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Present perfect with how long and past simple with when

n Uze the pssd simgfs (1 did) to azk or =zay whss =omething happened:

— A: Hhen did it =tart raining?
: It =tarted raining at one o'’clock # an hour ago.
: Uhen did Tom and Ann first nest?
: They first met when they were at =chool 7 a long tine ago.
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Uze the pressst perfect (1 have done [ have heen doing) to ask or =zay fow
fomg zomething haz been happening fup to the present):

— A: How long has it been raining?
B: It's been raining since one o'clock # for an hour.
— A: Hom long have Tom and Ann known each other?

“ Since and for

e u=e both =ince and for to =zay how long zomething has= been happening:

— I've been waiting for vou =ince 8 o'clock.
— I've been waiting for vou for two hours.

e use =ince when we =ay the beginning of the period ( 8 o'clock).
e usze for when we =zay the periocd of time (two hourz=1.

since
H for two hours #l
¥ (period)
8 o'clock 18 o'clock
( bsginning of period) (o)
since for

g o'claock 1977 two hours a meelk
Mondazy Chri=ztma= ten minutes= five years
12 May luncht ime three days a long time
April we arriwved zix months ages

— She’s been working here =ince April. (= from April until nowl
She's been working here for =ix nonths. (4572 '‘since =ix months ')
— I haven’t seen Tom =ince Monday. (= from Mondawy until now)
I haven’t seen Ton for three days. (so? ‘since three days')

lle do not use for in expreszsionz with all (all day « all morning « all weslk ~
all my life etc.):

- I've lived here all ny life. (mz? ‘for all my life’)

Note the structure How long iz it =ioce ... 7:

- A: Hou long i= it =ince wou had a holiday?
B: It's tuwo yvears since I had a holiday. (= I hawven't had a holiday for
two years.)
— It's ages since Tom visited us., (= He hasn't wisited us for ages.)



