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Can, could, may and would: requests,

permission, offers and invitations

n Asking pecpis o do things (redquestsz)

OV to do zomething:

‘ DOBR PLEASE 7

Can vou wait a momnent, please?

Ann, can vou do mne a favour?

Excuse me. Could vou tell me houw to
station?

Do vou think wou could lend me =sone

I wonder if vou could help ne.

e often uze can or could when we azk =zomeone

get to the

money?

fo s8&% For sometrhing wou can =zay Can [ hawve ...7 » Could [ hawve
hawve ...7:

— iim & sfige) Can 1 have theze postcards, please?
— izt tz4f2) Could 1 have the =zalt, please?

“ Asking For snd giving permiss58om

.27 s Maw 1

e often uze can, could or may to azk permiz=zion to do zomething:

— ionw the tefepfions) Hello, can | speak to Tom, please?
— "Could I use your telephone?’ ‘Ye=, of course.’

— ‘Do vou think I could borrow vour bicwycle?’' ‘Yes, help yvourself.’

- ‘May 1 comne in?‘' ‘Yez, please do.’
To giwe permi=sion. me use can or may [but sof cowoldl):

— You can (o may) smoke if vou like.

Use canscan’'t to talk about what iz sirssdy &/ fowed or no? &/ fowsd:

— You can drive for a yvear in Britain with an international
— If vou're under 17, vou can’t drive a car in Britain.

H e zometimez uze can when we oFFs- to do thing=:

licence.

- Can I get vou a cup of coffee?’ ‘That’s very nice of yvou.’
- (fr & shop) *Can I help yvou, nadam?’ ‘Mo thank you. I'm being =served.’

n For offering and fmvitiag we use Would wou like ...7 (ss? ‘do wou like'):

— Hould wou like a cup of coffee? (777 ‘do wou like')

— Hould vou like to come to the cinema with us tomorrowm evening? (707

‘do you like to come ')

I'd like (= 1 would liks) iz a polite way of =aying what wou want, or what zou

want to do:

— I'd like =mome information about hotels, please.
— I'd like to try on this jacket. pleaze.

— ‘Do vou think I could borrow vour bicwycle?’' ‘Yes, help yvourself.’

- *Mav I come in?’! ‘Yes. please do.’



