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When and if sentences (When I do... /7 if I do...)

n Study thiz example:

A: Hhat time will vou phone me tonight?
B: 1'11 phone vou when I get home from work.

‘1'11 phone you when [ get home from work’ i=s a zentence with two parts:
*1'11 phone wou' (the main part) and ‘when I get home from work’ (the
when part). The =entence iz future (foriof#) but you cannot w=e will or
going to in the when part of the sentence. Instead we uze a preszent tense,
uzually present =imple (1 dol.

— I'11 send vou a postcard when ['n on holiday. (757 ‘when I will be')
— When the rain =tops, we’ll go out. (757 ‘when the rain will =top’)

The zame thing happenz after:

while after before untilstill 8z =oon as
— Can you look after the children while [ an out? (757 ‘will be')

— Before wou leave, you nust vizsit the nuseun. (757 ‘will leave ')
— Wait here until [ cone back. (sz? 'will comes’)

p You can also use the prezent perfect (] have donel) after whensafter-until
etc. to zhow that the firszt action will be finizhed kefore the zecond:

— WUhen I've read this book, vou can have it.
— Don't =zay anything while Tom i= here. Hait here until he haz gone.

It iz often pozsible to u=ze present zimple or preszent perfect:

— I'1]l comne as zsoon as I finish. g~ I'11 come az soon az ['ve
finizhed.
— You’ll feel better after wvou have g You'll feel better after yvou've
something to eat. had something to eat.

n After if we alzo use the preszent simple (] dol) for the future:

— It'=s raining. He’ll get wet if we go out. (A5 'if we will gof)



