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Singular or plural?

ﬂ e u=e =zome nouns only in the gfersd . For example:
trouszers jean=z shorts pyvjanas= tight= scissors glassezsszpectaclesz
Tou can alzo use a pair of ... with theze words:
— I need some nen trousers. o~ I need a new pair of trousers.
e do not often use the plural of per=zon (‘per=zons’'). Ins=tead we use
people:

— He i= a nice person. — They are nice people.

These nouns end in -= but they are not uwzually plural:

— Athletics i=s my favourite sport.
— Hhat time iz the news on television? (See also Unit 69d.2

Theze words end=z in —= and can be =ingular o~ plural:

means a means of transport many means of transport
zeries a television =series tuo television series
zpecies a zpecies of bird 288 speciez of bird

n Some =ingular nounz are often uzed with a plural wverh. For example:
gowvernment ztaff team familyr audience committes

We often thinlt of these things as a nummber of people (‘thew’), not a=s
one thing ('it'). So we often use a plural wverhb:

= The government (= they) want to reduce taxes.
= The staff (= they) aren’t happy with their new working conditions.

A =ingular werh ('The government want= ...") i=s alszo pos=sible.

Note that we normally uze a plural werbh with the name=z of =port team=:
— Scotland are playing France in a football match next ueek.

e alwawyz use a plural werbh with the police:

— The police have arrested Ton.
— fAre the police well-paid?

Sometimez we uze a plural noun with a =zingular werb. e do thiz when we
ta about a =zum of monewy, a period of time, a diztance etc.:

— Fiwve thousand pounds (= it) was stolen in the robbery. (rs? ‘were
stolen’)
— Three years (= it) i= a long time 1o be without a job. (7s# ‘are’)
e =ay ‘a holidaw of three weeks"' but ‘s three-weesk holidaw'):

- I've got a three—ueek holiday in July. (7of 'a three-uweeks holiday’l

Here, thres-week iz used as an adjective before ‘holiday’. Then we use
‘three-weeks' a=z an adjectiwe, it lozes the 5. Do we =ay:

a ten—pound note (rs7 ‘pounds’) tuwo 1d—vear—-old girls
a four—week Englizsh course a zix—hour journey

Tou can also say 'I’'we got three weeks® holiday’'. See Unit 79d.

MNote that we normally uzse a plural werb with the namez of zport teams=:



