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Uni 108

n Juite = less than ‘wery’ but more than ‘'a little’:
— I'n surprized you haven’'t heard of him. He's quite famous. (= le=z=z than
very famous but more than a little famous)
— It's quite cold. You'd better wear wour coat.
— Ton lives quite near me, =0 we see each other quite often.
[hrite goez before a<an:
quite a nice daw quite an old house quite a long waw
We alzo uze guite with some werbhz, especlially like and enjov:
— I quite like tennis but it's not my favourite sport.
For another meaning of guite zee =zection c.

q Eather iz zimilar to quite but we uze rather malinly with negative words
and negative idea=z:

- It's rather cold, =0 yvou'd better wear vour coat.
— 'WHhat waz the examination like?® ‘Hather difficult, I'm afraid’.
— Let’s get a taxi. It’s rather a long way to walk.

Juite iz alszo pozzible in these example=z.

e often use quite with a posifive idea and rather with a mesgsdfs idea:

— She is quite intelligent but rather lazw.

When we uze rather with posl#ivs words (nicesinterezting etoc.l, it means

funusual ly ' or ‘surprisingly’. For example: rather nice = unusually nices
zurprizingly nice # nicer than expected:

— The=se oranges are rather nice. Where did you get them?
— Ann didn't like the book but I thought it wmaz rather interesting.
(= more interesting than expected).
Father can go before or after a~<an:
2 rather intere=zting hoolk o rather an intere=zting hoolk
uite can also mean ‘completely’. For example:
‘Are vou sure?’ '‘Yez, quite zure.’ (= completely =zurel

[(h1ite means 'completely’ with a mmber of adjectiwves=z, especially:

Zure right true TnneEcCeszary different amaz ing
certain wrong zafe extraordinarsy impo=z=ible amazed

— She wazs quite different from what I expected. (= completely different)
— Everything they =zaid was quite true. (= completely true)

e also use quite (= ‘completely’) with some werbs:
— I quite agree with vou. (= I completely agree)l

= They haven’'t guite finizhed their dinner wvet.
— I don’'t quite understand what vou nean.

‘unusual ly ' or ‘surprisingly’. For example: rather nice = unusually nices
zurbrizingly nice # nicer than exvected:
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