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If and wish sentences (past)

n Study this example zituation:

Last month Ann waz ill. Tom dido't know this, so he didn't go to sees her.
They met again after Ann got better. Tom =zaid:

If I had known that wvou were ill, I would have gone to see you.

The real =ituation was that Tom didn't know that Anon was 111. So he =zays
If [ had lknown .

When you are talking about the past. you uze the pss? psrfecy (1 had
done ~ [ had been ~ 1 had known etc.) after if.

— If 1 had szeen you when vou passed mne in the street, I would have said
hello. (but [ didn't =ee woul

— I would have gone out if I hadn't been zo tired. (but I waz too tired)

— If he had been looking where he was going, he wouldn’t have uwalked into
the wall. (bt he wasn't looking)

Do not uze would Chawe) in the if part of the =entence:

— If I had seen vou, I would have said hello. (7=?2 'if [ would have
zeen’)

Both would and had can be shortensed to 'd:

— If I'd seen (= had =zeen) wou, I°'d have zaid (= would have =aid) hello.

“ You also hawve to use the psst perfect (1 had done) after wizh when wou
zaxy that wou regret something that happened or didon’t or didan’t happen in the
pa=t:

— I wish I had known that Ann was ill. I would have gone to see her. (1]
didn‘t know that she was ill.)

— 1 feel =sick. I wizsh I hadn’t 2aten 2o much. (I ate too much.?

— Do wou wish vou had studied science instead of languages? (VYou didn’'t

ztudy =cience.)

The weather was awful. I wish it had been Wwarmer. (It wazn't warm.)

You cannot use would have after wizh:

— I wish it had been warmer. (77 ‘would have been')



