 simgfs) = He began and finished it.

— Ton hiz hand when he the dinner.

-1 Jin in the park. He on the gras= and a book .

- It when I up.

- Hhile in the garden, 1 ny back .

But to =ay that one thing happened sf7#s- another, use the past =imple:

- Yesterday evening Tom was having a bath when the phone rang. He out
of the bath and the phone.
Compare :
— Hhen Ton arrived, ue dinner. (pzsf continuows) = W had
already started dinner before Tom arrived.
= When Ton arrived, ue dinner. (pss¢ simpis) = Tom arrived and then

we had dinner.

¥ots: There are zome werbs (for example lknow) which are not normally used in
continuouz tenze=. For a lizt of theze werks =zee Unit db.

= Ton the dinner. (pssf condinvows) = He waz in the middle of



