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Plural and uncountable nouns with and without the
(flowers/the flowers, music/the music)

n Me don’t use the before a noun when we mean something in general:

- I love flouwers. (so? ‘the flowers')
(flowers = flowers fn gsnsrsd, not a particular group of flowers)
— I'n afraid of dogs.
— Doctors are paid more than teachers.
— Crime is a problem in nost big cities. (7z? ‘the crime’)
— Life has changed a lot since I was a boy. (sz7 ‘the life’)
— I prefer classical music to pop music. (fe? ‘the classicalspop muszic’)
— Do vou like English food / French cheese / Swiss chocolate? (7o
‘the ...'2
— My favourite subject at s=chool was hiztorysphysic=sEnglizh.
— I like football~sathletic=s-=kiing/chezss.
— Do vou collect =tanp=7?

e say most people « most dogs etoc. (wo? ‘the most ...7'0:
— Most people like George. f(rz?7 ‘the most people’ - =ee alsc Unit 82)

“ e =say the ... when we mean somedhing fn particulsr:

— I like vour garden. The flowers are beautiful. (77 ‘Flowers are ...°%)
(the flowersz = the flowerz in your garden. not flowerz in generall
— Children learn a lot from plawving. (= children in generall
bsut: We took the children to the zoo. (= a particular group of children.,
perhaps the speaker’'s own children)
— Halt iz used to flavour food.
Adu: Can you pass the salt, please? (= the =zalt on the tablel
— I often listen to nusic.
duz: The film wasn't very good but I liked the music. (= the muzic in the
1lml

— All cars have uheels.
A ALl the =tudents in the class like their teacher.

— Are Englizh people friendly? (= Englizh people in generall
Aut: Are the Englizh people you know friendly? (= only the Englizh people
wou know, not Englizh people in general)

q The difference between ‘something in general’ and ‘zomething in
particular’ iz not always wery clear. Study these =sentences:

— I like working wmith people. (= people in general)l
— I like working with people who are lively. (not all people., but pecple
who are lively iz =till a general ideal
but: 1 like the people | work wmith. (= a particular group of peoplel
— Do you like coffee? (= coffee in general)
— Do you like =trong black coffee? (not all coffee, bhut =trong black
coffes iz =till a general ideal
b Did you like the coffee we had with our meal last night? (= particular
coffee)

(the flowerz = the flowerz in your garden, not flowersz in general)
= Children learn a lot from playving. (= children in general)l



