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UNIT 79 ...'s (apostrophe s) and ... of ...

ﬂ e normally use ‘= when the fir=zt noun iz a per=z=on or an animal :

the manager’s office (no7 'the office of the manager’)
My Evans's daughter the hor=ze’s tail a policeman’s hat

Other (with thing=z) we normally uze ... of

the door of the room (7o¢ ‘the room’sz door ')
the beginning of the story (¢ ‘the story’'s begioning ')

Sometimez wou can uge ‘s when the first noun iz a thing. For example, wou
can =ay:

the book’s title ar the title of the book

But it iz =zafer and more uszual to uze ... of ... (but =ee also =zection b).

Tg You can wzuvally uze ‘s when the first noun iz an organiszation (= a group
of people). So you can =ay:

the government’s decision o the decision of the government
the conpany’s success o the success of the conpany

It iz alszo poz=ikle to uze ‘= with place=s. So you can =ay:

the city’s new theatre the world’s population
Britain’s swysten of government Italy’s largest city

After a =zingular nuon we uze '=. After a plural nuon (which end in —=) we

uze only an apoztrophe (' ):

ny zister’'s roon (s7s zizter) Mr Carter s house
my sisters’ roon (wmors fhesn one 2lster) the Carter’s house (¥~ sn57 Mrs
Carter)

[T a plural noun does not end in —=, we uze ’‘s:

a children’z book

— Ton’'s flat i=s much larger than Ann’s. (= Ann's flat)

n You can alzo uze "=z with time words (fomorrow etc.):

— Tomorrow's mneeting haz been cancelled.
— Hawve vou =till got lazt Saturdav’s newspaper?

You can also say: yesterday’s... today’s... this evening’'s... next
meek's... Monday’'s... etoc.

e alzo v=ze ‘= for only an apostrophe ©°) with plural) with periods of time:
— I've got a uweek’'s holiday.
— I've got three weeks" holiday.
— I need sight hours’ sleep a night.

— My house is very near here — only about five minutes’ walk.

Compare this structure with ‘s three-weslk holidax’ (Unit 78F).

Jack and Jjll’s weddina. ____Hr and Hr= Carter’s house
— I've got three weeks’' holiday.
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