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Unit 114 By and until By the time ...

n By i+ & #/ms) = not later than:

— I posted the letter today, =o they should receive it by Mondav. (= on
gr before WMonday, on Mondaw 57 #hs fstest)

- He'd better hurry. He have to be at hone by 5 o'clock. (= at or hefore
5 o'clock, at § o'clock at the latest)

— Hhere's Ann? She should be here by now. (= now or hefore now; =zo zhe
ghould hawe already arrived)

You cannot use until with thiz meaning:

— Tell ne by Friday whether or not yvou can come to the party. (75?7 'Tell
me until Friday')

e uze until (or till) to zay how a situation continues:

— Whall ua A Aaa? M~ Tat?e usid smd:1 (faw +31717 34 adnne wasininn

Compare until and by in thesze sentences:

— Tom will be away until HMonday. (=o he'll come back on Mondaw)

— Ton will be back by Monday. (= he'll ke back on or before Mondaw., on
Monday at the latest)

— I’11 be working until 11 o’clock. (=0 ['1l stop workings at 11 o’clock)

— I’11 have finished ny work by 11 o’clock. (= ['11 finish my work at or
Eefore 11 o'clock, at 11 o'clock at the latest)

You can also say by the time (zomething happenzl), ... . Study these
examples carefully:

- It's not worth going shopping now. By the time we get to the shops,
they will be shut. (= they will shut hetween now and the time we get

there)
- (From & fetter) I'm flying to the United States this evening, So by the
tine you receive this letter, I'11 probably be in Hew York. (= [ will

arrive in MNew York hetween now and the time wou receiwe this letter.)

lhen you are talking about the paszt, wou can use By the time (zomething
happened) .

— Ton's car broke down on the way to the party last night. By the tine he
arrived, most of the guests had left. (= It took him a long time to get
to the party and mozt of the guestz left during this time.]

— I had a lot of work to do yvesterday evening. By the timne I finizhed, I
was very tired. (= It took me a long time to do the work and I hecame
more and more tired during thiz time.)

— It took them a long tine to find a place to park their car. By the tine
they got to the theatre, the play had already started.

You can also use by then or by that ftime:

— Ton finally arrived at the party at midnight. But by then (o0 by that
time), most of the guests had left.

Before 11 o'clock, at 11 o'clock at the latest)



This document was created by Unregistered Version of Word to PDF Converter



