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Present perfect (I have done) or past simple
(I did)? (2)

ﬂ Do not uze the prezent perfect (] have donsl) when you are talking about
a Tinizhed time in the past (for example: wezterdaw, two vearz ago, in 1979,
when I waz a childl. Use a psst femss:
— Ton lost his key vesterday. (75¢ ‘has lost ')
— Did you see the filn on telewvision last night? (#5# ‘have you seen’)
- Mr Greaves retired from his job two years ago. (#o7 ‘has retired’)
— I ate a lot of suweets when [ was a child. (#z7 ‘have eaten’)
Uze a pa=t ten=ze to azk when =zomething happened:

— WUhat tine did they arrive? (757 ‘hawve they arrived’)
— Hhen were you born? (ss7 “have wou been born’ )

Compare :

Here we are not thiaolking of the past action: we are thinking of the pre=zent
rezult of the action: he 1= without hi=z kewy now.

- Tom lo=t his key vesterday. (pzs? simpis)
Here we are thinking of the action in the past. We don't koow whether Tom

iz =till without hi=z key.

“ Mow compare these =entence=s:

Fresent perfect (1 have doned Fast simpfe (1 did)
I've =moked 280 cigarettes today. I zmoked 28 cigarettes vesterday.
Todaw iz a period of time which Yezterday iz a finished time in the
continues up to the prezent. It i= pa=t. So we uze the pazt =zimple.
not a finizhed time. So we u=e the
preszent perfect.
presen? presen?
vesterday
pEET PEET (finizhed
Tom hazn‘t been ill thiz wear. Ton wasn't ill last wear.
Have wyou =een Ann this morning? Did wou see Ann this norning?
(It iz =till morning.) (It iz now afternoon.)
Have wou =zeen Ann recently? Did vou see Ann last week?
He'vwe been waiting for an hour. He waited (or were waiting) for an
(Me are =till waiting.) hour. (Il are no longer waiting.)
Ian ha=z lived in London for six Ian lived in Scotland for ten wvears.
vears., [(He ztill livez there.) (He no longer liwez there.)
I have never plaved golf (in ny I didn't play golf when I waz on
lifel. holiday last sunmer.
The pre=zent perfect alwaws ha=z a The pazt =imple tells u=z only about
connection with the pre=zent. the pa=t.
See Unit=s 13-28. See Unit=z 11, 12 and 28.

I've =rnoked 20 cigarettes todawv. I smoked 28 ciaarettes wvesterdaw.



