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Uncountable nouns (gold, music, advice etc.)

Houns can be covnisdls or wnoountabis. For cowvntsdls nounz zee Unit 78.

n fncounitsdls nouns are, for example:
gold nusic blood excitenent
Oncountable nouns are thingzh we cannot count. They have no plural. You
cannot szay ‘musicz’, ‘bloodsz’ or ‘excitementz’.
“ Before uwcountable nounz wou can =zay theszomesanw-michsthiz-hiz etc.:

the music =zome aold much excitement hi= blood

e you cannot uze a-an before an uncountable noun. So you cannot =ay
‘a mizic’', ‘an excitement’' or ‘a blood’.

You can alzo uze uncountable nounz alone, with no article (zee Unit 74):
— This ring is made of gold. — Blood i= red.

F Many nouns can be used a= countable or as uncountable nounz. Usually
there iz a difference in meaning. For example:

paper I bought a paper. (= & newspaper - cowuntsbdis)
I bought =ome paper. (= material for writing on - trcovntsdi=s]
hair There's a hair in my soup! (= one =ingle hair - countsdis)

She has beautiful hair. (= hair on her head - urcowuntsdis]
experience He had many interesting experiences durig our holiday.

(= thing=z that happened to us - cowustsdis)

You need experience for this job. (= knowledge of zomething

because wou have done it hefore - wrncovntsdi=s)

g Some nounz are wzually wncountabhle in Englizsh but often countable in
other languages. Here are the moz=t Important of these:

accomnodation behaviour furniture NEMs scenery trouble
advice bread information permniszion traffic weather
baggage chaos=s luggage progress travel Hork

These nowunz are sscousrtshdie, =o (1) you cannot uze =a-an before them: and
(ii) they cannot be plural:

— I'm looking for aconodation. (so? ‘an accomodation’)

— I'm going to buy some bread. (s- ‘'a loaf of bread': Su? no?r 'a bread’)
(112 they cannot be plural:

— I'm looking for acomodation. (757 ‘an accomodation’)

— I'n going to buy some bread. (s~ ‘'a loaf of bread’: fv? #o? 'a bread’)

— Tom gave me some good advice. (ms? ‘some good advices ')

— Hhere are you going to put all wvour furniture? (sz? ‘furnitures')
Eemember that new=z iz not plural:

— The news i= very depressing today. (ss# 'The news are ...°1J
Do not u=ze trawvel to mean journew-trip:

— He had a good journey. (st ‘a good trawvel ')

MNote theze pairz of countable (C) and wvncountable (UNC) nouns:

— I'm looking for a job. (C) Su¢ I'm looking for work. C(UHNC)
— Hhat a lovely view! () Sdur Hhat lovely =cenery! (UNC)
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